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PBEFACE 

TO THE HINTH EDITION. 



Ot the maaj gallant exploits and duing Kdrrattares W 
land and bj sea, wbich have added to t& reputation tXM 
noble deeds of Enelishmen, iheie is none of w&ich we hare 
j^ater reason to be proud than those peiiloo* esplontunu 
in ihe Arctic Hegioiis, whii^ will ever render tbe nino- 
teentb century a marked era in tiie history of Nations. 

Dangers and hardships seem rather to attract than to 
ftppal ue adrentorouB Englishman, and private and public 
explorationa hare fb&owed each other in such qnici 
'sncceraion, daring the past ten yeare, tiiat it has been 
somewhat difficult to keep pace with the record of them. 
Dver; succeeding Tojager and trareller seems to hare 
stziren to oatdo his predecessors in aoquirin^ faint, 
and in tbe boldness and daring with which he has pro- 
secuted his researches. If wehairehadhttleopportuni^for 
Out display of heroism in the competitire war struggte on 
the ocean of late years, our naral officers have at leaat 
aooght aad gained reputation in the icy fidds of the Arctic 
Seeiona, in the extended search for our lost conntiymen 
nnoer 8b' Ji^m FrankHn. Tlie Chart of the Polar B^ona 
will erer be a atrikinginemorial of what can be done by 
brare hearts and mlling hands. The hishly wrought 
pictures of fiction fade before the simple and at«ni tmUis 
of reality, and the narratives of Arctic Discovery have an 
«sciting interest and thrilling pathos, which will erec 
render them deeply attractive to both old and young in 
allages. Eren when the melancholy personal inte^stwhioh 
is now felt by those who mourn fw relatives and friends 
lost in Arctic rojages shall have subsided, ; the stirring 
lustory recorded m these pages will hare an int«rest &a 
Jnture genendions when all who hare taken part in them 
shall hare passed away. 

The lore of adrentore is inherent in the breast of the 
Englishman, and shows itself in a hundred varied shapea, 
but in none more prominently than in the desire to ex- 
plore nnhnowu countries and distant regioiu. Maritime 
" " ■' £ Aitt^ eBteiprise 
a it fond a more 



diaoorerf has been the pecidiar field c^ S 
and British glory, and m no quarter has tl 
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exteoded field of oTi«ration tban in 
the North Pole. To restrain this energy and spirit ol 
Bdventure within prudent limiti is impoaaible. It wil] 
find scope for hazard in some quarter, whethei it be in 
ascending Mont Bfauc, penMxating the unknown rirers oi 
Africa, Asia, or Amenca, or exploring the interior oi 
Anttralio. There are some restless spirits that sliine oat 
brightest in danger and daring, and the result of mnch of 
tbis research in distant qnarten has certainly been bene- 
fioiol. Many men have attained to distinguished eminence 
by their courage, perseverance, and enterprise in accom- 
pliahing journeys andToyages of great peril, and attended 
with immense difBculties. None con read iJie aoconnts of 
the rarioua jonrDCfS and TOTages by land and sea to 
determine the question ot a North West Passage, and the 
fate of the expedition under Sir John Frankun, without 
being impressed with admiration for the spirit of heroism 
wbicn sustained the explorers throu^ so many perils 
and pri-TBtions. 

In the following pages I hare sought merely to fumigfa 
a simple dicest of the different Tovagee and travels in the 
Arctic BegiODB, ending with that onol bat satisftctorr ex- 
pedition of Capt. H'Clintook, whi^ informed us of the 
late of Sir Jolu EHnklin and his ships, sa inquiry that 
hi^previously baffled all inrsstigAtioD. 

That this little work has reoobed a ninth edition, and 
met with so large and extended a sale, is to be attributed 
more to the general, nay oniTersal, interest which his been 
felt on the subject itsMf, than to any credit I can assume 
for the narratJTe. Long, however, may the story of 
Arctic disoorery be rettd and pondered over, whether at 
the fireside of our qniet English homes, at the mess 
taUe of our sailors and soldiers, in the shepherd's hut of 
Australia, or in the log cabin of America j wherever it 
may be that England's sons read over the detailed record 
of Uiose bold deeds and adventurous discoverers, they will 
participate in the noble spirit of those who have hved and 
died in their countny's Bervioe, and have just reason to 
"be proud that iJiey too are Englishmen, ana partidpatois 
in the glory, honour, and renown which have been thus 
aohieveXby many throngh great peril and suffering for 
the " land that bears a world-wide nacae." 

P. L. Sihhohps. 

8, WitKhtiler Street, ^nUteo. 
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flrtr Itan Sd^mmI in tbe PrAica qf Volw^-Bcuh HDdMm^ 
BajIkcMiT t^tbB«udorA.iigiiit.— FrooecdbytbailTai uu) 
lake* to Cnmbcrlind I[oon.--AiriT« M 7ott CUpBWT*naft<r 
■ irliitcr]oiiTiic7 of BtTudlu. — Sugtga TOfagton and gDid«(. 

■o fOr Fott tEntapilH, uhlob li lnad« their wintO' naideaoa 
after a TOfaga of Eig mllu. — £^loriiig oxBimlont ourUd 
on dnring tbeirliitor. — " Orcen Bto^inga," Uu Indito beantf. 
" -•" a tBt*r{irctenaiilT«'— fiewlljoft&a 



winter. — SnCeriDgoftbeliidlaiu. — Pirtr let Out fbr the Pidu 
Sea. — Examine Ui« cout wtitirBrd to Polat Toniftg^n. — 
SradAil budihlpa uid nAiiiigi cndiired on tbtlr ntani 
jonner tnaa &niln« uid &tlgne. — Dnalh of sevenl of the 
put;. — Hr. Hood la mnrdeicd b; Michel the lioquoli, who 
fiiT thdr mntoal ralWr >• klUtd 19 'Dr. BlshardBon. — Hmiger 
and brain* Midnnd bj Uia party.— Tfidr IllImBte relief. 

Parrj'fl Krat Voyage in the fftda and Orijier, 1819-20 . . J 
Karnes of officera Berting, tc. — Snter Lancuter Sosnd^ — The 
Croket mountains prored to be falladona. — Fan; diseoven 
and enters Kegeut Inlet — Aln diNOTcrg and namei Tarkni 
Islanda, cipea and channcla. — Beao&e* UelTille IiluiLt— £xpe~ 
dition orou the meridian of 110 itg, W., and IiuraH eatUlad 
to the FarUamentair leirard of £MW,~'Dnf Bncbor ftir the 



fitt aienaorered and bm^ iMUk^-TeMda get Into irtBtO' 
qnirteii.-'A U8. Dtmpapcr puHUad^-AnMenr ptafg p«r- 
formed. — CHwerTatorr deatrored bf flte. — Senrrr makea tta 
^^earaaoe. — Cretrs pot on abort allowanoe^-An ezcni^in 
Of a ftrtnlgfat made to examine the Idiad. — Ship* get dear 
....... " ,t „^ nnable to make ftaUier progrom to tlie 
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Bit ojunlon aa to a ITorth-weat paaaage. — Kimea of otleera, &e., 
of the cipeditioa. — Make ResolBtion Island at the entiance of 
Hndion StraM. — Daagera Of Hh ioe. — Pall in with Hndmnl 
Saj Company's shipe, and emigrant Teasel, with Dutch colo.- 
nista proceediijg to Hed RlTer. — Two inmiense bears killed.^ 
SesciiptloB of the Es<iDlniaax< — Borreje made of all the In- 
deittationa and coasta of tMa bwallty.— Ships driven l)ack hj 
the euiTcnt and dtitt-Ice. — Take ap their wintv quaiten. — 
ind iCEort to theatrical amoaemexits agab. — Sebools estab- 
Uataed.— Grert SeTerlty of the wihter.— SnrTeyiag operatJona 
mimed. — IntelUgenl EaquImaDX Kma]e aSinda raluable 
l^tdragraphicjd tnlbrmatlon. — Ferilona pradlioii of tba Heda, 
— Oar ndraeuIonB release. — Ships pass tbelt aeoond winter at 
Tj^ocAiL — The Worj and Hecli Strait examined. — lee breala 
up. — Ships drlTeu about b; the cnireut fiir thirty 4Te dafa. — 
At last gala the Atlantlo, and make fOr England. 



CoDT^i oat Captain SaUne to m«ke obawratliau.— Keach Sfdti- 
bergen. — Etocetd thence to Fendaliunlalanda^-Ilarth-eaMein. 
eoaat of Greenland aaneyed. — Captain Caarariag and a partj 
of ntoeteen men eanr on an exptoring exnedttUm tbr a fiwt- 
Iright. — Heet wflha tribe of EaqnlmaiKi.— Ship pnlatflsea^ — 
IQke fbr the coast ot Sorwaf. — Anchor in Droalbelm Fiord. 
— ObaanltlDna being eompleted, ahlp returns to England. 
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la Mnt to nrrer ud eKUnine tlia atnlu tad Dioaa at Aiatic 
Amcrto*. — Arilm in the Clunvel known u Bm*! Wsloome. — 
SocoimtdE k tenUo gale. — Is la Inunioant duig«r tn tbt Bay 
«( Qodt Meier. — Snfikn fiwa UMtkor ftarftil M~ '~ ~ 

■Up being qaitenlpiaed.kndliKVliiglrOrt 411 bn u 
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Naniei and aoinlwr of offlmi. A& — Beda laid on her broadaida 
br the bx. — Stalpa icaah IianeaEitCEr Soond. — Entsr Itegent 
Inlet, and winter at Port Bowen.— Dthut character of tba 
AjcCio nintec. — Former amnsements worn threadban. — Polar 
Bai ilaaqui s°^ up, — Ezploriag pattiei Kut out Inland and 
•long the couta. — Sblps are released, but beaetl)7t1ie Ice, and 
oarried b7 the pack don the Inlet,— ftey ibiTen on ahoie and 
abandoned. T- Betnm YOyago ncceKsarll; detennijied on,— 
Soani^ of animal food in thla locality, — Seda arrlna at 
Petalieaid^-FaD7«0plBicauaftlieKarth-iKat,paH^e. 
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Hmea of oaoen kocoKpanrlBg Uar— Antra In Maw TqA and 
pnoead thrang h the Hndawra B^ Cn^anr'a ti 
WlBtec at Fort FnakUn «k Qt«at B— ' -'■' 



n and Ifr. Sandid. *■>., Dlinr 
ue iMppmume lam. — iianiim aoMnntcn a fleiea trnta tt 
lt«|iiiiiiai I at t&e aea^ — AJIk > mina'a tBrref to ttie nM- 
ward, FwtMkBa and Ui part; letnoa their itepB^^nsd 
BiehHdaoB and KcBdal iud retwHl liefbre them, afl« 
naching i«d Bxploring DolpUD and Qalon SlnH— AaotAv 
viotwapent atPatFnmkaa^ — Intoultyof the e>M,— Luge 
COliectiDn of ol)jMla Of Datanl hlahnr made bj Kr. Sna- 
mond, — EYanklin'a alnggla bBtweoi -a-aHim and dn^.— 
Parff nt«m to Er ' - ' 
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ABchon <yll Petropinknnki. — Beodrea Intelligence Df Pattr^ 
«afb retam.— iBterrlew with the natirca,-~0>mot bjOm- 
grapldoal deanripHi wa gtrwi br the Ewiqlnaax.— 8talp4 Imrt 
pM h ea OB to the eaMwaid ai fiff a> Point Barrow, to cowM- 
nlcate with FlankliB^— Ctnr Is danger ftna tbt uattra.— 
Obllind to ictitni to flwlT ddpe,— Tba S ttnm proeeeda to 
t1i< Padflo to RptenWi Iht prorMon*. — Betuni to.Sotadna 
Bound tn the antamer. — Ship eroaadt on a MmdbBDk, tmt la 
got oC — Boat a^t ont to team Hdinge at Franklin la wnokad. 
— Crcir eome Into odI - — " ' — 



fUTT*' ^(n>rtl> w Vidu Torage in the Htda, 1SQ7 ... I 

Flini ind msgcitioiu of Seonabr, Buulbr, ud TruiUlii for 
tnTelllug iuiledges orer the ioe. — If nmeB of alSceis nsplayed. 
—Ship embiita reindeer on the Norwiy cout. — Eiperieacee 
a tremeadoaa gile, — Beset b; Ice for a mootb. — Ancbora at 
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diUt of the loe.— Bear shot,— Hotloei of Mimals seen.- Kewh 
Borlhenimoat known land. — The Islet nuaed Bfter Rom. — 
Ketam to the ship. — FBrry'e snlxeqDent anggeBtiona on thi* 
mode of InTeUlAgv^— Sir John BtrrDw> commentt thereon. — 
Oplniou i^ this peiHom lea Jonniey. — Bevlew of Puiy'g 
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Bobs seeks offldal employment ftom the Admiralty on another 
Arctic voyage. — Is refused. — Fnuds ore f^iraiabed by Mr. Felix 
Booth. — The ykbyry Bleamerpunjbased, — Engages his nephew, 
Comnundsr Jomea BoiOi u hb oeoond in conunand. — List of 
other ofllcers. — Ship encounters a gale, and is obliged lo pat 
Into Holstdnb^ to itflt.— Frooaed on their Toya«e.— Eater 
Iiincaster Sound and Begent Inlet. — Beach Fory Beach. — 
find abdndaiica of almas then and preserred provisions in 
•xedlant vonditioD.— Baplaklsh thedr stock.— Proceed down 
tlia Inlet— Ferils ^ the lee.-Tessel seenred in FalU Harbour 
t yWt the ship. — Furniiii TCiy 

>aya and lnleta.^Ez- 

, ._ ._ to King William's Laud. 

— DiflhwKy of dlsUngidsblng land ttota aea. — Beaohca Point 
Tletny, and tanu bad. — Ship get) dear of the, lee, aAsr 
alsren montha' impriaooiuent, but In a week la again Iroieu In, 
and the pu^ >ra detained dailn( another eaycn irlnler. — 
FDHber dlacorralee made, and Cmuaander Boa plant* the 
BrlUsbllag aa the North magneUo pola^ — In AngDet, 1S81, 
the ahip Is wHped ont, and makes sail, hot aftet beating aboU 
Diranumth.ls again ftoien In. and rather than spend a iburtli 
wlnta, there bebig no prospect of releailng the ship, she la 
■tandotled. and the «i«<r uaks Ibr Fmy Beaoh^-norlskos 
and boats taken on trlth great labour. — Par^ mat a canras 
hot, vhloh they name Somcnet Hoose^-In a month, tlie 
boMiMng pwpued Itir the TOyage, the partr embori: and 
leaoh tbe moutb of the Inlet— BarrowTs Strait is fbnnd one 
tranpaot mass of ke.— Th^ are obliged to Edl bask <m the 
Mnea at Fmy B««eh to ipaid fSvir Ibarth winter.— Placed 
on short allowance. — In the spring Uiey again embark In their 
boats, and eneeeed In reaching Lancaster Sonnd. — Fall In 
with irbalen.— An reodved on board the JuMIb, Captain 
BoisV Old ship.- Airive bome.— FnbUa njoiclngs fiir their 
•af^y.— Rewards granted^-Resumi of Captain John Bois> 
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AUenlloii called to tlie iiitulag expodlUoa b; Dr. Richtrdaon. 
— Pluu of relief Buggesled. — Pabllc meeting held to oooaldar 
OQ best meuuree, — AiQple fluids nlBed.-^Captoia Btck mlim* 
t«er«. — LMiTts England In compiay with Dr. King. — Voj- 
ageura and guides, ke., engaged in Ca^iada — Part)' piub 
through the north-west coimliy.— DreadAiI aaffeilnga front 
Ineect pests. — Reacb Fori EeBOlatlon, on ,Grest SIbts Lal:c. 
. — Motlef dtipcription of Che traTdUen and their encampmeac. 

the Great Siab BiVEr Is commenced.— tVightful nature of tha 
precipioea. tapids^ falls, raTinea, &c.-^Meet with old acquaint^ 
■ncea.— Obliged to return to thdr winter qnatten. — DreadJU 
anfferingi of Che Indians. — Famine and intenae cold. — Nobla 
conduct of Akailcho. tha Indian chief,— Kews receired of 
Captain Ross's safe retom to England,— Fnnkliu's fidthful 
E^sqaimaox: interpreter. Angnttus. endeaTOiuiDg (o join Back, 
Is ^xen Co death. — A fresh Journey Cowards the sea resolved 
on. — ProTlsloiis for three months talicu. — iDdiau encamp- 
ment.— Green StocWngs, the beauty— Interview with the 
ohieT, Aftnltcha.— Arduous and perilous progress towards tha 
•ea. — Flliistlag propensitlea of tlie Indians. — Ueet with a large 
Meadlr tribe of Eaqnimani. — Seach the sea, and proceed , 

along the ooait lo the eastward, imable to arrire at tha Point 
Turoagain of Franklin. — Prlvationa of the part; on their 
return Joamey.— Difflcullies encountered in reaacending the 
rlTer. — Beach Fort Bellance after Ibur monthi' absence,— 
Pass the winter there. — Captain Back acrlies fn England la 
September, after two years' and I half absence,— St. Sing 
follows him in tbe Hndion's Bay apiing sblfa. 

Back's Towage in the 2%rnn> up Hndaon's Strait, 1S33 , .133 
Shipatrliei at Salisbury Island, — Proceeds op Frozen Strait, — Is 
blocked np hi the Ice. and driven about powerieu tbr more than 
dx moulha. — Cast on herbeamendsfbrthreedays. — From tbe 
crippled itate of (he ahlp and the Insurmountable dlBlcultlei 
of tira nsTigatlon, tbe return to England Is determined on.— 
' Siunmary of Captdu Back's Antlo aerrices. 

a tiie Cout of 



Descend the JUackeniie to tbe sea, — Surrey the western part of 
the shores of Northern America from Estum Keef to Cape 
Barrow. — Discover two new rivers, tbe Garry and Colvllle,— 
Alter reaching Elson Bay, return to winter at Fort Confidence, 
on Great Bear Lake, — Survey resumed In the enduing springs— 
Dangerous rapids on tbe Coppermine River. — Encamp at its 
mouth, — Copper ore found here, — Victoria Land discovered, 
and 140 miles of new coast traced, — ReasccnCof the Copper- 
mine .commenced. — Boats atHmdoned, and the Barren Grounds 
traverridon foot,— Spendanotber winter at Fort Confldeac*.— 



MD'a Eii«r asamined.— CoronMkin Onlf tbnod oleu of lee. — 
Cout niTTej to tbe ewtmvd pMMmtod.— fllmpno'i SDalt 
df»OT«Kd.— Baok'i HtBuy racbtd.— D*podt of prarUoiM 
nuOt br Back flre yean prarlcn AnDd^Abadcen Uud. 
the estrone point RBcIwd. — Parti of tba ooaata of BootUs 
and YMotia Land traced.— On« of the boatt alwdaned.— 
Dceeent cf the Co^enaJDe, and uft antral at Fort Coll- 



in. Jolm Bm'i Land Expttclitian, 1843-47 . 



HudaiHi'i Bay Cantpanir deapatch Bae and ■ partj- of thirt«cD 
men to eomiJete the mrr^ betweeo Dease and Snipwn'i 
(tarthest. and the ¥bij and Eeela Strait— ExpedlUos 1ea,ve* 
Fort Cbnrctalll. — Beichei Waser Biver. — Boiti taken acroia 
Bae'i latbmus. — Winter residence oonatmoted. — Sliort com- 
mana. — Wert itiare of HelTlUc renintnlh !«., examined, — 
Fartf return to tbeli encamiiment, and pmcaed to Fort 
ChurcblU. — Gratnitjr of flQO awarded to Dr. Baa. 

C^pt^n Sir Jolm Fra,iiUiD'a Last Eipedition in the Ercbui 



rrebabillty of Iha safety of tbe Expedition. — Montgomery's lines 
on iee^nptlBOned vessels. — Lodr IVanklin's derotlon and 
enttiDilUM — Veraea.— Her appeai to the North.- Sir E. 
Fyry'i optDion.— Oalflt and despatch of Franlilin'a expe- 
dition. — Ifames of tile offlcem employed. — Ontiino of Franlt- 
lin'B eervioea.— Notloesof the senieo of other of the olBcera.— 
Searching Eipcditioiia aentoatia 1818,— Different Tolunleers 
offer.— Absence of IntelUgence of Fnuildia.— Hia latest de- 
spataheaandkttcTB. — Copper oyhndera. — Franiclin's views and 
inleDUoQti. — I/ctlen of Captain Fit^ames. — General opiuiona 
of the moat experienced Arctic officers as to FraniiUn'e 
aaftty.— OfRr of scrrioea and snggeationi tiy Dr. King. — 
Opinions of Csptalns Tarry and Jsroes Eoss thereon. — Coo- 
anitation of officera aC the Admir^ty. — Beport of the Hydro- 
grapher. — Advice tendered by those conaulted. — "Views oi Kr. 
fnow and Mr. Mcl>ean, — Public and prirste rewards offered 
for discorery and uelstance to be rendered, — Second Beport 
of Admiral Beanibrt to the I.orda CommiBsioiiers of the 
Admiralty. — Vaiioua private and offldal letlera anS despatches, 
pointing opt. or commenUng an. plans and modea ol reUef,^ — 
Abandanee of antnal fimd finud In Oa Antlo BeglonB, — A 
taUad of Sir John Franklin. 

TlieGaTenuiHntMidPnnteSundiingB^ieditioiia. . . 21 
Uat of th* T«aada and oommanden, fee., emploj^ on tbe 
aeareh In tbe Aretie Beglona. — Kotioea of those returned 
home. — Salerpriae and Jnrut^mdv h*Tfng returned nasDC- 
«tssthl ftom Barrow's 9lt^t, are refitted and sent ont under 
the command of Captain ColUnion to Behring's Strait. — 
Captain Auetiu, with six ahips, sent out to Wellington 



Cbinnel.— Lsdf Frrmlclla despatcho the Prtaet Altert imdu 
C«ptBin Fonylli. — Two teasels sent by privMe enl*rpri«« 
ihHK tlie United Ststea.— Reportg of their aereral proceedinga 
and diacoveriee. — EemBTkable drill ia the Ice of the Ameiicui 
TCBMlB.— Dr. Km employed by the Hadaon'i Bay Company 
to euunlne the sbotes of Arctia AaKiica.-^PUner depAt eblp 
in Behiing'B StnlE, ibiiled tOO Ddles fUther north. — Her 
preeerred proiislanB, to the extent of 10,570 lbs,, condemned 
u nnac liir ftood.— Captain Inglefield's Toyage In the itaM 
to Baffin's Bay. and Importiint geographicU dlsmieilei. — 
BeuoDS for discrediling the opinlona that Sir John Fnok- 
lin'B two Teatela can be utterly lost. 



Lady Franklin's enduring fidth — Ber letter to the American 
^taldent. — New Ameriesn expedlUon imder LieotsnaDt 
Kane, sent oat by Mr. OiiDDell. — Heartless flibrleaUons and 
nnfonnded reports promulgated. — Deserted ahipa alleged to 
bare been seen on an iceberg oS' Newfljuadland. — Contradic- 
tory opinlona thereon. — Frajifclln'a expressed Intentions.—' 
Lait letleis from hla ships. — Llat of prorisions sopplicd to 
the expedition. — Provident care of Sir John to prmiaion his 
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on Farry applicable to Us own caie. — Hr. Hilton snggesta a 
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Beaeoninga as to their probable ea;^y. — Dr. Gae's personal 
axperience of supporting a large party.— 'Important geo- 
graphical discoreriea of the past three yean. — ladigeDOOe rc- 
foorces of the Folar Begiona. 
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Captain M-Clnre reaches Heli-illB IsIaDd IVom the westnard.— 
Meeting of the officen of ibe two expedlUoDS.— Another Ameri- 
can expedition.— The myaWry of the North Pole. — Dr. Jobn 
Bae arrives In England with information and rehea of rrank- 
lin'a party. — Hia report to the Secretary of the Admiralty. — 
Letter to the Tfmei. — DUouselons at the Koyal Geognphical 
Society, — ConneeUng linlis of Information. — Probable tmth 
of some former disbeUeved reports. — Safety of the Bnterjiriie. 
— Further preciselnformationofthcdeath of Sir John Frank- 
lin and hia party, with recoids and relics brought home' In 
September, laSB, by Captahi M'Clinlock, of the Rii.— His 
report to the Admiralty. — The Beiolutt found and presented to 
the Queen. 
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ARCTIC REGIONS. 



J9 we ezamine a map of NorHieni, or Arctic, America, 
ahOTrini; what was known of tlie coQutriea around the No^ 
Pole in the commencement of the present centnrj, we 
shall find that all trithin the Arctic circle was a complete 
blanlc. Mr. Heame had, indeed, seen the Arctic Sea in 
the year 1771; and Mr. Mackenzie had traced the rirei- 
which now hears his name to its jwiction with the sea; 
but not a single line of the coast from Icj Cape to Baffin's 
Baj was known. The eastern and western shores of 
Greenland, to about 75° latitude, were tolerably well 
defined, from the visits of whaling vesBelB ; Hudson's 
Bay and Strait were partially known ; but Baffin's Bay, 
aceording to the statement of Mr. Baffin, in 1616, was 
boimded by land on the west, r unnin g parallel with the 
90th meriman of longitude, or across what is now known 
to us as Barrow's Strait, and probably thia relation led to 
the subsequently formed haaty opinion of Captain Sir 
John Boss, as to his visionary Croker Moontains, of 
which I shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

As early as the year 1537, the idea of a passage to the 
East Indies bythe North Pole was suggested by a Bristol 
merchant to Henry VIII., but no voyage aeema to have 
been undertaken for the purpose of navieatiug the Polar 
seas, till the commencement of the following century, 
when an expedition was fitted out at the expense of certam 
merchants of London. To this attempt several others 
sneceeded at different periods, and aE of them were pro- 
jected and carried into execution by private individuals. 
The adventurers did not indeed accomplisb. the object they 
Cjclnsively sought, that of reaching India by a nearer 
route than doubling the Cape of Good Hope, "but though 
they failed in that respect, the fortitude, perseverance, 
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and still which they manifested, exhibited the most irr 
frftgableproofa of the early eiistenM of that superiority 
oaTsl Sifieirs, which has elevated this country to her presei 
eminence among the nations of Europe. 

At length, after the lapse of above a century and a haJ 
this interestmg question became anohjecCoflfoval patrol 
^e, and the expedition which was commanded by Captai 
Hiipps (afterwards Lord Mulgrave), in 1773, was iitte 
out at the charge of Govemmeat, The firstpropoeer i 
this voyage was the Hon. Daines Barringlon, F.R.S., whc 
with indefatigable ajwiduity, began to collect every fac 
tending to establish Uio practicahuity of cireumnavieatinj 
the Pole, and as he accumulated hia materials he read theo 
to the Boyal Society, who, in consequence of these repre 
sentations, made that application to Lord Sandwich, thei 
iWt Lord of tiie Admiruty, which led to Uie ^pointmrai' 
oft this first official voyage. Captain Phippa, however 
found it impossible to penefi^te the wall of ice whict 
ext^ided for many degrees between the latitude of 80' 
and Sl°, to the north of Spitzher^n. His vesaela were 
the Macehorte and CanMtt; Captain Lotwidee being bis 
seeond in eommand, in the lattOT ve««el, and having m&i 
him, then a mere boy, Ifebon, the future hero of England. 

"From the year 1648, when the &mous Bossian navi- 
ntor, Senor Deshsew, penetrated &om the river Eol^a 
Uirongh the Polar into the Pacific Ocean, the Snesiana 
liave been as arduous in their attempts to discover a north- 
east passage to the north of Cape Bhelatskoi, as the 
English have been to sail to the north-west of the Ame- 
rican continent, through Baffin's Bay and L«ncaster Sound. 
On the side of the Pacific many efforts have, within ths 
last centoij, been made to further this obje^ In 1741, 
Uie celebrated Captain Behring discovered the straits 
which bear his name, aa we are informed by Miiller, the 
ehronider of Sussian discoveries, and several subsequent 
eommanders of that nation seconded his endeavours lo 
|>enel3%te from the American continent to the north-easL 
From the period when Deebnew sailed on his expedition, to 
the year 1764, when Admiral Tchitechsgof, an indeiatigible 
and active ofBcer, endeavoured to force a passage round 
Bpitzbergen, (which, although he attempted with a resolu- 
tion and skill which fall to the lot of few, he was unsble to 
effect,) and thence to the present times, including the 
arduous efforts of Captains Billing^ and Vancouver, and 
the more recent one of M. Von Wrangell, the SossisDa 
l.avB been untiring in (ietr attempts to discover a passage 
eastwards, to th« sotUi of Cape Tiumiir and CapeShelsi- 



tkca. And ceHainlr, if AiB, ■peraevenaoe, and ooorage, 
conld ltAT« opened thia puBoge, it would have tma 
aooomplished. 

So<Mi after tke gtaiertl peaM of Enrope, vhen wai'f 
alanoB had ^ren way to tJie luglL pnmiita c^ scienoe, the 
goremmeot recomnteiioed the long-iuapended work o£ 
proaeoDting ditcoveiiee withta the Arotio cirola. 

Ap. ezpraition was deepatohed under the oommand of 
Sir JiJin BoEB, in order to explore the soene of tjie fonmc 
lahoon of Frobisher and Baffin. Still haunted with tb« 
fplden dreams of a north-weat pasBaf^, which Barrington. 
and Beaufoj had in the lart age bo en^naiatrtieally w,ivo- 
cated, onr nautical adrenturera hj DO aieaos relinquiahod 
the long-cherished chimera. 

It most he admitted, howerer, Ihat the testimonT of 
Farry and Franklin, pass for much on the other side of th* 
question. Both these officers, whose researches in the 
catue of soientifio diaoorery entitle them to very hi^ 
respeot, have declared it as ^eir opinion that aiich a pas- 
sage does still exist to the itorth of the 76tii d^pree ofiati- 

Captain Pacry, in the oondloding remarks of his fini 
Toyage (vol. it. p. 241) says, — " Of the existence of a norQi- 
west passage to the Pacific, it is now scareelr possible to 
donbt, and from the sncoess whit^ attended onr effcn-ts 
in 1819, after passing throogh Sir James Lancaater'B 
Sound, we were not tiureaaonable in antieipatiDg Us 
complete aooomplishment," &c. And Franklm, in the 
Seventh chatter of his work, is of &e same opimm, 
as to the practioability of such a paaawe. 

But in no mbaequent attempt, eiOier by dienudvM or 
Cithen, baa this long sought doaideiatnm been accomplished; 
impediments and bamers seem as thickly thrown in its 
wavaaerer. (,Q>t. Mag.,TfiL xiii. p. 340.) 

An expedition was at length undertaken toe the sol* 
parpoae of reaching the North Pole, with a view to the 
ascertainment of pluloeophioal questions. It was planned, 
and placed under the oonnDand of Sir Edward Pairy, 
and ncra first thn elucidBtion of phenomena ooimected 
witii this imaginary axis of our planet ^Minad the primary 
object of invoBtisatioD. 

My space uuf pnrpoaes in this woti will not permit me 
to go into detail, \ij ezamininr what Bartow justly torma 
" truwe brilliant periods of earfy English estorpriae, so otn- 
^nimoiuly displayed in erery quarter of the globe, but in 
none, probably, to greater sdvantage than, in those bold 
i8 
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ftnd peraeverioe efibrts to pierce through frozen seas, is 
their little slender barks, of the moet miserable description, 
iU provided irith tie means eitlier of comfort or Haietj, 
fritnout charts or inatnuaents, or any previous tnowledse 
of the cold and inhospitable region tarough vhieli thej 
bad to force and to feel their way ; tiieir vessels oft beset 
Amidst endless £elds of ice, and threatened to be over- 
whelmed with instant destruction from the rapid whirling 
and bnrating of those huge floating' maaaea, known by tiie 
name of icebergs. Yet so powerfully infused into the 
minds of Sritons was tbe spirit of entorprise, that Bome of 
the ablest, the most learned, and most respectable men of 
the times, not only lent their oonntenance and support to 
expeditions fitted out for the discovery of new landa, bat 
strove eagerly, in their own persons, to share in the glorjr 
and the danger of every daring adTentore." 

To the late Sir Joan Barrow, F.B.S., for so long a 
period secretary of the Admiralty, and who, in esrij fife, 
himself visited the Spitsbergen seas, as high as the SOth 
parallel, we are mainly indebted for the advocacy and pro- 
motion of the sever^ expeditions, and the investigations 
and inquiries set on foot in the present centory, and to 
the voyages which have been hitherto so succassfuUy car- 
ried out as regards the interests of science and of ovir 
knowledge of the Polar regions. 

Although it is absurd to impute the direct responsibility 
for these e^editions to any other quarter than the several 
administrations during which they were undertaken, there 
can be no question but that these enterprises originated in 
Sir John Barrow's able and zealous exhibition, to our 
naval authorities, of the several facts and arguments upon 
which they might best be justified and prosecuted as 
national oojects. 

The sad fate of Sir John Franklin and his gallant 
companions has thrown a gloom on the subject, but 
it ought to he remembered that, up to the present 
perio<C oar aucceBsive Polar voyages have, without 
exception, given occupation to the energies and gallantly 
of British seamen, and have extended the realms of 
magnetic and general science, at an expense of lives and 
money quite msignificant, compared with the ordinary 
dangers and casiulties of such expeditions, and that it 
must be a very narrow spirit and view of the subject which 
can raise the cry of " Cui himo," and counsel us to relin* 
quish the honour and peril of such enterprises to Buuia 
and the ITnited States of America ! 

It can Bcarcely be deemed out of place to give here a 
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short notice of the Uterarj labours of this exceUent and 
talented maa, as I am not aware that eucli an outline has 
appeared before. 

Sir John Barrow was one of the chief wrtterB for 
the Quarterli/ Review, and his articles in that journal 
amount to nearly 200 in number, forming, when bound 
■up, twelve separate Tolumes. All those relating to the 
jCrctio Expeditions, &o., which created the greatest interest 
at the period thef were published, were from his pen, and 
consist chiefly of the following papers, commending froni 
the 18th volume: — On Polar Ice; OnBehrins's Straita and 
the Polar Basin ; On Boss's Voyage to Baffin's Bay ; On 
Parry's First Voyage ; Kotzebue'a Voyaee ; Franklin'* 
First Expedition ; Parry's Second and 'fliird Voyages, 
and Attempt to ILeach the Pole ; Franklin's Second Expe- 
dition ; Lyon's Voyage to Kepolse Bay ; Back's Arctio 
Iiaad Expedition, and his Voyage of the Terror. Besides 
these he published " A Chronological History of Voyages 
to the Arctic Seas," and afterwards a second volume, " On 
the Voyages of Discovery and Sesearch within the Arolia 
Hegions. 

He also wrote hves of Lord Macartney, 2 vols. 
4to; of Lord Anson and Howe, each 1 vol. Svo; ol 
Peter the Great ; and an Account of the Mutiny of the 
Bounty, (in the " Family library ;") " Travels in 
Southern Africa," 2 vols. 4to ; and " Travels in China and 
Cochin China," each 1 vol. 4to. 

In the " Encyclopedia Britannica " are ten or twelve of 
his articles, ana he wrote one in the lEdinhttrgh Bemew by 
special request. 

In addition to these Sir John Barrow prepared for the 
press innumerable MSS. of travellers in all parts of the 
globe, the study of geography being his great delight, as 
is evidenced by his having founded the Boyal Oeograplucal 
Soeiely of London, which now holds so lugh and iiiuen- 
tial a position in the learned and scientific world, and 
has advanced bo materially the progress of discovery and 
research in all parts of the globe. Lastly, Sir John 
Barrow, not long before his death, published his own 
autobiography, in which he records the labours, the toil, 
»td sdventure, of a long and honourable public life. 

Sir John Barrow hu described, with voluminous care 
and minute research, the arduous services of all the chief 
Arctic voyagers by sea and land, and to his volume I must 
refer those who wish to obtun more extensive details and 
pHticulars of the voyages of preceding centuries. He has 
ilso graphioallj set ftffth, to use hij owe words, "their 
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Mreral elMntctera and oondoet, bo nnifonoly displayed 
tfaeiF ODfimolm^ perserenuice in difficulties of no oroiaa 
deacription, their patient endurance of extreme sufferin 
'borne without murmuring, and with an etjuaoimitj ai 
ftrtitnde of mind aader the moBtappallinedutreas, rare] 
if erer, eqnalled, and auch u could only l>e supported I 
a superior degree of moral oooraee and Teaipiiatioa to tl 
Dinne will— ^plajing Tirtaeg like tliose of no ordinal 
0Mt«, and such as will not Ml to exeite the aympathy, an 
diallenge the admiratioTi, of every right-feekog reader." 
HakfOTt, in his " Chroaicle of voyages,' juatlj ol 
HTveB, that we should use much oare in preaerring th 
memoriea of the worthy acta of our nation. 

The different sea Toyiges and land journeys of Hie pre 
seat century towaids the iN'orth Pole hare redounded t 
lie hononr of onr country, as well as reflected credit Oi 
&e efaaracters and reputation of the officera engaged ii 
them ; and it ia to these I ccmfine my obserrations. 

The proereaB of diacorery in the Arctic regions hai 
been slow but progreesiye, and msch still within the limiti 
of practical navigation remains yet unexplored.- As 
En^ishmen, we must naturally wish that discoTerieE 
iriuch were first attempted by the adrenturous spirit and 
naritime skill of oar coundymen, should he finally 
achiered by the same means. 

"Wil it not," says the worthy "preachaE," Hakluyt, 
"in all posteritie be aa great a renown vnto our Enghsh 
natione, to hare beene the first discouerers of a sea beyond 
the !NoTth Gape, (aeuer certainely knowen before,) and of 
a conuenient passase into the huge empire of fiussia, by 
the Bale of St. Nicholas aod of the Siuer <^ Duma, aa for- 
the P<»tngalea, to hare found a sea beyond the Cape of 
Bnona Esperanza, and so otMaequestly a passage by sea 
into the East Indies P" 

I cordially agree with the Quarterly Bevtae, that 
"neither the country nor the naval service will ever beLeva 
thOT have any cause to regret Toyages which, in tie eyes 
of foreigners and posteri^, must confer lasting honour 
i^onbc^." 

The cost <A these voyages has not been great, while the 
consequences vriU be permanent ; for it has been well re- 
nurkea, by a late wrihir, that " the record of enterprising 
lutrdihood, physical enduiaoee, and steady perseverance, 
displayed in overcominx elements the most adverse, will 
.ong remain among the worthiest memorials of homan 
eaterpriae." 
" inow ihaU i admire," aaya Pok^m, "your heroio 



thmess ! Wiat neyther dread bo loBg eytber tke jwesence or 
ftbsenee of the taaae -, uor tikoee neey mjatB, tempes' 
toons windB, c<Jd Uasts, snowe aiuf i^jk in the ajre; 
nor the nneqaftll eeat, whidi might Bmaze the hearer, and 
amate the beholder, when the Trit<»M and fTeptane'a 
selfe would quake with chiliing feare to behold Bucn iiK»t< 
jrtrooB icie itands, reating- themaelveg witliteiToiir of their 
own mnasmes, and disdajniof otherwise both the sea'a 
BorereiTntie and the saane'a hottest Tiolenoe, musteriiig 
themseiTea is those watety plaiJies where they hold a e«ii- 
tinnal civill warre, and roamug one upon another, maka 
viudea and warei nre backe ; seeming' to rent the earea 
of others, while thej r«it thMuselvea with orashiag aod 
splitting their coneealed armoors." 

So tbcUr are t&e polar «MB of the ncvth«n hemiaphero 
dnatered with laoda, that the long winter mtmtha serve to 
Bccumnltito field ice to a prodigtoos extent, so as to fom 
an shn(»t impenetrsUe banier of hypeibc^ean ttoitr— 

■A ccjitil pBraaeot bj the breith of Hnrcn 
Ccmeuled arm." 

Althongh there are now no new ctmtinents left to dis- 
corer, onr intrepid Britiah adrentiirers are but too e^er 
to achiere the bubble reputation, to hand down t&ir 
names to Aitnre sges for patient endoranoe, zeal, and en- 
terprise, by ^[plorations ot the hidden nrfsteiiee of— 

-tbelHgldxone. 
Wbnc, ftir relentlna montbs, eontiniwl idgbt 
Holds o'er the glitteiing wisle her itUT7 light i* 

hy nndergoine perila, and andnrin^ prirationa and 
dangers, whioh the mind in its teflectiTe momenti 
Hhndders to contemplato- 

It ta fair to etaijeotare that, so intense is the cold, and 
BO limited the anmmer, and oonsequently so short tiia 
time allowed for a transit within the Aictio circle, from 
Baffin's Bay to Behring's Straits, that a pasaage, eren if 
discorcTed, will nerer be of anj nse as a channel. It 
is not likely that these expeditions would ever hare been 
perseTered in with bo much obstinacy, had the prospeoti 
now opening on the world of more practicable eon- 
nezions with the Eaat been known forty years ago. 
Now that the sacred demands of humanity liaTe b^n 
answered, very little more will be heard about 'Uie north- 
west passage to Asia; which, if erer found, must be 
always hasardons and piotraoted, when a short and quiok 
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one can be Eucomplulied bj nilroada throu|;h America, 4 
C&nals ftcrOBH the iHtlimiu. 

A thorough knowledge of the relatire boundaries < 
land and ocean on this oar globe haa in all ages, and b 
nil cooatriea, been considered one of the most importaji 
desiderata, and one of the chief featorea of popular hifox 
meitioa. 

But to no coontiy ia thia knowledj^e of audi pnuxtica 
ntilitj- and of Buch eaaential importance as to & maritinK 
nation like Grreat Britain, whose mercantile marine riaiti 
everj port, whose insular position renders her completely 
dependent npon distant quarters for half the necessary 
anppliea, whether of food or lunuy, which her native 
population consume, or which the iirta and manufacturest 
of which she is the emporimn, require. 

With a vast ajid yearly incressing dominion, covering 
almost ever^ re^on of tne habitable globe, — the chart 
of onr colonies bemg a chart of the world in ontlinei for we 
sweep the globe and tonch every shore, — it becomes necee- 
earv that we should keep pace with the progress of 
Colonization, by enlarging wherever possible our maritime 
disooveries, completing and verifying our nautical Borveya, 
improving our met«orologicBl researahes, opening op 
new and speedier periodical pathways over the oceans 
ivhich were formerly traversed with so much danger, 
donbt, and difficulty, and maintaining our superiority as 
tlie ereateBt of msritime nations, by sustaining that high 
and distinguished rank for naval eminence which has ever 
attached to the British, name. 

The arduous achievements, however, of our nautical 
discoverers have seldom been appreciated or rewarded as 
they deserved. We load oar naval and military heroes — 
the men who gnard our wooden walls and auccessfiilJy 
fight our battlM— with titles and pensions; we heap 

To these, and deservedly so, princely remuneration and 
manner of distinctiona ; but for the heroes whose 
patient toil and protracted endurance far snrpasa the tur- 
moil of WW, who peril their lives in the cause of science, 
many of whom fall victims to pestilential clinutea, fumnc, 
and the host of dangers which environ the voyager and 
traveller in nneiplored lands and unknown seas, we have 
OiJy a place in tlie niche of Fame. 
' What bonouis did England as a maritime nation 
confer on Cook, the foremost of her naval heroes,— a man 
whose life was sacrificed for his country P Ejs widov 
had an annuity of 2O0L, and his surviving children 
'"^L each per annum. And this is the reward paid to the 
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jnoBt eminent of our naval discoTerers, before whom 
Cabot, Drake, Frobinher, Magellan, Anson, and tbe arctic 
adTentoreri, Hudson and Bami, — although aU eminent for 
their discoTeries and the important services they rendered 
to the canae of nautical science, — sink into insignificance! 
If we glance at the resiilte of Cook's voysces we find that 
to hJTn we are indebted for the innumerable diacoveriee of 
islands and colonies planted in the Pacific ; that lie deter- 
mined the conformation, and surveyed the numerous bays 
and inlets, of Sow Holland; established the geo^a- 
phioal position of the north-western shores of America ; 
ascertained the trendino- of the ice and frozen shores to 
the north of Behrin^ a Straits ; approached nearer the 
South Pole, and made more discoveries in the Australian 
regions, than aU the navigators who had preceded him. 
On the very shores of meir vast empire, at the es' 
tremity of Kamtschatka, his active genius first tanght 
the SuaaianB to examine the devious Irendinss of the 
lands which border the Prozen Ocean, in tue neigh* 
bourhood of the Arctic circle. He explored both die 
eaatem and western coasts above Behnng's Straits to so 
high a latitude as to decide beyond doubt the question as ' 
to the existence of a passage round the two continents. 
He showed the Bussians how to navigate the dangerous 
seas between the old and the new world ; for, as Coxe has 
remarked, "before his time, eveirthing was uncertain 
and confused, and though they had undoubtedly reached 
the continent of America, yet they had not aseertoined 
the line of coast, nor the separation or vicinity of the two 
continents of Ajia and America." Coxe, certainly, does 
no more than justice to his illiietrious couutrvman when 
he adds, " the solution of this important problem was re- 
served for our great navigator, and every Englishman 
must exult that the discoveries of Cook were extended 
further in a single expedition, and at the distance of 
half the globe, than the Bnssians accomplished in a long 
series of years, and in a region contiguous to their own 

Look at Weddell, again, a private trader in seal-skins, 
who, in a frail bark of 160 tons, made important dis- 
coveries in the Antarctic circle, and a voyage of great«r 
length and peril, through a thousand miles of ice, than had 
previously teen performed by aaT navigator, paving the 
way for the more expensively fitted expedition under 
Sir James Soss. Was Weddell remunerated on a scale 
commenmirate with his important services F 

Half a century ago the celebrated Bruce of Einnaird, 
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hv a Beriea of aoiuidings And obeerrAtions t»keii in th» 
Ibed S«*, now the gKst Hgkwaj of orerknd eaatcm 
tnffie, Tendered its naTJgation more Mcsre and pnnctiiaL 
Sow WM he rewarded by the then eiistiiijr minutTy F 

Take a more recent instaiLce in the indefatigable enerey of 
lieutenant Waghom, "BJS., the enterpnainf; i»oneer of the 
OTerland lonte to India, What does not the oommeTce, the 
character, the repntation, of thia eonntrf owe to hia inde- 
fatigable exertions, in bringing the metrc^lis into okwer 
conneiion with our Tast and important Tti.i;iiti empire P 
And what was the reward he received for the saerifices he 
madeof time, iiioDe7,heBlth,andlif«P A i>alti7 annoitj to 
himself of WQL, and a pensi<m to his widow of 251. per 

Is it creditable to lu, as the first naval power of the 
world, that we ahovld thus dole oat miseraDle pittances, 
or entirely ovei^ook the saccesafal patriotic exertions and 
acientifio enterprises and discorenes of private adven- 
tnrerB, or pubhc oommajidera P 

The attractions of a eommer TOyage along the hajs and 
leas vrhere the son shineB for four months at a time, ex- 
ploring the bare rocks and everlasting ice, with no com- 
panion but the white bear or the Arctic fox, may be all 
very romantic et a distance ; bnt the mere thonsht of a 
winter residence there, Irozen fast in some solia ocean, 
with snow a dozen feet deep, the therroometer ranging 
from 40° to 60^ below zero, and not a glimpse of the 
blessed sun from November to Fehmary, is enough to 
l^re a chill to all adrenturoos notions. %at the cheers 
and men engaced in the searching expeditions ailei 
Sir John FruiUin calmly weighed u these difficulties, 
and boldly went forth to encounter the perils and dangers 
of those icy seaa for the sake of their noble fellow-saBor, 
whose fate was so long a painful mystery to the 

It has been truly observed, that " this is a service for 
which all officers, howerer hraTO and intelligent they may 
be, are not equally qualified; it requires a peculiar tact, 
an inqruBitive and persevering pnrsmt after detaJfl of fact, 
not always interesting, a contempt of danger, and an 
enthnsiasm not to be Mimped by ordinary difEculties." 

The records which I shall have to give in these pages of 
voyages and travels, unparalleled m their perils, their 
duration, and the protracted Bufferings which manv of 
them entailed on uie adventurers, will bring ont in oold 
relief tiie prominent characters who have figured in Arctic 
Discoreiy, and whose names will descend to posteri^, em- 
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blazoned on the scroll of Fame, for their br&Terf, ^elr 
patient endnrance, their aldll, and, above all, their firai truet 
and reliance on that Almighty Being who, alt^ngh Se may 
have tried them Borelj, has nerer utterly fi»«aken them. 

Capt. Johh Boss's Yorxai, 1818. 

Jx 1818, Hie Soyal Highneas ti)« Prince Beeent hariBg 

sif^nified his pleflsure that an attempt should tie made to 
find a passage by sea between the Atlantic and Parifio 
Oceans, the Lends ComnnHsionerB of the Admiraltf 
were pleased to fit oot four vessels to proceed t«i*srii(s 
the North Pole, nnder the command of Captain John 
Itoss. No former eipeditioa had been fitted out on. 
HO exteoBive a scale, or so c<Hnpletel^ equipped in every 
respect as this one. The circum stance which mainly led 
to the sending out of these vesBels, was the open character 
of the bays uid seas in those regions, it having been ob- 
eerved for the previous three vears that very xmusual 

Jnantitiea of the Polar ice had Boated down into the 
.tlantic. In the year 1817, Sir John Barrow relates that 
tiie eastern coast of Greenland, which had been shut np 
with ice for four centorjes, waa found to be accessible from 
the 70th to the SOth degree of latitude, and the inter> 
mediate sea between it and Spitzbergen waa bo entirely 
open in the latter parallel, that a Hamburgh ship hsid 
actually sailed along this track- 
On the ISth of January, 1818, the foui ships were put in 
oommisaion — the Isabella, 385 tons, and the Alexander, 
252 tons — under Captain Boss, to proceed up the middle 
of Davis's Strait, to a high northern latitude, and then to 
stretch aoTOBB to the westward, in the hope of being able 
to pass the northern eitreraity of America, and reach 
Behring'a Btrait by that route. Those destined for the 
Polar sea were, the Dorothea, 382 tons, and the I'rent, 24& 
tons, which were ordered to proceed between Greenland 
and Spitzbergen, and seek a passage through an open 
Polar sea, if such shonld be foimd in that direction. 

I shall take these voyages in the order of their publica- 
tion, Eoaa having given to the world the account of hia 
voyage shortly Mter his return in 1819 ; while the narra- 
tive of the Ytmtge of the Dorothea and 2V«n* waa only 
Sblished in 18&, by Captwn Beechey, who served as 
eut«nant ot the 2Ven(, during the -vayBap. 
The following were the officers i«. ofthe ships under 
Captain Sobs : — 
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Itabella. 
Captun— John Bon. 
lieutenant — W. Kobertxm. 
Puraer— W. Thom. 
Sui^eon — John Edwsrdi. 
Aesistant Surgeon— C. J. BeverleT. 
Admiralty Midab^meu — A. M. Sliene and James Clark 

Midshipmaii and Clerk — J. Bnslinan. 
Greenland Pilots— B. Lewis, master ; T. "Wilcox, mat«. 
Captain (now Colonel) Sabine, II.A. 
Jonn Sachease, an Eequimaus interpreter. 
46 petty officers, Roasien, and mtuines. 
Whole complement, 67. 



Lieutenant and Commander— William Edward Parry, 

(now Captain Sir Edward.) 
Lientenant^-H. H. Hoppner (a first-rate artist.) 
Purser— W. H. Hooper. 

Greenland Pilots — J. Allison, master i J. Philips, m&te. 
Admiralty Midshipmen — P. BiEson and J. If ins. 
Assistant Snrgeon — A. Fisher. 
Clerk— J. H^e. 
SB petty officers, seamen, .^c. 

Whde complement, 37. 

On the 2nd of May, the four vessels beine reported St 
for sea, rendezvoused in Brassa Sound, Snetland, and 
the tiTO expeditions parted company on die following day 
for their respeetiTe destinations. 

On the 26th, the Isabella fell in with the first iceberg, 
which appeared to be abont forty feet hi^h and a thooBond 
ieet long. It is hardly possible to imagme anything more 
exquisite than the variety of tints which these icebergs 
display ; by night as weU as by day they gKtter with a 
vividness of colour beyond the power of art to represent, 
^'hile the white portions have the briilianey of silver, 
tll(^il- colours are as varions and splendid as those of the 
rainbow ; their ever-ehanging disposition producing effects 
as singular as they are new and mt«re8ting to those who 
have not seen them before. 

On the 17th of June, they reached Waygatt Sound, 

beyond Disco Island, where they found forty-five whalers 

'=!tained by the ice. Waygatt Island, from observations 

en on shore, was found to be 6° longitude and 30 
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mileB of latitude from the situ&tiou aa laid down in the 
Admiralty Clutrts. 

Tker were not able to get away from here till the 20th, 
when me ioe be^an to break. By onttinjg paseagea through 
the ice, and by dint of towing and WBiprnq;, a alow prc^pvsB 
was made with the ships untii the 17tn of July, when two 
ice-fioes closing in upon them, threatened ineTitable de- 
struction, and it was only by the greatest exertions that 
they hove through into open water. The labours of 
warping, towing, and tracking were subaequently very 
severe. This tracking, although hard work, MPorded 
srcat amusement to the men, giving frequent occasion for 
the exercise of their wit, when some of the men occasion^ 
ally fell in through holes covered with enow ot wedc parte 
of the ice. 

Tery high mountains of land and ice were seen to the 
north side of the bay, which he named Melville's Bay, 
forming an impassable barrier, the precipices next the sea. 
being from 1000 to 2000 feet high. 

On the 29th of June, the Esquimaus, John Sacheuse, 
who had accompanied the expedition from England aa 
interpreter, was sent on shore to communicate with the 
natives. About a dozen come off to visit the ship, and, 
after being treated with coSee and biscuit in the cabin, 
and having their portraits taken, they set to dancing Scotch 
reels on the deck of the Itabella with the sailors. 

Captain Boss gives a pleasant description of this scene 
— "Sacheuse*! mirth and joy exceeded all bounds; iuid 
with a good-humoured officiouBnesa, justified by the 
important distinction which his superior knowledge now 
gave him, he performed the office of master of the cere* 
monies. An Esquimaux M.C. to a ball on the deck of 
one of H.M. ships in the icy seas of Greenland, was an 
office somewhat new, but Haah himself conld not have 
performed his fimdions in a manner more appropriate. It 
did not belong even to Nash to combine in his own person, 
like Jack, the discordant qualificationa of seaman. Inter- 
preter, draughtsman, and master of ceremonies to a ball, 
with those of an active fisher of seals and a hunter of 
white bears. A daughter of the Danish resident (bv aa 
Esquimaui woman), about eighteen years of age, and by 
far the best-looking of the haO'-caBte group, was the object 
of Jack's particular attentions ; which bemg observed by 
one of our officers, he gave liim alady's shawl, ornamented 
with spangles, as an offering for her acceptance. Ha 
presented it in a most reepectful, and not ungraceiul, 
manner to the damsel, who bashfully took a pewter ring 
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from lio- finger and gKva it to him in retoni, rewaat 

hha, at the iame time, with an eloquent Bmile, w 

-omdd leave no donbt on oar Eaqaimanx'i mind Miat he 
had made an impreasiMi on her heart." (Vol. 1, p. 67-S.) 



•On the fith of AugOEt the little auka {Memdut , 
irere exoeedinglv ammdaiit, and manj were lEot for food, 
as waa alao a large gnU, tiro tieet firo inchei in length, 
which, when killed, ^sgrarged nw <tf tiieae little birds 
entire, 

A fortnight later, on tiro boats bein^ tent from the 
^aheUa to procure aa moiif of these birdi aa pouible, 
t<x the ptorpow of preierviug them in ice, thejr returned 
at midnight wilji a boat-load of about JGOO, having, on an. 
average, killed fifteen at eaoh shot. The boats of the 
Alexander were neailv as BucceBsfid. These birds were 
afterwards served doily to eadt man, and, among other 
ways of dioMing tJiem, tJiey were ftmud to make exoellent 
Boup — not inferior to hara soup. Not le«B than two 
luindred auks were shot on the 6th of Angost, and served 
ont to the ships' oompanies, among whose victuals thej 
proved an agreeable variety, not having the fishy flavour 
'that might be expected from their food, which consists of 
■eruBtaoea, small fishes, molhuoa, or maiine vegetables. 

On the 7th of Angost tite ships wereplaced in a most 
^tical situation by a gale of wmd- The Xsdbella wae 
litlied br the preasare of toe fioes on each side of her, and 
it was doubted wheQier the vessel oonld long withstand 
the grips and oononssions she sastained ; " every anppcn^ 
threatened to give wsy, the besms in the hold began to 
bend, and the iron water-tanke settled togeliier. The two 
TOEsels were thrown with violent concussion against eadi 
Other, the ice-anchors and cables broke one after the other, 
a boat at the stem was smashed in the «)llision, and the 
masts were hourly expected to go by the board ; but at 
this juncture, when certiun dest^otion was momentarily 
looked for, by the merciiul interposition of Providenoe 
the fields of ice saddenly opened aiul formed a clear ptssage 
for the shiuB." 

A singoW physical feotnre was noticed on the part 
of the coast near Cape Dudley Digges: — "We have 
disooverod (says Boss) that the snow on the iace of the 
difis presents an appearance both novel and intereating, 
being apparently stained or covered by some satwtaDce 
which gave it a deep crimson colonr. Hiis snow was 
venetrated in many plaoes to a depth of ten or twdie feet 
vj the colouring matter ' There u nothing new, \iaweTec, 
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acCOTdini; to Bwrow, in the diacovery of red Bnoir. Plinf , 
and other writen of his tdiae, mentionit. Svusure foimd 
it in T&rioiu ptutB of the Alps ; Martin fbond it in Spiti- 
bergen, ind no donht it is to be met with in most aTpiiio 
renona. 

In the omrse of Ihia tedious, and oft«n hibocioiu. pn>- 
greas tbroagh the ice, it became necees^^ to keep die 
whde of the crew st the most fotaguing woi^ sometimes 
fi» leTeral daya and nightB without intermiBHkni. Whea 
this wBB the case, an extra meal wae served to th^n it 
midni^t, generally of preseired meat ; and it was found 
that this nounaiiment, when the mind iiid body were botii. 
occiu)ied, and the sun oontinually present, rendered Uiem. 
capable <rf pemainicg without ^eep, so that they oft«n 
paesed thiee days in thia manner without any risible 
mconrenimoe, retnmiii^ after a meal to their labour on 
the ice or in the boate gnite refreabed, and oontinuii^ 
at it without an 



After making hasty and very cursory eiami nations of 
Smith's and Jones' Sounds, Boss arrived oa the 30th of 
August off the eztenaive inlet, named by Baffin Lancaster 
Soiuid. The entrance was perfediy clear, and the soond- 
inga ranged from 650 to 1000 fathoms. I shall now qnotv 
ItoBs's own observations on this subject, because iron 
his unfortunate report, of a range called the Croker moon* 
tains, Etretidung acrMS this Strait, has resulted much <^ 
the lidicnle and discredit wfaiclt baa attached to bii 
acconnts, and clouded his eariy reputation — "OntheSlst 
(he savs) we discovered, for the first time, that tiie land 
extended front the south two-thirda acrosa thia apparent 
Strait ; but the fog which continually occupied that 
tjiunter, obscured ila real figure. Daring the day, much 
interest was aioited on bowd by the ^tpearauee of thia 
Strait. Hie general opinion, however, was, that it was 
only an inlet. The land wbb partially seen extending 
across; the yellow sky was perceptible. At a Httle befops 
4 o'clock a.m., the Imd was seen at the bottom of tiM 
inlet by the officers of the watch, bnt before I got cm, 
deck a apace of about seven decrees of the oompass waa 
obscured l^ the fog. The land which I then aaw was a 
high ridge of mountains extending directly across th« 
bottom of the inlet. This chain appeared extremely higb 
in ibe centre. Although a passage in this direction 
appeared hopeless, I was det«rmined to explore it eom- 
pletely. I therefore ooatinned all sail. Mr. Beverley, tb« 
wrgooa, who waa Hke most sanguine, went up to the crow'l 
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nest, and at twelve reported to me that before it becaiao 
iJiick he had Been the land aciDiB the baj, except for a 
very short space. 

"At three, I went on deck; itoompletelj cleared for tea 
minutes, when I dietinctlf saw the land rODnd the bottom 
of the bay, forming a chain of mountaiua connected with 
those which extended along the north and south side. 
This land ap^sred to be at the distance of eight leagues, 
and Mr. Lewis, the master, and James Haig, ^adin); man, 
being sent for, they took it« bearings, which were inserted 
in the log. At this moment, I auo saw a continuity of 
ice at the distance of seren miles, extending from one 
tide of the b^ to the other, between the nearest capo to 
the north, which I named ailer Sir George Warrendei-, 
and that to the sonth, which was named after Viscount 
Castlereagb. The mouutainB, which occupied the centre, 
in a norUi and south direction, were named Croker's 
MoantaiitB, afler the Secretary to the Admiralty." (Vol. 1, 
p. 241-46, 8to edit.) 

They nest proceeded to Possession Bay, at the entrance 
of the Strait, where a great many animus were obaerred. 
Seer, fox, ermine, bears, and h^s, were either seen, or 
proved to be, in abondajice by their tracks, and the 
skeleton of a whale was foond stranded about 500 yards 
beyond high water mark. Finding, as Eoss supposed, no 
outlet through Lancaster Strait, the vessels continued 
their process to the southward, exploring the western 
coast of BafBn'a Bay to Pond's Bay. and Booth's Inlet, 
discovering the trendmg of the land, which he named iXorth 
Galloway, and North Ayr to Cape Adair, and Scott's 
Bay. 

On September the 10th, they landed on an island near 
Cape Eglmgton, which was named Agnes' Monument. A 
flag-staff and a bottle, with an account of their proceedings, 
were set up. The remains of a temporary habitation of 
■ome of the Esquimaux were here observed, with a £re- 

Ce, part of a hnmuk skull, a broken stone vessel, some 
es of a seal, burnt wood, part of a sledge, and tracks 
of dogs, &e. 

While the boat ws« absent, two Urge bears swam off 
to the ships, whioh were at the distance of six miles &otn 
the land. They reached the Alexander, and were imme- 
diately attacked bv the boats of that ship, and killed. 
One, which was snot through the head, iiiifortunaUly 
sank ; the other, on being wounded, attacked the boats, 
and showed considerable play, but was at length secured 
*nd towed totheiiaieWobytheboataof bothships. The 
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animnl weighed llSlJIbs., besides tbo blood it htd los^ 
vbi ?li was estimated at SOlbs. more. 

On tlie following d&y, Lieat. Parry was sent on shore to 
examine an iceberg, -n-bicb was found to be 4169 yardi 
long, 3369 yards broad, and 61 feet high, being aground in 
61 Tathoms. Wben they hud ascended to the to^, which 
was perfectly flat, they lonnd a hnge white bear in quiet 
posaessiou of the mass, who, mtich to their mortification 
and astonishment, plnnged without hesitation into tba 
sea from the edge of tbe precipice, which was fifty feet 
high. 

Trom carefiil observation it was found that there waa 
no such land in tbe centre of Davis Strait aa James'i 
Island, which was ]aid down in most of the charts. 
Nothing deserving of notice oocnrred in the sabsequent 
course of the Teasels past Cape Walsingham to Cumber- 
land Strait 

The lat of October bavins arrived, the limit to whioh 
hb instructions permitted Tmn to remun out, Eoss shaped 
bis courso homewards, and afl«r encountering a severe 
gale off Cape Farewell, arrived in Grimsby Boads on the 
I4th of November, As respects the purposes oi Arctio 
discovery, this voyage may be considered almost a blank, 
none of the important inleta ajid sounds of Baffin's Bay 
having been eiplorod, and all that was done was to define 
more clearly tbe land-bounds of Davis Strait and Baffin's 
Bay, if we except the valuable Tuaenetic and other obser- 
Tations made by Capt. Sabine. The commander of the 
expedition was promoted to the rank of captain on paying 
off the ahips in December, 1818. 

The account of his voyage, published by Capt. Hoas, is 
of the most meagre and imintOTesting descnption, and more 
than half filled with dr^ details of Ote outfit, copies of hia 
instructions, of his routme letters and orders to his officen, 
Itc. 

BnCHAN AND FbAMSLIN. 

Dorothea and li-eni to Pole, 1S18. 

In conjunction with the expedition of Capt. John Eoae, 
was that sent out tothe coast of Spitzbergen, and of which 
Capt. Beechey has published a most interesting account, 
embellished with some very elegant illustrations from hia 
pencil. The idiorge of it was given to Capt. D. Buchsn, 
who had a few years previonsly conducted a very interest- 
ing expedition into the interior of Newfoundland. The 
first and moat imp<»rtBnt object of this expedition was tlte 
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discoren' of a passBge over or as near the Pole, as miglrt 
be possible, and through Behring's EtrsitB into the Paci&^ 
But it was also hoped that it might at the sune time 
be the means of improving the geographT and Ii^dio. 
I^raphy of the Arctio recrionB, of which bo httle was at that 
tune known, and contribute to the advancement of science 
and natural knowledge. The objects to which attenticHi. 
was specially pointed in the Admiralty inBtroctions, were 
the variation and inchnation of the magnetic needle, 
the intenaitj of the mtu^etic force, and how far it is 
affected by atmoBpherical electricity ; the t*mperatm-o of 
the air, the dip of the horizon, refraction, height of the 
tides, set and velocity of the cmrents, depths and aound- 
in^ of the sea. Collections of specimens to illustrate the 
animal, mineral, and Tegeteble kingdomi, were aJso 
directed to be made. 

The officers and crew appointed to these vessels 
w«e;— 

Dorothea, 382 tons. 

Captain — David Bnchan. 

Lieot^nant — A. Moreil. 

SnJ^eon— John Duke. 

Assistant-Surgeon — W. G. BOTland. 

Parser — John Jennain. 

Astronomer — George Fisher. 

Admiralty- Mates — C. Palmer and W. J. Dealy. 

Greenland Pilots — P. Brace, master ; G. Crawfurd, mate. 

46 Petty Officers. Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 65. 

2V«i/, 249 tons. 
Xieutenant and Commander— John Franklin. 
Lieutenant — Fred. W, Beechey (artist). 
Purser— W. Barrett. 
Assistant- Surgeon — A. Gil fill an. 
Admiralty Mates — A. Etid and George Btuik. 
Greenland Pilots— G. Fife, master, and G. Eirby, mate. 
SO Petty Officers and Seamen. 

Total complement, 38. 



Having been proiierly fitted for the service and taken 
onboarcrtwe years provisions, the ships sailed on the 
2Sth of April. The Trent had hardly got clear of the 
river before she sprang a leak, and was de'ained in the 
■"Ort of Lerwick nearly a foK;nii;ht undergoing repairs. 

Oa iba 18th of Uay, th« mips encountered a severe 
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B>le, aad nndeF eren stonn stafBails were buried gnnwole 
deep in the wares. On the 24th thej sighted Cheritt 
Island, Bitaatod in Ut. 74° 33' N., end laua. 17° 40' E., 
formerlj so noted for its Gahery, beioe much freqaented 
by wahiisea, and for manj veara the Mnecory Companr 
cairied on a locratire trade by sending ships to tlie island 
ibr oil, as msny aa a thousand aoiroala being often cap- 
tured by Ute crew of a single ship in the conrse of aix ae 

The progress of ihe discovery ships through iJie small 
floes and mige masses of ice wliich Soated in aoccession. 
past, waa slow, and liiese from their novelty were regarded 
with pecnliar attention from the grotesque shapes they 
assumed. The progress of a vessel through such a laby- 
nnth of frozen masses is one of the most interesting sighta 
tliat offer in the Arctic seas, and kept the oSoers and crew 
out of their beds till a late hour watching tJie acenti, 
Gapt. Seechey, the graphic narrator of the voj^e, tliaa 
dascT^jes the general impreaaion ereat«d; — "There was 
besides, (HI this ocoaaion, an additional mottve for remain- 
ing up ; TeiT few of ns bad ever seen the gaa at midnight, 
and l^s night happening to be particnlarly clear, bis brood 
red disc, eurionsly distorted by refraction, and sweepinf 
majestically along the northern borizon, was an object (3 
imposing grandeur, which riveted to the deck some of oof 
crew, who would perliaps have behdd with indiffwenco 
the less imposing effect of tlie iceberga ; ch" it might harA 
been a combinaticm of both these phenomena ; for it 
eauDOt be denied that the novelty, occasioned by tho 
floating masses, was maten^y heigtitened by the singalaz 
efiect produced by the very low altitude at which tlie ana 
cast bis fifry beams over ^e icy surface of the sea. The 
ra^ were too obliqne to iUtuniDate more than the ineqoa- 
Uties of the floes, and falling thus partially on the grotesqojs 
shapes, either really assumed by the ice or distorted oy 
the imeqiial refraction of ilie atmosphere, so betr^ed me 
imagination that it required no great exertion of fancy to 
trace in various directions arcAitectural ediflcea, grottof 
and caves ber» and there glittering as if with predons 
metala. So generally, indeed, was the deoeptdoc admitted, 
that, in directing the route of the vessel from aloft, we for 
awhile deviated from our nautical jdiraseology, and shaved 
our course for a church, a tower, a bridge, or some similar 
structure, instead of for lumps of ice, which were nsually 
desipiated by leas elegant appellations." 

The increasing dimeulties of this ice navigation soos, 

lioirerQr, directed their attention from tonunoe to th» 

o2 
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reality of their positioii, the perils of which loon became 
alarmingly apparent. 

" The streams of ice, between which we at first pursued 
oar Herpentiiie course nith comparative eaae, graduallr 
became more narrow, and at length so impeded the uavi- 
l^tion, that it became necesBarj to run the ships aj^ainat 
HOme of these imaeinary edifices, in oidei to torn them 
aside. Even this did not always succeed, as some were 
80 aabstantial and immovable, that the Tesaels elanced oS 
to the opposi'te bank of the channel, and then became for 
a time embedded in the ice. Thus circumstanced, a vessel 
has no other resource than that of patiently awaiting the 
change of position in the ice, of which she must take 
everj advantage, or she wUl settle bodily to leewatd, and 
become completely entangled." 

Oa the ^th the ships Eight^d the southern promonton' 
of Spitzbergen, and on the 23th, while plying to vrind- 
ward on the western aide, were overtaken by a violent 
gale at south-west, in which they parted company. 
The weather was very severe. "The snow fell in heavy 
showers, and several tons weight of ice accumulated about 
the aides of the brig (the iWnf), and fonned a complete 
casing to the planks, which received an additional laver at 
each plunge of the vessel. So great, indeed, was the ac- 
cumulation about the hows, that we were obliged to 
cut it away repeatedly with bms to reheve the bowsprit 
from the enormous weight that was attached to it ; and 
the ropes were ao thickly covered with ice, that it was 
necessary to beat them with 1ar?e sticks to keep them in a 
state of readiness for any evolution that might be ren- 
dered necessary, either by the appearance of ice to Iee< 
ward, or by a change of wmd." 

On the nle abatmg. Lieutenant Franklin found himself 
surrounded by the main body of ice in lat. 80" IT., 
and had much difficulty in extricating the vessel. Had 
this formidable body been encountered in thick weather, 
whilst scudding before a eale of wind, there would have 
been very httle chance of saving either the vessels or the 
crews. The Trent fortunately fell in with her consort, the 
Dorothea, previous. to entering the appointed rendezvous 
at Magdalena Say, on the 3rd of June. This commodious 
inlet being the first port they had anchored at in the Polar 
regions, possessed many objects to engage attention. 
What particularly strucK them was the briSiancy of the 
atmosphere, the peaceful novelty of the scene, and the 
grandeur of the various objects with which Nature haa 
Stored tJieM unfrequented regions. Ihe anchorage ia 
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formed by lasgei mountains, which rise precipitously to 

the height of about 3000 feet. Deep valleja and glene 
occur between the ranges, the greater part of which are 
either filled with immenBo beds of snow, or with glaciers, 
sloping from the summits of the moontainons margin to 
the rerv ed^e of the sea. 

The bay is rendered conspicnotis by four hnge glaciers, 
of which the most remarsable, though the smallest is 
size, is Bitaat«d 200 feet above the sea, on the elofye of a 
mountain. From its peculiar appearance thiu glacier has 
been termed the Hanemg Iceberg. 

Its position is such that it seems as if a very small 
matter would detach it from the mountain, and precipitate 
it into the sea. And, indeed, large portions of its ii^)nt do 
occasionally break away and fall with headlong impetuosity 
upon the ijeach, to the great hazard of any boat that may 
chancetobenear. The largest of these glaciers occupies the 
headof tbebay, and,BGCDr£n^ toCaptain Beechey's account, 
extends ihim two to three miles inland. I^umerous lai^s 
rents in its upper surface have caused it to bear a resem- 
blance to the rata left by a wa^n, hence it was named 
by the voyagers the " Wagon TVay." The frontage of 
this glacier presents a perpendicular surface of 300 feet 
in height, by 7000 feet in length. Mountain masses — ■ 



'With glacier balllemenls tbat croiril Ihe tpberec, 
Tbe alow creBtton of six thouBand fears, 
Amjdat Innnenelly ther tower eabUioe, 
Winter's etf rnil palace, Suat bj Time." 

At the head of tbe bay there is a high pyramidal 
mountain of granite, termed £ot^ Hill, from the myriads 
of email birds of that name iraich freqnent its base, 
and appear to prefer its environs to every other part of 
the luirbonr. "They are bo numerous that we have 
frequently seen an uninterrupted line of them extending 
ftill half way over the bay, or to a distance of more than 
three nnlea, and so close together that thirty have fallen 
at one shot. This hving column, on an average, might 
have been about six yards broad, and as many deep ; so 
that, allowing sixteenoirds to a cnbic yard, there mnat have 
been nearly four milhons of birds on the wing at one time. 
The number I have given certainly seems large ; yet when 
it is told that the httle rotges nse in such numbers aa 
completely to darken the air, and that their chorus is dis- 
tinctly audible at a distance of four miles, the estimato 
will not be thought to bear any reduction." 
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One of their earliest excursiona in thia bay waa an 
attempt to aacead the peak of Botge Hill, " upon which," 
«ays Captain Beechej, "maynow, perhaps, be seen at the 
height of about 2000 feet, a staff that once earned a red 
flag, which was planted there to mark the greatest height 
we were able to attain, partly in conaequenee of the ateep- 
nesH of the ascent, hut mainly on account of the detached 
maaaes of rock which a very slight matter would diaplaco 
and hurl down the precipitous decKril^, to the utter 
deatruction of him. who depended upon their support, or 
who might happen to be in their path helow. The latt«r 
part of our aacent was, indeed, much against onr inclina- 
tion ; but we found it impos^le to descend by the way 
we had come up, and were compelled to gain a ledgo.. 
which promiaed the only secure resting-place we co^d 
find at that height. This we were able to,effect by- 
sticking Ute tomahawks with which we were provided into 
creTices in the rock, as a support for our feet ; and Bomo 
of theae instruments we were obliged to leave where they 
were driren, in consequence of the danger that attended 
their recovery." During the vessel's detention ia thia 
harbour, the bay and anchorage were completely sur- 

When the first party rowed into this bay, it was 
in quiet poeseasion. of herds of walruses, who were so vn- 
accustomed to the sight of a boat that they assembled 
about her, apparently highly incensed at the intrusion, and 
swam towards her as though they would have torn 
the planks asnnder with tiieir tusks, l^eir hides were so 
tough that nothing bnt a bayonet would pierce them. 
The wounds that were inflicted only served to increase 
their rage, and it was with much difficulty they were kept 
off with fire-arms. Subsequently the boats went better 
prepared and more strongly supported, and many of these 
monsters were killed; some were fourteen feet in length 
and nine feet girth, and of such prodigious weight 
that the boat's crew could scarcely torn them. 

The ships had not been many days at their anchorage 
when they were truly astonished at the sight of a strange 
boat pulling towards the ships, which was found to belong 
Zti some Bussian adventurers, who were engaged in the 
collection of peltry and morse' teeth. Thia is the last re- 
maining establishment at Spitzbergen still upheld by the 
merchants of Archangel. 

Although equally surprised at the sight of the veaaels, 
the boat's crew took courage, and after a careful scrutiny, 
went on board the Dorothea ,- Captain Buchan gave them a 
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&ind leceptioD, and aapplied tliem with wHateTei they 
wanted ; in retam for vhicK tltej sent on board tia 
fdilowing day a aide of renison in eicellent conditjcai. 
WiBbing to gain some fiirther informatioa of these people, 
an officer accompanied them to their dwelling at tlie head 
of a smfiU oore. about four miles distant from the bay, 
where he foond a comfortable wooden hat, weU lined viui 
moss and stored with venison, wild docks, Ac- 
It ia related by Captain Beechey that it was witii 
extreme pleaanre they noticed in tlua retired spot, pro- 
bably the most northern and most desolate habitation of 
oar globe, a spirit of gratitude and derotion to the Al- 
mighty rarely exerebed in crHlized countriea- " On hmd- 
ing &om the boat and approaching their reaidenee, these 
people knelt upon its threshold, and offered up a prayer 
with fervour and evident sincerity. The exact natore of 
the prayer we did not learn, bnt it was no doubt one of 
thanksgiving, and we concluded it was a custom which 
these reduses were in the habit of observing on their safe 
return to their habitation. It may, at aH events, be 
regarded as an instance of the beneficial effects which 
seclusion from the busy world, and a contemplation of 
the works of Nature, almost invariably produce upon 
the hearts of even the most uneducated part of man- 
kind." 

On the 7th of June the expedition left the anchorage to 
renew the ezaininatjon of the ice, sod after ateering a few 
leagues to the northward, found it ^«eisely in the same 
state as it had been left on the 2iid. In spite of all their 
endeavours, by towing and otherwise, the veBSels were 
driven in a (4lm by the heavy swell into the packed ice, 
and the increasing p^eril of their situation may be ima- 
gined from the following graphic description -. — 

" The pieces at the edge of the pact were at one time 
wholly immersed in the sea, and at the neit raised far 
above their natural line of flotation, while those farther 
in, being more eitensive, were alternately depressed 
or elev^ed at either extremity as the advancing wave 
forced its way along. 

" The see-aaw motion which was thus produced was 
alarming, not merely in appearance, but in fact, and must 
have proved fatal to any vessel that had encountered it j 
as floes of iee, several yards in thickness, were continually 
crashing and breaking m pieces, and the sea for miles was 
covered with fragments ground so small that they actually 
ibrmed a thick, pasty substance — in nautical language 
termed 'brash ice — which extended to the depth of five 
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feet. Amidat Has gidd^ element, onr whole attention was 
occn^ed in endearotiniig to pkce the bow of the Teesel, 
tiie etroitgeit psrt of her &ajne, in the direction of tJie 
most formidable pieces of ice — b mimcenvTe which, though. 
likelj to be attended with the lose of the bowsprit, was 

Jet preferable to encountering the etiJl gre&ter risk of 
Kring the broadside of the veeael in contact with it ; for 
this would have subjected her to the chance- of dipping 
ter ffonwale tmder the floes as she rolled, an accident 
which, had it oecnrred, would either have laid open her 
aide, or have oreraet tht vesee] at once. In either case, 
the event would probably hare proved fatal to all on 
board, as it wonld nave been next to impoaeible to rescue 
any penoB Jroni the confiiaed moving mass of brash ice 
which covered the sea in every direction." 

The attention of the seamen was in some d^;Tee diverted 
from the contemplation of this scene of difficulty by the 
neceaaity of employing all hands at the pump, the leak 
having gained npon them. But, fortunately, towards 
monung, they got quite dear of the ice. 

Steermg to llie westward to reconnoitre, they fell in, 
in longitude 4° Sff E., with several whale ships, and were 
informed by them that the ice was quite compact to the 
westward, and that fifteen vessels were beset in it. Fro- 
ceeding to the northward, the ships passed, on the Ilth of 
June, Cloven Cliff, a remarkable isolated rock, which 
marks the north-western boundary of Spitzbergen, and 
steered along an intricate channel between the land and ice ; 
but, next morning, their fiirther advance was stopped, and 
the channel by which the vessels had entered became bo 
completely closed up as to preclude the possibihty also of 
retreating. Lieut. Seeohey proceeds to state — 

" The ice soon began to press heavily upon us, and, to 
add to our difficulties, we found the water 90 shallow that 
the rocks were plainly discovered under the bottoms of the 
ships. It was impossible, however, by any exertion on 
our part, to improve the situations of the vessela. They 
were as firmly fixed in the ice as if they had formed part 
of the pack, and we could only hope that the current would 
not drift them into still shsUower water, and damage them 
against the ground." 

The ships were here hemmed in in almost the same 
position where Baffin, Hudson, Poole, Captain Phipps, and 
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TOnnd with a loud grinding noiHe, urging the vessele. 
-wUch were less than a mile from the land, still nearer and 
nearer to the beach. 

"By great exertions, the ships were hauled in to smsll 
bays in the floe, and aecared there by ropes fixed to the 
ice bv meane of large iron hooVa, eaUed ice anchors. 
Shifkng the ships from one part of this foe to the other, 
they remained attached to the ice thirteen dajH. As this 
change of position could onlj be effected in main force, 
the crew were so constantly engaeed in this harassing 
dutj, that theii time was divided aLnost entirely between 
the windlass and the pump, until the men at length became 
BO fatigued that the aica-list was seriooaly ao^nnented. 
Dniing this period, however, the situation of the leak was 
fortunately discovered, and the damage repaired. 

An officer and a party of men who left the Dorothea to 

Sy a visit to the shore, about three or four miles distant, 
it themselves in the fog and snow, and wandered about 
for sisteen hours, until, quite overcome with wet, cold, and 
fatigue, they sat down m a state of despondency upon a 
' " 3 of ice, determined to submit tjieir fate to Providence. 
ir troubles are thus told — 

" To travel over ragged pieces of ice, upon which there 
were two feet of snow, and often more, springing from 
one shppery piece to the other, or, when the c^nnels 
between them were too wide for this purpose, ferrying 
themselves npon detached fragments, was a work wnich 
it required no ordinary exertion to exeonte. 

" Some fell into the water, and were with difficulty pre- 
served from drowning by their companions j while others, 
afraid to make any hazardous attempt whatever, were left 
npon pieces of ice, and drifted about at the mercy of the 
wmds and tides. Foreseeing the probahihty of a separa- 
tion, they took the first opportunity of dividing, in equal 
shares, the small quantity of provision which thoy had 
remaining, as also their stock of powdra and ammnnition. 
They also took it in turns to fire mnslAita, in the hope of 
being heard from the ships." 

The reports of the fire-arms were heard by their ship- 
mates, and Messrs. ^fe and £irby, the Greenland ice- 
masters, ventured out with poles and lines to their assist- 
ance, and had tiie good fortune to fall in with the party, 
and bring them safely on board, after eighteen hours' 
absence, ^^ey determined in future to rest satisfied 
with the view of the shore which was afforded them from the 
ship, having not the slightest desire to attemnt to approach 
it i^ain by means of the ice. 
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The preaauFe of the ice against the vetaeh now beca 
yery f^at. 

" At one time, when tlie Trent appeared to be ao clo» 
wedged up that it did not seem possible for her to 
moTed, she wu BnddenlT lifUd four feet by an enomu 
mass of ice gettin? onder her keel ; at another, the fit 
ments of the cmmoliii^ floe were jnled Tip under the boi 
to the great danger of the bowsprit. 

" The Dorothea was in no leas imminent danger, especia 
troia the point of a floe, which came in contact with 1 
aide, where it remained a short time, and then glanced o 
and became checked bj the field to which she waa moon 
The enormous presaure to which the ship hod been su 
jeoted via now apparent by the fleld bemg rent, and i 
point broken into fragments, which were speedily heapi 
up in a pyramid, thirly-flre feet in height, upon the ve: 
gommit of trhicb there appeared a hnee moes, bearing tl 
imprcBBion of the planks and bolts of me veBBel's bottom 

Avuling them^elTes of a break in the ice, the ships we: 
moved to an anchoniGie between the islands oonti^uoua : 
the Cloven CUffi and on the 28th of June, ancEored : 
£i)«en fathoms water, near Yogel Sang. On the ialan< 
they found plenty of gome, and eider ducks. 

The ielflnd of Vogel Sang alone Buppiied the crews wil 
forty rein-deer, which were in such nigh condition thi 
^e fat upon the loins of some measored. irom four to si 
inches, and a carcass, ready for being dresaed, weighe 
285 lbs. Later in the season, the deer were, however, b 
lean that it waa rare to meet with any fat upon them s 
all. 

On the 6ih of July, flnding the ice had been driven t 
the northward, the ^ps again put to sea, and Cuptai 
Suchon determined to prove, by a desperate efTort, wha 
advance it was possible to make bv dragging the vessel 
through the ice whenever the smallest opening occmied 
This laborious einterinkent waa performed by fixing krgi 
Topes to iron hooks driven into the ice, and by heaving 
upon them withthewindlasa.apartyremovingobstructionj 
in the channel with BawB. Bat in spite of all their exertions 
ibe most northerly position attained was 60° 37' N, 
Although fastened to the ice, the ships were now drifted 
bodily to the southward bv tike prevailing current Thej 
were also much injured by the pressure of hummocks 
and fields of ice. 

On the 10th ot July, Captain Beechoy tella us, the 
Trent sustained a Bqueese which made her rise four feet, 
and heel over five streaks ; and ou the ISth and 16th, both 
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vessels suffered coaaiderable damage. " On tliat oceaEion," 
he BSJ8, " we obserred a £eld nheen feet in thickne^ 
break up. and the pieces pile upon each oth.er to a ^at 
Leiglit, until they npset, when they rolled over with & 
tremendOTifl crash. The ice neat the shipB was piled up 
above their bulwarks. Fortunately, the ressels rose to the 
pressure, or they must have had their sides forced in. 
The 2V«ii received her greatest damage upon the qnarters, 
and was so twisted that the doors of all the cabins flew ' 
open, and the panels of some started rn the frames, while 
her false stempost vaa moved three inches, and her tim- 
bers cracked to a nwDst serious extent. The Dorothea 
suffered still more: some of her beams were sprung, and 
two planks on the lower deck were split fore and ait, and 
doubled up, and she otherwise sustained serious injury in 
her hull, it was in vain that we attemptedany relief; onr 
puny efforts were not even felt, though continued for 
eight hours with unabated zeal ; and it was not until the 
tSechanged that the smallest effect was produced. When, 
however, that occurred, the vessels righted and settled in 
the water to their proper draught." 

From the lath to the 19th, they were closely beset with 
ice. For nine successive days following this the crews 
■mere occupied, night and day, in endeavouring to extricate 
the ships, and regain the open sea. Thinking lie had given 
tiie ice a fwr triol here, the commander determined npon 
examinineita condition towards the eastern coast of Green- 
land, and in the event of finding it equally impenetrable 
there, to proceed ronnd the south cape of Spitzbergen, and 
make an attempt between that island and !En ova Zembla. 

On the 30th of July, a sudden gale came on, and broueht 
down the main body of the ice upon them, so that uie 
ships were in such imminent danger that their only means 
of safety was to take refuge amongst it — a practice whidi 
has been resorted to by whalers in extreme cases — as their 
ocJy chance of escaping destruction. 

The following is a inscription of the preparation made 
to withstand the terrible encounter, and the hair-breadth 
escape from the dangers ; — 

" In order to avert the effects of this as much as pos- 
sible, a cable was cut up into thirty-feet lengths, and these, 
with plates of iron four feet square, which had been sup- 
plied to us as fenders, together with some walrus's bides, 
were hung round the vessels, especially abont the bow* 
The masts, at the same time, were secured with additic 
ropes, and the batches were battened and nailed & 
Sj tho time these precantions had been taken, otu 
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proBcli to the breakers only left m the Bltemntive of either 
nermittuig the ehipB to tie drifted broadside a);ain8t the 
ice, and bo to take their chance, or of endearouring to 

force fairly into it by puttine before the^ind. At length, 
the hopeless stat* of a Tessel placed broadside against so 
formidable a body became apparent to alt, aad we resolved 
to attempt the latter expedient." 

Eagerly, but in vain, was the general line of the pack 
Bcanned, to find one place more open than the other. All 
parts appeared to be equally impenetrable, and to preaent 
one unbroken line of fariona breakers, in which inmenBe 
pieces of ice were heaving and subsiding with the WB,vee, 
and dftnliipg together with a violence which nothing ap- 
parently but a Bohd body could withstand, occasioning; 
such a noise that it was with the greatest difSculty the 
officers could make their orders heara by the crew. 

The fearful aspect of thia appalling scene is thus aketched 
off by Captain Beechey : — 

" CTo language, I am convinced, can convey an adequate 
idea of the ternflc grandeur of the effect now produced by 
the collision of the ice and the tempestuous ocean. The 
sea, violently agitated and rolling its mountainous waves 
against an opposing body, is at all times a, sublime and 
awful sight ; out when, in addition, it encounters immense 
masses, which it has set in motion with a violence equal to 
its own, its effect is prodigiously increased. At one mo- 
ment it bursts upon these icy fragments and buries them 
many feet beneath its wave, and the next, as the buoyancy 
of the depressed body struggles for reascendancy, the 
water rushes in foammg cataracts over its edj;es ; whilst 
every individud mass, rocking and labouring m its bed, 
grinds against and contends with its opponent, until one is 
either split with the shock or upheaved upon the surface 
of the other. Nor is this collision confined to any par- 
ticular spot, ■ it isgoineonasfaraathesightcanreachi and 
when &om this convulisive scene below, the eye is turned 
to the extraordinary appearance of the blink in the sky 
above, where the unnatural cleamess of a calm and silvery 
atmosphere presents itself, bounded by a dark hard line of 
stormy otonda, such as at this moment lowered over our 
masts, as if to mark the confines within which the efforts 
of man would he of no avail. The reader may imagine the 
sensation of awe which must accompany that of grandeur 
in the mind of the beholder." 

" If ever," continues the narrator, " the fortitude of 
seamen was fairly tried, it was aaeuredly not lees so on thia 
occasion ; and I will not conceal the pride I felt in wit- 
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nessin^ the bold and deoisiTe tone in which the orders 
were usned by the commander (the late Sir John 
Franklin) of our little veBBel, and the promptitude 
and BteBdineBB with which they were executed by the 
crew." 

Ab the labourins; Teasel flew before Gie gale, ehe soon 
neared the Bccno of danger. 

"Each person instinctively aecnred his own hold, and 
with, ilia eyes fixed upon the mast«, awEuted in breathless 
anxiety ilie moment of concussion. 

" It soon arriyed, — the brig (Trenf} cutting her way 
through the light ice, came in violent contact with the 
main Dody. ui an instant we all lost our footing; the 
masts bent with the impetus, and the cracking timbers 
from below bespoke a pressure which was calculated to 
awaken our serious apprehensions. The vessel staggered 
under the shook, and for a moment seemed to recoU; but 
the next wave, curling up under her counter, drove her 
about her own length within the margin of the ice, where 
she gave one roll, and was immediately thrown brosdaido 
to the wind by the sucf^eding wave, which beat furiously 
against her stern, and brought her lee-side in contact with 
the main body, leaving her weather-side exposed at the 
same time to a piece of ice about twice her own dimensions. 
This unfortunate occurrence prevented the vesselpene- 
trating s^ciently far into the ice to escape the efiect of 
the gale, and placed her in a situation where she was 
assaikd on all sides by battoring-rsms, if I may use the 
expression, every one of which contested the small spaiK 
which she occupied, and dealt such unrelenting blows, that 
there appeared to be searcely any possibility of saving her 
from foaudering. Literally tossed from piece to piece, we 
had nothing left but patiently to abide the issue ; for ws 
could scarcely keep our feet, much less render any assist- 
ance to the vessel. The motion, indeed, was so great, that 
' the ship's bell, which in the heaviest gale of windliod never 
■truck of itaeif.now tolled so continuMly, that it was ordered 
to be mufSed, for the purpose of escaping the unpleasant 
association it was calculated to produce. 

" In anticipation of the worst, we determined to attempt 
placing the launch upon the ice under the lee, and hurried 
mto her such provisions and stores as could at the moment 
be got at. Serious doubts were reasonably entertained of 
the ooat being able to live amongst the confiised mass by 
which we were encompassed; yet as this appeared to be 
our only refiige, we dung to it with all theeagemeBH of • 
lut resource." 
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From the injury the Teasel repeatedlr received, it 
became very endent that if aubjected t« toi* concussiott 
for &ny tune, she oould not hold together lonf ; the 
only chanoe of eHcape, therefore, sppeuM to depend upon 
getting before the wind, and penetrating iiirther into tlie 

To effect this with any probabihty of Bucceas, it became 
neceBB&rv to Bet more head-Bail, though at tiie risk of the 
masts, already tottering with the presBure of that which 
was apread. By the expertnesa oi^ the aeatnen, mor« esil 
was apread, and under this additional preaBore of cau- 
TasB, the ship came into the dcBired poBition, and Vdth the 
aid of an enormoua masa tinder the atem, she split a Btnall 
field of ice, fourteen feet in thickueBS, which had hitherto 
impeded her progreas, and efieoted a pasaage tor herself 
between the piecea. 

In this improved position, by carefully placing the pro- 
tecting fenders between the ice and th« ahip'a aidea, the 
atrokes were much diminished, and she managed to weather 
out the gale, bnt lost sight of her oonsoTt in the clouds of 
Spray which were tossed abont, and the huge intervening 
massea of ice among which they were embayed. On the 
gale moderating, the ships were fortunately got once moro 
into an open sea, although both ^eahled, and one at l^aat, 
the Dorothea, which had enatained the heavy shocks, in a 
foundering condition. For the m^n object of the expedi- 
tion they were now UBeless, and, both being ina leaky state, 
they bore up for F^ Haven, in Spitzbergen. In approach- 
ing the anchorage in South Gat, the ITreat bounded over a 
sunken rook, and struck hard, hut this, after their recent 
danger, was thoueht oomparatively li^ht of. 

On examining the hulls of the veaa^, it was found they 
bad sustained fiightful ininriee. The intermediate lining 
of 'felt between the timbera and planks aeema to have 
aided greatly in enabling the reaaela to sustain the rE.peated 
powernil shocks iivej luul encountered. Upon consulting 
with his officers, Captuu Buchan came to the opinion that 
tlie moat prudent course was to patch up the vesaela for 
their return voyage. lieutenant Franklin preferred aa 
Wf;ent teqilest that he might be allowed to proceed in his 
ewikv«BS<u upon the interesting service still nnexeouted; 
bnt this oould not be complied with, in eouaequence of the 
kacwd to die crew of proceeding home aingly in a veasel 
ao shattn<sd and unsafe as the Oorotie^. Aitei refittmg, 
ttey put to sea at the end of Aagasl« and reached Rnglanfl 
bj the middle of October. 



FnAirxuii'a Fnsi Lum ^xpsditiok, 1819-21. 

In 1819, on the Tecommendation of the Lorda of tha 
Admiralty, Capt. FrsnUin was appointed to connaand oa 
overload expedition &om Hudson's Baj to the northern 
ehoreB of America, for the purpoBe of determining tho 
latitudes and longitudes, and exploring the ooaat of tho 
continent eastward from the Coppermine Biver. Dr. John, 
Itichardson, B.T4^., and two Admiralty midshipmen, Mr. 
George B&ck, (who had been out on the Polar expedition. 
in theprevioua year in H. M. S. Trent,) and Mr. Sobert 
Hood, were pls^d under hia orders. Frerions to his de- 
parture bam London, Cajit. Franklin obtained all t}i» 
mformatioa and adrice possible from Sir Alex. Mackenzie, 
one of the only two persons who had yet explored those- 
shores. On uie 23rd of J^y. the party embaried at , 
Gravesend, in the JPriaoe of Waie», beiongmg to the Hud- 
eon's Bay Companr, which immediately got under weigh 
in company with her consorts, the JEddt/slone and Wear. 
Mr. Back, who waa left on shore by accident in Yarmoutb. 
succeeded in catehing the ship at Stromness. On the 4itli 
of August, in lat, 59° 68' K., and long. 59° 53' W., they 
first f^ in with large icebergs. On the following day, tha 
height of one was ascertained to be 149 feet. Aiter a 
stormT and perilous vojaee they reached the anchorage >^ 
York Flats on the 30th of AMfuat. 

On the 9th of September, Capt. Franklin and his partrr 
left York Factory m a boat by the way of tJie rirers and 
lakes for Cumberland Hoose, another of the Company's 
posts, which they reached on the 22nd of October. 

On the 19th of January, Franklin set out in company 
with Mr. Back, and a seaman named Hepburn, with pro- 
viaious for fifteen days stowed in two sledges, on uieir 
jonmey to Fort Chipewyan. Dr. Biohardson, llr. Hood, 
and Mr. Connolly, accompanied them a short distance. 
After teuching at different poets of the Company, they 
reached their destination safely on the 26th of March, after 
a winter's jonmey of 8d7 miles. The greatest difficulty 
experienced by the trarellera was the labour of walking in 
snow show, a weight of between two and three pounds 
being constantly attached to galled feet and swelled 
ankles. 

On the 13tlx of JuIt, they were joined by Dr. BichardsoB 
sad Mr. Hood, who nad made a ve^ expeditiona journey 
&(un Cumberland House ; they bad on^ one daj's pro- 
visions lelt« tha pvmmioaa Qiay liad i«eeiT«d »t the posts 
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being BO mouldy that they were obliged to leave it behind. 
Arrangeinents were now made for their journey north- 
ward. Sixteen Canadian voyageuTB were engaged, and a 
Cbipewyan woman and two interpreters were to be takoi 
on from Great Slave Lake. The whole stock of provieioa. 
they could obtain before starting was only sufficient for 
one day's sopply, esclusive of two barrels of flour, three 
csaea of preserved meats, some chocolate, arrow-root, and 
portable sonp, which had been brought from England, and 
were kept as a reserve for the journey to the coast in the 
following season; seventy pounds of deer's flesh and a 
little b^ey were all that the Company's officers coold ffive 
them. The provisions were distributed among three canoes, 
and the party set ofi' in good spirits on the 18th of July. 
They had to make an inroad very soon on their preserved 
meats, for they were unfortunate in their fishing. On the 
24th of July, however, they were successful in shooting a 
hutTalo in the Salt Itiver, after giving biyn fourteen bula. 
At Moose Deer Island they got supplies &om the Had- 
Fon's Bay and T^'oithWest Companies' officers, and on the 
37th set ont again on their journey, reaching Fort Provi- 
dence by the 39th. 

Shortly after they had an interview with a celebrated and 
influential Indian chief, named Akaitcho, who waa to fiimish 
them with guides. Another Canadian voyageur was here 
engaged, and the party now consisted of the officers 
already named, Mr. Fred. Wentzel, clerk of the N. W. 
Fur Company, who joined them here, John Hepburn the 
English seaman, seventeen Canadian voyaeenrs, (one of 
whom, named Miche], was an Iroquois,) and three Indiui 
interpreters, besides the wives of three of the voyageiira 
ivho nad been brought on for the purpose of tnnlring 
clothes and shoes for the men at the winter establish- 
ment. The whole number were twenty-nine, exclusive 
<^ three children. I give the list of those whose names 
occur most frequently in the narrative : J. B. Belanger, 
Peltier, Solomon Belanger, Samandre, Benoit, Perranlt, 
Antonio Fontauo, Beauparlant, Vaillant, Credit, Adam 
St. Germain, interpreter ; Augustus, and Junius, Esqui- 
maux interpreters. They had provisioua for ten days'con- 
gumptioD, besides a little chocolate and tea, viz., two casks 
of flour, 200 dried rein-deer tongues, some dned mooao 
meat,portable soup, anda little arrow-root. A small extra 
canoe was provided for the women,and the journey for the 
Coppermine Biver was commenced on the 2nd of Aogast. 
The party met with many hardships — were i^aced on 
4iort diet— And some oi the Canadiaaa broke ont into ofea 
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Tebellion, refoaing to proceed, farther. Howerer, they 

n-ere fit la«t calmed, ana arrived on the 20th of August at 
Fort Enttirpriae on Winter Lake, which, by the advice of 
their Indian gnidea, they determined on making their 
winter quarters. The total length of the voyage from 
Chipenran was 663 miles; and after leaving Fort Provi- 
dence they had 21^ miles of portage to pass over. As the 
men had to traverse each portage four times with a load 
of 180 lbs., and return three tunes light, they walked in 
the whole npwards of 150 miles. 

In consequence of the reinsat of Akaitcho and his party 
of Indians to guide and accompany them to the sea, 
because, as they aUeged, of the approach of winter, 
and the imminent danger, Capt. Eranklin was obliged 
to abandon procBedine that season down the river, and 
contented himself with, despatching, on the 29th, Mr. 
Back and Mr. Hood, in a light canoe, with St. Grcrmain as 
interpreter, eight Canadians, and one Indian, Airnished 
with eight days' proTiBions — all that could be spared. 

They retnmed on the 10th of September, after having 
reached and coasted Point Lake. In the meantime, 
Franklin andEichardson, accompanied by J. Hepburn and 
two Indians, also made a pedestrian excursion towards the 
same quarter, leaving on the 9th. of September, and re- 
tnming on the 1A&. The whole par^ spent a long 

On the 6th of October, the officers quitted their tents 
for a good log house which had been built. The clay with 
which the wttils and roof were plastered had to be tem- 
pered before the fire with water, and froze as it was 
daubed on ; but afterwards cracked in duch a' manner as to 
admit the wind from every quarter. Still the new abode, 
with a good fire of fagots in the capaeioos clay-built 
chimney, was considered quite comfortable when compared 
with Oie chilly tents. 

The rein-deer are foond on the banks of the Coppermine 
Eiver early in May, as they then go to the sea coast to 
bring forth their young. They usually retire from the 
coast in July and August, rut in October, and sheltT 
themselves in the woods during winter, Before the middia 
of October, the carcaseH of IIX) deer had been secured iK 
their store-house, toeether with 1000 lbs. of suet, and some 
dried moat ; and eighty deer were stowed away at various 
distances from their house, en cache. This placing provi- 
aiona " en cacb^," is merely burying and prrtecting it fi:om 
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wolrea and other depredators bj heavy loKb oF wood or 

On the IStk of Octobor, Mr. Bai& Biid Mr. Wentzel. 
Bccompanied bj two Canadian yoj^gevn, two Indiaas »nd 
iieir wives, set out for Fort Providence to make the neces- 



aapplieB might not be obtained from the eatsbliBfamentB cm 
Slave Lake. Despatohei for FjigUnd were also forwarded 
by them, detailing the progresa of the ^qwdition up to this 
date. By the end of the month the men had also com- 
pleted a home for themselves, 31 feet by 18. On tho 
3Gth of Gotober, Akait<!ho, and his Indian party ofhnaters, 
Bmoimtbig with women and children to lorty souIb, cams 
in, omng to the deer having migrated Bonthw^rds. Thia 
added to the daily number to be provided for, and by this 
time tbeir anunnnition was nesrly expended. 

The fishing iailad aa the weathor became more severe, 
and was eiven up on the 5tk of ^November. About 1200 
wMto fit£, of from two to three lbs., had been procnred 
daring the season. Thefiahfroceas tbov were taken fixna 
the nets, becoming in a abort time a solid mass of ice, so 
that a blow or two of the hatchet would easily split them 
open, when the intestines might be removed m one lump. 
If thawed before the fire, even after being frozen for nearly 
two days, the fish would recover tiieir anim^ion. 

On the 23rd of November, they were gratified by the 
appearance of one of the Canadian voyageniB who had set 
out with Mr. Back. His looks were matted with snow, 
and he was bo incmEted with ice from head to foot, that 
llkey oould sceroely reeoenise him. BJe reported that tlie^ 
had had a tedions and fctigning ioumey to Port Provi- 
dence, and for some days were destitnte of provisions- 
Letters were brought from England to the preceding 
April, and qoickly was the padcet thawed to get at die 
contents. The newspapers conveyed the inteUigenee of 
the death of George LII. The advices ae to the ex> 
pect«d stores were disheartening ; of ten bales of 90 lbs, 
each, five had been left bv some mismanagement at the 
Grand S^id on the Sattkatchawan. On the 28th rf 
November, St. Gflrmain the interpreter, with eight CaiSi- 
dian voyaceuTS, and four Indian hunters, were sent oW to 
bring up the stores from Fort Providence. 

On Che 10th of December, Franklin mana^d to get rid of 
Aludteho and his Indian party, by represcudngtothcmthe 
impossibility of maintaining them. The leader, howeveiv 
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left tlieiii Itis Etged raotber and two Fanudt^ sttendaatB ; nnd 
(jd Eeskarrah, the soide, with his wife and dw^ter, 
remaijied behind. This daughter, who was deaif^nated 
" (ireen. Stockings" from her dress, waa considered a great 
beauty by her tribe, and, although but siiteim, had 
belonged suceesaiTely to two husbands, and would pro- 
bably have heen the wife ofnunyinore, if her mother nad 
not reqmred her aerrieee as a nuise. 

Mr. Hood took a good likeness of the yODS^ ^*^I' ^''^ 
her mother was eomewhat BTerae to her sithng rar it, 
fearing (hat "hex daughter's likeness would iadace tiie 
Great Chief who resided in England to send for the 
ori(tinal!" 

The diet of the party iu their wintar abode consisted 
almost entirely of ceia-deer meat, TBiied twice a week by 
fish, and occasionally by a Httle fiour, but thev had no 
Tegetables of any kind. On Snndav morning tney had ft 
onp of chocolate ; but their greatest lusory wa« tcA, which 
they regularly had twiee a day, although without sugar. 
Candles were formed of rein-deer tat and strips of cotton 
ehirts ; and Hepburn acquired considerable skill in the 
manufacture of soap from the wood-sshea, &t, and salt. 
The atores were anxiously looked for, and it waa hoped 
the? would have arrived by Ifew Year's Day (1821), so as 
to have kept the festival. As it was, they could only 
receiTe a, htde flour and fat, both of irtuoh were oonsidered 
great luxuries. 

On the l&th. seven of the men arrived witii two kegs ot 
Tom, one hsirel of powder, sixty poirnds of ball, two rolls 
of tobaeoo, and some clothing. 

" They had been twenty-one days on their mareh front 
Slave I^ke, and the labour theyunderwent was sufficiently 
evinced by their sledge ooUsrs having worn out the 
shoulders of tlieir cofttn. Their loads weighed from sixty 
to ninety pounds each, exclusive of their bedding and 
provisions, which at startin? must have been at least as 
much more. We were much rejoiced at their arrival, and 
proceeded forthwith to pieree the spirit oesk, and issue to 
each of the household the portion of rum which had been 
promised on tiie first day of the yemr. IHie spirits, which 
were proof, were finsen; but after standing at the fire for 
some time they flowed out, of the coosistenoe of honey. 
The temperature of the liquid, even in this state, was so 
low as instantly to convert into ioe the moisture which 
condensed on the surface of the drain -glass. The fingers also 
adhered to the glass,and would douMtess have been speedilr 
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frozen had they been kept in contact witii it ; yet each of 
the Toysgere swallowed his dram without eiperiencinit 
the slightest inconvenience, or complaining of tooth-ache." 
It appeared that the Canadians had tapped tbe rum- 
cask on their journey, and helped themselves rather 

On the 27th, Mr. Wenteel and St. Germain arrived, 
with two Esquimaux interpreters who had been eugaged, 
possessed of euphoni:}U8 names, repreeenting the belly and 
the "ar, but which bad been Anglicised into Augustus and 
Junius, being the months they had respectively arrived at 
Fort Churobill. Tbe former spoke Englisb. They brought 
four dogs with them, which proved of great use during 
the season in drawing in wood for ftiel. 

Mr. Sack, at this time, the 24th of December, had gone 
on to Cidpewyam to procure stores. On the 12th of 
February, another party of bit men wai sent to Fort 
Providence to bring up the remaining supplies, and 
these returned on the 5th of March. Many oi the cachis 
of meat which had been buried early in the winter were 
found destroyed by the wolves, and some of these animals 

Srowled niehtly about the dwellings, even venturing upon 
leroof of" their kitehen. The rations were reduced from 
eight to the short allowance of five ounces of animal food 
per day. 

On the 17th of March, Mr. Back returned from Fort 
Chipewyan, after an absence of nearly five months, 
dunng which he bad performed ajoumey on foot of more 
than eleven hundred miles on snow shoes, with only the 
slight shelter at night of a blanket and deer skin, with the 
thermometer frequently at 40° and once at 57°, and very 
oiten passing several days without food. 

Some very interesting traits of generosity on the part 

of the Indians are recorded by Mr. Back. Often they 

gave up end would not taste of fish or birds which they 

caught with the touching remark, " Wo are a:CCQStomed to 

nd you are not." 

lages as the following oft«n occur in bia nar- 
le of our men caught a fish, which, with the 
r some weed scraped from the rocks {tripe de 
forms a glutinous substance, made us a tole- 
IS not of the most choice kind, yet good 
While we were eating it, I 
an busily employed scraping an 
i contents of which her husband presented us 
consisted of pounded meat, fat, and a greater 
if ludian't and deer's hair than either, and. 



'yg." 
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tiioaeli such, a mixture msj not appear Teiy aUnring to an 

"" ;liak Btomach, it was thooght a great luiury after tbri " 

i' privation in theae cbeerless reeioos of America." 



Sngliak BtomBc}i, it was thooght a great luiury aftier tbree 

laya' privation in these cheerless reBions of America." 

To return to the proceedingB at Fort Enterpriae. 



the 23rd of March, the last of the winter's stock of deer's 
meat was expended, and the party were compelled to 
consume a little pounded meat, which had been saved for 
making petumican. The nets scarcely produced any fiah, 
and their meals, which had hitherto been scau^ enough, 
were now restricted to one in the day. 

The poor Indian famiUes about the house, conaistine 
principally of siclc and infirm women and children, suffered 
even more privation. They cleared away the snow on the 
sit« of the Autumn encampments to look for hones, deer's 
feet, bita of hide, and other ofial. " When (says Frank- 
lin) we beheld them gnawing the pieces of nide, and 
ponnding the bones for the pnrpose of extracting some 
nourishment from them by boiling, we regretted our 
inability to reheve them, but little thought that we should 
ourselves bo afterwards driven to the necessity of eMcrly 
collecting these same bones a second time from the dung- 
On the 4th of June, 1821, a first paity set off from the 
winter quarters for Point Lake and the Coppermine River, 
under the charge of Sr. ^Eichardson, consistinf, in all, 
Toyagenrs and Indians, of twenty-three, eicluaive of 
children. Each of the men carried about 80 lbs., besides 
his own personal baggage, weighing nearly as much more. 
Some of the party ifra^ed their loads on sledges, others 
preferred carrying their burden on their backs. On tlie 
iSth, Dr. EicWdson sent back most of the men ; and on 
the 14th Franklin despatehed Mr. Wentzel and a party 
with the canoes, which had been repaired. Following the 
water-course as &r aa practicable to Wintorl^ke, frank- 
lin fallowed himself with Hepburn, three Canadians, two 
Indian hunters, and the two Esqnimaus, and joined Dr. 
Bichardson on the 22nd. On the 2Sth they all resumed 
their ionmey, and, as they proceeded down the river, 
were lortonate in killing occasionally several musk oxen. 
On the 16th the^ got a distinct view of the sea from the 
summit of a lull ; it appeared choked with ice and full of 
islands. Abont this time they fell in with small parties of 

On the 19th Mr. Wenfzel departed on his return for 
Slave Lake, taking with Tiim four Canadians, who had 
been discharged for the porpose of reducing the expendi- 
ture of provision as much aa possible, and despatches to 
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be forwarded to Engiand. He wai also inatraoted to 
eaoae the Indiana to aepoait a relaj of provieiona at Fort 
Snterpriae, readj for the party ahoiild. they retom that 
way. The ramainder of the PE>rtT, inoluding officers, 
amounted to twenty persooa. The Stance that had been 
trsverscil from fort Enterprise to the month of the mer 
was ahoat 334 miles, and tlie canoes had to be dragged 
nearly 120 miles of tiiis. 

Two conspicaona capes were named hy Frsnldin after 
Heame and Mackenzie ; and a river which fidls into the 
aea, to the westward of the Coppermine, he oalled after 
his companion, Kichard»on. 

On the 21st of July, Franklin and his party embarked 
in their two canoes to navigate \hB Folar Sea to the east- 
ward, having with them provisions for fifteen days. 

On the 2Sth they doubled a bluff cape, which was named 
after Mr. Barrow, of the Admiralty. An opening on its 
eastern side received the appellation of Inman Harboor, 
and a gronp of islands were called after Frofeaoor Jameson. 
Within tho next fortnight, additioiks were made to their 
Htook of food by a few deer and one or two bears, which 
were shot. Being less fortunate afterwards, and with no 
prospect of increasinji; their supply of provision, the daily 
allowance to each man was liimted to a handM of pem- 



n and a smaii portion of portable sonp. 
1 the moraine of tbe 6th of Anj^st Uiay came to the 
moutli of a river clocked np with saobIb, which Franklin 



named after his friend Hid companion Sack. 

The time spent in exploring Arctic and Melville Sounds 
and Bathnrst Inlet, and the failure of meeting with Esqui- 
maux ftoia whom provisions could be obtained, precluded 
any possibility of reaching Kepnlse Bay, and therefore hav- 
ing bot a day or two's provision left, Franklin considered 
it {ondent to torn back after reaching Point Tnmagain, 
having sailed nearly 600 geographical miles in tracing 
Y indented coast of Coronation Gulf bow. the 
ae Elver. On the 22d Aug. the return voyage was 
"d, the boats making for Hood's Eiver by the 
e Arctic Sound, and being taken as far up the 

rsaible. On the 3lBt it was found impossible 
with them farther, and smaller canoes were 
table for crossing any of the rivers tliat might 
heir progress. The weight carried by each man 
1 90 lbs., and with this they progremed at the 
nile an boor, includiog rests. 
5th of September, having nothing to eat, the 
of penunican and a Uttle arrow-root having 
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fintned a aaaatj supper, and hws without the meaua of 
making a &e, thej remained in bed all day. A. aeracs 
SDOw-Btmm lasted two days, aod the enow eren drifted 
into their tents, ooTering their blaJJteta wvenl inches. 
" Our mfferiiig' (nj« Eraoklin) from oeid, in a comforb- 
less oanvaaa tent in. snch weatJier, with tlie tamperatnre at 
20°, and withcntt firs, will easilj be inuwined ; it was, 
howerer, lew tiian tiiat which we ieit from hmmer." 

Weak&oiD &BtiDEuid their garmeatastifFenedwith tha 
tremt, after packing uteir frozen tenta md bedclothea tiie 
poor tnTeUera ^am. Mt oat oa Ute 7lii. 

AAer fiiwliiiH almost esdumrelj on wrentl species of 
GjTophoi*, a lioben known aa tripe de rode, vhitik 
Boarcelj allayed, the pange of hmigar, on the lOth " ther 
got a good meal bj killing a miuk ox. To f^in aim 
cnt up the animal was the work of a few minntes. The 
eontents of iis stomach, were devoured upon the apat, and 
the raw intestineB, which wers nest atbuiked, were pro- 
nounced bv the most delicate amongst us to beozcellent." 

Wearied and wqtb. out with toil and aaffaring, many of 
tiie party got careless and indifierent. One of the canoes 
waa broken and abandoned. WitJi an imptovidenoe 
scarcely to be credited, three of the fiafaiog-nets were 
also thrown away, and the floats bnmb 

On the I7th tJiey managed to allay Ae panga of hunger 
by eftting pieces of singed hide, and a little Mpe de 
roch«. 'Hiia and some mosses, with an occasional soli- 



tary partridge, fbrmed their invariable food ; on verr 
many days eren ^s scanty supply oould not be obtainecl, 
and tlieir appetiteB became ramious. 

Occasionally ther picked up pieoes- of skin,. wA a 
few bones of deer wnim had been deromed br the wolves 
in the previoua spring. The bones were rendered fiiable 
by burning, and now and then their old ^oea were added 
to the repast. 

On the 26th tiiey reached a bend of the Coppenmine, 
which terminated in Point Lake, lbs second canoe had 
been demohahed and abandoned by. Uie bearers on tha 
23rd, and they ware thus left without any means of water ' 
transport across tiie lakes and river. 

On this dav the oarcaaa of a. deer waa disoorraed in tha 
cleft of a rock, into which it had Mien in the sprii^. It 
was pntiid, but httle less acceptable to tJlfi poor starving 
travpilers on diat account ; and a fire being kmdled a largti 
portion was davonred on die spot, affording an nnaxpected 
breakfast. 

<hi tha lat of October one of the party, who bad been 
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out liimting, brought in the antlera and backbone of 
another deer, whicL had been killed in the Bommei'. The 
wolves and birds of prey had picked them clean, but 
there still remained a quantity of the Bpinal marrow, 
whicb they had not been able to eitract. This, although 
putrid, was eBteamed a valuable jwize, and the spine beinif 
iiivided into portions was dietribut«d equally. " After 
eating the marrow (says Franklin), which was bo acrid as 
tc excoriate the lips, we rendered the bones friable by 
burning, andUte them also." 

The strength of the whole partr now began to 
fail, from the privation and faturue wnich they endured. 
Franklin was in a dreadfully debilitated state. Mr. Hood 
was also reduced to a perfect shadow, from the severe 
bowel- complaints which the tripe de roche never failed to 
give him. Back was so feeble as to require thesnpportof 
a stick in walking, and Dr. BidiBTdBOD had lameness 
superadded to weakness, 

A rude canoe was constructed of willows, covered with 
canvasB, in which the party, one by one, managed to reach 
in safety the southern hank of the river on the 4th 
of October, and went supperless to bed. On the follow- 
ing morning, previous to setting out, the whole party ate 
' ' IS of their old shoes, and whatever scraps of 



the party, and Dr. Eichardson kindly volunteered I 
remain with them, while the rest pushed on to Fort 
Enterprise for succour. Hot being able to find any tript 
de roche, they drank an infusion of the Labrador tea- 
plant {Ledrum palvstre, var. dtcitmbfna), and ate a few 
morsels of burnt leather for supper. This continued to 
be a frequent occurrence. 

Otliera of the party continued to drop down with 
faticue and weakness, until they were reduced to five per- 
sona, besides Franklin. When they had no food or 
nourishment of any kind, they crept under their blankets, 
if possible, the gnawing pangs of hunger and 
' sleep. At length they rcaSied Fort Enter- 
to their disappointment and grief found it a 
desolate habitation. There was no deposit of 
no trace of the Indians, no letter from Mr. 
to point out where the Indians might be found. 
1 be impossible (says Franklin) to describe our 
after entering this miserable abode, and dis< 
low we had been neglected : the whole party 
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nLed teaffi, not so rauch for our own fate aa for that of our 
friends in the roar, whoie lires depended entirely on onr 
sending immediate relief irom thia place." A note, how- 
ever, was fonnd here from Mr. Back, stating that he had 
reached the honae by another ronte two days before, and 
was going in Bearch of the Indiana. If be was nnsuceess- 
ful in finding them, he pnrposed walking to Fort Provi- 
dence, and sending succonr from thence, but he doubted 
whether either he or his party could perform the journey 
to that place in their present debilitated state. Franklin 
and hia small party now looked round for aome mesAs of 
present aubsiatence, and fortunately discoTered several 
deer skina, which had been thrown away during their 
former residence here. The bonea were gathered from 
the heap of ashes ; these, witli the skina and the addition of 
tn'pe de rocke, they considered would support life tolerably 
well for a abort time. The bonea were quite acrid, and 
the aoup extracted &om them, quite putrid, excoriated the 
mouth if taken alone, but it waa somewhat milder when 
boiled with the lichen, and the mixtore was even deemed 
palatable with a little salt, of which a caak had been left 
here in the apring. They procured fuel by pulling up the 
flooring of the rooms, ana water for cookmg by melting 
the enow. 

Anguatns arrived safe after them, just aa they were 
Bitting round the fire eating their supper of singed akin. 

Late on the 13th, Belanger also reached the bouse, with 
a note from Mr. Back, atating that be had yet found no 
trace of the Indians. The poor messenger was almost 
speechless, being; covered with ice and nearly frozen to 
death, having fallen into a rapid, and for the third time 
since the party left the coast narrowly escaped drowning. 
A^r being well rubbed, having bad his dress changed, 
aud some warm soup given him, he recovered sufficiently 
to answer the questions put to him. 

Under the impression that the Indians must be on their 
way to Fort Providence, and that it would be possible t» 
overtake them, as they usually travelled slowly with Eheir 
families, and there being likewise a prospect of killing 
deer about Heindeer Lake, where they had been usually 
found abundant, Franklin determined to take the route 
for that post, and sent word to Mr. Back by Belanger to 
that effect on the 18th. 

On the 20th Oct.Franklin set out in company with Benoit 
and Augustus to seek relief, having patched three pairs of 
anow ahoea, and taken some singed akiu for their aupport. 
Peltier and Stuuandre hod Tolouteered to remain at the 
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bonee with Adam, who was too ill to proceed. Th^ wers 
BO feeble as BoarcelT to be able to move. AnguBtoe, the 
EBqiiimaiis, tried for fiib, without suocew, ao that their 
only fare was skin and tea. At night, oompoaiiig them- 
selves to rest, they lay dope to each other for wirmth, but 
found the night bitterly cold, and the wind pieioed thion^Ii 
their famished frames. 

On resnming the journey next morning, Fraaldin had 
&.e misfortone to break his Rtow-shoea, by fsUJn^ between 
two rocks. This Sreoident prevented him from keepinj^- 
pace with the others, and in the attempt he beeame quite 
exhausted ; -nnwiUing to delay Idieir progmsa, as the 
safety of all behind depended on their obtaining earij 
aasistanee and immediate anpphes, Franklin, reaolred to 
torn hack, while the others jnuhed on to meet Mr. Back, 
or, missinghim, they were direoted to proceed to Fort Pro- 
Yideuce. Franklin found the two Canadians he had left at 
the house dreadftilly weak and reduced, and ao loW'spiriteil 
that he bad great difGcnlty in rallying them to any exertion- 
As the insides of their months had become aore from 
eating the hone-soap, thej now relinquished fjie nse of it. 
and boiled the skin, which mode of dressing was found 
more palatable than irying it. Tboy had palled down 
nearly all their dwelling for foel, to warm themselves and 
cook their scanty meals. The tripe de roehe, on which 
they had depended, now became entirely &osen ; and 
what was more tantalizing to their peridimg frames, was 
the flight of food within reach, which they couhi not pro- 
cure. " We saw (says Erankhn) a herd of rein-de«tr 
sporting on the rirer, about half a mile from the honae ; 
they rem^ed there a long time, fant none of the party 
felt themselves etrODg enough to go after them, nor was 
there one of ns who coold hfuve fired a gun without rest- 
ingit." 

Whilst they were seated ronnd the fire this erening, 
discoursing about the anticipated rehef, the sound of voices 
waa heari which was thought with joy to be that of the 
Indiana, hut, to their bitter diflappointment, the debihtated 
fraToes and emaciated countenances of Dr. Bidiardson and 
Hepburn presented themselves at the door. Tliey were 
of course gladly received, althou^ each marked the 
ravages which famine, care, and fatigue had made on the 
other. The Doctor particularly remarked the sepulchral 
tone of the voieea of his ineodB, which he requested them 
to make more cheerfld if possible, unconscioua that hia ' 
^wn partook of the same key. 

Hepburn having shot a puiridge, which was brou^t bo 
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ijie boose, Dr. Sichardson tore out tha feathers, and 
having held it to the fire a few minutes, divided it iiito«ix 

SDrtiona. fVtutkliii and hix three companioni ravenouBlj* 
evonred their shorea, as it was the firat morsel of flesh anr 
of them had lAsted for thirtj-one days, iinleaa, indeed, 
die small gristly purticlds which they found adhering h> 
the pounded bones may be tanned Qeaii. Their spirits 
■were revived by this small supply, and the Doctor endea- 
Toured to raise them still hi^er bj the prospect of Hep- 
burn's being able to kill a deer next day, as they had seen, 
and even £red at, several near the bouse. S.B endeavoured, 
too, to rouse ihem into some attention to the comfort of 
their apartmfflit. Having bronght his Prayer-book and 
Testament, some prav^s, psalms, and portions of aorip- 
ture, appropriate to meir sitnation, were read out by Dr. 
Sichardaon, and they retired to theii blankets. 

Early neit morning, the Doctor and Hepbom went 
oat in Maroh ol game ; bat though they saw several 
herds of deer, and &ed some shots, they were not so for- 
tunate as to kill any, being too vreak to hold their guns 
Bteadily. llie cold compefled the former to return soon, 
but Hepburn peiB«veringly persisted until late in the 

in (continues Franklin) was to search for 
now, it being now our object inunediately 
to get all that we could ; but I had notstrength to dra£ ta 
more than two of those which were within twenty yarda of 
the honse, natil the Doctor name and assisted me. We 
made up our stoek to twen^-sis; bnt several of them 
were putrid. Hid scarcely eatable, even by men suffering 
the e^endty of famine. Peltier and Saraandre continued 
very weak and dispirited, and they were unahle to cut 
£revrood. Hepburn had, in consequence, that laborious 
task to perform after he came bock late from hunting." 
To the exertions, honesty, kindness, and consideration of 
this worthy man, the safety of most of the party is to be 
attributed. And I may here mention tlu^t sir John 
Pranklin, when he became governor of Tan Diemen's Land, 
obtained for him a good civil appointment. This deserv- 
ing man, I am informed by Mr. Barrow, is now in Eng- 
land, having lost his office, which, I believe, has been 
abolished. It is to be hoped something will be. done for 
him by ihe f;oveniment. 

After then- usual sapper of singed skin and bone soup. 
Dr. Pichardson acqu^ted Franklin with the events tbat 
had transpired since their parting, particularly with the 
afflicting' cirenm^anoes attending the deaUi of 3£r. Hood, 
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and Michel, the Iroquois ; the particulars of which I shall 
now proceed to conaense from his narratiTe. 

After Captain Franklin had bidden them farewell, haTing 
no tripe de roche they drank an infusion of the country 
t«a plant, which was gral^fiil from ita warmth, although it 
afforded no sustenance. They then retired to bed, and 
kept to their blankets all next day, as the enow drift 
was so heavy as to prevent their lighting a fire with the 
green and frozen willows, which were their only fiiel. 

Throngh the extreme kindness and forethought of a 
lady, the party, previotis to leaTJnc London, had been 
iiirnished with a small collection of religions books, of 
which (says Richardson) we still retained two or three of 
the most portable, and they proved of incalculable benefit 
to us. 

" We read portions of them to each other as we lay in 
bed, in addition to the morning and evening service, and 
found that they inspired us on each pemaal with ao strong 
a sense of the Omnipresenco of a beneficent God, that our 
situation, even in theae wilds, appeared no longer destitute; 
and we conversed not only witli calmness, but with eheer- 
ftilness, detailing with unrestrained confidence the past 
events of our lives, and dwelling with hope on our future 
prospects." How beautiful a picture have we here repre- 
sented, of true piety and resignation to the Divine Will 
inducing patience and submission under an unexampled 
load of misery and privation. 

Michel the Iroquois joined them on the 8th Oct., having, 
there is strong reason to believe, murdered two of the 
Canadmns who were with him, Jean Eaptiste Belan^er and 
Perrault, as they were never seen afterwards, and he gave 
so many rambhng and contradictory statements of hia 
proceedings, that no credit could be attached to his story. 

The travellers proceeded on their tedious journey oy 
slow stages. Mr. Hood was much affected with dimness 
of sight, giddiness, and other symptoms of eitreme debi- 
lity, which caused them to move Sowly and to make fre- 
quent halts. Michel absented himself all day of the 10th, 
and only arrived at their encampment near the pinea late 
on the llth. 

He reported that he had been in chase of some deer 
which passed near his sleeping place in the morning, and 
■Ithough he did not come up with them, yet that he found 

wolf which had been killed by the stroke of a deer's 

jm, and had brought a part of it. 

fiichardson adds — " We implicitly believed this story 

en, but afterwards became aware — from circumstances. 
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the details of which may be spared— that it nmst have 
been a portion of the bodj of Belane^ or Ferranlt. A 
qaestion of moment here presenta itaeU*— namelj, whether 
be actually murdered these men, or either of them, or 
whether he fonnd the bodies in the snow- Captain 
Franklin, who is the best able to judge of this matter, 
from knowing their situation when he parted irom them. 
suggested the former idea, and that both these men had 
been Bacrificed ; that Michel, haring already destroyed 
Selanger, completed his crime by Perrault's death, in 
order to screen himself from detection." 

Although this opinion is founded only on circnmstances. 
and is unsupported by direct evidence, it has been judeed 
proper to mention it, especially as the subsequent con£ict 
of tke man showed that ne was capable of conuoittiug such 
a deed. It b not easy to assign any other adeqoate mo- 
tive for his conceshng from Sichardson that Perrault had 
turned back; whiIehisreqne8t,0Ter-night, that they would 
leave him the hatrhct, and his cambering hirosell with it 
when he went out in the momine, unlike a hunter, who 
makes use only of his knife when he killg a deer, seem to 
indicate that he took it for the purpose of cutting up some- 
thine that he knew to be frozen. 

Miobet left them early nert day, refiising Dr. Eichard- 
son's offer to accompany him, and remained out all day. 
He would not sleep in the t«nt with the other two at night. 
On the 13th, there bein^ a heavy gale, they passed the day 
by their tire, without iood. Next day, at noon, Michel 
set out, as he said, to hont, but returned unexpectedly in 
a short tune. This conduct surprised his companions, and 
his contradictory and evasive answers to their questions 
existed their suspicions still further. He subsequently re- 
fused either to nunt or cut wood, spoke in a very surly 
manner, and threatened to leave them. When Tcasooed 
with by Mr. Hood, his anger was excited, and he rephed 
it was no nse hunting — there were no animals, and they had 
better kill and eat him. 

" At this period," observes Dr. Eiohardson, " we avoided 
as much as possible conversing upon the hopelessness of 
our situation, and generally endeavoured to lead the con* 
versation towards our fatnre prospects in life. The fact is, 
that with the decay of our strength, our minds decayed, 
and we were no Wger able to bear the contemplation of 
the horrors that surrounded us. Yet we were calm and 
resigned to our fate; not a mnrmur escaped us, and wp 
were poaetnal and ferrentin ooraddreMM to the Supren 
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On tlie morning of the 20tii, thev ageia iireed If idid 
to go a-Uimting, that he might, if potwible, leave them 
some pTovisioD, as he int«ndal qaiUing them next day, 
but he showed great unwillingneBB to go out, and lingered 
abont the fire under the pretence of cleaning his eaa. 
Alter the morning Bervice nad been read. Dr. IJichardeon 
went out to gather eome ir^>e de roeke, leaving Mr. 
Hood sitting before the tent at the fireside, arguing with 
Michel; Hepbnm was employed nutting firo-wood. While 
they were thus engaged, the tareacberouB Iroqaoia took the 
opportunitf to place his gnn doBe to Mr. Hood, and shoot 
hun through the head. He represented to his campaniona 
that the deceased had killed hmiBelf. On examination of 
the body, it was found that the shot had entered the bade 
port of the head and passed out at the forehead, and that 
the muzzle of the gun had been applied so close aa to set 
fire to the nightcap behind. Miohel protested bis inno- 
ceuce of the crime, and Sepbum and Dr. Bichardson 
dared not openly to ctvinee their Buspicioii of his guilt, 

TSext day, Dr. Kichardson determmed on going Btraigbt 
io the Fort. They singed the hair off a part of &e bu&lo 
robe that belonged to their ill-fated companion, and boiled 
and ate it. In the course of their march, Miohel alarmed 
them much by his gestures and conduct, was constantly 
muttering to nimself, ezpresBed an unwillingness to go 
to the Port, and tr^d to persuade them to go sou&- 
werd to the woods, where be said he could maintain 
himself all the winter by killing deer. " In consequence of 
this bebavionr, and the exprcBsion of his coontenanoe, I 
requested >iim (says Bichardson) to leave ub, and to ^ to 
tiie southward by himself. ThiB proposal increased his ill- 
nature ; be threw out some obscure hints of freeing him- 
self from all restraint on the morrow ; and I overheard 
him muttering threats agwnst Hepburn, whom he openly 
accused of having told stories Bgomst him. He also, for 
the first time, assumed such a tone of yperiority in 
addressing me, aa evinced that he considered us to be 
completely in his power ; and he gave vent to several ex- 
pressionB of hatred towards the white people, some of 
1, bad killed and eaten his uncle and two of 
In short, taking every circumstance of his 
consideration, I came to the conclusion that 
impt to destroy us on the first opportunity 
nd that he had hitherto abstsined from doing 
^orance of bis way to the Fort, but that he 
sufier us to go thither in company with him. 
L I were not in a condition to resist even aa 
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. jr nnibed strength w 
im gnu, he was armed wifb two pistols, an Indian bayonel, 
and a knife. 

" In the oftemooo, ooming to a rock od. idiich. there was 
some ti'^e de rocht, he halted, aiul said he vould gather it 
whilst we went on, and that he would soon overture us. 

"Hopbum andl were now lift together fur tie first tiaw 
since Mr. Hood'* death, and he acquainted me with Beveral 
material cinnmtBtauees, which he had obseired of Hicbel'a 
behariour, and which confirmed me in the opinion that 
there was no safety for us except in his death, and ha 
offered to be the instrument of it. I detemiined, how- 
ever, as I was thoroughly oonTincad of the neoessitf of 
such a dre«dfid act, to take the whde reaponaibihtjr upon 
mjself ; and immediateiy npon Michel's ooming np, I put 
an end to his life bj shooting him through the heed with. 
a pistol. Had my own life alone been threatened (oheerTM 
iRichardson, in conelosion), I would not have purchased it 
by such a measure, but I considered myself as entrusted 
also with the protection of Sepbnm's, a msn who, by his 
hnmane attentions aod devotedness, had so eaideorcd 
himself to me, that I felt more anxiety for his ssfaty than 

" Midtel had gatiiered no ir^ d« rocke, and it was evi- 
dent to OB that he had halted for tlie purpose of patiiBg 
his gun in order with the intention of attackmg us — pediapB 
whilst we were in the set of enoamping." 

Ferserering onward in their journey as well as the snow- 
storms and their ieehie limbs would pennit,theysHwsovenl 
herds of deer, but Hepburn, who used to he a good maiica- 
man, was now unable to hold the cunstiisaght. Following 
the traok of a wolveriuewhich had been dis^^ing something;, 
he however found the spine of a deer whim it had dropped. 
It was clean picked, and at least one season old, but ihxaj 
extracted the spinal marrow from it. 

A species of comtcufana, & kind of hchen, was also m«t 
with, that was found good to eat when montened and 
toasted over the fire. They had still some |aeeea of 
singed buffalo-hide remaining, and Hepburn, on one 
occasion, killed a partridge, after firing serersl times at a 
flock. About dusk of the 29th tiney reached the Fort. 

" Upon entering the desolate dwelling, we had the satis- 
faction of embracing Captain Franklin, but no words can 
convey an idea of the filth end wretchedness that met our 
eyes on looking around. Our own misery had stolen upol 
ua by degrees, and we were accustomed to the contompitf 
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tion of each, other's emaoiated figures ; bat the f^hoatly 
couiit«nancea, dilated eve-balls, uid sepulchral voices of 
Csptain Frfknklin and those with him were more than we 
coold at first bear." 

Thus ends the narrative of fiichardson's journey. 

To resume the detail of proceedings at the Fort. On 
the 1st of November two of the Canadians, Peltier and 
Samandre, died from sheer exhaustion. 

On the 7th of November they were reliered from their 
privations and snfieringB b; the arrival of three Indiana, 
bringing a supply of dried meat, some fat, and a few 
tongues, which nad been sent off by Back with all haste 
from Akaitcho's encampment on the 5th. These Indiana 
nuTHed and attended them with the greatest care, cleansed 
the boDse, collected fire-wood, and studied ererj means 
for their general comfort. Their sufferings were now at an 
end. On the Zdth of November they arrived at the 
encampment of the Indian chief, Akaitoho. On the 6tli 
of December, Belanger and another Canadian arrived, 
brin^g further supplies, and lettera irom England, from 
Mr. Back, and their former companion, Mr. Wentzel. 

The despatches from England announced the successful 
termination of Captain Parry's voyage, and the promotion 
of Captain Franlcun, Mr. Back, and of poor Mr. Hood. 

On the 18th they reached the Hudson's Bay Company's 
establishment at Moose Deer TaUnd, where they joined 
their iriend Mr. Back. They remwned at Fort Clupewyan 
xmtU June of the following year. 

It is now necessarr to relate the story of Mr. Back's 
journey, which, like tne rest, is a aad tale of suffering and 
privation. 

Having been directed on the ith of October, 1831, to 
proceed with St. Germain, Belanger, and Beauparlant to 
Fort Enterprise, in the hopes of obtaining relief for the 
party, he set out. Up to the 7th they met with a little 
tripe de roche, but this failing them they were compelled 
to satisfy, or rather allay, the cravings of nunger, by eating 
a gun-cover and a pair of old shoes. The grievous dis- 
appointment experienced on arriving at the house, and 
finding it a deserted ruin, cannot be told. 

" Without the assistance of the Indians, bereft of every 
resource, we felt oaraelvM {savs Mr. Back) reduced to 
the most miserable state, which was rendered still worse 
from the recollection that our friends in the rear were as 
miserable as ourselves. For the moment, however, 
hunger prevailed, and each began to gnaw the scralis of 
putnd and frozen meat and skin that were lying at>outi 
without Tvaitiag to prepare them." A fire was, however. 
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aftei-wards made, and tlie neck and bonea of a deer 

found in the house were boiled and devoured. 

After resting a daj at the house. Mr. Back pushed on 
with his companions in search of the Indiana, leaTtiiE a 
note for Captain Franklin, informing him if he failed in 
meeting with the Indians, he intended to push on for the 
first trading establishment — distant about 130 miles — and 
send us succour from thence. On the 11th he set out on 
the journey, a few old skins having been first collected to 
serve as food. 

On the 13th and 14th of October the j had noticing what- 
ever to eat. Belanfter was sent off with a note to Franklin. 
On the IStli they were fortunate enoufi;h to fall in with a 

Sartridge, the bones of which were eaten, and the remain- 
er reserved for bait to flsh with. Enough tripe de roche 
was, however, gathered to make a meal. Bcauparlaut 
now hngered behind, worn out by extreme weakness. On 
the 17t£ a number of crows, perched on some high pines, 
led them to beheve that some carrion was near ; and 
on searching, several heads of deer, half buried in the 
snow and ioe, without eyes or tongues, were found. An 
expression of " Oh, merciful God, we are saved," broke 
&om them both, and with feelings more easily imagined 
than described, they shook hands, not knowing what to 
say forjoy, 

St. German was sent hack to bring up Beanparlant, 
for whose safety Back became very anxious, but he found 
liepoor fellow frozen to death. 

The night of the ITth was cold and clear, but they 
co^d get DO sleep. " iFrom the pains of having eaten, 
we suffered (observes Back) the most excruciating tor- 
ments, though I in particular did not eat a quarter of 
whet would hare satisfied me ; it might have been from 
having eaten aquantity of taw or frozen sinews of the legs of 
deer, which neither of us could avoid doing, so greet was 
our hunger." 

On the following day Belanger returned famishing wttli 
hanger, and told of the pitiable state of Franklin and his 
reduced par^. Back, both this day and the next, tried to 
urge on his companions towards the object of their 
journey, but he could not conquer their stubborn deter- 
minalions. They said they were unable to proceed from 
weakness; knew not the wayj that Back wanted to expose 
them again to death, and in fact loitered greedily about 
liie renmanta of the deer till the end of the mouth. " It 
was not without tlie greatest difficulty that I could restrain, 
the men firom eating every scrap they found ; though they 
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were well aware of tbe nccesaitj there waa of being eoo- 
DOmical ia our present aitoatioD, and to s&re wbatever 
thej could for our jonmcj, jet tbey could not resist the 
temptataoniBiidwlieDeTermy back waa tmned tiiey seldom 
^ed to snatch st the nearest piece to them, whether cooked 
or raw. HaTine collected with great care, and by self- 
d^al, two small packets of dried meat or einewasufScieiit 

£ir men who knew what it was to fast) to last for eight 
ys, at the rate ef one indifferent meat per day, the; set 
ont on the 30th. On the 3rd of Korember they came on 
the track of Indians, and soon reached tbe tents of 
Akaitcbo and bia followera, when food was obtained, and 
asaistance sent off to Franklin. 

In July they reached York Factory, from whence they 
liad startedtbree yeara before, and thus terminated a journey 
of 66S0 miles, during which human courage and patience 
were exposed to triaJB auch as few can bear with fortitude, 
unleaa, as is seen in Franklin's interesting narrative, ariaing 
out of reliance on the erci-sustaining care of an Almighty 
iProridence. 

PiRBi'fl FiEST ToTAOB, 1819—1820. 

The Admiralty having determined to continue the pro- 

greas of diacovery in the Arctic seas, Lieut. W. E. Parry, 

who had been second in command under Oapt. Eoss, in. 

tiie Toyage of the preiioua year, was selected to take 



charge of a new expedition, consiating of the Mecia and 
Griper. Tbe chief object of thia voyage was to pursue- 
the survey of Lancaster Sonnd, and decide on the probo,- 



Irility of a north-weat pasaage in that direction; failing 

which. Smith's and Jones's Sounds were to be explored, 
with the same purpose in view. 

The respective officers appointed to tbe ships, were— 

Secla, 375 tons : 
Lieut, aad Commander — "W. E. Parry. 
Lieutenant — Fred. W. Beecbey. 
Captain — E, Sabine, ILA.., Astronomer. 
Purser— W. H. Hooper. 
Sm^eon — John Edwards, 
Assistant- Surgeon — Alexander Fisher. 
Midabipnion— Jamea Clarke Boaa, J. Nias, W. J. Dealy, 

Charles Palmer, John Busbnan. 
Greenland Pilots— J. Allison, master; G, Crawfurd, 

4A Petty oificera, Seamen, ke. 

Total complement, 68, 
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Griper, 180 tonB ; 
Lieat. and Commander — Matthew liddon. 
lieutenant — H. P. Hoppner. 
Assistant- Surgeon — C, J. Beverley. 
Midshipmen— A. E«id, A. M. Skene, W. N. Griffiths. 
Greenland Pilots — (Jeorge Fyfe, maater; A, Elder, 

28 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c. 

ToIaI complement, 36. 

The ships were rased upon, Btrengtiieiied, and veil 
fbiind in Btorea and proTiaions for two years. On the 
11th of May, 1819, they got away from the Thames, and 
after a fair ])assage fell in with a considerable nuantity of 
ice in the middle of Savis Straits ahout the 20tii of June ; 
it consisted chiefl;^ of fra^rmenta of icebergs, on the oat^ 
skirts of the glaciers that form along the uiore. After a 
tedious passage through the floes of ice, effected chie6y by 
leaTing and warping, they arrived at Possession Bay on 
the morning of the 31st of July, being jnat a month earher 
than they were here on the previous year. As many as fifty 
whales were seen here in the course of a few hours. On 
landtnj^, they were not a httle astonished to find their own 
footprints ot the previous year stiU distinctly visible in 
the snow. Doring an eseuiaion of three or four miles into 
the interior, a fox, a raven, several ring-plovers and snow- 
buntings, were seen, as also a bee, from which it may he 
inferred that hone^ is to he procured even in these wild 
regions. Vegetation flourishes remarkably well here, con- 
wdering the Egh latitude, for wherever there was moisture 
tofts and various ground plants grew in considerable 
abundance. 

Proceeding on from hence into the Sound, they verified 
the opinion which had preiiouslT been entertained by 
many of the officers, that the Geoker Mountains had no 
existence, for on the 4th of Augnat the ships were in 
Ion". 86° 56' W., three degrees to the westward of where 
land had been laid down by Boss in the previous Tear. 
The strait was named after Sir John Barrow, and was 
found to be pretty clear ; but on reaching Leopold Island, 
the ice extended in a compact body to the north, through 
which it was impossible to penetrate. Eather than remain 
inactive, waiting for the dissolution of the ice, Panj 
determined to try what could he done by shaping his 
course lo the soutliward, throngh the magnificent inle 
now named Begent Inlet. About the Gih of Atignet, i 
X2 
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consequence of die local attraction, the ordiuary com- 
passes became useless from their ^reat variation, and the 
binnaclea were remored from the deck to the carpeDter'a 

atore-room as naeleas lumber, the azimuth compasses 
alone remaining ; and these became so slu^jtish in their 
motions, that &ey required to be Tery nicelj levelled, 
and frequently tapped before tlie card traverHcd, The 
local attraction waa very great, and a mass of iron-stoQ© 
found on shore attracted the magnet powerfully. The 
ehips proceeded 120 milea from the entrance. 

On the 8th of Anffuat, in lat. 72° 13' H"., and long. 
90° 29' W., (his eitreme point of view Parry named Cape 
£ater}, the Hecla came to a compact barrier of ice extend- 
ing across the inlet, which rendered one of two altematives 
necesHary, either to remain here until an opening took 
place, or to return again to the northward. The latter 
course was determined on. Making, therefore, for the 
northern shore of Barrow's Strait, on the 20th a narrow 
channel was discovered between the ice and the laud. On the 
22nd. proceeding due west, after passing several bays and 
headlands, the^ noticed two large openings or passages, 
the first of which, more than eight leagues in width, he 
named Wellington Channel. To various capes, inlets, and 
groups of islands passed. Parry assigned the names of 
Hotham, Barlow, Comwallia, Bo wen, By am Martin, 
Griffith, Lowther, Bathurst, Sas. On the 28th a boat was 
eect on shore at Byam Martin Island with Capt. Sabine, 
Mr. J. C. Boss, and the surgeons, to make obserrations, 
and collect specimens of natural history. The vegetation 
was rather luxuriant for these regions; moss in particular 
grew in abnndance in the moist valleys and along the 
banks of the streams that flowed from the hills. The 
ruins of sii Esquimaux huts were observed. Tracks of 
rein-deer, bears, and musk oxen were noticed, and the 
skeletons, skulls, and horns of some of these animals were 

On the 1st of September, they discovered the large and 
fine island, to which Parry has pven the name of Melville 
Island after the First Lord of the Admiralty of that day. 
On the following day, two boats with a party of officers 
were despatched to examine its shores. Some rein-deer 
and musk oxen were seen on landing, but being startled 
bv the sight of a dog, it was found impossible to get near 
them. There seemed here to be a great quantity of the 
aoimBl tribe, for the tracks of bears, oxen, and deer were 
numercnui, and the home, skin, and skulls were also found. 
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The burrowB of foxes and field-mice were obserred ; 
Heveral ptarmigan were allot, and flocks of snow-bunting, 
eeese, and ducka, ttete noticed, probably commencing 
tneir migration to a milder climate. Alone the beacn 
there was an immense number of small anriinps, and 
Tarious kinds of shells. 

On the 4th of September, Parry had the satisfaction of 
crossing the meridian of 110° W, in the latitude of 74° 
44' 20'', by which the expedition became entitled to the 
reward of 6000^., panted by an order in Council upon the 
Act 58 Geo. III., cap. 20, entitled " An Act for more 
effectually discovering the lonpitude at sea, and encou- 
raging attempts to find a, northern passage between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and to approach the North 
Pole." This fact was not announced to the crews until 
the following day ; to celebrate the event they gave to 
a bold cape of the island then in sight the name of 
Bounty Cape ; and so anxious were they now to press for- 
wardgthat tney began to oalcnlate the time when they should 
reaeh the longitude of 130° W., the second place speeified 
by the order m Council for reward. On the afternoon of 
tlie 5th, the compactness of the ice stopped them, and 
therefore, for the first time since leaving England, the 
anchor was let go, and that in 110° W, longitude. 

A boat was sent on shore on the 6th to procure tnrf or 
peat for fuel, and, strangely enough, some small pieces of 
tolerably good coal were found in various places scattered 
over the surface. A party of officers that went on shore 
on the 8th killed several grouse on the island, and a 
white hare ; a fox, some fieldmice, several snow-bunting, a 
snowy owl, and four musk oxen were seen. Ducks, ia 
email flocks, were seen along the shore, as well as several 
glaucous g\]lls and tern ; and a solitary seal was observed. 

As the ships were coasting along on the 7th, two herds 
of musk oien were seen grazing, at the distance of about 
three-quarters of a mile from the beach : one herd con- 
sisted of nine, and the other of five of these cattie. They 
Lad also a distant view of two rein-deer. 

The average weight of the hares here is about eight 
pounds. Mr. Fisher the Burf;eon, from whose interesting 
journal I quote, states that it is very evident that this 
island must be frequented, if not constantly inhabited, by 
musk oxen in great numbers, for their bones and horns 
are found scattered about in all directions, and ^e greatest 

fart of the carcase of one was discovered on one occasion. 
he skulls of two carnivorous animals, a wolf and a lyni. 
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were aJso picked up here. A. party sent to gather cosl9 
brought on board ^lout half a btuhal — all ihej could 
obtain. 

Oa tbe morning of the IDtb, Mr. George ^jte, the master 
pilot, with a parlj of six men belonging to tbe Griper, 
uinded with a, view of laakiDg on eirploniut trip of soma 
fifteen, or tirentf miLes into the interior. Tnej only took 
provisionB for a day with them. Great uneasineas was 
Mt that the; did not return ; and when two daj^ elapaed, 
fears began to be entertained for tbeir safety, and it was 
thought they must have lost their way. 

Meesra. !Reid (midfihipman], Beverler (asBistant-snr- 
geon], and Wateham (olerk), volonteerea to go in Bearcb 
{if their missing messmates, but themselTes lost tbeir 
'Vay ; goided by the rockets, £ies, and lights exhibited, 
they returned by ten at night, almost ezhausted with, cold 
and fat^e, bat without inteUigence of their friends. 
Fonr relief parties were therefore organized, and sent ont 
on the morning of the 13th to prosecute the search, and 
one of them fell in with and brought hack, foui of the wa,n- 
derers, and another the remaining three before nightfall. 

The feet of most of them were mocL. £roet-bitten, and 
they were all wearied and worn out with their wanderings. 
It appears they had lost their way the evening of the day 
they went out. With regard to food, they were by oo 
means badiy off, for they managed to kill as many grouse 
as tliey could eat. 

They found fertile Talleys and level plains in the interior, 
abounding with grass and moss ; also a lake of &esb water, 
about two miles Ions by one broad, in which were seyeral 
SpecieB of trout. Tue? saw several herds of rein^deer on 
the plains, and two elk; also many hares, but no musk 
osen. Some of those, howeyer, who had been in aearch 
of the stray party, noticed herds of these cattle. 

The winter now began to set in, and the packed ice was 
BO thick, that fears were entertained of being locked up ia 
an exposed position on the coast ; it was, therefore, thought 
most prudent to put back, and endeavour to rcKzh the 
harbour which had been passed some days before. The 
vessels now eot seriouely bufieted among the floes and 
hummocks ofice. The Griper was forced aground on the 
beach, and for some time was in a very critical position. 
Xiieutenant Liddon having been confined to his cabin hy 
a rheumatic complaint, was pressed at this juncture by 
Commander Parry to elUow hunself to be removed to the 
Seela, but he noMy refused, statmg that he should be tha 
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laet to leave the ship, and contjnaed giving orders. Th» 
beach being- sand, the Oriper was got off without injniy. 

Ou. the 33rd of Septemher they aochered off the month 
of the harbour, and uie thermometer now fell to 1°. ^DiA 
«rew were set to work to cut a channel tirongh the ice to 
the shore, and in the cooree of three dajs, a caiul, two and a 
halfmiles in leDeth,wa8comj)leted,tbroiigh which the vessel 
was tracked. Xhe ice waa eight or nine inches thick. An 
extra allowance of preserved meat waa served ont to the 
men, in consideration of their hard labonr. Hie vessels 
were unrigged, and everything made wing and Hecnre for 

Sassing tiie winter. Captain Farry gave the name of the 
Forth Georgian Islands to this groun, after his Majesty, 
King George III., but thia has smce oeen changed to the 
Parry Islands. 

Two reindeer were killed on the lat of October, and 
several white bears were seen. On the 6th a deer waa 
killed, which weighed 170 ponnds. Seven were seen on 
the loth, one of which was killed, and another sevetelv 
wounded. Following after this Miimal, nisht overtook 
aeveral of the aportamen, and the usual signalB of rockets, 
]ightB, &a. were exhibited, to guide them back. One, John 
Pearson, a marine, had his hands ho irost-bitten that ha 
was obliged, on the 2nd of ^November, to have the four 
fingers ofhis left hand amputated. A wolf and four rein- 
deer were seen on the 14th. A herd of fifteen deer were 
seen on the 16th ; but ikose who saw then couid not bring 
down any, aa their fowling-pieces missed fire, froia the 
moisture freezing on the locks. On the 17th and 18th 
herds of eleven and twenty respectively, were seen, and a 
small one waa shot. A fox waa caueht on Hib 29th, which 
is described as equally emming wim hia brethren of the 
temperate regiona. 

To make the long winter paaa aa eheetfolly ac ponible, 
plays were acted, a school established, and a newspaper 
get on foot, certajnlj the fiiat periodical pubhcation that 
had ever issued &om the Arctic re^ona. The title of Hut 
jonmal, the editorial daties of which were undertaken by 
Captain Sabine, was " The Winter Chronicle, or New 
Georgia Gazette." The first number appeared on the lat 
ofHovember. 

On the evening of the Sth of November the iarce of 
" Mias in her Teens" was brought out, to the great 
amusement of the ships* companies, and, considering the 
local difficulties and disadvautagee under which the per- 
formers laboured, their first essay, according to the offiMiF 
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TepoFt, did them infinite credit. Two hoors were spent 
very happily in theirtheatrc on the quarter-dect, notvfith- 
standing the thermometer outside the ship stood at zero, 
and within as low as the freezing point, eiccpt close to 
the stores, where it was a little higher. Another play was 
performed on the 24th, and ao on every fortnight. The 
men were employed during the day in hanking up the 
ships with snow. 

On the 33rd of December, the offieerB performed " The 
Mayor of Grarratt," which was followed by an after-piece, 
written by Captain Pwry. entitled the " North-West Pas- 
lage, or the Voyage Finished." The sun having long 
since departed, the twilight at noon was so clear that 
books in the smallest print could be distinctly read. 

On the 6th of January, the farce of " Bon Ton" was 
performed, with the thermometer at 27° below zero. The 
cold became more and more intense. On the 12th it was 
51° below zero, in the open air ; brandy froze to the 
consistency of honey ; when tasted in this state it lefi 
a smarting on the tongue. The greatest cold experienced 
was on the 14th January, when the thermometer fell to 
. 54° below zero. On the 3rd of Feliruaiy, the sun. was first 
visible above the horizon, after eighty-four days' absence. 
It was seen from the maintop of the ships, a height of 
about fifty-one feet above the sea. 

On the forenoon of the 24th a fire broke out at the 

storehouse, which was used as an observatoiy. All 

hands proceeded to the spot to endeavour to subdue the 

flames, but having only snow to throw on it, and the mats 

with which the interior was lined being very dry, it was 

found impossible to extinguish it. The snow, towever, 

covered the astronomical mstmments and secured them 

from the Are, and when the roof had been pulled down 

the fire had burned itself out. Considerable as the fire 

was, its influence or heat extended but a very short 

distance, for several of the officers and men were 

frost-bitten, and confined from their efforts for several 

weeks. John Smith, of the Artillery, who was Captain. 

i servant, and who, together with Sergeant 

happened to be in the house at the time the fire 

ut, aufiered much more severely. In their anxiety 

the dippine needle, which was standing close to 

■e, and of which thev knew the value, they imme- 

ran out with it ; •and Smith not having time to put 

;loveB, had his fingers in half an hour so benumbed, 

animation so completely suspended, that on his 

gken on board by Mr. Edwards, and having his 
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Lands plunged into a basin of cold water, the surface of 
the water was immediately frozen by the intenee cold 
thus Buddenly communicated to it ; and notwithstandio); 
the most humane and uuremittii^ attention paid him 
by the medical gentlemen, it was Stxmd necessary, some 
time atler, to resort to the amputation of a part of four 
finirera on one hand, and three on the other. 

Parry adds, " the appearance which our &ces presented 
at the fire was a curioue one ; almost every nose and cheek 
having become qnite white with frost bites, in five minutes 
after being exposed to the weather, so that it was deemed 
necessary for the medical gentlemen, together with some 
others appointed to assist them, to go constantly round 
while the men were working at the fire, and to rub with 
Mnow the parts affected, in order to restore animation." 

The weather got conaiderably milder in March ; on the 
6th the thermometer got np to zero for the first time since 
the ITth of December: The observatory house on shore 
was now rebuilt. 

The vapour, which had been in a solid state on the 
ship's sides, now thawed below, and the crew, scraping; 
off the coaling of ice, removed on the 8th of March 
above a hundred buclcetsfull each, contuning from five to 
BIZ gallons, which had acciunulated in lees than a month, 
occasioned principally from the men's breath, and the 
steam of victuals at meals. 

The scurvy now broke out among the crew, and prompt 
measures were taken to remedy it. Captain Pariy took 
great pains to raise mustard and cress in ikis cabin for the 

On the 30th of April the thermometer stwid at the 
freezing point, which it had not done since the 12th of 
September last. On the Ist of May the sun was seen at 
midnight for the first time that season. 

A survey was now taken of the provisions, ftiel, and 
stores ; much of the lemon juice was found destroyed 
from the bursting of the bottles by the frost. Having 
been only victuaBed for two years, and half that period 
having espired, Captain Pairy, as a matter of prudence, 
reduced nil hands to two-thirds allowance of all sorts of 
provisions, except meat and sugar. 

The crew were now set to work iu cutting away the ice 
round the ships : the average thickness was found to be 
ieveu feet. Many of the men who had been out on 
excursions began to suffer much from snow blindness. 
The sensation when first esperieneed, is described as like 
that fell when dust or sand gets into the eyes. Thej 
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were, however, onred ia the eonrse of two at three dajs 
by keeping the eves cerered, sod hathins them oooasion- 
ally with augsr of lead, or some other cooling lotion. 

To prevent the recoirenoe of the complaint, the men 
were ordered to wear a piece of crape or BDmo aubatitute 
for it over the eyes. 

The channel round the ahipa was completed by the 17tlL 
of Mat, and they roae nearly two feet, naving Deen kept 
down 17 the preMnre of the ice roimd them, althoo^ 
lightened during the winter by the oonsnmption of food 
and fael. On Oie 21th they were utoniahed by two 
showers of rain, a moat extraordinary phenomenon in 
theae rKitma. Symptoms of scurry sffain appeared 
among the istewt one of the seamen tAio had been 
recentiy cured, having impradently been in the habit 
of eating the lilt stinimingH, or " slush," in which s&lt 
meat had. been boiled, and which was eerved ont for their 
lamps. As the hills in many places now became ei^sed 
and vegetation commenced, two or three pieces of ground 
were &ig up and sown with seeds of radishes, onions, 
ojid other vegetables. Captain Parry determined before 
leaving to make an exmiraion across the island for the 
purpose of examining its size, bouodartea, prodnctionB, 
&o. Accordingly on the 1st of Jnne an expedition was 
organised, c<m*isting of the commander, Ca^itain Sabine, 
Hdr. Fisher, the assistant- soi^eon. Mr, John Nias, mid- 
shipman of the Mecla, and 3£r. Betd, midshipmaa of the 
Gr^er, with two sergeante, and five seamen and marines. 
Three weeks' provisions were taken, which togethca- wilji 
two tents, wood for fuel, and other articles, weighing in 
■U about 800 lbs., was drawn on a cart prepaied for Uie 
purpose bv the men. 

Each at the officers carried a knapsack with his ewn 
private baggage, weighing from 18 to 24 lbs., also hia 
gnn and ammunition. The party started in high glee, 
under three hearty cheers troja tneir comiadea, aixteen of 
whom accompanied them for five miles, oanying their 
knapaacka and drawing the cart for them. 

Iney travelled by night, t^ing rest by day, as it was 
fomid to be warmer for sleep, and they had only a covering 
of a single blanket each, besides the clothes they had on. 

On the 2nd they came to a small lake, about half a mile 
long, and met with eider ducks and ptarmigan ; seven 
of iha latter were shot. From the top of a range of hill* 
at which they now arrived, they could see the maato of the 
ships in Wmter Harbour with the naked eye, at about 
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ten or eleven miles distant. A vast plain was also Beea 
«xtending to the nortliwaid and westward. 

Tbe party breakfasted on biacoit and a pint of |i;ruel 
each, made of sal^ powder, which was found to be a very 
palatable diet Eemdeer with tbcir fawns were met 
vith. 

They deriTed great assistance in dragging their cart by 
ringing upon it one of the i«nt blankets as a sail, a tnilj 
nautical contrivance, and the wind fayonring them, they 
made gi%at progress in this way. Captain Sabine being 
taken ill with a bowel complaint, had to be conveyed 
on this novel sail carriage. They, however, had some 
ngl^ ravines to pass, the crosaings of which were very 
t^ous and trouhiesome. On the 7th the party came to a 
large bay, which was named after their ahipa, Hecia and 
Gnper Bay. The bine ice was cut through by hard work 
with boarding pikes, the only inetmmente tbey had, and 
afterdiggingfonrteen anda half feet 1b« water rushed np; it 
was not ve^ salt, but suffioi^it to satisfy them that it was 
the ocean. An island seen in the distance waa named after 
Captain Sabiue ; some of the various points and capes 
were also named alter others of the party. Although fliia 
shore was found blocked ap with snch heavy ice, there 
appear to be times when tuere is open water here, for 
a piece of fir wood seven and a half feet long, and about 
the thickness of a man's arm, waa found about eighty 
yards inland from the hummoclu of the beach, and about 
thirty feet above the level of the sea. Before leaving 
the shore, a monument of stones twelve feet high was 
erected, in which were deposited, in a tin tylinder, an 
account of their proceeding, a few ooins, and several 
naval buttons. The expedition now turned back, shaping 
its course in a more westerly direction, towarda some 
high blue hills, which had long been in sight. On many 
days several ptarmigans were shot. The horns and tracks 
of deer were very numerous. 

On the lltb they came in sight of a deep gulf, to which 
Ltentenant Lidd<m's name was given; the two capes at 
its entrance being called after Beecbey and Hoppner. Ll 
the centre was an island about three-quarters of a mile in 
length, rising abruptly to the height of 700 feet. The 
shores of the gulf were verv rugged and precipitant, and 
in descending a steep hill, the axle-tree of their cart 
broke, and they had to leave it behind, taking the body 
with tliem, however, for fuel. The wheels, which w' 
left (m the spot, may astonish some future advent 
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who discovers them. The stores, &c., were divided among 
the officers and men. 

Mating their way on the ice in the gulf, the island in 
the centre was explored, and named after Mr. Sooper, the 
purser of the Secta. It was found to be of sandstone, and 
very harren, riaiuff perpendicular^ from the sea on the 
west side. Four fat geeae were killed here, and a great 
many animals were seen around the gulf; some attention 
heing paid to examining its shores, &c., a fine open 
valley whb discovered, and the tracks of osen and deer 
were very nmnerouB i the paaturage appeared to he ex- 
cellent. 

On the I3th, a few ptarmigan and a golden plover were 
killed. Ko less than thirteen deer in one herd were seen, 
and a musk ox for the first time this season. 

The remains of six Esquimaux huts were discovered 
about 300 yards from the heach. Vegetation now begao 
to floocish, the sorrel was found far advanced, and a 
species of saxifrage was met with in blossom. They 
reached the ships on the evening of the 15th, after a 
journey of about 180 miles. 

The ships' crews, during their absence, had been occu- 
pied in getting ballast in and re-stowing the hold. 

Shooting parties were now sent ont m various directions 
to procure game. Br. IFisher gives an interesting account 
of his ten days' excursionwith a couple of men. The deer 
were not so numerous as ther ei^eoted to find them. 
About thirty were seen, of which his party killed but 
two, which were very lean, weighing only, when skinned 
and cleaned, 50 to CO lbs. A couple of wolves wore seen, and 
some foxes, with a great many hares, four of which were 
killed, weighing from 7 to 8 Ids. The aquatic birds seen 
were — brent geese, king ducks, long-tailed ducks, and arctic 
and glaucous gulls. The land birds were ptarmigans, 
plovers, sanderlings, and snow buntings. The geese were 
pretty numerous for the first few days, but got wild and 
wary on being disturbed, keeping in the middle of lakes out 
of gnn-ahot. About a dozen were, however, killed, and fif- 
teen ptarmigans. These birds are represented to be so 

■pidthatall seen may be shot. Dr. Fisher was surprised 
bis return on the 29th of June, after his ten days' 
mce, to find how much vegetation had advanced; 
land being now completely clear of snow, was covered 
1 the pwple-coloured saxifrage in blossom, with mosses, 

. with sorrel, and the grass was two to three inches long. 

ae men were sent out twice a week to collect the sorrel, 

tmd in a few minutes enough could be procured to make a 
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ealad for dinner. After being mixed with vineffar it waA 
regularly seired out to the men. The English garden , 
seeds that had heen sown got on but alowly, and did not 
yield on; produce in time to be used. 

On the Slat of June Wm. Scott, a boatswain's mate, 
who had been afQicted with scurvy, diarrhcea, &o.. died, , 
and was buried on the 2nd of July — a slab of sandstone 
bearing an inscription, carved by Dr. Fisher, being erected 
over hiS grave. 

From observations made on the tide during two montba, 
it appears that the greatest rise and fall here is fourfeet four 
inches. A large pile of stones waa erected on the 14th of 
July, upon the most conspicuous bill, containing the usual 
uotices, coins, &c.i and on a large stone an inacription was 
left notifying the wintering of the ships here. 

On the Ist of August the shipB, which had been pre- 
Tiously warped out, got clear of the harbour, and found 
a channel, both eastward end westward, clear of ice, about 
three or four miles in breadth along the land. 

On the 6th they landed on the iHand, and in the coarse 
of the night killed fourteen hares and a number of glau- 
cous gulls, which were found with, their young on the top 
of a precipitous insulated rock. 

On the 9th the voyagers had an opportunity of obaerr- 
icg an instance of the violent pressure that takes place 
occasionally by the collision of heavy ice. " Two pieces 
(says Dr. Fisher) that happened to come in contact close 
to us pressed so forcibly against one another that one of 
them, although forty-two feet thick, and at least three 
times that in length, and breadth, was forced up on its edge 
on the top of another piece of ice. But even this is 
nothing when compared with tie pressure that must have 
existed to produce the efiects that we see along the shorei 
for, not only heaps of earth and stones several tons weight 
are forced up, but hnmmocks of ice, from fifty to sixty feet 
thick, are piled up on the beach. It is unnecessary to 
remark that a ship, although fortified as well as wood and 
iron could niake her, would have but litde chance of with- 
standing such overwhelming force." 

This day a musk ox was shot, which weighed more than 
700 lbs. ; the carcass, when skinned and cleaned, yielding 
421 lbs. of meat. The flesh did not taste so very strong of 
musk as had been represented. 

The ships made but slow progress, being still thickly 
beset with floes of ic«, 40 or 50 feet thick, and had to malco 
fast for securiW to hummocks of ice on the beach. 

O^ the ISth sad 16th ihey were off the totttk-wert 
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point of the island, but & surrer of the locality ^m the 
precipitoiiB cliff of Ca]w Dnndaa, presented the same 
* interminable bwrier of ice aa far aa the eye eonld reach. 
A bold kigh coast woe sighted to the south-west, to which 
the name of Bank's Land was giTen. 

Captain Parry states that on me 23rd the ships received 
by far the heaviest shocks they had experienced during the 
voyage, and performed six milea ol the most difficult navi- 
gation he hod ever known among ice. 

Two musk bnlls were shot on the 24th by partiea who 
landed, out of a herd of seven which were seen. Thcj 
were hghter than the firat one shot — weighing only about 
360 Iba. From the niunber<^HkiillB and skeietoiia of these 
ftnirtiftla met with, and their capabilities of enduring the 
rigour of the climate, it leems probable that they do not 
migrate southward, but winter oil this island. 

Xttempts were still made to work to the eastward, but 
on the 25th, from want of wind, and the closenesB of the 
ice, the ships were obliged to make fast again, without 
having gained above a mJe after several honrs labour. A. 
fresh Dreeie springing np on the ifMh opened a passage 
along shore, and the ships made sail to the eastward, and 
in the evening were o£f tlieir old qnartera in Winter Har- 
bour. On the following evening, after a fine run, they 
were off the east end of Rfelville Island. lient. Parry, 
this day, announced to the officers and crew that after due 
oonsidi^ration and consultation, it had been found useless 
to prosecute their researches farther westward, and there- 
fore endeavours would be made in a more southerly direc- 
tion, failing in which, the expedition would return to 
England, itegent Inlet and the southern shores generaUj, 
were found so blocked np with ice, that the return to 
England was on the 30th of August publicly announced. 
This day, Navy Board and Admiralty Inlets were passed, 
sod on the 1st of September the vessels got clear of Bar- 
row Strait, and reached Baffin's Bay on the 6th. They 
fell in with a whaler belonging to Hull, from whom they 
learnt the news of the death of George the Third and the 
Cuke of Kent, and that eleven vessels having been lost 
in the ice laat year, fears were entertained for tneir safety, 
'^e Friendtkip, another Hull whaler, inforoied them that 
I company with tiie Truelave she had looked into Smith's 
onnd that summer. The Alexander, of Aberdeen, one 
f the ships employed on the former voyage of discovery 
i these seas, had also entered Lancaster Sound. After 
iouching at Clyde's Biver, where they met a good-natured 
tribe <f Eaqoiisaiiz, the shqw nude the best of tluir way 
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soross the Atlantic, and after a aomewbat boisterons pas- 
enge. Commodore Parry lauded at Peterhead on the 30th 
of October, and, accomi ■■■ " . ■ ^ ■. . 
Hooper, posted to Lond 

Paket'9 Sbcokd Votagb, 1821—1823. 

Thb experieDce wliich Capt Party Jwd formed in his 

previons voyage, led him to entertom. the opinion tliat a 
commimicfltion might be found between Begent Inlet 
and Boe's Welcome, or through BepuIseBaj, and thence to 
the north-weBtem shores. The following are his remarks : 
" On an inapecfioQ of the charts I think it will also appear 
probable that a commonication will one daj be found to 
exist between this inlet (Frinca Begent's) and Hnd- 
Bou's Say, either through the broad and unexplored 
channel called Sir Thomas Eoe's Welcome, or through 
Bepulae Bay, which has not yet been satisfactorily 
examined. It ia also probable that a channel will be found 
to exist between the western land and the norUiem coast 
of America." Again, in another place, he says, " Of the 
existence of a North- West Passage to the Pacific it is now 
scarcely possible to doubt, and irom the success which 
attended our eSbrta iu 1819, after passing through Sir 
James Lancaster's Sound, we were not unreasonable in 
anticipating its complete acoompliahment. But the season 
in wiuch it is practicable to navigate the Polar Seas does 
not exceed seven weeks. From all that we observed it 
seems desirable that ships endeavouring to reach the 
Pacific Ocean by this route should keep if possible on the 
coast of America, and the lower in latitude that coast 
may be found, the more farourable wiU it prove for the 
purpose ; hence Cumberland Strait, Sir Thomas Boe's 
Welcome, and Eepulae Bay appear to^w the points most 
worthy of attention. I cannot tnerefore but consider that 
any expedition eciuipped by Great Britain with this view 
ought to employ its best energies in attempting to pene- 
trate from the eastern coast of America along its northern 
Bhore. In consequence of the partial success which has 
hitherto attended out attempts, the whalers have already 
extended their views, and a new field has been opened 
for one of the most lucrative branches of our commerce, 
and what is scarce)^ of less importance, one of the most 
raluable nurseries Uir seamen which Great Britain pos- 
eeases." — Parry'* Firtt Voyage, vol. ii. p. 240. 

Pleased with his former seal and enterprise, and in 
•sder to give him an opportunity of testing the truth of 
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his ob serrations, a few montbB ailer he returned home, 
the Admiralty gave Fanj the commaDd of another expe- 
dition, with instructionfl to proceed to Hudson's Strait, ajud 
penetrate to the weHtward until in Bepulse Bay, or on 
some other part of the aliores of Hudson's Bay to the 
north of Wag^r Eiver, he should reach the western coa^t 
of the contiuent. Faihng in these quarters, he was to keep 
along the coast, carefully examinine every bend or inlet, 
which should appear likely to affora a practicable passage 
to the westward. 

The vessels commissioned, with their officers and crews, 
were the following. SeTeral of the officers of the former 
expedition were promoted, those who had been on the last 
voyage with Parry I have marked with an asterisk : — 

Commander — 'W. E. Parry. 

Chaplain and Astronomer — Rev, Geo. Fisher (waa in 

the Dorotfiea, under Capt. Bnchon, in 1818.) 
Lieutenants— "J. Nias and *A. Keid. 
Surgeon — 'J. Edwards. 
Pursei^'W. H. Hooper. 
Assistant-Surgeon — J. Skeoch, 
Midshipmen — *J. C. Boss, *J. Bushnan, J. Henderson, 

P. K. M. Crozier. 
Greenland Klots — 'J. Allison, master ; •G. Crawfurd, 

47 Petty Officer*. Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 60. 

Secla. 
Commander— G. F. I^on. 
lieutenants — *H. P. Hoppner and *C Palmer. 
Surgeon — "A. Fisher. 
Purser — J. Germain. 
Assistant- Surgeon — A. M'Larea. 

n— 'W. N. Griffiths, J. Sh^er, C.Eichards, 

.Bird. 

Pilots— 'G. Fife, master; •A. Elder, mate. 

fficers, Seamen, &c. 

Total complement, 58. 

Lyon, the second in command, had obtained 
ion from hia travels in Tripoli, Mourzoak, 
ts of Northern Africa, and was raised to the 
dander on hie appointment to the Seela, and 
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nceired his promotion u Captain, Trheu the expeditioB 
returned. 

Q^e sliipB were aeoompanied M far u the ice by the 
NaiUilvi tranBport, freighted with proviraona and atoraa, 
irhioh were to w transhipped aa soon aa room was fonnd 
fbr them. 

The Teasels f^ away firom the Uttle TSote early on the 
8th of May, 1821, but meeting with strong f;ales off the 
Greenland coast, and a boisteroiis passage, did not &11 in 
with the ice imtil the middle of June. 

On the 17th of Jpne, in b heavy gale from the Bonth- 
ward, the sea stove and carried away one of the quarter 
boats of the Seela. On the foUowmg day, in lat. 60*^ 
63' N., long. 61" 39' W., they made the pack or main 
body of ice, having many large bergs in and near it. Oa 
the 19th. Sesolation Island, at the entrance of Hadson 
Strait, was seen distant sixty-four miles. Cspt. Lyon 
states, that daring one of the watches, a large oa^ent 
was observed to fall from an iceberg near the Secla, 
which threw up the water to a great height, sending 
forth at the same time a noise like the report of a grest 
gim. From this period to the 1st of July, the ship! 
were owjupied in olearine the NatUiiiu of her stores pre- 
paratory to her zetnm home, occasionally made fast to * 
berg, or driven oat to sea by gales. On the 2nd, aftez 
mnning through heavy ice, they again made Besolution 
Island, and shaping their course for we Strait, were soon 
introduced to the company of some unnsnally large ice- 
beivs. The altitude of one was 258 feet above the surface 
of the sea ; its total height, therefore, allowing one-sevenlli 
only to be visible, most have been about 1806 feet ! This 
however is supposing the base under water not to spread 
beyond the mass above water. The vessels had scarcely 
drifted past this floating mountain, when the eddv tide 
carried them with great rapidity amongst a clnster 
of eleven bergs of huge size, and having a beautiiiil 
diversity of form. The largest of these waa 210 feet 
above the water. The floe ioe was mnning wildly at the 
rate of three miles an honr, sweeping the vessels past the 
bei%s, against any one of which they might have received 
incalculable injury. An endeavour was made to make 
tiie ships fast to one of them, (for all of them were aground), 
in order to ride out the tide, but it proved unsuccessfiu, 
and the Fury had much difficultv in aending a boat for 
some men who were (m a small berg, makmg holes for 
her ke anchors. Tlkey were therefore swept past snd 
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soon beset. Fi&j-ioox ioeberga were ooimted from tlie 

xoBBt-head. 

Oa the 3rd they made some pn^resB through very heavy 
floea ; bat on. the tide tumiiLg, the loose ioe flew together 
with auch nqiidity and noiae, that, there was barelj timo 
to secure the ships in a, natiual docic, before the two streajna 
met, and even thea they received some heavy ahocka. 
Water waa procnped for use from the poola in Oie floe t4» 
which the ahipa were made fast i and this being the first 
time of doins eo, aSbrded great amusement to the novice^ 
who, eren whoa it was Uteir period of rest, preferred pelt- 
ing eadi other with snow-balla, to going to bed. Bufietiiijr 
With edtljefl, strong ciurents, and dangeroua bergs, they 
\rere kept in a state of anxiety and danger, for a week at 
ten days. On one occasion, with the prospect of being 
driven on shore, the pressuie they erperienoed was ao 
gnat, that five hawsers, bik inches thick, were carried 
away, and 1^ best bower ajacbfxt of the Secla waa wrenched 
frtm the bows, and broke oS* at the head of the ehank, with 
M mnch ease as if, instead of weighing upwards of a ton, 
it had been of eroekery ware. Foe a week they were 
eaibayed hy the ice, tukf during this period thev saw three 
stnmge ships, also be«et, nnder Seftblntion Island, which 
t^ey contrived to join on the 16th of July, making &at to a 
flue near thism. ^h^ proved to bo u^ Hudson's Bar 
0(»np«uy's traders, Prince of Walet and Eddystofu, witn 
the Lord WelUnfftim, chartered to convey 160 natives of 
Holland, who were (irooeeding to settle oo Lord Selkirk's 
estate, at the Eed Biver- " Whilst nearing these veas^ 
(says Lyon), we obaerred thu settlera waltaing on deck, foe 
above two hours, the men in old-fashioned grey jackets, 
and the women wearing long^eared mob capa, like those uaed 
by &e Swiss peasants. As we were surrounded by ice, 
^d the thermometer was at the freezing point, it may be 
supposed that this ball, al vera freaco, afforded us mnch 
amusement." The Hudaon's Bay ships had left England 
twenty days after the expedition. 

The emigrant ship had been hampered nineteen daya 

omongat the ice, before she joined the others ; and as this 

"■.ticm was new to her captain and crew, they almost 

«d of ever getting to their journey's end, so varied 

astant bad been their impediments. The Dut^- 

id, however, behaved very philoaophieally during 

liod, and seemed determined on being merry, in 

I the weather and the dangers. Sever^ mania^ 

_aken place, (the surgeon, who was accompanying 

iJi to the colony, officiating as clergyman,) and many 
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more were in a^itmtiott; ««chh»ppy couple alwayBdeferriii* 
ibe ctmaoDj tmtil a fine Asv allowed of an evemag btdl, 
which was only tenninated oy a fresh breeEe, or a fall rf 
BHOW, (Lyon'g Private Journal, p. 11.) On the 17tb the 
ships were separated bj the ice, and they saw no more of 
their TimtctfB. On the 2lBt tkey wore only off the ZjOwer 
Ssraee Usmds. In die erening lAiey saw a rery liii^e 
bear IjTD^ on a piece of ice, and two boats wer« inatautlj' 
tent off m chase. Hm^ smttm^eA very dose before 
be took to tbe water, when lie swam rapidly, and made . 
lone- spring, turning boldly to face his pnmters. It was 
irith difficTUtr he was ea^itiired. As &eie aniaAh, ^though 
re^ fat and bulky, *ink the instant l&ey die, he waa 
lashed to a boat, and bronght alongaide tiie dint. Ob 
hoisting hint in, they were astonidied to find that hia 
freight exeeed«d sixteen knodmd pounds, be^ oae of ths 



largest erer UQed. Two jastanees, osly, otusget bMri 
being ehotsre reootded, and &eaewere by Bareats's crew, 
in his third voyage, at CSietio Island, to which they gsra 
tlie name of Bear Xiriand. The two bears killed then 
measured tw^e and tiiirtees feet, whife tiiis one only 
measured ei^it feet eirtt inches, from the snoot to tlw 
iiUKTtiDn <^ dm tail. The Beamea ate the Besh withont 
expeneneing any of t^se banefal effects wbiefa oU nffvi- 
ffators attrionte to it, and iriuch are stated to hare mad» 
tiiree <^ BarentE's people " to m^ Hmt we expected thcf 
wonld hare died, and th^ skins peded off beat bead to 
foot." Bnrin was very (at, and baring procnred a tnb .of 
Unbber firom the carcass, it was thimm ore^boErd, and 
the emcU soon attracted a conple of walmses, the first tint 
had been yet seen. 

They here fell in wi& a aamttom body of tfae Eiqv- 
manx, who Tisitfd Uiem from tbe lAore. Tn less than as 
honr the ships were heaet with Ihkty " kay^a," or men'* 
canoea, and fire of tbe women's )a^e boats, or" oomiaka." 
Scmoe of the latter h(4d npwnrdfl of twenty womem. A 
most nmsy bnt merry barter inatant^ took pioee, the crev 
bwig as anxioiiH to pa-citase Bsquhnanx corioeitieE, as tiie 
natives were to proeore Itod Mid Enropean toys. 
' " It is quite ovt of my pow^ (obacn^Bs Captain LyonJ 
to describe tjie skmts, yeUs, and laughter at the sSTsge*, 
or the confusion which existed for two or three honra. 
Tho females were at first very shy, and nnnilling to cota» 
en the ice, bnt bartered ©rerytluag £rom their boats. This 
tirat£ty, however, aoon wore off, and they, in the end, 
became as noisy and boisterous as the men." " It if 
seaio^ possible (h« adds) to eoneeive anything mor* 
z2 
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nglj or disgnitiiig than the ooanten&nceB of the cdd 
women, who had inflamed eyes, wrinkled skin, black teeth, 
and, in fact, ench a forbidding set of features as scaroelT 
oonld be c^od human ; to which might be added their 
dress, which was such as gave them the appearance of 
aged onrang-outangB. Frobiaher's erew maj be pardonod 
for baring, m such superstitious times as a.d. 1576, taken, 
one of these ladies for a witeh, of whom it is hwcC ■ The 
old wreteh whom oar Bailors snpposed to be a witch, bad 
her buskins pulled ofT, to see if ahe was dloren-footed ; and 
being very ogly and deformed, we let her go.' " 

In bartering they have a singular custom of ratiijiiig 
the bargain, hj lickmg the article all over before it is put 
away in seconty. Captain Lyon says he irequently ahud- 
dered at seeing the chiidreo. maw araxor over their tongue, 
as nnconoemealy as if it had been ui ivory paper-koite. 
I oannot forbear quoting here Rome hnmorouB pasaa^oa 
from bis journal, which stand out in relief to the scientifio 
and nautical parts of the narrative. 

" The BtrangerB were so well pleased in ow Booiety, 
that they showed no wish to leave us, and when the 
market had quite ceaaed, they began dancsing and playing 
with om- people, on the ice alongside. This exercise set 
Bianj of their noses bleeding, ana discovered to us a moat 
nasty onatora, which accounted for their gory faces, and 
which was, that as fast aa the blood ran down, they soraped 
it with the fingers into their months, appearing to con- 
sider it HH a refreshment, or daintr, if we might judge by 
the zest with which they smacked their lips at eaca 
TOpply-" * * • 

" m order to amuse onr new acquaintances as much as 
possible, the £ddlerwas sent on the ioe, where he instantly 
found a most delightfol set of dancers, of whom some of 
the women kept prettr good time. Their only figure con- 
sisted in stamping and jumping with all their might. Our 
musician, who was a lively fellow, soon caught the infec- 
tion, and began catting capers also. In a short time every 
one on the floe, officers, men, and savages, were dancing 
together, and exhibited one of the most extraordinary 
sights I ever witnessed. One of our seamen, of a fresh, 
ruddy complexion, exoited the admiratioa of all the Toung 
fenuuea, who patted his face, and danoed around him 
wherever he went. 

" The exertion of dancing so exhil^ted the Esquimaux, 
iiat they had the appearance of beinc boisterously drunk, 
cid played many extraordinary ^«nks. Amongst others, 
i was a fitrourite joke to nut slily behind the seamen, sod 
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riitmting loudly in one e«r, to give them at the same time 
ft vetj smart slap on the other. While looking on, I waa 
abarplj saluted is, this maimer, and, of course, was quite 
atartlea, to the great amusement of the byataiiders : ooz 
coolc, who was a most active and unwearied iumper, 
1)ecame so great a faromiite, that every one boiedhia eara 
BO soundly, as to oblige the poor man to retire from 
inch boiBteroiiB marliB of approbation: Amongst other 
sports, some of the Esquimaux rather roughly, but with 
great good humour, cWlenged onr people to wrestle. 
One man, in particiilar, who had thrown several of bis 
conntirmen, attacked an officer of a very strong make, 
but the poor savage was instantly thrown, and With no 
Terv easy fall; yet, although every one was laughing 
at him, ne bore it with exemplary good hmnour. The 
same officer siEbrded ns much diversion by teaching a 
lar^e party of women to bow, cnrtsey, shake bands, torn 
their toes out, and perform sundry other pohte accom- 
plishments; the whole party, master and pupils, pre- 
aerving the strictest gravity. 

" Towards midnieht all onr men, except (he watcli on 
-' eck, turned in to their beds, and the &tigiied and hungry 
Estinimaox returned to their boats to take (heir supper, 
which consisted of lumps of raw flesh and bluober 
of seals, birds, entrails, &c. ; licking their fingers with 
great zest, and with knives or finders scraping the blood 
and grease which ran down their chins mto their 
xoonthB." 

Many other partiea of tlie natives were &llen in wilh 
daring the slow progress of the ships, between Salisbniy 
and N^ottingham Ifilands, who were equally as eager 
to beg, barter, or thieve ; and the month was the gene* 
ral repository of most of the treasures they received i 
needles, pins, nails, buttons, beads, and other small et- 
ceteras. Being indiscriminately stowed away there, but 
detracting in nowise from their volubihty of speech. On 
the 13th of August the weather being calm and fine, 
narwhals or sea-unicorns were very nmnerons about the 
ships, and boats were sent, but without success, to strike 
one. There were sometimes as many as twen^ of these 
beantifdl fish in a shoal, lifting at times their immense 
horn above the water, and at others showing their glossy 
backs, which were spotted in the manner of coach doss in 
England. The length of these fish is about fifteen feet, 
exclusive of the horn, which averages five or six more. 

Captain Parry landed and slept on Sonthampton Island. 
Bis boat's crew eaught in holei on the beach sufGoieat 
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■illocks, or joodk coBl-fi«li, to wrre tor two neala toe tbs 

whole abip's oomputj. Dtutng dke night white wh^n 
were seen Iving in hondredB cloae to the roeki, probably 
feeding oa the Billocka. Alter eanfoUy m-airilnlng Duke 
ol York Bay, the ships got into the Frozen Strait of 
Middleton on the morning of the SOth, and aa anxiaiui 
d&y was closed hy pauin^ an opening to the loitthwanl, 
which was found to be Sir Thomoi &e'B W«deome, aod 
lieBTing to for the night off a baj to the omih-weit. 
The ebipi got well in to Sepulse Bay oa ^ha 3&id. and a 
careful eiaminatioa of its shorea waa made by Ute boata. 

Captains Fanr and Lron, with aereral i^oert from 
each ship, landed and explored the northern shores, while 
a boat examined the head of the bay. "Bie waters of 
a long cove are described by Captain I^ob as being abso- 
lutely hidden by the quantitieB of young eider dooko, 
which, under the direction of their mothers, were mulriiig 
tiieir first ewayi in swimming. 

I Lyoa witii a bent's eraw made a trip <^ • 
' ' ' ; some i^ the indenfa of tl^ hay, 

■DO oiflooverea an uiiet, which, howerer, <m being entered 
subsequently by the ships, prored only to be the diTiding 
riiftnnffl between an islaad and the moiiUand, abont ■'t 
miles in length by one in breaddi. Frooeeding to the nortli- 
ward by Eurd's channel, they experienoed a long rolUnf 
frroond swell setting against them. On the 2Sth, ascen£ 
ing a steep mountain, Captaan Lyon disoorered a nobitt 
bay, aubaequeatly uamed Gore Bay, in which lay a fe<r 
islands, and towards this they directed their oourse. 

Captain Parry, who had been two days absent with 

bo^ exploring the channel and shores of the strait,: 

returned on the 29th, but set off again on the same day 

with six bo^ to sound and examine more minutely. 

When Pairy returned at night, Mr, GriffithH, of tfao- 

Mecla, brought on board a large doe, which he had killed 

while swimming (amongst large masses of ice) from isle' 

to isle j two others and a &wn w«e procmod on ahore by 

'' " " ' pie. The game laws, as tiiey were laid 

ormer voyajie while wintering at Melvill© 

ince more put in force. These "enacted 

rpose of eoonomizing the ship's provisions, 

ik-oien killed should be served out in lien 

lowauce of meat. Karea, ducks, and other 

. at this time to be included. As an encon- 

portsmen, the head, legs, and offal of the 

were to be the perquisites of those who 

carcasci for the general good." "In th» 
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animal" of this d&7 (obsoiTes Ljon] we ware emrinowl 
^at oar sportsmen liad not forgotten the Istitode to which 
their perquisites might legally extend, for the necks wera 
made ao long as to encroBch considerably on tie vertebna 
of the back ; s manner of amputatii^ tiie heads wUtll 
had been lesmt dmins the former Toyage, sjtd, no doubts 
would be strictly acted np to in the present one." 

Whilst the Bhipa on the 30th were proceeding throHEl* 
this strait, having to contend with heavy windand wild 
ice, which with an impetnoua tide ran against the rocks 
with lond crashes, at tue rate of five knots in the centrs 
stream ; four boats towing aiitem were tora away by the 
ice, and, with the men in them, were fbr some time in 
great' danger. The Tessels anchored for the night in K 
•mall nook, and weighing at daybght on tite 31st they 
stood to the eastward, but Gore Kiy w«s fonnd closefy 
packed with tee, and moat of the inlets they 'pasaed were 
also beset. 

A. prevalence of fog, northerly wind, andheairioe tnfloei 
1^ Homemilea in circnmferenoe, now earned the snipfl, in spite 
of constant labour and exertions, in three days back to the 
very spot in Fox's Channel, where a month azo thc^ had 
oommcnced their operations. It was not till the 5th ot 
September that they conld again get tormxd, and then t^ 
one of the usnal cnanges in the naTi^tlon of these seaa, 
the ships ran well to the north-east nnnnpeded, at the ratft 
of six knots an hour, anchoring ibr tiie n^t at tiie most^ 
of a large opening, which was named I^on Itdot. The 
next day they proceeded abont twenty-five miles up this 
inlet, which appeared to be abont eight miles wood. 
Cap^in Parry pushed on with two boata to examine the 
head of the inlet, taking provisions fi:^ a week. He 
returned mi the 14tb, havine failed in fiidirg any outlet to 
fbo plaee he had been examming, which was very extensire, 
full of fiords and rapid over^Us of the tide. He had 
procured a soSeiency of game to afibrd his people a hot 
sapper every evening, which, after the eonstant labonr of 
die day, was lughly acceptable. He fell in also with a 
small party of natives who displayed the usual thieving 
propensitieB. 

Animal food of all kinds was found to he rery plentifal 
in this locality. A fine salmon trout wm brought down by 
one of the omcers from a lake in the mountains. The crew 
of the Secla killed in a fortnight four deer, forty hares, 
eighty-two ptarmigan, fifty dnclu, three divers, three foxea, 
three ravens, four seats, ermines, marmottec, mice, &c. 
Two of the seals killed wera immense ftn''""ilH of the 
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beuded species (Fit>ea iarbata), Tecy iat, weighing about 
' ' ' r nine cwt., the otheis were fJta eommoa apedea 



Captain Parry tteain left in boats on tlie ISthta examine 
more carefiilly the land Hiat had been passed so rapidlj on 
the 6th and 6th. Not finding him retam on tlie ^th. 
Captain liTon ran down the coast to meet him, and br 
baming brae lights fell in with him at ten that night. 
It appeared he had been frozen np for two days on the 
second evening after leaving. When he got clear he ran 
down to, and sailed round. Gore Bay, at that time per- 
ieotlr clear of ice, bnt by the next morning it was quite 
fflled with heavy pieces, which much impeded his return. 
Onoe more be was frozen up in a small bay, where be waa 
detained three days ; when finding there was no chance 
of getting out, ia conBequenee of uie rapid formation of 
young ice, by ten hoars' severe labour, the beats were 
earnwl over a low point of land, a mile and a half wide^ 
nd once more launched. 

On the 6th of October the impedimenta of ice continning 
io increase, being met with m all its formationa of sludge 
or yomig ice, pancake ice and bay ice, a small open bay 
vitnin a little cape of land, forming the S. E. extremity of 
Ba island off Lyon Inlet, was sounded, and being fonnd 
to be safe anchorage the ships were bronght in, and, from 
tlie indications wbidi were netting in, it was finally deter- 
mined to Hecnre them there for the winter; by means of 
a canal half a mile long, which was cut, theywero taken 
ibrther into the bay. l%e island was named Winter Isle. 

Preparations were now made for occupation and amuse> 
ment, BO as to pass awaj; pleasantly the period of detention. 
A good stock of theatrical dresses and properties having 
fae^ laid in by the officers before reavma; England, 
arrangements were made fur performing plays fortnightly, 
OS on their last winter residence, as a means of amusing 
the seamen, and in some degree to break the tedions 
monotony of their confinement. As there conld be no 
desire, or hope of excelling, every officer's name waa 
xeadily entered on the list ^ dramatia pertona. Captain 
''jvon kindly undertaking the difficult office of manager. 
niose ladiet (says Lyon^ who had cherished the growth 

' "'Btr beards and whiskers, as a defence against the 
enw of the climate, now generously agreed to do 
Tith such unfeminine omamentA, and eveTytbing 
ir for a most styUsh theatre. 
curiosity, I may here pat on record the play-bill for 



Thos. 
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the erening. I have added the ship to which each offiser 
belonged. 

THEATBE BOTAL, 

WUTTBB IBLB. 

The Foblic are respectfuUj informed tliat this little, ret 
elegant. Theatre will open for the season oa Fridaj 
next, the 9th of ITovember, 1S21, when will be per- 
formed Sheridan's celebrated Comedy of 

THE BTVAIS. 
Sir Anthonv Abaolule . Capttun Parry (jyw). 
C^tam Aoaoluie , . Captain Lyon (Meeia). 
Sir Zudut 0' Trigger . Mr. Croziec (JtryJ- 
^aiilkltaid .... Mr. J. Edwards (!*Wy). 

Aeret Mr. J. Henderson (^Hry). 

" Lieut, Hoppner (Seala). 

Lieat. Beia (^w^). 

Mr. C. Bichards (Secla), 

Mr. W. H. Hooper (Fury). 

Mr. J. Sheter (Secla). 

Mr. W. Mogg (clerk of Beela), 



David .... 
Mrt. Mala^rop . 

Xgdia Languish 
iMrg .... 



Uessm. C. Patmer (Secla) and J. Henderson 

bo introduced in the course of the erening. 

On the 17th of December a shivering set of aotors peis 
formed to a great-ooated, yet Tery cold andienoe th« 
comedy of the " Foot tiontleman." Aburst of tme Eng- 
lish feeling was exhibited dnrin g t he performance of thia 
^y. In thesoenewhere Xtenj. iFbMAtn^fonaudCbrporaX 
Foes recoant in Bo animated a manner their former achiere- 
nents, advancing at the same time, and hnzzaine for 
" Old England," the whole andjenoe, with one accord, toaa 
and ^BTe three most hearty cheers. They then sat down, 
and the play continued nnintermpted.- 

On Christmas Eve, in order to keep the people quiet 
and sober, two farces were performed, and the plumtasma- 
goria (which had been kindly presented anonymously to 
uie ships before leaving by a lady] exhibited, so that th* 
night passed merrily away. 

The coldness of me weather proved no bar to the per> 
Ibrmanoe of a play at the appointed time. If it amosei' 
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ihe seamen ttte pnrpoee was ansrered, bnt it w»a » (xoe2 
task for the periormerB. " In our green-room (Ba^a Ljon), 
irhich. was aa muck wanaed as any otlier part of the 
Theatre, the tliermoroet«r stood at 16°, and on a table 
which wBB placed orer a rtore, and about Bis inches abore 
ft, the coSee froze in the onps. For mj gins, I was obltf^ 
to be dressed in the height of the fashion, as Dtek Don- 
tat, in the " Heir at 'Cm," and went thron^h the last 
scene of the play with two of my finj{era ftodt-bittcn ! Let 
those who have wibieBsed and admired the perfbrmances 
of a Young, answer if he codld possibly hkre stood so 
cold a rece^on." 

Captain Panr also states in his Jonmal, " Among the 
recreations which afforded the highest ^tificstion to 
several among lu, T may mention the moaieal parties wo 
were enabled to mnster, and which assembled on stated 
evenings thronghont the winter, alternately in Oomnunder 
Lyon's cabin and in my own. More skflAil amateurs in 
music might well hare smiled at these, onr humble con- 
certs, but it will not ini^line them to think less of Hie 
science they admire, to be assured that, in these remote and 
desolate regions of the globe, it has often furnished us witli 
Ihe most pleasurable sensations which our sitoation w«a 
capable of affording; for, [ndependently of the mere s^ati- 
fication afforded to the ear by music, there is, ^perhaps, 
■earcel^ a person in the world really fond of it, m whoaa 
mind its Bonnd is not more oi less connected with 'his far 
listsnt home.' There are alwajrs some remembrances 
which render them inaeparable, and those associations are 
Bot to be despised, i^oh, while we are engaged in Iho 
p^oimanoe of oar dnty, can stiU oeeaaionaily transport 
B8 into tiie foeial circle of our friends at home, in spite of 
the oceans tJiai n^ between as." But tlieir attention was 
not confined to mere Amnsements. If uoh to the credit of 
the seamen, an api^catim was made in euh ship tar p«r- 
mission to open an erening school, which was willingly 
seceded to. Almost erery man ooold read and some 
ooold write a little, bat sereral foimd that, &om long 
disuse, it was requisite to begin agun. 

Ur. Halse volunteered to enpeiintend the diuee in the 
Shtryi while Benjamin White, a seaman, who had been 
i^ted at Christ's Hospital, officiated as schoofanaster in 
Teela, and those best quatified to assist aided in the 
iction of their shipmateH, who made rapid prozreas 
' their tnition. On Chiistmaa Dsy, Captam Lyon 
I diat be ree^ved uitees copies 6om men. who two 



oTOob 



An 6b§emtoTj v»a czectod ml riiorc, for oarryin^ on 
DUignfltical, tatnuHnnical, and other icnentifie operati^a. 
Faxes wei« vraj plentifal about t^ ship* ; fifteen were 

j&e tnm in four konrt oil tbe lu^t c^ the 25Ui 

Ootober, and kboTeoiMlnindred were either trapped cr 
killed in the eoBTse of three montha, and yet there Beemed 
but little dnninatiai in tbeir namberB. Captain Lyon 
■ajv be fmmd tfaem not bad eating, the Seak maoh 
reBembline that of kid. A pack of ttiirt«en wolTee eam« 
oonritnii^y to have a look at the Mpa, and on one oece- 
■on iKoke into a now-lMrase aloniifBide, ud w^ed off 
with « cwapie of Eaqaimanx doga eonfioed there. Bean 
aov and tten also nude their appeannoe. 

A T«iT beaM^Ad ennine walked on board the Heda one 
dftf, and «aa eaof^ in a fmall trap placed on the dedi, 
eertainfy the firat of theae uinnala which waa erer U^ea. 
t&re (m boazd a ehip 400 jarde from tlie land. The 
ZKronona propenaities of even tome of the BmaUeet 
membim erf uie aniniid tdngdcmi are exemplified bj the 
Sdlowine c^ract:— 

" We nad for some time otaMrred that in tJie fire-hole, 
iriuch waa kept cnien in the ice alongside, a conntleaB mnl- 
titsde of BBUtll shrimps were conBtontlj- riaiBe near the 
■ortee, and we aoon found that in twenty-four hosrs 'Utey 
wvold clean, in the moat beaotifnl manner, the BkeletonH." 

After attending Divine service on Christmas Bay, like 
ettoera and e»wa sat down to the Inzniy of jpinta of 
English roast beef, whidt had been kept uatajnted by 
being froaen, and the onteide robbed wiQi salt. Cranberrr 
pies and paddings, of every ahape and size, with a fnU 
allowance of spiiits, fi^wed, and, probably the natozal 
attendance of headaches sncceed«d, for the neit morning 
it was deemed expedient to send allthepeo^eforanmoa 
tiw iee, in order to pat Uiem to rights ; but thick weather 
coming on it became neoessaiy to ret^ them, and, post- 
poning the dinner honr, they w«« all danced eobw bj 
one o'clock, tbe fiddler being, fortunately, quite as he 
^onld be. Dnrine tliis curiova ball, a witty fellow 
att«nded as an oldc^e woman, with Innme <h frozen 
■now in a bw^et ; and sneh was the demand for hia pies 
on this occasion, that he was obliged to refilenish prettr 
frequently. Tl^ year had now £awn to a close, and all 
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enjojed excellent healdt, and were bleised with good 
spirits, and ceal f<^ the renewal of their wdaoas exertiom 
in the siunmer. 

No signs of eeuTTj, the mrnol pUgue of mch Toysgea, 
had oooorred, and 07 the plana or Captain Pairy, as 
carried out on tiie former voyage, a anfficienoy of muaf^rd 
ttod cress was raiaed between &okA to afford all handa a 
I salad once, and aometimea twice a week. The cold now 
became intenae. Wine fi-oae in the bottles. Port waa 
eongealed into thin pink Luuinte, which larr looaelf, and 
occupied the whole length of the bottle. White wme, OB 
&e contTKCj, &OKe into a soUd and per£M!tlf transparent 
mat 9, reaemblingamber. 

On the lat of Febmarv the monotonv of their life waa 
'Varied bj the orriTal of a large party of Eaqnimaiuc, and an 
interohajige of viaite thenceforwaid took place with this 
tribe, which, aingularlj enough, were proverbial £or tbeir 
honestr. TJltdntately, however, they began to display 
some thievish propensitieB, for on one erenmg in March s 
moat Bhocking theft wag conunittod, which waa no less 
than the last piece of En^hsh corned beef &om the mid, 
Ahipmen'e meaa. Had it been an 181b. carronade, of 
«ven oae of the anchon, the thieves would have bees 
welcome to it; but to purloin Engliah beef in Booh 
a conntiT was m^ardonable. 

On die 16th of March Captain Lyon, Ideutenaitt 
Palmer, and a party of men, left the ship, with proviaionB, 
tents, &o., in a large aledge, tor an ezcuraion of three or 
four days, to eumiue the land in the neigbbonrbood of 
the ships. 

The first night's encampment waa anytlung but com- 
fortable. Their tent they found so cold, utat, it waa 
determined to make a oaveRi in the snow to sleep in j and 
digging thia afforded bo good an oppoitonity of warming 
thems^ves, that the only shovel was lent Irom one to the 
other aa a particular favour. After digging it of sufficient 
sisB to contain them all in a sitting posture, by means of 
the smoke of afire they managed to raise the temperature 
ito 20°, and, dosing the entrance with blocks of snow, crept 
• into their blanket bses and tried to sleep, with the plea- 
-sant refiection that their roof might fall in and bury them 
all, and that their one spade waa the only means of 
liberation after a night's drift of snow. 

They woke next morning to enoounter a heavy gale and 
drift, and found their sledge so embedded in the snow 
that they could not get at it, sad in the attempt thair 
fiioeB and extnmitiea were most painfully &ost-bitten. 
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The ihennometer was at 32° below zero : they could not, 
IDOreoTer, tee a yard of the road ; jet to renuus appeared 
worse than to go forward — the laat plan was, therefore, 
decided on. The tent, sledge, and Ingfrage were left 
behind, and witli only a few pounds of bnwd, a little mm, 
and a spade, the pixty again set ont;andin order to depict 
tjieir saSerme^t * miut take up the namriiTe as related by 
" " [Lmond^r himself. 



" S^ot knowing where to go, we wandered amon^Bt tho 
heavy hnmmockB of ice, and anSering from oold, fatifroe, 
and anxiety, were so<m co]n^let«ly bewildered. Several of 
our party now began to eihibit Bymptomg of that horrid 
kind of inBeneibility which is the prelude to sleep. They 
all professed extreme willingness to do what mey were 
told in order to keep in eieroiae, but none obeyed; on 
the contrary, they reeled abont like drunken nien. The 
faces of aeTcral were sererely frost-bitten, and soma had 
for a considerable time lost sensation in their fingers and 
toes ; yet they made not the slightest exertion to mb &» 
parts affected, and eveu discontinued their general 
rastom of warminff each other on observing a discolora- 
tion of the skin. Mr. Palmer employed the people in 
bnilding a enow wall, ostensibly as a. shelter trmn the 
wind, but in fact to give them ezeroies, when standing 
still mnst have proved fatal to men in our ciroumstances. 
My attention was exclusively directed to Sergeant Speck- 
man, who, having been repeatedly warned that his nose 
VOB frozen, had paid no attention to it, owing to the state 
of stopefaction into which he had fallen. The frost-bite 
had now extended over one side of his face, which was 
frozen as hard as a mask ; the eyelids were stiff, and one 
comer of the upper hp so drawn up as to expose the teeth 
and gums. My nands being still warm, I had the happi- 
ness of restoring the circulation, after which I used all my 
endeavours to keep the poor fellow in motion ; but he 
complained sadly of giddiness and dimness of sight, and 
WHS so weak as to be nnable to walk without assistance. 
His case was so alarming, that I expected every moment 
he would lie down, never to rise agam. 

"Onr prospect now became every moment more gloomy, 
and it was bat too probable that lour of our party would 
be unable to survive another hour. Mr. Palmer, however, 
endeavoured, as well as myself, to cheer the people up, but 
it was a faint attempt, as we had not a single hope to give 
them. Every piece of ice, or even of smaS rock or stone, 
was now BUppc«ed to be the ships, and we hod great diffi- 
culty in preveuting the men from running to the different 
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IS raniUDg Toood lu to warm himscJF, he middenlj' pitcked 
OD a new beaten track, and tu exercise was indiapenaabl^ 
we determined on faUowing it, wbercrer it mi^t lead na. 
Hsring taktm tke anrgeimt under mj ctMt, he recorered » 
little, and ve mevwi onwarda, when to oni mfiaite joj «9 
found that the path led to the shipa." 

As the result of Uiis ezposnre, one man had two of his 
£neers so badly frost-bitten as to loae s good deal of the 
flean of ^e \nmez ends, and for many daf a it was feared 
that he wvdd be obligol to hare thera amputated. Qaar~ 
ter-master Carr, one of those who had be»i the most 
hardj while in the air, faii^ed twice oomttu^ bekrw, and 
erery oee had aerere froet-bitea in difierent parts of tte 
body, whidi reeoreted after the waal loaa of sldn in tbeM 

(^ ol Ab Eiqnmanx lemalea, hy naiBB Igkwlik, wbo 

gays a oon^coooB part in t^ nanrstire, was a general 
TODiite, benig pOM^aedofalBrgefund of oeeM informs 
tion, hariiig a j^ood Toice and ear for mnaie, being aa 
excellent sempetieas, and hKriag audi a good idea of thtf 
hydTi^!nq»l7 and bewinga of ti^ neighhoaiing aea-ooast^ 
as to Attar ehartt i^kb guided Parry modi in his f utsre 
operatiaBa,fi:»hefbuiidb«rBketdMS tobe in Utenuiu eot- 
leet. She connected the land from tkeir winter-qnartersto 
Uie north-weat aea, roonding and tetmiaating Uie ntoiJiem 
extreani^ of this part vf America, by a krge island, and a 
strait of aufficieut magmtnde to afford a ^e paAsage for 
the Bhipa. Thia little n(«th-weat passage, obeerrea Lyon, 
set us all caatie-bnilding, and we afresdy fimcied the worst 
part of our TOyage over; or, at all evento, that before hplf 
the ensuisK sommer was past, we should arrive at Akkoolee, 
the Esqnimanz settlement on the western shore. Half- 
way between that coast and Sepotee Bay, Igloolik drew 
OB her chart a lake of considerable size, having smidl 
stzeanta nmniag from it to the sea, on each aide ; and the 
, ootreetnesa of this information was fully proved by £tM 
in. hia recent expedition in 1846. 

On the 13th of April their Ssqitimaiix friends took their 

departure f<w other qoarteraj towards the end of the 

month the crews completed the cutting of trenches round 

^ilB vesseb, in order that they might nae to their proper 

vingB previous to working in tne hcJda, md the slupa 

ted like oorka on their native element, after their long 

risonment of 191 days. As the season appeared to M 

iToving, another land expeditdoa was determined aa. 
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end Captain Lyon uid Lieateiuat Palmer, oMended by 
a porU^ of eight men. Hit off on tbe Sih of May, takiii^ 
with t£em twenty days' proristoiu. !Eac^ man drew en a 



;d£c 126 Iba^ and the officers 95 Iba. a-nece. 

"Xoaded as we were (Bays the leader), it wa 

greatest difficulty we made our way antongst and o' 



Tn oi-ltfl, ourselves and sledgeB taking fMMue very mi- 
pleasant tomblea. It required two hows and a half to 
(jToae the ice, althongh the diatanee watt not two miles, and 
Vie then landed on a small island, where we passed tJie 

^Several islands and shoals in the strait were named 
Bird's lalea. At soon 4hi the llth, thef camped at tha 
head of a fine bav, to which tha name of iBlalte was giren. 
In spite of all ttte care which had be^ taken by using 
crape shades, and other ooTern^ &)e ^e eyes, fire of tlw 
party became sererely afflicted with SMOiwUindnesa. Befcm 
evening two of the snfiererB were inite Uinded by th« 
iofianunation. Their iacei, eyes, and eves heads, oeinr 
much swollen, and veir red. Bathing would hare dFordea 
relief, bat tiie sun dia not prodnca a drop of water, and 
their Bto«^ of fuel being ^tited, they coald only spai« 
enough wood to thaw tmow for tb^ snd-day dran^t. 

Aa the rncirn'ing of the 121h bro^ht do chmi^ in the 
invalids, another day was lost. lowanb evening, by 
breaking pieces of ice, aad jJaciw then is ihe fall ^ara 
of the sun, sufficient water wsa i^tained, both tor dnnk- 
ing and for the sick to bathe their faees, whicii' afforded 
them MTnuKing rehef, and on the morrow th«y ware enabled 
to resume their journey. Atnooa the snnwas saSaently 
powerful to afford the traveileia a draught of water witlfc- 
out having to thaw it, as had hitherto been the case. 

For neariy three days aft«T this, they were impriaoned 
in their low tent by a anow-stonu, hut <m. the mwniug c£ 
the 18th, they were enabled to sally out to stretch their 
legs, and catch a glimpse c£ the snn. After examining 
many bays and indentations of the coast, the party retoniea 
to the shipa on the evening of the 21at. A canal waa now 
cut through the ice, to get the ships to the open water, in 
length 2400 feet, and vajying in breadth fifOTn60tol97 
feet. The average thiekneBa (^ the ice waa four feet, bnt 
in some places it was as moeh as twelve feet. This tru^ 
arduous task had occupied th« crews for fifteen days, frtnn 
six in the morning to e^ht in the evening; but they 
laboured at it with the greatest spirit and good humow, 
and it was conclnded on Uie 18th of June, when the officcan 
and men began to take leave of their several haunts and 
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nmenadeB, partioiilarly the " guden" of eack ship, which 
become tsToarite louneei dunng their nine montbs' 
detantioQ. A feir ill-fat«d buntinz came nettr enough to 
be shot, and were inttantlj roostoa for a farewell supper, 
and bright 'risiona of active bioi^odb on the water on tbtf 
morrow were uniTersallj entertained. But tLhe nieht dis* 
pelled all these airy oHatleB, for wiUi the moniinK^ daws, 
ther found that the whole bodj of ice astern of the ibipe 
had broke adrifl, filled up the bard-wrought canal, and 
imprisoned them as firm as ever. 

Death now for the first time Tiaited the orewl. James 
Friuf le, a seaman of the Secla, fell finm the mast-head to 
the ^k, and was killed on the 18th of May. Wio. Souter, 
qaarter-master, and John Eeid, carpenter s mat«, belong- 
ing to the Fktv, died on the 26th and 27th, of natural 
causes. Towards the end of June, the sea began to clear 
rapidly to the eastward, and the bay ice aoon gave way as 
fiu' BB where the ships were lying, and on the 2nd of Jnly 
they put to sea with a &esn breeze, after baTiiig been 
frozen in for 267 days. 

In miLlnng their way to the northward, they were fre- 
quently in moch danger. On the 3rd, the ice came down 
on the Secla with snoh force as to carry her on board the 
JPury, by which the Stela broke her "best bower anchor, 
and cut ner waist-boat in two. On the 4th, the pressuro 
of the ice was so great as to break the Secla adnit from 
three hawaer*. Sour or five men were each on separate 
pieces of* ice, parted from the ships in the endeavour to 
run out a hawser. A heavy pressure closing the loose ice, 
oneipectedlv gave them a road on board agun, or they 
nrast have been carried away by the stream to certain 
destruction. On the 8th, the Secla had got her stream- 
cable out, in addition to the other hawsers, and made fast 
to the land ice, when a very heavy and extensive floe took 
the ship on her broadside, and being backed by another 
large body of ice, gradu^y lifted her stem as if by the 
action of B wedge. 

" The weight every moment increasing, obliged us," 
says Captain Lyon, " to veer on the hawsers, whose fric- 
tion was so great as nearly to cut throngh the bitt-heads, 
and ultimate^ to set them on fire, so that it became requi- 
site for people to attend with buckets of water. The pres- 
sure was at length too powerful for resistance, and the 
stream.Qable, with two sis and one five-inch hawsers, all 
g&ve way at the same moment, three others soon follow- 
ing them. The lea was too full of ioe to allow the ship to 
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Arive, and ibe only way in which she could yield to the 
enormous -weight which oppressed her, was by leaning 
over on the land ice, while her Btem at the aama time was 
entirely lifted to above the height of five feet out of the 
water. The lower deck beama now complained very much, 
and the whole frame of the ship underwent a trial which, 
wonld have proved fiital to any less strengthened vessel. 
At the same moment, the rodder wa« unhung with a snddea 
jerk, which broke up the rudder-cose, and struck the 
driver-boom with great force." 

From this perilous position she was released almost by 
ft miracle, and the rudder re-hnn^. 

The shipa at last reached the island which had been so 
accurately described to thera by the Esquimaux lady — 
Igloolik, where they eame upon an encampment of 120 
Esquimaux, in tento. Captuna Fany and Lyon and 
other officers made frequent exploring excursions along 
the shores of the Fury and Hccla strait, and inland. On 
tike 86th of August the ships entered this strait, which 
naa found blocked up with Sat ice. The season had also 
now assnmed so wintry an aspect that there aeemcd but 
little probability of getting much farther wert : knowing of 
Bo harbour to protect the ships, unless a favourable change 
took place, they had the gloomy prospect before them of 
wintering in or near this froEen strait. Boating and hrnd 
parties were dispat«hed in several directions, to report upon 
the different localities. 

On the 4th of Se;>teinher, Captain Lyon landed on an 
ishtnd of elate formation, abotit six miles to the westward 
of the ships, which he named Amherst Island. The result 
of these expeditions proved that it was impraotioablB, 
either by boats or yntet oonveyanoe, to examine any part 
of the land south-west of l^loolik, in oonsequenee of the 
ice. 

Mr. Eeid and a boat-party travelled about sixty miles 
to the westward of Amherrt Island, and ascertained the 
termination of the strait. On a consultation with the 
ofBcers, Captain Farry det«rmined to seek a berth near 
to Igloolik, in which to secure the ships for the winter. 
They had now been sixty-five days struggling to get for- 
ward, but had only in that time reached forty milea to the 
westward of IglooUk. The vessels made the best of their 
-way to the natural channel between this island and the 
land, but were for some time driA«d with the ice, losing 
several anchors, and it was only by hard work in cutting 
channels that they were brought into safer quai^rs nrar 
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the land. Some fine teami of dogi were heae {orchaieA 
fimm the Esqaimjius, which were found very eeiriceabte 
in mokiiig exoursiotu on BledesB. 

Their eeoond Christmas Da^ in this region h*d sow 
arrived, and Lvon informa ua — 

" CapUia Fany dined with me, and was treated with a 
superb diaplaj of moBtard and oreM, with about &lby 
onions, riTfulins a fine needle in size, which I had reared 
in boxes roundinf cabin stove. All oar loeases in eithear 
ship were aup^hed with an ectra pound of real £ngUgit 
fresh beef, which had been hai^iDS at our quarter for 
eighteen months. We eonld not ajSord to leave it for » 
farther trial of keeping, but I have no doubt that dooblft 
theperiod wonld not have quite spoiled its flavour." 

This winter proved much more severe than liie Icmaer. 
Additiocukl clothint; was found necossary. The stove-fiut- 
nels collected a quantiCf of ioe within thrai, notwiUistaadp 
ing fires were Kept up night and daj, so that it was 
frmueotlj re<}uiBite to take them dowa in order to break 
and melt the loe out of them. 

Nothing WBB seen of the son for f<ntj-twD dajs. 

On the 16th (^ April, Mr. A. Elder, Greeoland mate of 
the Secla, died of drops; : he had been leading man with 
Parry on Boss's voyage, and for his good conduct was 
made ma1« of the Qri^tr, on the laat o^iedition. 

On the 6th of September, 1B23, Mr. Geo. Fife, the pilot, 
also died of scurvy. 

After taking a review of tbeiriirovinonB, and the probs- 
bility of having to pass a third winter here, Captain Putt 
determined to send the StcUt home, taking trom her oU 
the proTiaion that could be spared. Little or no hopes 
ooula be entertained of any paea^e being found to Uis- 
westward, otherwise than by the strait now so firmly 
closed with ice; but Parry trosted that some interesting 
additions might be made to the geography of these dreary 
regions, hy attemptin;^ a passage to the northward or east- 
ward, in hopes of finding an outlet to I^nosstw Sound or 
Prince E«gent'8 lolet. 

On the 21st of April, 1823, they began transshipping th* 
provisions ; the teams of dogs being fonnd most usetoL for- 
this purpose. Even two anchors of Wi owt. each, wen 
drawn by these noble animals at a Quick trot. 

TTpon admitting daylight at the stem windows of 
the Secla, on me 22nd, the gloomy, aooty cabin 
showed to no great advantage, no less than t«n buckets of 
ioe were taken irom the sashesandout of the stem lockers, 
from which latter some spare flannels and instrumento 
-were only liberated by chopping. 
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Od theTtli of Juno, Captain Jjjon, with a party of men, 
■et off ooroBB the Melvillfl FeninBulai to endcaroar to aet 
& Bight of the western tea, of which they hid received de- 
acriptiye oocouats from the nativea, but owing to the diffi- 
culties of traTelhng, and the raofea of nunmtaios they met 
with, they returned unsuccessful, alter being out twenty 
days. Aiother inlajid trip of a fortnight followed. 

On tb» 1st of AngoBt, tlie Stela was reported ready for 
■ea. Some lymptoms of souTry haTing again mode theiiF 
appearance in the ihipi, and the surgeons reportJuE that 
it would not be prudent to conttnne longer. Captain Parry 
reluctantly determined to proceed home with both ahipa. 
After being 819 days in theii wi&tet qtxwters, the ehipi 
got away on the Bth of August. 

A conspionone landmai^, witli deipaMiea, was let no 
<m the mainland for the infonoatioit of FraiilElin, ehoolA 
lie reach this quarter. 

On reaehine Winter lalaod, and tisltuig their last year'a 
garden, radistkes, mustard and cress, and onitma weiei 
bronglU off, whieh had snrrived tiw wintar and were ttill 
alive, earentAMi mMitha from tbe tame they wer« planted, 
n very remarkable proof of their hftving been preaerred 1^ 
the warm oorsring of enow. 

The ships, during the whole of this passage, were drrrea 
by the current more than thiiee degrees, entirely nt th* 
aertrr of the ioe, beinx earned iSba erary bight, and 
swept over each point, without tjie ponrar at helping tben- 

Oa Ae let of September, lltay wei* drirea up I/roa 



Inlet, where they were Mmflned high np till the SUi. 
when a breese sprune up, whtflh wk tham down to 
within three miles of Winter I«laad ; still it was not until 
the 12th that they ^ot thoroushly olear of the indraught. 
The danger and suspense of these twelve days weT« 
horrible, and Lyon justly observes that he would prefer 
bein<r frosen up during another eleven months' winter, t(> 
again passing so anxiou* a period of time. 

" Ten of the twelve nights were passed on deck, ia 
erpecta.tion, each tide, of some dedoed change in onr 
affairs, either by being left on the rooks, or grounding in 
such shoal water, that ^e whole body of the ice ranat 
have slid over us. Bat, as that good old seaman Baffla 
expresses himself, ' God, who is greater than either ico 
or tide, always delivered ns 1' " 

For thirty-five days the shipshadbeen beset, and in thst 
period had driven with the ice above 900 miles without 
uty exertion on their part, and alio without a poasibililj 
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<^ extnc&ting themselvM. On the 23rd of September 
tbef once more eot into the swell of the Atlaatic, and on 
fli« lOtb of October arriTed at L^nick, in Shetland. 

GLlTBRISa'S TOTAOB TO SPITZBSBSXII JJtD GsXBK- 

IJJTD, 1823. 

_ Ik 1823, Capt. Sabine, B^, who Hod been for somfl 
time engaged in magnetic obBerrationa, and also in ezperi* 
ments to determine the configuration of the earth, by 
means of pendulum Tibratioue in different latitudes, having 



S Effected his observations at different points, from th« 
guator tothe Arctic Circle, BuegcHted to the Eoyal Sociefy, 
lirough Sir Hnmpkrj Davy, me importance of extending 
similar exoeriments into higher latitudes towards the Pole. 
Accordingly; the Government placed at his disposal H. ALS. 
Oriper, 120 tons. Commander Clavering, which was to 
conver him to Spitsbergen, and tltence to the east oout of 



The Qriper sailed from the Nore on the 11th of May, 
and proceeded to Hammerfest, (v Whale Island, near the 
Korth Cape in Sorway, which she reached on the 4th of 
June, and Capt. Sabine having finished his shore observa- 
tions by the 23rd, the vessel set smI for Spitzbergen. She 
fell in with ice off Cherry Island, in lat. 75° 5', on thtf 
27th, and on the 30th dis^barked the tents and instru- 
ments on one of the small islands round Hakluyt's Head- 
land, near the eightieth parallel. Capt. Clarenne, mean- 
while, sailed in the Qr^tr due north, and reatmed the 
latitude of 80° 20', where being stopped by close packed 
ice, he was obliged to return. 

On the 24.th of Jnly they again put to sea, directing 
their ooorse for the h^^hest known point of IJie eastern 
coast of Greenland. Iney met with many fields of ice, 
and made the land, which had a most miserable desolate 
Mipearance, at a point which was named Cape Borlase 
Warren. Two islands were discovered, and as CapL 
Sabine here landed and carried on his observations, they 
Tcre called Pendulum Islands. From an island situate in 
it. 75° 12', to which he gave the name of Shannon Island, 
lavering saw high land, stretching due north aa far as 
it. 76°. 

On the 16th of Angnst, Claverine landed with a party of 
^iree cheers and sixteen men on t£e mainland, to examine 
the shores. The temperatare did not sink below 23°, and 
they slept for nearly a fortnight they were on shore with 
Only a boat-cloak and blasket for a covering, without feel- 



ing any inoonvezuence from the cold. A tribe of tirelre 
Esquimau): was met with here. They reached in their 
jouraej a roagnuBcent inlet, abont fii^ milea in circum- 
ference, which was aappoaed to be the same which Qale 
Eamkes disoovered in 1654, and which bears hia namo. 
The mountains round its sides were 4000 to 5000 feet high. 
On the 29th of August, they returned on board, and 
having embarked the tents and instruments, the ship again 
set sail on the Slst, keeping the ooaat in view to Cape 
Parry, lat. 72^°. The cMa were observed to be several 
thousand feet high. On the 13th of September, as the 
ice in shore began to get very troublesome, tJie ship 
stood out to sea, and after encountering a very heavy 
gale, which drove them with great ftuy to the southward, 
and it not being thought prudent to make for Iceland, a 
station in about the same latitude on the Norway ooaat 
was chosen instead by Capt. Sabine. They made the 
land about the latitude of ChristianBoand. On the let of 
October the Oriper struck hard cm a sunken ro^, bnt 
got off undamaged. 

On the 6th they anchored in Dpontkeim Fiord, wher» 
they were received vnth mnch kindness tmd hospitality, 
and after the necessary observalioDs had been completed 
the ship proceeded homewards, and readied Deptford on 
the 19lli of December, 1823. 

Lton's Totaob in the Gbifeb. 
Is 1S24 three expeditions were (ndered oat, to carry on 
rimnltaneooB operations in Arotio discovery. To CapL 
Lyon was oonmiitted the task of examining and complet- 
ing the survey of the Melville Peninsula, the adjoining 
Btnits, B&d the shores of Arctic America, if possible as fw 
u Franklin's turning point, Capt. Lyon was thereil«e 
gazetted to the Griper gun-brig, which had taken ont 
Oairt.SabinetoSpitzbergenin theprevionavear. Thefbl- 
lowing officers aod crew were also appointed to her t— 
Oriper. 
Oaptrin— G. F. lyon. 
laentemmts — P. Manico and F. Harding. 
Aaaiatant-Surveyor — E. N. KendaL 
Foner— J. Evans. 
Aasistant. Burgeon — ^W. Leyson, 
Hidshipman— J. Tom. 
84 Pet^ offioers, seamen, &o. (-nnolp 

Total comnlement. 41. '^-'-''-W'' 
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It WM not till tlie SOUi of Jnno that the Cfrfper got 
ftwnj from England, being a fall month, later thaa tbe 
UBiial period of departure, aod the Teasel van at the bnt 
but an old tub in nar Bailinc properties. A smajl tender, 
called the Snap, w»b ordered to aecoinpanv her with atom 
as far Ba the ice, and having been relieved of her auppliea, 
she waa sent home on reaching Hadaon's Straits. 

The Griper made but bIow progress in her deeply laden 
state, her crowded decks heine continuaDy swept Dy heavy 
Beai, and it waa not until tne end of August that ahe 
rounded the eonthorn head of Southampton Island, and 
stood up towards Sir Thomas ~Baa'a Welcome. On reach' 
ing the entrance of this channel they encountered a terrific 
gsue, which for a longtime threatened the destruction <£ 
both ship and crew. Drifting with this, they brought im 
the ship with fonr anchora, in a bay with five fathoms and 
a half water, in tLe momentary expectation that witJi 
'Uie ebb tide the ship would talio the ground, aa tli« 
■ea broke fearfblly on a low sandy beadi jost astern, 
and had the anchors parted nothing could have aaved 
the TeHsel. Neither commander nor crew had been in bed 
for three nights, and although little hope was entertained 
of snrviring the gate, and no boat oooldlive in vuch a tea, 
tbe o£Seers and crew performed their several duties with 
their accustomed coolness. Each man was ordered to pat 
on his warmest clothing, and to take charge of some use- 
ftil instrument. The scene is best described in the words 
of tbe gallant commander ; — 

" Eaoh, therefore, brought his beg on deck, and dressed 
himself; and in the fine awletie forma which stood exposed 
before me, I did not see one muscle quiver, nor the 
slightest sign of alarm. Prayers were read, and they then 
all sat down in group*, sheltered from the wash of the se* 
by whatever they could find, and some endeavoured to 
obtain a httle sleep. Never perhaps was witnessed a hner 
scene than on the deck of my little ship, when all hope of 
life had left us. Noble as the character of the Eritish 
Bailor is ^ways allowed to be in oases of daui;cr, yet I did 
not believe it to be possible that among fortj-onc persons 
not one repining word should have been uttered. Each 
'was at peace with his neighbour and tSi the world ; and I 
am firmly persuaded that the resiguatiau which was then 
shown to the will of the Almighty, was the means of 
' ''uning His mercy. God was merciful to us, and tho 
almost miraculously, fell no lower." The ^propriate 
of the Bay of God's Mercy has been given to this 
)n the charts by Gapt. Iiyon. 
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Proceeding onward up the Welcome, thej encountered, 
about a fortnieht later, another fearfiil stonn. On the 
12th of Septemoer, when off the entrance ofWag«r Inlet, 
it blew BO bard for two days, that on the 13tb the ship 
wBB driven from her anchors, and carried away by the 
fury of the gale, with every prospect of being momentarily 
-dashed to pieces against any hidden rock; but the same 
good Prondence which had so recently befriended them, 
again stood their protector. On conflultiog with his 
officers, it was nnanmiODslj resolved, that in the crippled 
state of the ship, without any anchor, and with her com- 
passes worse tlun useless, it would be madness to continue 
the Toyage, and the ship's course was therefore shaped for 
Sogland. 

X may obserre, that the old Griper ia now laid up as a 
linlk in Chichester Harbour, fumiBhing a residence and 
^p6t for the coast guard station. 

Fabry's G^mno Yoyaqx. 

Tn ths spring of 1824 the Admiralty determined to give 
■Capt. Parry another opportunity of carrying out the great 
problem which had so lon^ been sought after, of a north- 
■west passage to the Pacific, and so generally eateemed 
was this g^lant commander that he h&d but to hoist his 
pennant, when fearless of all danger, and in a noble spirit 
of emulation, his former associates rallied around him. 

The same two ships were employed as before, faut 'Emj 
now selected the ffeela for bis pennant. The staiF of 
officers and men was as follows:— 



Wynn, Joseph Sherer, and Hem; 
Foster. 

■Suigeon— Samuel NeiU, M.D. 

3?nrser — W. H. Hooper. 

Assistant-Surgeon — W. Bowland. 

Uidshipmen-^. Bnmton, F. E. M. Crozier, C. Fidiaidir 
and H. N. Head. 

ffreenland Pilots— J. AUieon, master ; and Q. Cham- 
pion, mate. 

49 Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines. 
Total complement, 6Z. 



Google 



FB0OaE» or ABOtIC DtSCOrXBT. 



SoTgeon — A. M'Laren. 

Purser — J. Halse. 

ABsiatent-SuTf^eon — T. BelL 

MidBhipmea— B. Weatropp, C. C, Waller, and E. Bird. 

Ckik— W. Mogg. 

Greenkod FUoU — G-. Crawford, master ; T. Donaldami* 

mate. 
4B Pet^ Officers, Seamen, and Marines. 
Total oomplemeat, 60. 

The William Sarrit, transport, was commiaBioaed to 
accompaDy the ships to the ice with proTisioas. Amonf^ 
the promotions made, it will be seen, were Lieut. Hopiiner 
to the rank of Commander, and second in command or the 
expedition. Messre. J. Sherer and J. C. Boss to be Lien- 
tenants, and J. Halse to be Pureer. The attempt on this 
occasion was to be made b; Lancaster Sound throngh 
Barrow's Strait to Prince Kegent Inlet. The ships 
sailed on the Idth of May, 1834, and a month aAerwards 
fell in with the body of the ice in lat. 60J°. After trans- 
shipping the stores to the two vessels, and sen^ng home 
the transport, about the middle of July they were closa 
beset with the ice in Baffin's Bay, and " from this time 
(savB Parry) the obstructions ii'om the qnantity, magni- 
tnde, and closeness of the ice, were such as to keep our 
people almost constantly employed in hearing, warping, 
or sawing through it ; and yet with bo little success tha^ 
at the close of July, we had only penetrated seventy miles 
to the westward. ' After encountering a severe gale on 
the 1st of August, by which moBses of overlaying ice were 
driven one upon the other, the Hecla was laid on her 
broadside by a strain, which Parry says must inevitably 
have craahed a vessel of ordinary strength ; they got clear 
of the chief obstructioua by the first week in 8epl«mber. 
During the whole of August they had not one day suffi- 
ciently free from rain, snow, or sleet, to be able to lur the 
bedding of the ship's company. 

They entered Lancaster Sound on the 10th of Sep- 
tember, and with the exception of a solitary berg or two 
found it clear of ice. A few days Bf1«r they, however, fell 
in with the young ice, which increasing daily in thickness, 
the ships became beset, and by the current which set to 
the east at the ral« of three miks an hour, thev were soon 
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A^fted back to the eaatirard of Admiralty Inlet, and on 
tlie 23rd they fotmd themselves agam off WoUaston 
Island, at the entrftnce of Nary Bowd Inlet. By perae- 
verance, however, and the aid of a strong eaaterl; Iffeeze, 
thev once more managed to recover their ioat gronnd, and 
on the 27th. reached the entrance of Port Bowen on the 
eastern shore of Prince Be^ent Inlet, and here Parry 
reeolred upon wintering ; this making the fourth winter 
this enterprising commander had paaaed in these inhos- 
pitable seas. ' 

The usual lahoriona pro<»eBS of cntting canals had to be 
Teaorted to, in order to get the shira near to the shore in 
secure and sheltered sitoationa. Parry thus describes the 
dreary monotonous character of an Arctic winter : — 

" It ie hard to conceive anyone thing more like another 
than two winters passed in the higher latitndea of the 
Polar regions, except when variety happens to be afforded 
by intercourse with some other branch of the whole family 
of man. Winter after winter, nature here assomes an 
aspect BO much alike, that cursory observation can scarcely 
detect a single featore of varietj. The winter of more 
temperate climatos, and even iii some of no shght severity, 
is occasionally diversified by a thaw, which at once gives 
rariety and comparative cheerAdness to the prospect. But 
here, when once the earth is covered, all is dreary mono- 
tenons whiteness, not merely for days or weeks, but for 
more than half a year together. 'Whichever way the eye 
is turned, it meets a picture calculated to impress upon 
the mind an idea of inanimate stillness, of that motionleaa 
torpor with which onr feehnga have nothing congenial ; of 
anything, in short, but life. In the very silence there ia 
a deadness with which a human apeetator appears ovt tf^ 
keeping. The presence of man seems an intrusion on Qm 
dreai7 solitude of this wintry desert, which even its native 
animiilB have for awhile forsaken." 

Dnring this year Parry tella us flie tliermometer re- 
mained below zero 131 days, and did not rise above that 
point till the 11th of April. The sun, which had been 
absent from their Tiew 121 days, again blessed the crews 
with his raya on tbe 22nd of February. During this 
long imprisonment, Bchools, acientifio observations, walk- 
ing parties, Su>., were resorted to, but "our former 
amusements," saj^s Parry, " being almost worn threadbare, 
it required some ingenmly to devise any plan that should 
possess tbe charm of novelty to recomrnend it." A happy 
idea was, however, hit upon by Commander Hoppner, at 
whose luggealion a inontnly bal aiatgtti waa held, to the 
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(Treat diTenion of both officers and men, to the nnmber of 
120. The poptdar conuruuider eDt«red gaUj into 
their recreationB, &nd thus ipeaka of these Polar ma^ 
queradeBt — 

" It ia impoisihle that any idea conld have proved oiorv 
happy, or more emctlTBTiited to our situation. AdmirablT 
dreaaed characters of various deaoriptions readily took 
their parts, and many of theae were supported with ■ 
degree of epirit sad gennine good hninour which wonid 
not have disgraced a more refined aasembly; while the 
Lrtter might not hare been disgraced by copying the good 
order, deconuD, and inoffensive cheerfulnetta which oor 
hnrnble masquerades prcaent«d. It does especial credit 
to the diapoaitionB and eood Benae of our men, that thou^ 
all the omcers entered fully into the spirit of these amiue- 
menta, which took place once a month alternately on board 
of eaidi ship, no instance oecmred of anything that conld 
jnterfere with the regultv discipline, or at all weaken th* 
Teapect of the men towards their snperiora. Ours were 
masqaeradea without licentionsneaB — canuTBla witiiont 
excess." 

Exploring parties were sent oat in s«reral directions. 
Commnnder Hoppner and his party went inlaad, and aSWx 
a fortnight's fatiguing journey over a moontainons, barrra, 
and desolate country, where precipitoui ravines 600 feet 
deep obstructed their passage, travelled a degree and three- 
quarters — to the latitude of 73° Iff — bnt saw no appear- 
ance of aea from thence. 

Lieutenant Sherer with four men proceeded to thtt 
southward, and made a carefid aorrey of the ooaet as far 
as 72^°, bnt had not proviaions sufficient to go round Cape 
Eater, the EtontherDmoat point observed in their formee 
Toy age. 

lieutenant J. C. Ease, with a simile party, travelled to 
the northward, along the coast of the Inlet, and from the 
hilla about Cape YaA, observed that the sea was perfectly 
open and free from ice at the distance of twenty-^o mile* 
from the ship*. 

Atler an imprisonment of about ten montlis, by great 
eiertioDS the ships were got dear from the iae, and on the 
20th of July, 1825, upon the separation of the floe acrou 
the harbotir, towed oat to sea. Parry then made for the 
western shore of the Inlet, being deelroua of eiamininK 
the coa«t of Xorth Somerset for any channel that might 
occur, a probability which later diacoveriee in that quarter 
have proved to be without fbundation. On the 28th, when 
ireil in with the western elwre, the Stela, inspite of eveiy 
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eseriioti, was be»et by floating ice, and after breaking two 
lai^e ice anchors in cndeaTooriug to beave in shore, was 
obuged to gire np the efibrt and drift with the ice until 
the 30th. On the foUotrin? day, a heavy ^ole came on, 
in which the Hecla carried away three hawsers, while 
the Fmy w«a driTea on shore, but was hove off at hish 
water. Both riiipa were now drifted by the bodr of tJie 
ice down the Inlet, and t«ok the ground, tiie Furywma fo 
nipped and strained that she leaked a great deal, and lour 
pompa kept cooBtantly at work did not keep her dear of 
water. They were floated off at hi^h water, but, late on 
the 2nd of August, the huge Tuinnnn of ioe once more forced 
the Fury on shore, and the Secla narrowly escaped. Oa 
examining her and gettmg her off, it was found that sh» 
must be Dore down and repaired ; a basin was therefore 
formed for bar reception and completed by the 16th, s 
mile farther to the soathward, within three iceberg! 
grounded, where there were three or four fathoms of 
water. Into this batiii she was taken on ^e 18th, and her 
■tores and proriBions being removed, she was hove down, 
but a gale of wind comin;; on and destroying the masses 
of ice which sheltered her, it became necessary to re-em- 
bark the atores, &;., and once more put to sea; but the 
unfortunate Teasel had hardly got out of her harbour 
before, on the 21st, she was again driTen <« shore. After 
a careful surrey and examination, it was fonnd necessary 
to abandon her : Parry's opinion being thns expressed — 
" iBveiy endeavour of ours to get ber off, or if ^ot off, to 
float her to any known place of safety, would be at oDoe 
utterly hopeless in itself, and prodoctiTe of extreme risk to 

The losa of ^is ship, and the orowxled state ofiiM 
remBining- vessel, made it impossible to think of confinning 
the voyage for the purposes of discovery. 

" The incessant labour, the constant stalo of anxie^, 
and the frequent and imminent danger into which the snr- 
Tiving ship was thrown, in the attempts to save her com* 
tadc, which were continued for twenty-fire d^e, destroyed 
every reasonable expectation hitherto dienshed of ths 
ultimate aooomplishment of this oliject." 

Taking advantage of a northerly wind, on the 27th tlie 
Mecla stretched across the Inlet for the eaatem coast, 
meetiiig with little obstruction from Qia ice, and anchored 
in Neill's Harbour, a short distance to the southward of 
their winter quarters. Port Bowen, where the ship was 
got readv for croesing the Atlantic. 
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ing Butow'e Strut on tbe Irt of September, fbnnd it 
pmfectlj clear of ice. In Lancuter Sound a yary lar^ 
number of bergs were seen ; but they foond an open Ben 
in Baffin's Bay, till, on the 7tli of September, when in lati< 
tude 72° 30', they cametothemarguiof tlie ice, and soou 
entered a clear cWuel on ita eastern aide. From thirty 
to forty lareo icebergSi not leei than 200 ieet in height, 
were sighted. 
On ^e ; ' 

Bat one man died dnring thia Toyage — John l^age, a sea- 
man of the ^ry — who £ed of etntrvj, in NeiU's Harbonr, 
on the 29th of Angnat. 

Thia Tojage eamiot but be considered the most nnsucs- 
oeasful of^tfe three made bj Parry, whether as regards 
the information gleaned on the subject of a notth-ireBt 
passage or the extension of our store of Beographical or 
scientific knowledge. The shores of this ]jalet were more 
naked, barren, and desolate than even Melville Island. 
With the exception of some himdreds of white whales, 
seen sporting about the most southernmost part of the Inlet 
that waa visited, few other apecies of anJTnitlB were seen. 

" We Hare aoarcely," says Parry, " ever visited a ooaat 
on *which bo little of animal life occurs. For days to- 
gether only one or two seals, a single aea-honoi and now 
and tlien a flock of dnoka were seen." 

He still dings to the accomplishment of the great 
object of a north-west paBsoge. At page 181 of his official 
narratiTo, he says — 

" I feel confioent that the undertaking, if it be deemed 
advisable at any iiitnre time to pursue it, will one day or 
Other be accomplished; for — setting aside the accidents to 
irhieh, from their veiy nature, such attempts must be 
liable, as well as other nnfavonrable circumstances which 



within the reasonable limits of practioabihty. It may be 
tried often and fail, for several &vourabIe and fortunato 
circumstances must be combined for its accomplishment ; 
but 1 bebeve, nevertheless, that it will ultimately be 
accomplished." 

"I am much mistaken, indeed," he odds, "if the north- 
veit passage erer becomes the businesB of a single summeri 
nay, I beueve that nothing but a concurrence of very 
favonrable cirdunatances is likely ever to make a single 
fitter in the ice sufficient for ita acoompliahment. But 
there it no argoment against the poaaibility of final success : 
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tor we now know tliat A winter in the ice maj be pasaed 

not only in eafety bat in health Eind oomfort." 

S'ot one winter alone, but two and three hare been 
passed with health and safel; in these seaa, under a wise 
uid careful conunander. 

Fbaxxltit's SECom) ExvsDrnoir, 1826-26. 

tTiiDATrHTSD by the hardships and BufFcriiiEs he had 
eocoiuit^red in His prerions travels, with a noble spirit of 
aidoui and eutbusiaBm, Captain Franklin detennined to 
proaecute the chain of his former discoveries from the 
Coppermine river to the most western point of the 
Arctic re^ona. A sea ei^dition, under the command of 
Captain Beechej, was at the same time sent r6und Cape 
Horn to Eehring's Straits, to co-operate with Farrj iuid 
Frankbn, so as to furnish proriaiooa to the former, and 
a conveyance home to the latter. 

Captain Franldin's offer was therefore accepted by the 
government, and learing Liverpool in February, 1 8^, he 
arrived at Sew York abont the middle of Maroh. The 
officers under his orders were his old and tried companioni 
and fellow sufferers in the former journey — Dr. Kohard- 
son and Lieutenant Fack, with Mr. E. N. £eiidal, a mate 
in the navy, who had been out in the Oripa- with Capt. 
Lyon, and Mr. T. Drummond, a naturalist. Four boat^ 
specially prepared for the pnrposQS of the expedition, were 
tent out by the Hudson's Bay Comnany's ship. 

Li July, 1825, the party arrivea at Fort Chipewyan. 
Xt is unnecessary to go over the ground and follow tnem 
in their northern journey ; suffice it to say, they reached 
Great Bear Lake in saiety, and erected a winter dwelling 
on its western shore, to which the name of Fort Franklin 
wafi given. To Back and Mr. Dease, an officer in tlie 
HuilBon's Bay Company's service, were entrusted the 
arrnngementa for their winter quarters. 

From here a small party set out with Franklin down the 
Mackenzie to examine the stateof thePolar Sea. On the 
Btli of September they got back to their companions, and 
prepared to pass the long winter of seven or eight months. 

On the 2Sth of June, 1826, the season being sufficiently 
advanced, and all their preparations completed, the whole 
par ly eot away in four boats to descend the Mackenzie to 
the Polar Sea. "Where the river branches off into scver^ 
channels, the party separated on the Srd of July, Captain 
Franklin and Lieutenant Back, with two boats andfourteep 
men, having with them the faithful Esquimaux interprete 
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Anfjustos, who had been with them on the former oxpeA> 
tion, proceeded to the wettward, while Dr. Bicharaaon 
and Mr. Eendal in the other two boats, having ten men 
under their oommaDd, set out in an eaatcrly direction to 
Bearcli the Coppermine river. 

Franklin amred at the mouth of the Mackenzie on the 
7th of July, where he encountered a large tribe of fierce 
Bsquimaux, who pillaged hie boats, and it was onlj br 
great cantion, prudence, and forbearance, that the whol^ 
party were not maBsacred. ARer getting the boats afloat, 
and clear of these unpleasant visitors, Franklin pursued 
his survey, a most tedioua and difficult one, Tor more than 
s mouth ; he was only able to reach a point in latitude 
70f 24' TS. longitude 149" 37' W., to which Baok'a nauw 
wu gireu ; and here prudence obliged him to return, 
although, strangely enough, a boat from the BloMtoM wa» 
wattjuguot 160 miles west of hi« position to meet witii 
him. The extent of coast sorveyed was 374 milee. Th« 
return journey to Fort Franklin was safely accomplished, 
and they arrived at their house on the 21st of September, 
when they found Richardson and Eendal had returned oa 
the first of the month, having accomplished a voyage of 
about 600 milee, or 9C^ by uie coa«t line, between tha 
4th of July and the Bth of Anenat. Thejr had pnihed 
fbrward beyond tha strait named after tiieir boats th» 
]>olphin and Union. 

In afoending the Coppermine, they had to abandon 
their boats ana cany their provisions and ba^:afj;e. 

Having passed another wmter at Fort FrankUn, as wan 
aa the season broke up the Canidiana were dismissed, and 
tiiB party returned to Sngknd. 

The cold experienced in the last winter was intense, 
the Aermometer standing at one time at 68° below 
Eero, but having now plenty of food, a weaiher-Cichb 
dwelling, and good health, they passed it cheerfully. 
Dr. Eicbardson gave a course of lectures on practical 
geology, and Mr. Drummond fbmiahed information on 
natural history. During the winter, in a solitary hut on. 
the Bocky Mountains, he managed to collect 200 specimens 
of birds, animals, Ac., and more than IGCO of plants. 

When Captain Franklin left England to proceed on 
this expedition he had to undergo a severe struggle 
between the feelings of affection and a sense of duty. 
Bjs wife (he has been married twice) was then lying at 
the point of death, and indeed died the day after he left 
Enghmd. But with heroic fortitude she urged his dopw 
tnre at the Ter; day appointed, entreating faim, as h» 
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Tftlned her peace and bis own glory, not to delay a 
moment on ner account. His feelingB, therefore, may be 
inferred, but not described, when he bad to elevate on 
Garry Island a siik flag which she had made and given 
him AS a parting gift, with the instruction that he waa 
only to faoiat it on reaching the FoUr Sea. 

Bbechet's ToTiGE.— 1826-28. 

B:.M. sloop Sloiiom, 26, Captain F. W. Beecbey, sailed 
fiwm Spithead on the 19th of May, 1825, and ber inntnictionft 
directed ber, after snrreyiiig some of the islands in the 
Pacific, to be in Behrin^'t Straits by the summer or 
autumn of 1826, aai oontuigentlT in that of 1S27. 

It is foreign to my purpose nere to allnde to thoae 
parts of her voyage anterior to ber arriTal in the Straitx. 

On the S8th of Jane the Blottom came to an anchor off 
the town of Petropolowski, where she fell in with the 
Unsaian ship of war Modettg, nndac tha oommftnd of 
Baron Wrangel, so well known for hia enteipriae iit tlie 
haiardoos expedition by sledges orer the iee to tJte nortlk- 
wvd of Cope Shelatakoi, or Errinos. 

Captain Beecbey here found despatdies informing hint 
of the return of ^"77** expedition. Being benet by 
emrenta and oUier difflenltiea, it was not till the 5th of 
July Uiat the BUutom got clearof the kwbonr, and okU 
the best of her way to Kotzebne Sound, reaching tlw 
appomted rendesTons at Chamiso Islaml mi the 85th. 
After landing and botying a barrel of fionr i^on Puffin 
Bock, the most imirequented spot about ibe island, the 
Slottom occn;)ied the time in mrreying tod eXMnining- 
the neighbonring coasts to the north saaL On the 30th 
she toolc her departure irom the island, ereetang poats or 
land-maikt, and burying despatches at Cape Er^ensteni, 
near a cape which he named after FrKnklin, near Icy Cape. 

The ship returned to the rendezrotts on the evening of 
the 28tb of August. The barrel of floor had been dug . 
np, (uid appropriated by the natives. *' 

On the firat visit of one of these parties, th^ con- 
structed a chart of the coast upon the sand, of which, 
however, Captaiii Beechey at first took very little notioe. 
"^ey, howorer, renewed their labonr, and performed 
dieir work Tipon the sandy beach in a verv ingenious and 
intelligible manner. The coast line was first marked out 
with a stick, and the distances regulated by the day's 
journey. The hills and ranges of mountains were next 
shown by elevations Of land or atone, and the islands 
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itfld hy heaps of pebbles, their pnr 
ly attended to. Ah the work i 



e' 
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bjTBtanders occuiouaJly Bogeested alteratioiu, and Cap- 
tain Beeobey moved one of the Diomede laUnda, whim 
wai miaplaced. This wu at first objected to bj the 
hydrogrspber, but oae of the paxty recoUectine that the 
ialanda were seen ia one &om Cape Prince at Wales, 
confirmed its new position and made the mistake quite 
evident to the others, who were much surprised that 
Captain Beeohey shonid have any knowledge of the 
Babjeet. When the mountains and islands were erected, 
the villages and fishing- stations were marked by a number 
of sticks placed uprieht, in imitation of those which ar9 
~>ut np on the coast wherever these people fix their abode. 
Jn time, a complet* hrdrographical plan wa» drawn from 
Cape Derby to Cape Kmsenstem. 

This ingenuity and accuracy of description on the part 
of the Eequimaux is worthv ofputicnlar remark, and hut 
been verified by almost all toe Arctic e:nilorers. 

Hie barge which had been despatched to the eastward, 
nnder charge of Mr. Ehion, reached to lat. 71° 23' 31" If., 
vad lone. 156° 21' 30" W., when she was stopped by the 
ice whion was attached to the shore. The farthest toneue 
oi land they reached, was named Point Burow, and is 
about 126 miles north-east of Icy Cape, being only about 
ISO or 160 miles from ^Franklin's discoveries west of the 
Mackenzie river. 

Hie wind suddenly changing to south-west, the compact 
body of ice began to drift with the current to the uorUi- 
east at the rate of 3^ miles an hour, and Mr, Elson, findinff 
it difficult to avoid large floating masses of ioe, was obliged, 
to cometo an anchor to prevent being driven back. "Itwaa 
not long before he was so closelybese t in the ice, thatno dear 
water could be seen in an^ direction from the hills, and the 
icecontinning to pressacamat the Bhore,hia vessel was driren 
iipon the beu^, and there left upon her broadside in a 
most helpless condition ; and to add to his cheerless proa- 
peet, the disposition of the natives, whom he found to 
tncrease in numbers as he advanced to the northward, was 
of a very donbttul character. At Point Barrow, where 
they were very numerous, their overbeqfnng behaviour, 
and the thefts uey openly practised, left no doubt of what 
would be the fate of his little crew, in the event of their 
foiling into their power. They were in this dilemmft 
several days, during which every endeavour was made to 
extricate the vessel but without effect, and Mr. Elsou con> 
templat«d sinking her secretly in a lake that was near, to 
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prerent ]ier falling into the luuida of tho Esqnuiurai:, and 
then m itlnng his w&t alouft the coaat in a baidar, which he 
had no doabt he ahould be able to porcboae £rom the 
nativeB. At length, however, a change of wind loosened 
the ice, and after oonaiderable labour and trial, in which 
the peTional strength of the officerB was united to that of 
ihe seamen, Mr. Ebon, with his shipmatM, fortnnatfilj 
Bncceeded in effecting their escape. 

Captain Beechey was veij anxious to remain in Eotsebne 
Sound until the end of October, the period named in hia 
iuBtraetionB, but the rapid approach of winter, the danger 
of beins hxjked up, having only five weeks' provision! 
left, ana the neatest point at which he could replenish being 
some 2O0O miles distant, induced his officers to concur w^ 
him in the necessity of leaving at once. A barrel of flour 
and odier articles were buried on the sandy poii^ c£ 
ChamiBo, for Franklin, which it was hoped would escape 
the prying eyes of the natives. 

Ahet a cruise to California, the Sandwich Islands, Loo- 
choo, the Bonin Islands, &c., the Blo»*om returned to 
Chamiso Island on the Sth of July, 1827. They found 
the flour and despatches they had left ihe previous year 
unmolested. Lieut. Belcher was despatched m the barss 
to enilore the coast to the northward, and the ship lol- 
lowed her as soon as the wind permitted. On the 9th of 
September, when standing in for the northern shore of 
Kotsebne Sonnd, the ship drifting with the current took 
the ground on a sand-bank near Hotham Inlet, but the 
wind moderating, as the tide rose she went off the shoal 
ai^arently without injury. 

After this narrow escape ftraa shipwreck they beat up 
to Chamiso Island, which they reached on the 10th of 
September. Not finding the baige retomed as expected, 
the toast was scanneiC mid a signal of distreea found 
flvinr on the south-west point of Choris Peninsula, and 
a waving a white cloth to attract notice. On land- 



three of the men were also lost. 

Ou the 29th a collision took place with the natives, 
which resulted in three of the seamen and four of the 
marines being wounded by arrows, and one of the natives 
killed by the return Are. 

After leaving advices for Franklin as before, the Bloitom 
finally left Chamiso on the 6th of October. In a base and 
strong wind she ran between the land and a shoal, and a 
passage had to be forced through breakers at the immiuent 
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danger of llie Bbip'a BtnJdne'. The Stestom Haa made tte 
be«t of hec way Itome, reaching Englaod in Qie first week 
of October, 1828. 

Paxby'b Fopsth, ok Polas Votaqb, 1B27. 
Ik 1886, CapL Paiij, who had only retmaed from hia 
lost vorage in the close of the precedmf; fear, was nrooh. 
fltrm^by the anggeatioBS of Mr. Soores^, in a pu>ei zead 
hofan me WarBenan Society, in whioh ae ekshaed ont 
iL|dan fivreaokiDg the h?ghw latilrniifii of *^* Polar 6«a, 
north ot Sf^bargea. by totKDB ot tkdgd boats dtawa 
ovac the niuDDth ^da office which weie Ukonik to jireTail 
In Hioee regionB. CoL Beutbr, F.S.S^ had^aoanggeated 
this idaa aome yeaca raorioiuly. CotBiariiu- these with « . 
^milM' plan originally propoeed by Uapt. frankfiu, nn/i 
whidi was pl&ced in his oanda by Mr. Barrow, the Secre- 
tary of the Admiralty, Gapt. Parry laid his modified Tiewa 
«f the feaaibility of the project, end his wiliioeness to 
oudertake it, before Lord Melville, the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, who after oonsnltiDg with the Praaident and 
Council of the Boyal Society, wae pleaaed to sanction the 
«tt«mpt ; acooTdingly, his old ship, the Seela, was fitted 
ODt for the Torage to Spitebergen, ^ following offioeiB j^all 
of whom had been with Pan; bdiiov,) and new berug 
appointed to her : — 



Captain— W. E. Pany. 
liieoteiumts— J. C. Bms, Eienry Fofter, 
E. J. Bird. F. £. M. Crozier. 



Suigeon— C. J. Bereiriey. 

On the 4^ of Aptil, 1827, the outfit and preparationa 
baiag eompleted, tite Secla left the Kore tor the coast 
of Norway, touching at Hanunerfest, to enibark eight 
reindeer, and some moas (C^iont^ce rangiferiha) snfGcient 
for tbeir support, the consump&in being abont 4 lbs. per 
day, bnt they ean go without food aevernl d^s. A 
toemendona gale of^wii^ experienced off Haklovt'a 
Headland, and the qaantily of ice with which the ut^ 
waa in conaeqnence beset, detaiiied the royagers iat 
nearly a moDU, bnt on the 18th of June, a aonumrly wind 
disposing die ice, they dropped anchor in a core, am tiw 
northern coaat of Spitzbergen, iriueh sheared to ofier a 
Home hareu, and to whioa the name of the ship wH 
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^en. On the 20th, tke faoate. -n^ch had been HpeciBlly 
lirepared in Eugknd for thin kiiid of jonmej, were got out 
■oamadereadj, asiltheT left the ehipon the SSlnd of Jme. 
A deaoriptioii i^ tlieae beats may not here be out of plooe. 

The J were twenty feet long and aeren broad, flat floored, 
like fen? boats, BixaagtbenM and made elaHtio hj eheets 
of felt be^een the plankine;, corned witb waterproof 
caavaas. A nmoer sttatdted to each Bide of the ked, 
adapted them, for easy dnragbt on the iee after the mauoer 
of a sledge. Thej were also fitted with wheels, to be TisBd 
if deemed expedient and luefol. Two officers and twetre 
men were attvdiad to each boat, and they were named 
the Enterprite and the Endeavom: The weight of eaeh 
boat, inclading proriaiona and ereiy reqmBite, was abont 
' 37SO lbs. Lieate. Crozier and Foster were left on board, 
and C^t. Fairy took with liim in his boat Mr. Bereriey, 
Surgeon, while Lieut, (now Capt. Sir James) Bobs, and 
Xient. (now Commander) Bird, had charge of tiie other. 

The reindeer and t^ wheels were given np as nseless, 
owing to tberoQgh nature of the ice. PniriaionB for 71 days 
were taken — the daily allowanoe per man on the journey 
being 10 OES. biscoit, 9 ozs. pentmican, 1 oz. sweetened 
ooeoa powder (being enoogh to make a^t), and one gill 
of rlim ; bot scanty provision in auch a clunate for men em. 
ployed on severe labour ; three ounces of tobacco were 
iJao served oat to each per week. 

Ae fuel WW too bulky to transport, spirits of wine were 
consumed, wbioh answered all the pnrposes required, a pint 
twice a day being found sufficient to warm each veesd, 
when applud to an iron bcnler by a shallow lamp ynOx 
eavea wioks. After floating the boats for about eighty 
miles, they came to an unpleasant mixed surface of ice and 
wat«r, here their toilsome journey commenced, the boats 
Laving to be laden and unladen several times accord- 
ing as they eame to floes of ice or ianee of water, and they 
were drif^ to the southward by the ice at the rate of four 
or five milea a day. Parry fomd it more advantagMnu 
to travel by night, the snow being then harder, and the 
inoonvenienoe m snow blindness being avoided, while the 
party enjoyed gnaiet warmth during the period of rest^ 
and had better opportunities of diying tiieir clothes by 
the son. 

I cannot do better than quote Parry's graphic desmp- 
tion of this ntwel course of proceeding : — " Iravellmg by 
night, and sleeping by day, so eomfdetely inverted ttie 
natural order of thin^ that it was difficmt to persuade 
ootselyea f^ the reality. Even the offloen< andT itiyseir 
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who were «U fiimiBhed witii pocket chronometere, oould 
not always bear in mind at wnat part of the twenty-Foor 
, honrs we had arrived ; and there were aevaral of the men. 
who declai«d, and I believe tnily, that they never knew 
night from day daring the whohi ezcnnion. 

" When we rose in the evening, we commertced onr day ' 
by prajers, after which we took off our fiir sleeping- 
dreBsea and put on clothes for travelling; the former beioe 
mode of camlet lined with racoon Bkin, and the liitter ^ 
strong bine cloth. We made a point of alwajs patting on 
the same stocking and boots for travelling in, whedier 
they hnd been dried during the daj or not, and I believe 
it was only in five or ni instances at the moat that they 
were not either still wet or hard frozen. This indeed was 
of no conseqaettce, beyond the discomfort of first putting * 
them on in this state, as ther were sore to be thoroughly 
wet in a quarter of an nonr aiter commencing our 
journey; while, on the other hand, it was of vital 
importAuce to keep dry things for sleeping in. Being 
* rigged' for trarelung, we breakfasted upon warm cocoa 
and biscuit, and Bft«r stowing the things in the boats, and 
on the sledgea, so as to secure them as much as possible 
from wet, we set off on onr day's journey, and usually 
travelled fbur, five, or even six hoars, according to cir- 
cnmstanneB." 

In five days, notwithstanding their perseverance and 
eontinued journeys, they found, by obierrstion at noon, 
on the 30th, that they had only made eight miles of direct 
northing. 

At Walden Island, one of the Seven islands, and Little 
Table Mmid, reserve snpphes of proviaions were deposited 
to fall book upon in case of necessity. 

In halting early in the morning for the porposea of 
rest, the boats were hauled up on the largest piece of ice 
that offered the least chance of breakmg tiirongh, or 
of coming in contact Fill> other masses, the snow or wet 
was cleaned out and the sails rigged as awnings. " Every 
man then immediately put on dry stockings and fur 
boots, Bfi«r which we set about the neceBsory repairs of 
boats, sledges, or clothes, and after serving the provisions 
for the Bucceedin? day, we went to supper. Most of the 
officers and men then smoked their pipea, whi^ served to 
dry the boats and awnings very much, and uauiJly raised 
the l«mperatnre of our lodginge 10° or 15°. This part 
of the twenty-fbur hoars was often o time, and the only 
one, of real enjoyment to us ; the men told their storiesi 
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and fonght all tiieir battles o'er again, and the labowB of 
the day, imBncoeflBM aa they too often were, were for- 
gotten. A regular watch was tet during odt resting time 
b) look out for bears, or for the ice breaking up roimd 
ns, as well aa to attend to the drying of the clothes, each, 
man alt«niately taking this duty for one hoar. We then 
concluded our day with •prayers, and having put on onr 
for dreaaea, lay down to sleep with a degree of comfort 
irhich perhaps few persons would imagine possible under 
BQcb ciroumatanCBB, our chief inconvenience being, that 
we were somewhat pinched foi room, and therefore 
obliged to stow rather closer than was qnite agreeable." 

1^ close stowage may be imagined when it is remem- 
bered that thirteen persons had to sleep in a boat se 



■ feet broad. Aft«r sleeping about seven nours, thev were 
roused from their slumbers by the sound of a bugle from 
the cook and watchmen, which announced that their oocoa 



[loking hot, and invited them to breaktast. 

Their progress was of the most tedious and toilsome 
character, heavy showers of rain rendering the ice on many 
ocoBsiona a maes of " slush ;" on others there was from six 
toeighteeninchesof anowlyingonthesnrface. Frequently 
the crew hod to proceed on their hands and knees to 
86cnre a footing, and on one occasion they made such a 
anail-like progress that in two hours they only accom- 
plished 160 yurda. On the 12th of July Uiey had reaehed 
tiie latitude of 82° 14' 28". After five hours' unceasing 
bbour on the 14th, the progress was but a mile and a half 
due north, though from three to four milea had been 
traveTsed, and ten at least walked, having made three 
journeys a great part of the way ; launched and hauled 
up the boats four times, and drt^ged them over twenty- 
five separate pieces of ice. On the ISth, after eleven 
houTB of actual labour, requiring for the most part the 
exertion of the whole strength of the party, they had 
travelled over a space not exceeding four mileB, of which 
only two were made good. 

But on halting on the morning of the SOth, having 
by his reckoning accomplished six and a half milei 
in a IfJS.W. direction, the distance traversed being ten 
miles and a half. Parry found to his mortification from 
observation at noon, that they were not_five miles to the 
northn-aid of their place at noon on the 17th, although 
they bad certainly travelled twelve miles in that direction 
nnce then. 

On the 21st a floe of ice on which they had lodged the 
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boats and riedgee, broke with their weight, and aS went 
through with mvctbI of tha new, who widk the sledgM 
ware pcovidentiailj Bared. 

On the 333rd the ^rthsst nortJierlj point vaa reached, 
which was about 83° 4&. 

At noon on the 36tb, the weather being dear, tbe 
meridian altitude of the Bnn irvf obtained, " by which," 
wyii Parry, " we found oursolTeB in latitode 82° 4ff 23". 
so that Bimie oof laeli obaerration (at midnight on the 
23nd) we had ]o8t by drift no lesi thsi thirteen and a h^ 
miles, for w« were now iDore than three miles to the 
southward of that obBerration, though we had certainly 
trarelled between ten and eleven due north in thiB 
interval ! Again, we were but one Toile to the oerQi <yC 
oar place at noon on the Slat, th<nigh we had eatineited 
oar dietanoe made good at twentfthree miles." After 
enooimteriiig erery species of &tigae and difthearteniiig 
obstacles, in> peril of their lives almost every boor. Parry 
now became convinced that it was hopeless to pnrsae &0 
journey any fbrthei-, aad he could not even reach the 
eighty-third ptvaUel ; for after thirty-five days of e^- 
tinnoDB Bud siost fatiguing drudgery, vritii half theii 
Tesourcea expended, and the middle of the season anived, 
ha found that the diBtaace gained in their laborioue 
travelling wbb Imt b^ the drift and set of Ike iee with the 
sovtherlj cnrrent, during the period of last. Aiter 
idantmg their ensigiiB and pennanta on the ^tlv and 
niiilriTig it a day of rest, coi the 37th the return to the 
Bonthwird was commenced. Nothing porticBlaF oecnrred. 
Jiieatecant Boss managed to Ining dowB with his gm a 
fat she beaf, which c*me to have a locjc at the boats, and 
after gcrmwidiging on its fleih, an excels which may be 
esoused considning it was the first htA meat thej had 
tasted for many a day, some symptoms of indigestieii 
manifested theniselves among the party. 

On the outward joumey van' httle of aalimal lifo 

waB seen. A passing gall, a soutazy rotge, two seals, 

and a. couple of flies, were all that thair eager eyes coald 

detect. But ou their return these beetmte more numerous. 

On the 8th of Angnet seven or oieht narwhals were Been, 

>>»d not less than 200 rotges, a nock of these little birds 

■ig in every hole of water. On the 11th, in latitnde 

the sea was fonnd crowded with Bhrimps and 

a insects, on which munerous birds were feeding. 

day they took their last meal on the iee, beinc 

is distant from Table Island, having accomplished 

a days what had taken them thirty-tiiree to effect 
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Aia ulaad. Ihe bears had wa&ed <^ with the relay of 
bread which hod been deposited there. To sn iri«t Ijmg 
off Tsble Islsod, and tile most Dorthem known IukI 
upon the ^obe. Parry gwe the name of BoBs, for "no 
iadLvidml," he observes, " coold hare exerted himMlf 
more ttreBuoady to rob it of this distinction." 

Putting to tea again, a abwia obliged the boats to btax 
-op for Walden Island. "Everythii^ beloi^ring to ns 
^EtjB Captain Parry) was now comidetdy drenohett by th» 
spray and Boow ; we had be«i fiity-eiz hojOB without rest, 
and forty-eight at wo^ in the b«ata, so that by the tim» 
they were nnlooded we had barely strength 1^ to hanl 
t!h«m np on the- rocks. However, bv dint of great eser< 
tion, w» numi^cd to get the boats Move the nof ; after 
which s hot mpper, a biasing: ^^ of drift wood, and » 
fiiw honrs quiet mt, restixed as." 

The^ finally cwched the ship oB the 21st ef Angnit, 
after uxty-one days' abunea. 

" The distance tEBrerwd duing this ^ennnoik wu SW 
geographioal nulas ; bat allowing fin: Hie times we had to 
rctom £>r oar ba^gsge dnring the greater part ot &» 
jonmey orer the ica, we estimated om- aetnal travellinif 
at 978 geogr^hieal, or 1127 statute mike. Conaid»ing 
Onr coiwtant ezposnve to wet, eold, and &tigne^ ear 
stookinea having gensrally been drenched in snow-water 
for twdvo honra out of every twenJy-feir, I had great 
season to be thanVAil for the escellest health in wluch, 
spon the whole, we reached the ship. There is little 
doubt that we hod all beeome in a certtan degree gradually 
weaiier for seme time past; hut only three men of ooF 
party now reqnirsd medical eare — two of them with boifiy 
swelled legs and general debility, and the other from a 
bmiee, but even titese three ratnnied to their dtity in a 
short time." 

In a letter from Sir W. E. Fury to Sir John ^row, 
dated November 26, 1S45, he thus saggest« some improre. 
B^nts on his old plan of proceedings : — 

" It is evident (he says} that the canses of failnie in oar 
former attempt, in the year 1827, were principally two : 
frst, and chiefly, the broken, iwged, and soft state of tha 
ice over which we traveiied ; and secondly, tha drifting ot 
tie whole body of ice in a southerly (Erection. 

" My amended plan ia, to go oat witb a single ship to 
Spitzbergen, just as we did in the Stela, but net so early 
in the season ; the object for that year being merely tJ 
find aeesre winter qoartMs as fiw nortii aa posuble. fa 
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this porpoae it would only be necessaiy to resoh Haklayf t- 
Eeadl&nd by die end of June, which would afiord am^o 
leiauie for exanuning the more northern landa, eapecuulj 
about the Seven Islands, where, in allprobabili^, a secure 
nook might be foimd for the ship, and a Btattin^ poiat for 
the proposed expedition, Bome forl^ or fifty miles m advance 
of me point miere the Seela waa before laid up. The 
winter might be usefully employed in varioua prejiarationa 
for the joumej, as well as in magnetic, astronomical, and 
meteorological observations, of high interest in that latk> 
tude. I propose that the expedition should leave the sh^ 
in the course of the month of April, when the ice wonla 
present one hard and unbroken surface, over which, as I 
oonfidentlv beheve, it would not be difficnlt to make good 
tjiirty miles per day, without any exposure to wet, aJtA 
probably without snow blindness. At this seaeon, too, 
the ice would probably be stationairy, and thus the two 
great difficulties which wa formerly had to encounter 
would be entirely obviated. It might form a part of th» 
plan to push out supplies previou^y, to the distance of 
100 miles, to be taken up on the way, so as to commenoe 
the jonmey oomparatively light; and as the intention 
woi^d be to complete the enterprise in the course of tho 
month of May, before any disruption of the ioe, or any 
material soflening of the surface had taken place, similar 
supplies might be sent out to the same distance, to meet 
the party on their return." 

The late Sir John Barrow, in his last work, commenting 

on this, says, " With all deference to so distinguished a 

sea-offioer, in possession of so much experience as Sir 

Edward Parry, there are others who express dislike of 

such a plan ; and it is not improbable that many will be 

disposed to come to the conclusion, that so long as tho 

Greenland Seas are hampered with ice, bo long as floes, 

and hummocks, and heavy masses, continue to be formed, 

BO long as a determined southerly current prevails, so long 

will any attempt to carry out the plan in question, in like 

manner fail. So laborious drudeery will ever be able to 

conc[uer the opposii^ profress of the ourrent and the ice. 

Besides, it can hardly be doubted, this gallant officer will 

admit, on further consideration, that this unusual kind of 

disgusting and unseamimlike labour, is not precisely such 

'' would be relished by the men ; and it may be s^d, is- 

exactly fitted for a British man-of-war's-man i more- 

that it required his own all-powerful example to 

it even tolerable." Sir •Tohn therefore suggested 

lewhftt different plan. He Teoommeuded tE^ tw» 
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small shipB ehonld be Best in the earlj epring along the 
western cOBst of Spitabei^n, where nsnJiUy no impedi- 
ment eDBto, aa for up as 80°. They BhoTild take every oppor- 
timity of proceeding directly to the north, wherein about 
82° Pany has told qb the large floes had disappeared, and 
the sea was found to be loaded only with loose, discon- 
nect«d, smaU masBeB of ice, through which shipB would 
find no difficulty in sailing, though totally unfit for boats 
dragging ; and as this loose ice was driftiSK to tlie south- 
ward, he fiirther says, that before the midtCe of Auenst a 
■hip might hare sailed up to the latitude of 82°, dmost 
wiUiout touching a piece of ice. It is not then unreBBon- 
able to expect t^t beyond that parallel, even as far as the 
Pole itself, the sea would be free of ice, during the six 
aommer montha of perpatn&l sun, throat^ ea^ of the 
twen^-four hoars ; which, with die aid of the current^ 
would, in all probabihty, destroy and dissipate tlie Polar 
ice. 

The distance from Hakluyt's Headland to tiie Pole— is 
600 geographical miles. Grantmg the ships to make on^ 
twenty miles in twenty-four hours, (on the supposition of 
touch saUing ice to go throneh,) even in that case it would 
require but a month to enable tiia explorer to put his foot 
on the piTot or point of the axis on which the globe of the 
earth tuma, remain there a month, if neceaaary, to obtain 
the Bougbt-for information, and then, with a soutlierly cur- 
rent, a fortnight, probably less, would bring him back to 
Spitsbergen, — Sarrom't Voyages tifDUeovery, p. 316. 

In a notice in the Quarterlif Seview of this, one of Uie 
moat aingalar and perilous jonmeyB of ita kind ever under- 
taken, except perhaps t^t of Baron Wrangell upon a 
similar enterpnse to the nortliward of Behring's Straits, it 
is obaerred, — " Let but any one conceive for a moment 
the situation of two open boats, laden with seventy days' 
provisions and clothing for twenty-eiglit men, in the midst 
of a sea covered nearly with detached masses and floes of 
ice, over which these boats were to be dragged, sometimes 
up one aide of a rugged mass, and down the other, some- 
tones acroaa the lanea of water that separate them, fre- 
quently over a aurface covered with deep anow, or throtwh 
pools or water. Let him bear in mind, that the men had htue 
or no chance of any other supply of provisiona than that 
which they carried with them, i»lculated aa just sufficient 
to svatain life, and consider what their sitoaldon would 
have beeiT in liie event, by no meana an improbable one, 
of losine any part of their scanty stock. Let any one tor 
to imagine to himself a situation of itiia kind, sad he will 
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still kx'e but a feint ide& of the esertions wUclt the nMft 
ander Ct^. Pmtj had to make, and the mfieringa and 
pnTBiionB iitej had tA imdei^." 

Capt. Party having thus oomp^ted his fifth voynge into 
th« Arctic regitma, in ibvr of which he commaDded, and 
VBS »eio<ind in the other, it may here be demraMe to give 
a recapitaUtioii of hia Berricea- 

In 1818 he was appointed Lientenant, commanding the 
Alexander, hired ship, ae secmid officer with his onde. 
Commander John Soiw. In 1S19, still as Zientenant, he 
vas appointed to command the Meela, and to take oharg* 
of the second Arctic expedition, on which serrioe he wss 
ratpl(^«d two jears. Cht the 14th of November, 1820, he 
me promoted to the rank of Commoucier. 

On the 19th of Dect«bep, 1820, the Bedfordean Gold 
Medal of the Bath and West of £^Iand Society for the 
Encoura^ment of Arts, Mann&ctnres, and Commerce, 
WM unanimouBly voted to him. On the 30th of December 
of that year, he was appwited to the Fur^, with orders to 
take oommami of the expedition to the Aretie Set With 
the sum of SOO guineas sabscribed for the purpoee, " the 
Eicplorer of the Polar Sea " was afterwards presented 
with a ■ilre)' Taae, hi^y embeUiahed with devices emble- 
matic of the Arctic voyages. And on the 24th of March, 
1821, the city of Sath preaented its freedom to Captain 
Pany, in a box: of oak hi^ily and appropriately orna- 
mented. On the 8th of November, 1821, he obtained his 
post-csptain's rank. On the 22nd of November, 1823, he 
waa preaented with tie &eedom of the city of "Wincheater ; 
sad, on the 1st of December, was appointed acting- 
hydrographer to the Admiralty in the place of Capt. Hind, 
deceased. In 1824 he waa appointed to the Beela, to 
proceed on another exploring voyage. 

On the aSnd of November, 1835, Capt. Parry was for- 
mally ^pMnted hjdrognLpher to the Admiralty, which 
office he eontinned to hold iintil the lOtb of November, 
1826. 

In December, 1826, he was voted the freedom of the 
borough of Lynn, in testimonjr of the high sense enter- 
traned by the corporation of bis mentodoos and Niter* 
prising ctmdoct. • 

In April, 1837, he once more took the command of his 
old ship, the Secla, &x another voyage of discovery 
towards the North Pole. On his return in i^ dose of 
'iie year, having paid off the Secla at DeptfSrd, he re- 
nimed on the 2na of November hia dutiea as hydrography 
n the Adniir^tr< which office h« held acMl the 13ui of 



IB naiffued in txtoar of tjie ^eaeut Adminl Bewi- 
ad, obtaining peimisnoit from tha Adminl^, pro- 
1 to Sow Sm^ Wales aa Swident Commuaioiur 
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Mar, i£S», Hanog iMUTed the honour o£ Icnii^L&oodt 
be men leaifftted in &vow of tiw ^eaeut Adminl B- — 
Ibrt, and 
eeeded t_ .. . 

to the AoBtraliaa Axrioultoral Cooipaa^, tddng ebaige 
«f t^ii Teceatly aoqoired lange tairitoi? ib the neif;Uioti>> 
hood of Port StepEeiu He Fetnraed from Anitealu in 
1834. From (ha 7th of Macch, 1835, to tbe 3rd of Feb- 
nury, 1S36, he acted » Poor Laiw CoinntiaikiiiCT in Ifor- 
folk. fiarlj ia 1837, ho was appointed to o 
Mail Paoket Serriee tiien tnosbned to the 
and aftemtu^, in April, waa appoii^ed Comptroller of 
Steam UachinBrr to die Naiy, whidt offiee he ooatiiiaed 
to hold up to December, 1846. FitmL ifaat pniod to 
the present tisie he haa filled the poet of Captain Snperin- 
ten^t of the Soyal Semi Hoapit^ at Kagiar. 

Captain Joh^t Boss's Sbcohd Totaox, 18S9-33. 

In the year 1829, Capt. Sow, tlte pioneer of Arotio ezphra- 
tion in tlie 10th centoiy, being' auxioas onoe more to diapla; 
his Zealand enterprise aewellaa to retrieve hisDaotical repu- 
tation irom tltoae nnibrtunata bhinden aadmiatakes which 
had attached to hia first yojiga, and thus vemore th« 
cloud which had for nesrl; ten years hung orer bia pro- 
feesioual ohafa^ter, endeavoured wiLuout elect to inonca 
the GoTermnent to send bim out to the Polar Seaa in 
charge of another expedition. The Board of Admiraltv of 
that day, in the spirit of retrenchronnt which perraded tneir 
conncils, were, bowever, not disposed to recommend any 
further grant for research, even the Board of Looffitnde 
was aboEsbed, and the boon of 20,000i. offered by Act rf 
Pailiament for the promotion of Arctic diaeovery, also 
withdrawn by a repeal of tbe act. 

Captain Boaa, however, undaunted by the -tiiiling ii^lif- 
ference thus muiifested towanJa- his proposals by ue Ad- 
miralty, atiU persevered, having derot«d 300M. out of 
bis own fimda towards tbe proaecntion of the object 
he bad in view. He was fortunate enough to meet widl 
a public-spirited and afQuent coadjutor and supportM 
in the late Sir Felix Booth, the eminent distiller, and 
that gentleman nobly contribated 17,000/. towaeda th« 
expenses. Captain Soss thereupon set to work, uid 
purchased a small laveipool steamer named the Vieiory, 
whose tonnage be increased to 150 tons, ^e was pro- 
visioned for uree years. C^t. Boas chose iac his eeoond 
ia command his nephewi Commander Jaaua Boee, who had 
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been wiili him on hia first Aretie expedition, and had Biib- 
seqaenUr aeoompamed FarrT' in all his Toyagee. The 
other omcenof t£e resBel were — Mr. Wm. Thorn, pnraer; 
Mr. George M1>iarmid, Burgeon; Thomas Blankj, Thoe. 
Ahemethj, and Q«orge Taylor, as Ist, 2nd, and 3rd mates; 
Alexander Brunton and AlUn Macinnes as lat and 2ad 
en^eers ; and nineteen petty officers and seamen ; malriTig 
a complement in all of 28 men. 

The Admiraltv fnraithed towards the ■pwrpOMi of the 
expedition a decKcd boat of eiiteen tons, oalled the Krtt- 
tenatam, and two boats which had been naed by Franklin, 
with a stock of books and instrimienta. 

The TBBsel being reported ready for sea was visited and 
examined by the late King of the French, the Lc^ds of 
the Admiruty, and other parties taking aa interest in the 
expedition, and set sail from Woolwich on the 23rd of 
May, 1829. For all practical purposeB the steam machinery, 
on which the oommander had greatly relied, was found 
on trial utterly useless. 

Having received mach damage to her spars, in a severe 
gale, the ship put in to the Danish settlement of Holstein- 
berg, on the Greenland coast, to refit, and sailed again to the 
northward on the 26th of Jane. They found a clear sea, 
and even in the middle of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's 
Strait perceived no traces of ice or snow, except what ap- 

? tared on the loi^ summits of some of the monntuns. 
he thermometer stood at 40°, and the weather was so 
mild that the officers dined in the cabin without a fire, 
with the skylight partially open. On the 10th of Auirost 
they passed Ca^e York, and thence crossed over into Be- 
gent Inlet, makmg the western coast between Sepptngs' 
and Elwin Bay on the 16fh. 

They here fell in with those formidable Btreams, 
packs, and floating bergs of ice which had offered 
snch obstructions to Parry's ships. From their proxi- 
mi^ to the magnetic pole, their compasses became 
nseleas as thev proceeded southward. On the 18th 
they readied tne spot where (Jie Ftiry was abandoned, 
bnt no remnants or the vessel were to be seen. All 
her sails, stores, and proriaions, on land, were, however, 
found ; the hermetically-aealed tin canisters having kept 
the provisions from the attacks of bears ; and the floor, 
bread, wine, spirits, sugar, tie., proved as good, after 
being here four years, as on the first day they were 
packed. This store formed a very seasonable addition, 
which was flreely made available, and after increasing their 
stock to two years and ten months' aupplyi they aoU left 
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sltuvsqusntitf for the wants of any Aittire explorers. On 
the ISth, crossing Creaswell Bay, they reached C^;a 
Garry, the fartheat point which had been Been by Parry. 
They were here mncli inconreiiienced nnd delayed by fogs 
«nd fl.oating ice. While mountains of ice were toiBine 
aroond them on every side, they were often forced to seek 
eai^ly by moorinK themselves to these formidable masses, 
and drifting with them, sometimes forward, sometimes 
backward. In this manner on one occasion no less than 
nineteen miles were lost in a few hours ; at other times 
.they ondrawent frequent and severe shoeks, yet ese^ied 
any seriouH damage. 

Captain Boss luavs a hvely iHctnre of irikat a vessel en- 
-dures in sailing among these moving hills- Sereminde 
the reader that ice is stone, as eohd as if it were granite ; 
and he bids him " imagine these mountains hurled through 
4 narrow strait by a rapid tide, meeting with the noise of 
thunder, breaking from each other's precipices huge frag- 
ments, or rending each other asunder, till, losing tiieir 
'former equilibrium, they fall over headlons, lilting the sea 
around in breakers, and whirling it in eddies. There is 
not a moment in which it can be conjectured what will 
happen in the next ; there is not one which may not be 
the last. The attention is troubled to £z on anything 
amid snch concision ; still must it be alive, that it may 



there is nothing to be acted, — no effort to he made, — hfi 
must be patient, as if he were unconcerned or carelest, 
waiting, as he best can, for the &te, be it what it may, 
which ne cannot influence or avoid." 

Proceeding southward. Boss found Brentford Bay, about 
thirty miles beyond Cape Garry, to be of considerable 
«xt«nt, with some fine harbours. Landing here, the 
British colours were nninrled, and the ooast, named after 
the promoter of the eipedition, was taken poBseesion of in 
the name of the king. Extensive and commodious har- 
bours, named Porto Logan, Elisabeth, and EcUpse, were 
discovered, and a laree bay, which was called Mary Jones 
Bay. By the end oi September, the ship had esamined 
SOO miles of undiscovered coast. The wmter now set in 
with severity, huge masses of ice began to close around 
liiem, the diermometer sank many degrees below freezing 
point, and snow fell very thick. By sawing through the 
lee, the vessel was got into a secure position to pass the 
winter, in a station which is now named on the maps Feiix 
Harbour. The maohineiy of the stesm-engine was done 
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away with, the TesHel hoosed, and erery meMure that could 
&id to the oomfort of tike crew ado^d. Ther had sbnii- 
^uKoe of fuel, and protinoiie that might easily De extended 
to three yeim. 

On the 9th of JaBoarj, 1831, they were risited by s 
large tribe of Baqniinaiiz, who were better dressed and 
cleaner than, those more to tbe northward. They dis- 
played an intimate aoqnfliirtgnce with the sitaatton and 
bearing* (rf the coaotry over wMdi tiiey had tEWelled, 
and two of them drew a very feir Aetch of the nei^h- 
bonring coasts, wil^ vhieh they ware fmnillftr ; Qaa 
was revised and corrected by a learned lady named 
Teriksia, — the femdes seeming, from this and former ia- 
Btances, to have adear knowledge of the hydrofraph;faiid 
geegraphy of the contmrait, bays, stnuts, «id nven 
which they had once tmiverBed. 

On the 5th of April. Comnuuider Boss, with Mr. Mas^, 
i^e chief mate, and tiro Esqnimaia gWM, aet ont to ex- 
plore a strait which was reported as lying to tiie westward, 
and which it whb hoped might lead to tha western sea. 
Aft«r a tedions and ardnons journey, thev arrived, on the 
ihird dav, at a hay facing to the westward, and discovered, 
farther inland, an extensive lake, called b^ the natives 
V ie-tyel-le, wheitoe a broad river flowed mto the b^. 
Their gnides infiarmed them, however, liiere was no 
prospect of a water commmuoation south of their present 
position. Capt. Boss t^en towed the eoast fifty or sixty 
miles fiirtber south. 

Sever^ ionmeys ware abomade bv Commander Soaa, 
lacFtJi inlaoa and along the bays and imeta. On the 1st of 
May, from the t^p of a high hill, he observed a large inlet 
whidi seemed to lead to the western sea. In order to 
natisfr' himself on this point, he eet out again on the 17th 
of Mtrf , with provisions for tlo'ee weeks, eight dogs, and 
three compuiioiw. Having crossed the ^eat mid<ue lake 
of -the istlimus, he rsaohed his foa-mer station, and thence 
traced an inlet wUoh was foond to be the month of a 
river named by than Garry. From the high hiU they 
observed a chain of lakes leadine almost to Thorn's Say, 
iiie WvAory't station in Felix Harbour. Froeeeding north- 
west along the coast, they crossed i^ frozen snrfeoe of 
the strait which has since been named after Sir James 
Boss, and came to a large island which was called Hattys 
keeping along its northern shore, and passing over a 
narrow strait, whioh they named after Wdlinglon, they 
found tbemaelvea en wihat was ccmsidened to be the main- 
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isai, but which, the mare recent disoovenes of Simpeon hare 
Hliown to be anialand, and whioh now bears the name oiSJug 
William's Land. Still journeying onward, with difficulties 
oontinoaily increasiKg, from nenTy toil and severe prisa- 
tioD, the dogs became exhansted with fatigue, and a burden 
tsUier tjian an aid to the travellers. 

One of tlieir greatest embarrafiBmeiktv was bow to dii- 
Idnguid between land and sea. " W!hen all is ioe, asd all 
one daaating maas of white — wben the snriace of tlie a«C. 
itself is toesed np and £xed into rocka, while the land is on 
the contrary very often flat, it is not always so easy a 
problem i« it mi^t seran on a anpffl^dal riew, to deter- 
mine a fact which tfipeafs in words to be ertremely 
simple." Altiioiigli their jnxi™i(»ia began to fall sbort; and 
the party were neatly worn ont, Cominander Boss was most 
deiiroos of making as much western diaeovery as poasible ; 
therefore, depoaituig erraythiBg that could be dispensed 
with, he pusihed on, on the 2Bth, viih only four days' pio- 
TisioDS, and reached Cape FeHs, 1^ most northern 
point of this island, on the foUowiuf day. The coast here 
took a eontli-weet direction, and l£ere was an uabounded 
expanse of ocean in view. The next morning, after bavisf 
travelled twenty miles farther, they reached a point, which 
Bmb called Pomt Yictorj, eiCnated in lat. 64° 46' 1»" long. 
98° 32' 49", while to the mft<:t distant one in view, estimatod, 
to be in long. 99° 17' 68", he gave Hie name of Cape 
Fi'anklin. However loalii to tnm back, yet prudence com^ 
peiled them tA do «o, for aa tbev had only ten days' Acat 
allowance of food, and moi^ tntra 200 miles to traverse, 
tiiBre mold not be a roooeit'B hesitation in adopting thn 
step. A higb cairn of stones waa erected brfore leaving, 
in which was deposited a narrative of their proceedings. 

The party endnred much fatigne and sunenng on their 
return journey; ofliie e^ht dogs only two snrvived, and the 
travellers in a moat eibansted state arrived in ttte neigh- 
bourhood of tie laree lakes on the 8th of Jane, wbere 
'■iey fdrtttnately fell in with a tribe of natives, who 
received them LoapitaUy, and supplied tJiem plentJiully 
villi fish, so that after a day's rest they resumed tlteir 
journey, and reaahed the ship on the I3th. Capt. Soes in 
tie meanwhile had made a partial sarvey of the Istbmnit 
and discovered anotia large lako, whicb ho named after 
tadv Melville. 

Aftra' elevea montlts' imprisonment, tbeir little sh^ 
raiie mere floated buoyant on 1^ waves, having bees 
idoaaed ftum liei ley bairier on &e 17ti of Septembw, 
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but for the next tev d«Ti made but little _progreu, i*%f 
beaten about among the icebergs, aod driven hither eod 
thither bj (he correnti. 

A change in the weather, however, took place, and on 
tine 33rd ta^ were once more frozen in, the sea in a \reek 
yter exhibiting one clear onhn^ea suriace. All October 
was pasaed in catting through the ice into a more secure 
locahty, and another dreary winter having set in, it becsmfl 
necessary to reduce the allowance of provisions. Thia 
winter was one of nnparalleled severity, the thermometer 
falling 9^ below freezing point. During the ensuing 
spring a, varie^ of exploratory ioumeys were conied on, 
and in one of these Commander Boss succeeded in jdanting 
the British flag on the North Magnetic Pole. The position 
which had been usually assigned to this interesting spot 
by the learned of Europe, was lat. 70° K., and long. 98° 
■Sff W. ; but Boss, by careful observations, determined it 
to he in lat. 70° 5' l?"*' N., and long. 96° 46' 46" W., to tha 
southward of Cape fiikohu, on the western shore of 
Bootiiia. But it has since been found that the centre of 
magnetio intensity is a moveable point revolving witliill 
the irigid zone. 

" The place of the observatory," Boss reTnarks, "waa 
as near to the magnetio pole as the limited meuu which I 
.poMessed enabled me to determine. The amount of the 
dip, as indicated by my dipping-needle, was 89° 59', being 
thus within one minute of the vertical ; while the proz- 
imity at least of this pole, if not its actual existence where 
we stood, was Airther confirmed by the action, or ratber 
by the total inaction, of the several norizontal needles then 
in my possession." 

Parry's observations placed it eleven rainntes distant 
only from the site determined by Boas. 

'As aooD," continues Boss, "as Ihad satisfied my own 
mind on the subject, I made known to the party this 
gratifying result of all our joint labours ; and it was then 
uiat, amidst mutual congratulations, we fixed the Britisli 
fla^ on the spot, and took possession of the Iforth Mag- 
netic Pole and its adjoining territory in the name of Great 
Britain and Sing Wilham IV. We had abondance of 
materials for building in the fragments of limestone that 
covered the beach, and we therefore erected a cairn, of 
some magnitode, under which we buried a canister con* 
tainiag a record of the interesting fact, only regretting 
that we had not the means of constructing a pyramid 
of mere importance, and of strength sufficient to with- 
stand the aesanlta of time and of the Eaqoimaux. Had 
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it been a pTntniid tm hage u timt of Cheope, I am not 
quite sate that it would uve done more tluui iatiflfy OUT 
ambition under the feelinKs of that exciting day." 

On tbe 28tb of Aajrufit, 1831, they contrived to wup 
thr Ticlory ont into uie open sea, and made lail on the 
Allowing momin?, bat were soon be«et irith ice as on the 
forme)* occasion, beine once more completely frocen in 
1^ the 27tli of September. 

On the prerions occasion their nariffation had been 
tbree miles; Ibis ^ear it extended to ibnT. This pro- 
tracted detmtion in the ice made their present position 
one of great danger and peril. As there seemed no pro- 
spect of extricating their Tesael, the reaoluldon was come to 
ot abandoning her, and making the best of their waj up 
the inlet to Fniy Beach, there to avail themBelreg of the 
boats, provisions, and stores, which wonid assist them in 
reaching Davis Struts, where thaj might expect to fall in 
Tith one of the whale ships. 

On the 23rd of Apiil, 1893, having collected &U that 
was nseM and necessary, the expedition set out, drag- 
ging their provisions and boats over a vast expanse of 
mgged ice. " The loads being too heavy to be carried at 
once, made it necessary to go backward and forward twice, 
and even oftener, the same day. They had to encounter 
dreadfbl tes)3>egts o! snow and drift, and to make several cir> 
enitsinordertoavoid impassable barriers. The general result 
WM, that by the 12th of May they had trsTelled 329 miles 
to gain Ibirty in a direct line, baving in this labour ex- 

Knded a month." After this prelimin^ movement, they 
de a farewell to their little vessel, naibng her coionrs to 
the mast. Capt. Soss describes himself as deeply affected; 
this being the first vessel he had been obliged to abandon 
of thirty-six in which he had served daring the course of 
forty-two years. On the 9ih of Juno, Commander Eoss 
and two others, with a fortnight's prorisions, left the 
main body, who were more heavily loaded, to ascertain the 
state of t&e boats and sopplies at Fury Beach. Betuming 
they met their comrades on the 26th of June, re* 
porting that they had found three of the boats washed . 
away, bnc enough still left for their purpose, and all 
the prorisions were in good condition. The remainder 
of the journey was accom^ished by the whole party in a 
week, and on the Ist of July they reared a canvas man- 
sion, te which they gave the name of Somerset House, and 
enjoyed a heartr tneaL 

By the 1st of Augnat the boats were rendered service- 
sble, and a considerable extent of open sea being visible. 
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Huf Mt out, and after nuu^ bo&tinf moHg the Me in 
tlifiir frail ahallopi, reached th» moaQi of uie inlet hf 
the end of AiigHat. After seTesd finitfeaa adiempts to- 
ran along Barrow's Strait, tb.a obatraetioiiB of the ke 
oUiged iSam to haul the boati on shore, and |at^ titeir 
tenta. Banow's Strait waa ibnad, &ean repeated aurrejv, 
to be one impenetrable mtwe of ke. Aiter lingering here 
till the third week in September, it was onaBdniouslT agreed 
that their only reaoBrceiraa to iallbaekagaia on tfis stores 
at Fniy Beach, and there ap^id their fourth winter. Thfsy 
were onlj able to get half the dietanee in th« boats, 
which were hauled on diora in Battf Baj on the 21th of 
September, and the rest of thear joteaasy contmtMd on foot, 
the prorisioDe being dragged oa aledges. On the 7th of 
October they mim mote reached their hcma at the acMia 
of the wreck. Thej now ntanaKed to shelter tbnr canvas 
t«nt hj a wall of snow, and, set^ngnp an estrastove, nude- 
theme'elres tolerably comfortalde tmtil the inereaau^ 
severity of the winter, and- the rigo*r of the eeld, added to 
the tem^aeetttous weathra, made ihem per&et {HrigtmeTS, 
and sorely tri«d their patience. Scurry now be^ian to 
attack BeTeral of the party, aad o> tiie 16th of February, 
1833, ThoiaaB, the earpester, fell a vietim. to ii^ and two 
others died. " Thek Bitna^on waa beeomiBg truly awfiil, 
since if ihej ww« not libarated in the ^ning ramner^ 
Httk prospaet appeared ef th^ surviving another year. 
It was neceauy to make a rednotion in the allowance 
of pres^red meats ; Inread wea s<Hnewhat deficient, and 
the stock of wine and E^irita vaa entirely exhaaated. 
Howerer, aa the^ had eaaght a few foie«i, which weie 
considered a deucacy, tad th^ was plenty of flour, 
sugar, soi^B, and veKetablea, a diet could be easily ar- 
ranged Bimicient to au^ort the party." 

While the ice reraamed firm, ath'antags was taken o£ 
the spring to cany forward a atoek of proviaionfl to Bat;ty 
Bay, and this, thouj^ only thkty-two mUea, eoeupied 
them a whole month, owing to their reduced nnmb^n 
firom sickness and heavy loads, with the joumeyings to 
and fro, hairing to »> over the ground eight times. 



Oil the 8th of Jmy thay finally ahani£)ned this dep6^ 
' encamped on the 12th at their boat station in Bitty 
, where the aqwct of the sea waa watehed wiu 



ietf for more than a month. On the 16th of 
ust, taking advratage of a lane of water which led to 
lorthward, the party embarked, and on the followinf^ 
ling had got as Ihr as the turnip point of their last 
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r tiie 



the ITth thej fonnd the wide apanao of SairKw'B Staut 
c^>en b^ora them, and B«ngaMe, md zeadi«d to within 
twelTe milM of Cape Yoc^. Pneddng on with renewed 
Bpinta, nltematriT rowing uid imUiie, on like night of the 
SSth thaT- rested in a zood hHrboar on the saatein 
Aore ot Nktj Sond Iiuet. At fbvr on the folkwing 
morning thejr w«m6 roucad fi-ont their shunfaera by the 
joyful intelligenc* vt a ship bou^ in Bif(kt, and nevei did 
men mora horne^ and energetwallj aet oat ; bnt the 
elements conspirtnif sfcainct tMm, after being baffled by 
eaba> and conents, they had the misray to Me the ship 
feave tbeBL witli a fair breeze, and found it imtpoHtble to 
overtake her, of m^e themaelres seen. A few honn 
latef, however, thw despair wa* relieved by the aigkt of 
■Btrther vewel whidi was tring to in a calm. Sy dint of 
hnrd rowing the^ were tlUB time mcwe itatnnate, and 
soon came np wrth het ; she proved to be the ItabtUa, 
<rf Hnll, the very ship in whick Soh had made hia fint 
voTBf^ to tJiese seas. Captain Bom was told eiicumetan- 
tially of his own death, &e., twc years previoiuly, and ha 
had some difficulty in conviumie them that it «a« really 
he and his part^ who now stood befiwe tkrai. So gTe«t 
was the joy with which tbey wave Tec«v*d, that the 
Itaballa manned her yaEds, and he* fiiBBer oosunander 
arad hie gallant band of adventoTeiB were Minted with 
tiiTee hearty oheers. The aenw on boaird can scarcely 
be described ; each of the crew vied with the other ijt 
assietiug and comforting the party, and it cannot betta 
be told than in Boss's own words s— 

" The Indicrooa soon to<^ place of all other feelinjp ; 
in such a crowd, end eniA ra>nfliBiMi, aU seriooB thought 
was impossible, while the new boeyaney of onr spirita 
made na abundantly willing to be' amused by the acese 
which now opened. Every van was hnngry. and was to 
be fed r aU were Tiig|;ed, and were to be cKithed ; there 
was n<A one to whom washing waa not indispenaable, nw 
one whcon hia beard did not deprive of all hnman sem- 
blance. All, everything too, was to be done at <Hiae : it 
ma washing, dressing, shaving, eating, all int^min^ed ; 
it was all the matenals of es^ jamMed together, while 
in the midst of all Uiere were iaterminable questions to 
be asked and answered on both sides ; the adveBturea of 
the Vielory, onr own escapes, the polities of England, and 
the news which was now Toot years old. 
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"Bnt all anbBided into peace at IsaL Hia aidcvere 
Eiccommodated, die eeamen disposed of, and til yraa done 
for US which eaia and kindneBs conld perfoixo. 

"Ifif;ht at length, brouj^ht quiet and eerions thoughts, 
and I tmat there was not a man among q» who did not 
then express, where it was due, his gratitude for that 
interposition which had raised us all from a despair wh^li 
none oould now foi^t, and had hrouffht ns from the reiy 
borders of a most distant grave, to life and friends and 
civilization. Long acenstomed, however, to a cold bed on 
the hard snow or ike bare rook, few could sleep amid the 
eomfort of our new accommodatians. X was myself com- 
pelled to leave the bed which had been kindlr assigned 
tne, and take mj abode in a chair for the night, nor did 
it fare much better with the rest. . It was for time to 
reconcile us to this sudden and violent change, to break 
throQgh what had become habit, and to inure ns once 
more to the usages of our former days." 

The Jiahella remained some time longer to prosecute 
the fsherj, and left Davis Strait on her homeward 



passage on the SOth of September. On the 12th of 
October ther made the Orkney Islands, and arrived at 
Hull on the iSth. The bold explorers, who had long been 



given up as lost, were looked npon as men risen from the 

f»e, and met and escorted by crowds of Bjmpathizers. 
publio entertainment was given to them by tlie towns- 
people, at which the freedom of the town was presented 
to Captain Boss, and next day he left'' for Loudon, to 
leport his arrival to the Admiralty, and was honoured by 
a ^sentation to the king at Windsor. 

The Admiralty hherai^ rewarded all the parties, ezoept 
indeed Captain Boss. Commander J. C.iRosswas appointed 
to the guardship at Portsmouth to complete his Period 
of service, and then received his post rank. Mr. Thorn, 
the purser, Mr. KC'Diarmid, the sui^eon, and the petty 
officers, were appointed to good aituations in the navy. 
The seamen received the usiul double pay given to Arctic 
explorers, up to the time of leaving their ship, and Aill 
pay from U^t date until their airiTaf in England. 

A committee of the House of Commons took up the case 
of Captain Boss early in the session of 1834, and on their 
recommendation 60001. was granted him as a remnneratioiL 
for his pecuniary outlay and privations. 

A baronetcy, on the recommendation of the same oom* 
mittee, was also conferred by his Majesty William IT. 
on Mr. Felix Booth. 

In looking back on the renilte of this voyage] no impar* 
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tial inquirer can denj to Captam Boas the merit of }iaviiig 
effected much good by tracing and Burreroig the whole 
of the hmg weatem coMt of Begent "Inlet, proring 
Boothia to ne a peninsula, and setting at rest the proba- 
bili^ of any navigable outlet being (EBoovered tram this 
inlet to the Polar Sea. The lakes, rirers, and islands 
which were examined, proved with snfficient accuracy the 
correctness of the information famished to Fanr bv the 
Esquimani. 

To Commander James Boas is dne tlie credit of reiolv- 
ing many important scientific questions, such as the 
combination of light with magnetism, fixing the exact 
position of the ma^etic pole. He was ^o the ordy 
person in the expedition competOTt to make obeervations 
in geology, natmal history, and botany. Out of about 
700 miles of new land explored, Ccanmander Boss, in the 
expeditions which he plained and conducted, discovered 
nearly 600. He had up to this time passed fourteen 
summers and eight winters in these seas. 

The late Sir John Barrow, in his " Narrative of Voyages 
of Diflcovery and Kesoarch," p. G18, in opjiosition to Boaa'a 
opmion, asserted that Boothia wb5 not joined to the Con 
tment, but that tiejj were " completely divided by a uayi- 

fable strait, ten miles wide and upwards, leading paat 
lack's Estnary, and into the Gulf (of Boothia), of wnidi 
the proper name is Akkolee, not Boothia ; and moreover, 
that the two aeaa flow u freely into each other, aa Lancaster 
Sound does into the Polar (jea." This assumption has 
"been since shown to be incorrect, Capt, Boss asserta there 
is a difference in the level of these two seas. 

I may here fitlytake a review of Capt. Boss's services. 
He entered the navy in 1790 ; served fifteen years as a 
midshipman, seven as a lieutenant, and seven as a com- 
mander, and was posted on the 7th' of Pecember, 1818, 
and appointed to tJie command of the first Arctic expedi- 
tion of ihi f , centnry. On his retnm he received many 
marks of favour iVom continental sovereigDB, was knighted, 
and made a Companion of the Bath on the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1834 ; made a Commander of the Sword of Sweden, 
a Knight of the Second Class of St. Anne of Prussia (in 
diamonds). Second Class of the Legion of Honour, and of 
the Bed Eagle of Prussia, and of Leopold of Belgium. 
Beeeived the royal premium irom the Oeographicsl Society 
of London, in 1833, for his discoveries in the Arctin regions ; 
also gold medals frota the Geographical Society of Paris, 
anduie Boyal Societiesof Sweden, Austria, and Denmark. 
The fteedran of the cities of London, Liverpool, and 



116 PROGBESS or ABCniO DI900TBET. 



Brietal ; six gold Bnoff-boies from BasBia, Holland, Den- 
ma^ Austria, London, and Baden ; a Bword Tftlaed at ICO 
enineM from the Patriotic Fund, for hia sufferings, having 
been wounded thirteen times in three different atrtionii 
during the war ; and one of the valne of 200L from the 
King of Sweden, for Betrioe m the Baltic and the White 
Sea. On the 8th of Maroh, 1839, hewas appmntedto the 
InoFative post of British ouunl at Stockholm, iriiioh he 
held for SIX years. 

Captain Back s Lafd Jottsnet, 1633 — 183S. 

Foirx years having elapeed without any tidings being 
received of Capt. Boss and nis creir, it began to be generally 
feared in Enshuidthat they had been added to the nnmbor 
of former snffeierB, in the prosecntion of their ardooos 'an- 
dertaldng. 

Dr. Bioh&rdaon, who had himself nndergone snch fright- 
ful perils in the Arctic regions with FranVlin, was the first; 
to call pubhc attention to the subject, in a letter to the 
Geographical Society, in which he suggested a project tar 
leliering them, if still alive and to he found ; and at the 
same time volnnteered his services to the Colooial Seore- 
tary of the dav, to conduct an exploring party. 

Although the expedition of Captain Boss was not under- 
taken luider the anspioes of the Government, it became a 
national concern to ascertain the ultimate fate of it, and to 
make some effort for the rehef of the party, whose home 
at tbat tame mi^rt be the boisterous sea, or whose shelter 
the snow but or the floating iceberg. Dr. Eichardaoa 
proposed to proceed from Hudson's Bay, in a north-west 
direction to Coronation Gul^ where he was to commence 
his search in an easterly djrectiOD. Passing to the north, 
along the eastern side of this ^nlf, he would amve at 
Point Tumagain, the eastern point of his own former dis- 
covery. Haviu" accomplished this, he would continue 
bis search towaroB the eastward until he reached Melville 
Island, thus perfecting geographical discovery in that 
quarter, and a continued coast line might be laid down 
from the Fury and Hecla Strait to Beeebey Point, leaving 
only the small space between Franklin's discovery and 
that of the Blotaaia unexplored. The proposal was iavour- 
ably received ; but owmg to the poUtical state of the 
oountry at that time, the offer was not aocepted. 

A. meeting was hdd in November, 1832, at the rooms of 
the HorticnUoral Society, in Segent-atreet, to obtain fonds. 
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Adiuiralty aai the GoTemment were uni^le to do ^^ 
officiully, in coiuequoDoe of O^t. Boaa's e^iedttion not 
beiu^ a pnblio one. Sir George Codtbum to^ tfae cfaur, 
andjuBtTy observed that these offioera who doroted tbeir 
time to iite eerrice of Bciense, «sid braved in it« pnnaat lite 
dangem of imk^oira and ungeoial (Jimalee. deBnmded Qis 
thy and aaaistwuie of aU. Great Bntaia had talcai 
■^ m geographical diicorery, and there was DOt toe 
onatij wiu> did not feel pride and hoaow; in libe 
&me she had attained by the »peditioiis of Paziy asd 
Pranlrlin ; hot if w« wianed to OKate flttore Pan^s and 
Frauldias, if we wiahed to eiiooara|;e S^ritiih tnierfme 
and courage, wo moat prore that the offieer who ie out a! 
Ught of his oooDtTTinen is iwt ibrgotten; that there is 
consideration for his euflerinBS, u^ appredaldon of hia 
apirit. This reflection will cheer tii™ in the honr of tcial, 
and will perniit him, when sunroonded by danffera and pi- 
vationB, to indalee in hope, the gseatest bletiiag of man. 
Capt. George Baok, S.N., who was is Italy when tite eob- 

Cet was £rBt mooted, hasteited to Jiin y^fl , md o&cad tn- 
iMi the party, and hie eesviaea were aco^ted. A. sob* 
iicription waa entered into to de&ay the neeeaaaiy ezpenaea, 
and upwards of6000^. was raised ; of this Bim,Btttiereooiii- 
mondation of Lord Godeueh, the tSten aeoretaiy <tf atxte, 
die Treaaury contributed 20002. 

After an interview with the Id^ at Brif^ilon, to wbidi 
be was specially summoned, Cast Sack made preparaticins 
£ot his journey, and laid down his pW of qperations- In 
order to facilitate his views, end to give him greater eontrol 
over his men. special instruotiQita aad aotiian^ were iasaed 
by the Coloni^ Office, and the Hndacn'a Aiy Oompany 
granted ^im a oommisaion in Iheir servioe, and plaoed every 
MaiBtance at his disposal throughout tiiac t airiUi r y m 
JS'odrth America. 

Everything being definitive^ arranged, O^it. Back, 
. aoeoiupuued by Dr. £iohard &iag as enrgegn and satn- 
lalist, with, three men who had been on the expedition witii 
rranklin, left Liverpool on the 17th of Feb. 18SS, in ono 
of the New York packet ships, and arrived in America 
after a stormy passafte of thirty-fivw days. He jiroceeded 
on to Montreal, where he had great difficulty in prerent- 
iug two of the menirom leaving him, as their nearta began 
to fail them at the prosnect of the severe journey, with its 
attendant diificultdes, which t^r had to etMOoster. 

Four volunteers from Ute Spyal ArtiUeiy corps here 
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j<Hited him, tutd Kmu vojafteart barrmg been engmeed, the 
iiart7 left, in tiro caoow, oa the 26th of ApriL Two of 
tUB party deeerted from him in the Ottam nver. 

On the 28tli o! Jtmo, having obtained hit complement 
of men, he majbe uidto hxve oommenced his ioomey. 
Tb.«j Buffered dreadfully from myriads of flcmd-BieH and 
miuqnitoea, beins so disfigured by their attacks that 
their featoFes comd be scarcely reoognised. Horae-llies, 
appropriately styled "boll dogs," were another dreadful 
pest, which pertinaoioualj gorged themselTea like the leeoh, 
imtil they seemed ready to bunt. 

" It is in vain to attempt to defend yourself against 
tbeee pony bloodsuckers ; though you crush tbousanda of 
tiiem, tens of tbonsands arise to revenge the death of tbeir 
oompaniona, and you very soon discover that the conflict 
vhidi you are waging is one in which yon are sure to be 
def^ted. So great at last are the pains and fatigue in 
liaffeting away this attacking force, that in despair you 
titirow yourself, half auffooatad, in a blanket, with vour 
£ue upon Hke ground, and snatch a few minutes of sleep- 
less rest." Captain Back adds that the vigorous and imin- 
termitting aatanlts of these tormenting pests conveyed the 
moral lesson of man's helplessness, since, with all onr 
boasted strength, we are unable to repel these feeble atoms 
of oreatitm. "How," he says, "can I possibly give an 
idea of the torment we endured from the sand-nies P As 
ire dived into the confined and suffocating chasms, or 
vaded through the close swamps, they rose in clouds, 
actually darkening the air ; to see or to speak was 
equally difGcult, tor they rushed at every undefended 
port, and fixed their poisonous fangs in an instant. Our 
aces streamed with blood, as if leecnes had been applied, 
and there was a burning and irritating pain, followed hr 
immediate inflammation, and producing giddiness, whitdi 
almost drove us mad, and caused us to moan with pain 
and agony." 

At uie Pine port^;e C^it^ Back engaged the services 
of A. E. McLeod, in the emplov of me Hudson's Bay 
Company, and who had been ued upon by Governor 
Bimpson, to ud the expedition. He was accompanied by 
his wife, three children, and a servant ; and had just 
-■etimied from the Mackenzie Siver, with a large cargo of 
nrs. The whole family were attached to the party, and 
liter some detentions of a general and unimportant cha- 
acter, they arrived at Fort Chipewyan on the 29th of 
Jidy. Fort Besolntion, on Great Slave Lake, was reached 
on the 8th (^ August. 
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The odd anembloge ot^ooda androTEt^nrs in Uieiien- 
eampment are thus gTBpIucal]7 desoribed by the traveller, 
«H he glanced around hun. 

" At mj feet was a rolled bimdie in oil-cloth, oontainine 
eome three blankets, called a bed ; near it a piece of diied 
bnfialo, &iicifuUy ornamented with long bUck hairs, which 
no art, alas I can prevent from insinuating themBelves be- 
tween the teeth, as voa laborionaly masticate the tough, 
hard flesh ; then a tolerably clean napkin, apreBd by way 
oi table-doth, on a red piece of canvaa, and supporting a 
t«a-pot, Home biscuits, and a aalt-cellar ; near this a tin 
jilate, close by a square kind of box or safe of the same 
matwial, rich with a pale, greasy hair, the produce of the 
colony at Sed KiTer; and the last the ^r-renownedpein- 
mican, unquestionably the best food of the country for 
espeditjona such as ours. Behind me were two boKes 
containing astronomical instruments, and a aextant lying 
-on the ground, whilst the different corners of the tent 
were occupied by a washing apparatns, a gun, on Indian 
shot-pouch, bags, basins, and an unhappy-looking japanned 
pot, whose melancholy bmnpa and hollows seemed to 
reproach me for many a bruise endured upon the rocks 
itna portages between Montreal and Lake Winnipeck. Nor 
vere m^ orew less motlej than the fdmiture or iiie tent. 
It consisted of an finghshman, a man from Stornaway, 
two Canadians, two Metifs or half-breds, and three Iro> 
<[aois Indians. Babel could not have produced a worse 
confusion of unbarmonions sounds than was the conTersa- 
tion they kept up." 

Having obtained at Fort Sesolntion all possible infor- 
mation, from the TtiHih tih and others, relAtire to the course 
of the northern rivers of which he was in search, he 
divided his crew into two parties, five of whom were left 
OS an escort for Mr. McLeod, and four were to accompany 
himself in search of the Great Fish Eiver, since appro- 
priatelv named alter Back himself. 

On the 19th of August they began the ascent of the Hou 
Frost Siver, whose course was a series of the most feai^ 
cascades and rapids. The woods here were so thick as 
to render them almost impervious, consisting chiefly of 
stunted firs, which occasioned infinite trouble to the part; 
to force their way through ; added to which, they had to 
clamber over fallen trees, tlu«ugh rivulets, and over bogs 
and swamps, until the difficulties appeared so appalling as 
almost to dishearten the pi>ity from prosecutmg ueir 
journey. The heart of Captain Back was, however, of b 
stem a cast to be dispirited by difBuultiea, at which U 
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pCTBeTBiing eriJorow ironH huTO tamed aura; dkeom- 
fited, md eheeriog on hi* men, like s bold aiid gailaat 
leader, the first in the advtiQce of danger, tbey urired at 
length in an open spsoe, irfaere theyrested tar (.while to 
leorait tbeir exhaoilved stoengA. The plttoe was, indeed, 
one of barremieBB and desolatiim ; tmg waa mled npon wae 
to tJie bdebt of 2000 feet ticm the boM, and the QouneS 
tba river beim, in • itatc (^conteaatioB, waa marked bf ■■. 
Kninterrapted line oftoam. 

Howerw great de beaotj of t^ flcenerr in;^ be, aad 
howerer resdute may be tbe will, serere toil will at ieagA 
relax the epirita, aad bring a Idsd cf deBpondency mxm a 
beart naturally bold and aodaonted. This watt taaaJi 
partdcnkrly tlte oaee nowwith tbeintQrpretfc.wlKibecme 
a dead weight upou the party. Eepid now sacoeeded 
n.pid ; Bcaroely had they Eormmiited one faH than ttf 
otBer preeented itself, rising like on amphil^eabie befoi* 
tfaem to tbe hei^t of £fty feet. They, howerex, gained 
at length tbe eeeentof tide tnrbnlmt and nnMendly TiTcr, 
tbe romantic beauty vid wild Menery of wbkb were 
Btrikingly grand, and ■ft«r paaaing suocesHvely a seriea 
of portBgee, latude, laUe, lakes, sad riT«ra, oa tbe 27th 
Back obierved frcnn tbe snmiiit of a bigh biU a 
vra-f luge lake fidl of deep bays aad iibrads, aad 
wkich hfia been naoMd Ayimer I^ke, afier the Govemiv- 
Oencral of Canada at that time. Tbe boat was seat out 
with three men to searcb for the lake, or outlet of tte 
mer, wbich tbey disoorovd ml the second day, and 
Captain Back himself, during their absence, also aocidenl^ 
ally difioorered ita eooree in the Buid. TTill Jjake, not far 
iroin hie encanpinent. Sot pvooder was Bmoe when ^ 
Htaod on tbe green aod wWb careai the aowoe of tba 
Ifile, than was Captain Baok whan he found that he wa« 
striding at the source of a rirer, fiie exirtenoe of which 
-was known, bnt the coarse of which was a |)roblaa 
no traveller had yet ventnred to solve. Tieiding to tha 
pleasurable emcbon which discoverers, in the first boond 
of their transport, may be pardoned for indulging, Bai^ 
tells UB be direw himself down on the bank and drank a 
heai^T dran^t of the Hmpid water. 

"For this occasion," he a<Ui, "I had reserred a 

'e givg, and need hardly say with what aheerfulneaf 
as Glared amongst the lOew, whose wekMwae tidingi 
verified the nation of Dr. Stchardson and myseli^ aad 
placed beyond doubt the eziflte&oe of the Ihlewee- 
J, or Great Pish Sivn-." 

On the 30tb of A^ignst tiicy began to move towards the 
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riwer, tat on TSMlring M^isfc-cflt Lake it was foimd impo»- 
nMe to 9tKid the force of the rapids in their irail canoe, 
knd ae -wiDter iras &ppFoa«hiag tbeir return to the rendra- 
TOiu on Slave Xiake was deterniiiMtd OB. 

At Clinton Golden L&ke, some ladinns vieited them 
fiom the Chief Aknitcho, wiio tt will be rememlMired was 
the i^de of Sir John FrHnklin. Two of theae Indians 
lemembered Captain BfuA, one faaring aocompftnied tiin^ 
to the CcFppermine Biver on Franklm'B first expedition. 

At tite Cat at Artiflery loAe thej had to abandon -Qieir 
eaaioe, and perform the rest of the jonmey on foot over 
precipitons rocks, tlirouj^ frightM eorges and ravines, 
neajied with mBeses of ETtuiitC' tmd ucntg nanow ledgea, 
where afake step wonld have been fatal. 

At FortKehance the paolijrfonnd Mr. McLeod had, during; 
their absence, erectea the frame-woA of a comftntable 
residence (or them, mid all hands set to work to com- 
plete it. After many obstaolee and diffionlties, it was 
nnished. 

Dr. King j<Rned them on the lOth of September viA 
two laden boteanx. 

On the 6th of Kovember they exchanged their cold 
tente for the new house, which was fifty feet long by 
thirty broad, and contained fonr rooms, besides a^ epaoioiiB 
haU in the centre, for the reeeption and accommodation 
of the Indians, to which a Bort of rude kitchen was 
attached. 

As the winter advanced bands of starring ThiUmmi oon« 
'tinned to arrive, in the hc^ of (Aftuning »ome relief, as 
little or nothing was to be prooored b; hunting. Ther 
wonid stand aronnd while the men were takii^ their 
meals, watdnng every moathfol with the most longing, 
imploring look, but yet never uttering a oomplabtt. 

At other times tiiey wonld, seated ronnd the fire, occnOT 
tiiemselves in roaatmg and devonring small bits of tbeir 
reindeer gsrments, which, even when entire, afforded 
them a vei^ insuffinent protection Bgunst a tempemtore 
of 102° below freezing point. 

The enfferinga of uie poor Indians at thia period an 
described as fnghtful. " Famrne with her gamit nod 
bony arm," says Back, "porsned them at every torn, 
withered their energies, and strewed them lifeless on the 
cold bosom of the snow." It was impossible to afibrd 
retief oat of fheir scanty store to all, but even smaQ 
portions of the mouldy pemmican intended for the dogti 
nnpalatable as it was, was gladlv received, and saved many 
fann perilling. "Often," i^ds Back, " didlshaiemyown 
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plats with the cliildreii, whose helplew state uid inteou 
cries were peonliaily distressine ; oompaasioa for tiie foil 
grown taay, or m&v oot, be feft, but that heart mnst b« 
cased ir steel whicb. is inseiutbU to tite cry of a child for 

food." 
At this critical jonctore, Alcaitcho mode his appearance 

with an opportune Bopply of a little moat, which in some 
measure enabled Captain Back to relieve the sufierers 
around him, man; of whom, to his great delight, went 
away with Akaitoho. The stock of meat was eoon. 
exbanstod, and they had to open their pemmican. The 
officers contented themsdves with the short supply of 
half a pound a day, but the labouring men could not da 
with lesB than a pound and three quarters. The cold now 
set in with an mtonsity which Capt^n Back had nerer 
before experienced, — the thennomet«r on the 17th of 
January being 70° below cero. " Such indeed, (he says,) 
was the abstraction of heat, that with eieht large logs oi 
dry wood on the fira I could not get the thermometer 
higher than 12° below ceta. Ink and paint froze. 3^ 
sestant cases and boxes of seasoned wood, principallv £r, 
all spht. The skin of the hands became dry, cracked and 
opened into unsightly and smarting gashes, which we 
were obliged to anoint with grease. On one occasion, 
^ler washing my face within three feet of the fire, mj 
hair was actually dotted with ice before I hod time to 
diT,it." 

The hunt«T8 suffered severely from the intensitf of the 
cold, and compared the sensation of handling their guns to 
that of touchmg red-hot iron, and ao excessive was the 
pain, that they were obliged to wrap thongs of leather 
round the triggers to keep their fingers from coming into 
contact with the steeL 

The Bufferings which llie party now endured were great* 
and had it not been for the exemplary conduct of Akaitcho 
in procuring them game, it is to be doubted whether any 
would have survived to tell the misery they bad en> 
dnred. The sentiments of this worthy savage were nobly 
expressed — " The great chief trusts in us, and it is better 
that ten Indians perish than that one white man should 
-oeiish through our neghgence and breach of faith." 

On the 14th of rebruary Mr. MoLeod and his family 
moved to a place half-way between the fort and tlie 
dians, in order to facilitate their own support, and assist 
procuring food by hunting. His situation, however, 
came soon one of the greatest embarrassment, he and 
js &mOy being nirroun£d by difficultteB, priratiooS) and 
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days' mEiTch dietant. 

Towsrds the end of April Cmt. Back began to mako 
arraneemeats for constroctms boats for proseoutiDg th» 
expedition once more, and wtme so emploji^ on the 25tlt 
a mesBenger arzired with iita gratifying mt^igence that 
Capt. Boss had arriTed safely in England, con£nnation of 
which was afforded in extraots from the 2fniM and Mcivld, 
and letters from tbe long-lost adrentarers themselree. 
Their feelings at these elad tidingg are thTis described :— • 
" In the inlnesB of onr hearts we assembled together, and 
hmnbly o&red np our thanks to that merciful PrOTidence, 
who in the beantiftil language of scripture hath said, 
* Xine own will I bring ogam, as I did sometime from the 
deeps of tlie sea.' The thought of so wonderful a preserra* 
tion overpowered for a time the cotnmon occorrenoes of 
life. We had just sat down to breakfast ; but our appetite 
was gone, and the day was passed in a feverish state of 
excitement. Seldom, indeed, did mv friend Mr. King or 
I indulge in a libation, but on this joyibl occasion 
economy was forgotten ; a treat was given to the r 



preter, Augustus, bearing that he was in the country, set 
oat on foot from Hndson s Ba^ to join him, but getting 
separated from hu two companions, the gallantUttle fellow 
was either exhausted by sofiering and privations, or, caught 
in the midst of an open traverse in one of those terriblft 
snow storms which may be said to blow almost through 
the frame, he had sunk to rise no more, his bleached 
remains being discovered not far from the ^ivi^ & Jean. 
" Snch," says Capt, Back, " was the miserable end of poop 
Augustas, a faitnfal, disinterested, kind-heart«d creature, 
who had tron the regard, not of myself only, but I 
may add, of Sir J. Franklin and Dr. Aichardson also, by 
qnalities which, wherever ibund, in the lowest as in the 
highest forms of so(^ life, are the ornament and (dmrm of 
hmnuuty." 

On the 7th of June, all the preparations being com- 
pleted, McLeod having been previoiuly sent on to hunt, 
and deposit casks of meat at various stages. Back set oat 
with Mr. King, accompanied by four voyageurs and an 
Lidian gaide. The stores not required were buried, and 
tiie doon and windows of the house blocked up. 

At Artillery lake. Back picked op the remiunder of bia 
{■ify, witli tAe caipenters who had been employed pre* 
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psrine bosta. The li|{;Iiteat and bwt wba cSvMen MtA. 
placed oa mnnen pltitea with, iron, and in, this manner dw 
WEts drawn over tbe ice by two men and nx fine deg»,. 
The eastern ^ore of the take was fbUowed, as it woa feond 
less rocky and precipitmis than the opposite one. Thai 
waidi was prosecuted by night, Uie air beiiw iniM«' 
fresh and pleasant, and tne party tooh rest in flie day. 
The glare of the ice, the difficulty enconnteFed in eettinc 
tfie Dont along, the ice bem)^ so bad that the apikee m 
tlxe runners cut throng4i instead of sliding over it, and 
the thick BDOw which fell in Jnne, greatly increaMd 
the labour of getting along. The eold raw tnad pierced 
tiirough them m spite of cloaks and blankets. After 
being caulked, the boat was launched on the l-ith of 
Jtme. the lake beiog sufficiently nnobstmctied to admit of 
her being towed along shore. The weatber now becams. 
exceedingiy unpleasant — hail, snow, and rain pelted, thnn 
one after the other for some time without respite, and thaa. 
only yielded to squalls that overtomod the ooat. Witb 
alternate spells ana halttogs to rest, they however giaduoUy 
advanced on the traTerse, oad ware really ni^ng coasi- 
derable progress when pelting showers of sleet and drift 
so dimmed and confosed the sight, darkening the Mmc^ 
sphere, and limiting their view to only a few paees bribra 
l£em, aa to render it an extreme^ perplezmg task to ke»p 

On the 33rd of Jnno they fortunately fell in with a eaei* 
made for them by their aBattif-coarier, M>. McLeod, in 
which was a sea^ionable snpply of deer and muak-ox fiesh,tlM 
latter, however, so impr^nated with the odoariromwhiii 
it takes its name, that the men declared they wonld rather 
starve three days than swallow a monthfiil of it. To 
remove this unfavourable impression Capt. Back oidenid! 
the daily rations to be served fl-om it fbr hia own mess aa 
well as theirs, taking occaskm at the same time to impreaa 
on their minds the injnrions consequences of voinntai^ 
abstinence, and the necessity of accommodating their 
tastes to such food aa the conntry might sopply. Soon 
after another caeie was met with, thus makmg rieven 
aiumala in all that had been thus obtataed and secured fbr 
tliem by the kind care of Mr. McLeod. 

On the 37th they reached Sand Hill Birr, where they 
und Mr. Mclieod encamped. On the- 28th the boat bang- 
I frail to be dragged over the portage, about a qnarkec 
a mile in. length, was carried bodily by the craw, aad 
nched safely in the Thlew-ee-ehoh or Sish Hirer, After 
«eing the portage beycnd Mnsk-as Sapid, about &mt 
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nulcB in Ingth, and haTiag aU. hi* partjr togetlier, CiptuB 
Back took a ■nrvej' irf hia provisians fiir the tkree montl* 
of opentions, vbich ha fowid to coiaiet of two boxes of 
iaroni, a case of eoeoa, twcntj-agven baf^s of peiO' 

n of about SOlbs. eacik, and a lug with, two gaUuiB of 

nm. This be considered an sdequftts supply if all toroed 
out sound and sood. 'Che diffienlt^, l^w^arer, of tratu- 
porting a weight of SOOOlbe. over use aod radia hif & cir- 
enitoos lonte of AiU 200 mAe» Bivf be eaaily conceived, 
not to meation the paia eaiaxed in waUdnur cat some porta 
where the ice formed msmnerable spikes t£at pio-oed like 
needles, and in otittr placra wbere it was ao black and 
decayed, that it threatened at ararj Ht«p to- engvlf the 
adrefitnroas traveller. Tbew- aad aimilar oiffieolties could 
only he overcome by the moat ateady poneranuoe, and 
fte moat determiiiea resolution. 

AmonK the group of d»rk fi^nrer huddled togother in 
the IiuUaa eneampment anxmd tham, G^. Back fbnnd 
Ins old acquMutance, the IndioB beauty (^ whom mention 
i« made is Sir John VmAtkm'B awivitwg soder tbe name 
of Green Stookmfis. Althourii sHtuuiided with a iiumlyr 
with one uidim in her doA ohof^g to her bock, aod 
serend oilier mettrul aeecnpHumeBl^Ci^. Back imme- 
diotoly III! ii^iiiiiiiil ber, and salted her bj her name, at 
which sbe langhed, and taid aba waa «n old wotnan bow, 
and begged tJut she might be rehered by the " medicin» 
naB,~ i^ ahe wa*. Tery maah o«t at hnltk. However, 
notwithataading- ell this, she was still the beauty of the 
tiibe, and wiu that ccHuciewsneas whieh beloDga to all 
belles, savage or polite, she seemed by no measa displeased 
when Back sketched hir portrait. — (p. £07.) 

Mr. If cLeod was now sent bat^ taking widi him tea 
persona and fourteen dogs. TTw instmctions wears to pro- 
eeed to Ftfft Beeolution for the stores eiroected to be sent 
^ere by the Hudson's Bay Compaay, to biuld a bouse in 
some ^ood locality, for a pennanent fishing staticHi, and to 
bo agam on the bsoks of the Fish Biver by the middle of 
September, to afford Back skd hia party any assistance or 
relief they mi^t require. 

The old InSui chief Akaiteho, hearing from the inteiv 
preter that Crat. Back was in his immediate n^hboiLrhood> 
said, ' ' I have Bsown the chief a lon^ time, and I am afraid 
I shall never see him ofain ; I will go to him." On his 
arrival he caatioued Back against the dangers of a liver 
wMch be distinctly told him the pvesent race of Indians 
blew nothing of. He also warned him againat the treache^ 
of the- EsqvimMiJi which he said was alwi^ masked und« 
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the gaiae of friraidsLip, obierring they would attack tiini. 
when he least expected it. " I am airaid," cootmued the 
good old chief, " that I bIibII never see Toa aj^BJii; bat 
■hould yoa escape from the great water, tdie care Ton. are 
sot caught by the wiiit«r, and Hirown into a situatton like 
that in which yoa were on your retnm &om the Copper- 
mine, for yon are alone, and the Indiana cannot HHatHt yon." 

The carpenters, with an Iroqnois, not being fiorther 
required, were disiuBsed to join Mr. McLeod, and on the 
8th of JoIt they proceeded down the river. The boat was 
now laimdied and laden with her cargo, which, together 
wilJi ten penonB, she atowed well enough for a smootlt 
river, bat not for a lake or sea way. The weight was cal- 
culated at 3360 lbs., eiolnnre of the awning, poles, sails, 
&iC., and the crew. 

Their progress to the sea was now one oontiuued sncces- 
aion of duigerons and formidable &U8, rapda, and cataracts, 
which frequently made Back hold his breath, expecting to 
see the boat dashed to sbivere against some protruding 
rocks amidst the foam and ibry at the foot of a rapid. The 
only wonder is how in their &ail leal^ boat they ever shot 
one of the rapids. Bapid after rapid, and fijl aHer fall, 
were pasee^ each accompanied with more or less danger ; 
and in one instance the boat was only saved by all banda 
jumping into the breakers, and keepii^ her stem 14) the 
stream, until she was clear^ from a rock that had brought 
her np. Ther had hardly time to get into their places 
again, when they were carried with cansiderable velocity 
past a river which joined from the westward. After paaa- 
ug no less than Sve rapids within the distance of three 
mSes, they came to one long and appallhig one, fall of 
rocks and large bonlders j the sides hemmed in by a wall 
of ice, and the correut flying with the velocity and force of 
a torrent. The boat was lightened of her cargo, and Capt. 
Back placed himself on a hi^ rock, with on aarions dcaire 
to see her ran the rapid. He had every hope which con* 
fidence in the judgment and dexterity of his principal men 
could inspire, oat it was impossible not to feel tnat one 
crash would be fatal to the e^edition. Away they went 
with the speed of an arrow, and in a moment tne foam and 
rocks hid them from view. Back at last heard what 
sounded in bis ear like a wild shriek, and he saw Dr. dng, 
wbo was a hnndred yards before him, make a sign witA 
his gim, and then run forward. Back followed with an 
a^tation which may easily be conceived, when to his inex- 
pressible joy he found that the shriek was the triumphant 
whoop of the crew, who had lauded safely in a small bay 
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below. For nearly 100 mites of the diatimce tiiej 'it civ 
impeded br these fiightful whirlpools, and strong aaii 
heavy rapioB. 

On opening one of their bags of pemmican, the ingennity 
of the Indians at pilfering was discovered, suoceasiTo 
layers of mixed sand, stones, and green meat having been 
artfully and cleverly aubstituted for the dry meat. Fearful 
that tuey might be cafrying heaps of stone instead of prO' 
vision. Back nad to examine carefully the remainder, whii^ 
were all fonnd aoond and well-taated. Se began to fear, 
' from the inclination of the river at one time towards the 
south, that it would be found to discharge itself in Ches- 
terfield Inlet, in Hudson's Bay, bnt aubsequently, to his 
great joy, it took a direct course towards the north, and 
his hopes of reaching the Polar Sea were revived. The 
river now led into several large lakea, some studded with 
islands, which were named successively after Sir H. Felly, 



On the 28th of July they fell in with a tribe of about 
thirty-five very IViendly Esquimaux, who aided them in 
transporting their boat over the last long and steep portage, 
to which hia men were utterly unegnal, and Back justly 
remarks, to then- kind assistance he is mainly indebted for 
getting to the sea at all. 

It was lato when they got away, and while tlueading 
their course between some sand-banks with a strong cni- 



appoarance. This important promontoryBack subsequently 
named after our eraeiona Queen, then Princess Victoria. 

" This then," ODserves Back, " may be considered as the 
mouth of the Thlew-ee-ehoh, which after a violent and 
tortuous course of 630 geographical miles, running through 
an iron-ribbed country, without a single tree on the whole 
line of its banks, expanding into five lar^e lakes, with clear 
horizon, most embarrassing to the navigator, and broken 
into falls, cascades, and rapids, to the number of eighty- 
three in the whole, pours its water into the Polar Sea, m 
lat. 67'' 11' N.. and long. 94° 3ff W., that is to say, about 
thirty- seven miles more south than the Coppermine Biver, 
and nineteen miles more south than that of Back's Kiver 
(of Franklin) at the lower eitremity of Bathurst's Inlet. ■ 
(p. 390.) 

For several days Back was able to make but alow pro- 

Eess along the eastern shore, in consequence of the aolid 
dy of dnft-ice. A iMurren, rocky elevfttion of 800 feet 
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high was named Cape Besofort, after the presont bj^v^ 
grapher to tho Admiralty. Ahloffpoiut onOieea^eRifide 
of the eetMAty, which lie considered to be the aai^iea. 
extreme, he najned Cute Haj. Dean and Simpson, how- 
erer, in 1S39, traced tiie ihore mnch bejfond tliia. "Oa 
difficulties met with here began to dispiiit the mea. 
For a week or ten days the; hid a oontdnoation of wet, 
cl>iU7> f'^fiSJ weather, and tlie onlj vegetititm, fern and 
mose, was bo wet that it would not Dom ; being thai 
without fuel, during this time they had but ooe hot meal. 
Almost without water, without tmj means of warmth, or* 
any kind of warm or comforting iood, sinldng knee-deep, 
as they proceeded on land, in the soft slash and enow, no 
wonder that some of the best men, benumbed in their 
limbs and dispirited by the dreary and unpromieing pro- 
spect before tbem, broke ovt for a moment, in low mor- 
murinf^B, that theirs was a hard and painful dnfy. 

Cipt^ Back found it utterly impossible to proceed, bm 
he had intended, to the Point Tumagain of Franklin, and 
after vainly essaying a laud expedition by three of the best 
walkers, and these having returned, after making bat 
fifteen miles' way, in consequence of the heavy rains and 
the swampy notore of the ground, he came to the resolu- 
tion of returning. Seflectmg. he says, on the lomg and 
dangerous stream they had to ascend, combining all the 
bad features of the worst rivers in the country, the hazard 
of the falls and rapids, end the slender hope which re- 
mained of their attaining even a single mile further, he 
felt he hod no choice. Assembling, therefore, tlie men 
around him, and unfurling the Br^ish Sag, which|Wsa 
saluted with three cheers, he annouuoed to them this 
determination. Thelatitodeofthisplacew8s68°13'57"N., 
and longitode 94P 68' 1" W. The extreme point seen to 
tiie normw^ on tiie western side of tlLe estoaiy, in lati> 
tude 68° 46' N., longitude 96= 2ff W., Back named Cape 
Kichardson. The spirits of many of the men, whose health 
had suffered ereatly for want of warm and nourishing 
food, now brightened, and they set to woric witi alacrity to 
prepare for their return jonmey. The boat being dra^^ed 
across, was brought to the place of their former station, 
. ^ter which the crew went back four miles for their 
baggage. The whole was safely conveyed over before the 
evening, when the wat^r-casks were broken up to make a 
fire to WMin a kettle of cocon, the second hot meal they 
had had for nine days. 

On the 15th of August, they managed to make their 
vv about twenty miles, on their return to the soutiiwoi^ 
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through a liroacli in the iee, till tiey came to open ifater. 
The fifficulticB oftfee river wei« doubled iu me asoentj 
from having to proceed againet the stream. Ail the ob< 
stacles of rocks, raindB, EandbuilH, and loDg portages bad 
to be faced. In some d^r^ bb many as iixteen or twen^ 
rajridfl were ascended. Tbey found, as tlwy proceeded, 
that many of the deposits of proriaions, on irhich thej* 
relied, had been disoorered and destrojed hj wolree. 
Ob the 16th of September they met Mr. McLeod and faJB 
partv, iibo bad been several days at Sand Hill Bay, mut- 
uig tor them. On the 24tb thCT reacted the Ah-hel-deww, 
■where they met with some Indians. Ttey were ultimate^ 
stopped by one most formidable perpendjcular ftU, and as 
it was found imposriWe to convey the boat fnrtber over so 
rugged and mountainous a coun^, most of the declivities 
■of which were coated with tiun ice, and the wh<do 
hidden by anow, it was here abandoned, and the pB^ 
jwoceeded the rest of tiie journey on foot, eath laden wita 
a pack of about 75ib8. weight. 

Late on the 27tji of September th^ arrived at theiroH 
bftbitatioB, Fort Eeliance, after being absent nearly ftiar 
montia, wearied indeed, but " truly grateful for the mani- 
fold mercies they had ezpciiencea in the course of their 
lonf; and perilous jotimey." Arrangements were now 
made to {lasa the winter as comfortably as their means 
would permit, and as there wos no probability that thwe 
would be sufficient food in the house for the consumption 
of the whole par^, all except six were sent with Mr. 
McLeod to the flsberiea. The Indians brought them pro- 
visions A-om time to time, and their friend JGraJtcho, wilji 
bis followers, though not very successful in hunting, 
wna not wanting in his contributions. Xliia old chieftain 
was, however, no longer the same active and important 
personage he had been in the days when he rendered such 
good serriee to Sir John Franklin. Old age and infirmities 
were creeping on him and rendering bim peevish and 
fickle. 

On the Slst of March following, having left direcKona 
with Dr. King to proceed, at the proper season, to the 
Company's factory at Hudson's Bay, to embark for Eng- 
land in thdr spring ships, Captain Back set out on his 
return through Canada, calling at the Fisheries to bid 
farewell to his esteemed friend, Mr. McLeod, and arrivine 
at Norway House on the 24tii of June, where be settled 
and arranged the accounts due for stores, &c., to the 
HudflOn's Bay Company. He proceeded thence to Hew 
York, embariced for England and arrived at Liverpod 
k3 
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en the Stli of September, aft«r an abaeace of two years 
sad a half. Bacli vaa honoured with an audience of hu 
Majegty, who expreBBed his approbation of his efibrta— 
fint in tbe cause of hmnanitj, and next in that of geo- 
graphical and Boientifio reeearch. He has since teen 
Soighted; and in 1835, the Bojal Qeographical Society 
awt^ed Tiim their gold medal (the Soyal preminm) for 
hiH diecoyoTT of the Great Fish £iyer and navigating it to 
the sea on the Arctio coast. 

Dr. King, with the remainder of the party, (eight men,) 
reached England, in the Hudson's Bay Company's ship, in 
the following; month, October. 

Of Captam Back's travels it has been justly observed 
that it is impossible to rise &om the penisal of them 
without bein^ Btruck with astonishment at the extent of 
sufferings which the human fi'ame can endure, and at the 
game time the wondrous display of fortitude which was 
exhibited under circnmstances of so appalling a nature, 
as to invest the narrative with the character of a ro- 
mantic fiction, rather thnn an nneiaggerated tale of actual 
reahty. He, however, suffered not despair nor despon- 
dency to overcoDie him, but gallantly and undauntedly 
pursued his course, imtil he returned to his native lanil 
to add to the number of those noble spirits whose names 
will be carried to posterity as the brightest ornaments t« 
the country which gave them birth. 

C&FTUiT Back's Totaqb qv the Tebbob. 

__ the year 1836 Captain Bi 
the previous autumn, at the rt 
STaphical Society, undertook a voyage in the Tnror up 

He was to reach Wager Siver, or B«pulse Bay, and to 
make an overland journey to examine tbe bottom of 
Prince Begent Inlet, senihng other parties to tbe north 
and west to examine the Strait of the Fury and Hecla, 
and to reach, if possible, Franklin's Point Tumagain. 

Leaving Englnnd on the 14th of June, he arrived on 
the 14tb of August, at Salisbury Island, and proceeded up 
the Frozen Strait ; off Cape Comfort the shni got frozen 
in, and on the breaking up of the ice by one of those frequent 
convulsions, the vessel was driAed right up the Frozen 
Channel, grinding large heaps that opposed ner progress 
to powder. 

From December to March she was driven about by the 
faxj of the stoimi and i<», all att«fflptfl t« lelease her 
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r utterly powerieBB. She thus floated till the lOth 
- July, and for three days was on her beam-endg ; bat 
_it the 14th Buddenly righted. The crazy veBse) with her 
gaping wonudfl was scarcely ahle to traiisport the crew 
across the stormy waters of the Atlantic, Dut the retom 
TOjnge, which was rendered ahaolntely neceasBry, was 
fortunately accompliahed safely. 

I shall now K<Te a condse sommaiy of Captain Sir 
Georee Back's Arctic gerrices, so as to present it more 
rea^y to the reader. 

In 1818 he was Admiralty Mate on hoard the Tivnt, 
Tinder Franlclin. In 1819 he again accompanied him on 
iis first overland journey, and was with bun in all those 
perilons snfieringB which are elsewhere narrated. He 
was also as a iUent^nant with Franklin on his second 
journey in 1S26. Having been in the internal promoted 
to the rank of Conunander, he proceeded, in 1838, accom- 
panied by Dr. King and a party, through Morthem Ame- 
rioa to the Polar &ea, in search of Captain John £osb. 
He was posted on the 30th of September, 1836, and 
appointed in the foUowing year to the command of the 
Terror, for a voyage of i^covery in Hudson's Bay. 

Mesbbb. Deasb ahs Simfsob'b Dibcotebtqs. 

In 1836 the Hudson's Bajf Company resolved upon 
undertalring the completion oi the survey of the northern 
coast of their territeries, forming tlie ahores of Arctic 
America, and small portions of which were left unde- 
termined between tlie discoveries of Captains Back and 
Franklin. 

They commissioned to this task two of their officers, 
Mr. Thomas Simpson and Mr. Peter "Warren Dease, who 
were sent oat with a party of twelve men from the 
company's chief fort, with proper aids and appUances. 
Descendinp the Mackenzie to tiie sea, they reached and 
surveyed m July, 1837, tie remainder of the western 

Suit of the coast left uneiamined by Franklin in 1825, 
fom his Return Beef to Cape Barrow, where the 
Blostom'aboAtB tamed back. 

Proceeding on from Eetum Beef two new rivers were 
discovered — the Garry and the Colville ; the latter more 
than a thousand miles in length. Although it was the 
heiffht of snmmer, tlie ground was found nvaen several 
inches below the surface, the spray froze on the oara 
and rigging of their boats, and the ice lay smooth and 
sohd in tho baya, as in the depth of winter. 
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On tJie 4tli <^ Ansnrir hairing left tk« boats uid pio- 
oaeded on ^ Lutd, Mr. SimiwoiL anived at Ekoa Baj, 
which pmntldeulesaatElsoD h&dEeacbedi& thef^fonT* 
htxge m 1826. 

Tiie party new retomed to viat« at F(»t Ccmfideoce, 
oa CiTBat Bent Lake, whesee thej were inatincted to 
prosecute their Bearch to the eastward aei:t seaaoo, aod 
ta commonicate if poiriUe with Sir Get^e Back'» expe- 

They left their winter cmarters on the 6th <A June, 1838. 
and deacended Desse's Sirer. They fonnd the Copper- 
xiine Biver much swollen by floods, niid eneumbered with 
moaaea of floatitig ice. The rapids they bad to pass were 
Tety jmrikMu, as may be inieired mm the ftdlowio;; 
Hiapfac deacription : — 

"We had to pull for our lirea to keep oat of the aactitHi 
of the precipices, alon^ whose base the breakers raged and 
foamed with OTerwhdmng fiiry. StortJy before BOOft, we 
came in sight (£ Escape Eapid of Fraoktin ; and a glasce at 
the overhaji^ui^ dtSs told us that there waa no altematire 
but toroadown withfullea:^. In an instant," eontiauBa 
Mr. Simpson, " we were- in the vortex ; and before we 
were awafe, my boat was borne towards an isolated rock, 
which the boiling sarge almoBt concealed. To clear it 
on the outside was no longer possible ; our only chance 
of safety was to run between it and the lo%- eaafcmi eliff. 
The WOTd was passed, and every tneath was hushed. A 
streBm which dashed down upon oi oscr the brow of 
the precipice more tlum 100 feet in height, mingled 
with the spray that whirled imwords &om the rapid, 
forming a temfic shower-bath. The paas was about ei^t 
feet wide, and the error of a aisf^le foot on either aide 
would have been instant destzvistion. Aa, goided by 
Sinclair's consummate skill, the boat shot saiely through 
thoae jawBof death, ui inTolnntaiT cheer arose. Our next 
impulse was to turn round to view the fate of oar c(mL- 
radea behind. They had profited by the peril we incurred, 
and kept without the treachenma rack in time." 

On ^ Ist of Jvij they reached the sea, aial encamped 
at the month of the river, wheie they waited for the 
- tnenisg of the iee till the 17th. They doubled Cape 
Ibrrow, tme of the nortbem poiste of BaChsrst'a Inlet, on 
the 29di, bat were prevented eroBKOg the inlet [^ the 
oootinnity of the iee, and obliged to moke a circuit of 
nearly 1^ miles by Arctic Sound. 

Some veiT pore speoimens of copper ore were found rat 
one of the Sarry Islands. After doubling Cape Flinders 
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on the 9th of Anguat, the boAts were arrested hj the ice 
in, a little bay to ■whicii the name of Boat-haren waa rirBo, 
gitnate abont tliree milea froia Fnmkliii'B fartheat. Here 
the boata iinf^ered for the best part of a month in att«r 
hopelesenesB. Mr. Simpson pnHhBd on therefore on the 
30th, with tn exploring portj of aevejx men, proviHioned 
for ten d»jB. On the first 'day th#T passed Point Tum- 
a?ain, the linut of EranMin's surrey m 1821. On the 23rd 
they had reached an elevated cape, with land apparently 
closing all round to the northward, so that it waa feared 
they mi only been traversing the coast of a hnga bar. 
Bat the perserRWiae of the adrentarouB explorer waa fully 
tewBrded. 

""With bitter disappointment," writes Mr. Simpson, "I 
ascended the height, from whence a vast and Bplendid 
proepeot b«rst suddenly Ti-pott. me. The sea, as if trans- 
formed by mchantment, roUed its free waves at my feet, 
and beyond the reach of vision to the eastward. Islands 
of various sli^>e and siie crverapread its surface ; and the 
northern land terminated to the eye in a b<dd and lofty 
cape, bearing east-northeast, thirty or forty miles distant, 
while th» eoslineataj coast trended awav soath-east. I 
stood, in £u^, on a remarkable headkno, at the eastern 
outlet of an ice-obstruct^ strait. On the extensive land 
to the nort&ward I bestowed the name of our most 
gracious sovereifn Queen Vietoria. Its eastern visible 
extremity I called Cape Pelly, in compliment to the 
governor of the Hudson a Bay Company." 

Having reached the limits which pmdence dictated in 
the face of the long jonmey back to the boats, many of 
his men too being lame, Mr. Simpson retraced his steps, 
and the parly reached Boat-haren on the 29th of Angnst, 
having tncad nearly 140 nulea of new coast. The ooaia 
were cnt ont of their icy prison, and commenced their 
re-ascent of the Coppermine on the 3rd of Sep>tember. 
At its jonctioD with the EendalBiver they left their boats, 
and, shouldering their packs, traversed the Barren 
Grmmds, and arrived at meir residence on the lake by 
the 14th of September. 

The following season tieso petsevering eiplorere com- 
menced their uiird voyage. They reached tlie Bloody 
Fall on the 32nd of June, 1839, and occupied themselves 
for a week in careiuUy examining Bichardson's Biver, 
which was discovered in the previous year, and discharges 
itself in the head of Back's Inlet. On the 3rd of July 
they reached Cape Barrow, and from its rocky heights 
were surprised to observe Coronation Gulf almost clear 
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of ice, while on their former rait it could have been 
crossed on foot. 

Thej were at Cape 'Frunlrlm a month earlier than Mr. 
Simpson reached it on foot the previonii year, and doubled 
Cape Alexajider, the northernmost cape in this quarter, 
on the 28th of Jniy, after encooatering a violent gale. 
They coasted the huge bay extending for about nine 
degrees eaatward from this point, being favoured with, 
clear weather, and protected oj the vanous ialanda they 
met from the cniBhing atate of the ice drifted from 
seaward. 

On the 10th of Augnrt they opened a strait about ten 
miles wide at each extremity, but DHrrowiug' to four or 
five miles in the centre. This strait, which divides the 
main land from Boothia, hoa been called Simpson's Strait. 

On the ISth of August ther had passed Bdchaidson's 
Point and donbled Point Ogle, the farthest point of 
Back's journey in 1834. 

By the 16th thej hod reached Montreal Island in Back's 
Estu^y, where they found a deposit of provisions which 
Captain Back had left there that day five years. The 
pemmican was nn£t for use, but out of several pounds 
of chocolate half decayed the men contrived to pick 
sufficient to make a kettleiiil of acceptable drink in honour 
of the oecaaion. There were also a tin case and a few 
fish-hooks, of which, observes Mr. Simpson, "Mr. Dease 
and I took posaeasion, aa memorials of our having break- 
fasted on the very spot where the tent of our gallant, 
though less successful precursor stood that very &j five 
years before." 

By the 20th of August they had reached as f^ as Aber- 
deen Island to the eastward, from which they had a view 
of an apparently laif^e gulf, corresponding with that 
which had been so correctly described to Parry by the 
intelligent Esquimaux female as Akkolee. 

From a moontainous ridge about three miles inland a 
view of land in the north-east was obtained, supposed to be 
one of the aouHiem promontories of Boothia. Hieh 
and distant islands stretching irom E. to E.N.E. (probaWy 
some in Committee Bay) were seen, and two conaiderabfe 
ones were noted far out in the offing. Bemembering 
the lei^th and difficulty of their return route, the 
explorers now retraced their steps. On tbeir return 
voyage they traced sixty miles of the south coast of 
Boo^a, where at one tune they were not more thaa 
ninety miles from the site of the m^netic polo, aa deter- 
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Diiiiect t)T Captam Sir James C. Eoss. On tlie 25tli of 
AwpiBt mev erected a, high caim at their farthest point, 
near Cape Herachel. 

About 160 miles of the high, bold shores of Victoria 
Land, hb far as Cape Parry, were aha examined ; Wel- 
lington, Cambridge, and £jron Bays being anrreyed and 
accurately laid £>wa. They then stretched across Coro- 
nation Golf, and re-entered the Coppermine Mver on the 
16th of Seirtember. 

AbaQdonini; here one of their boats, with the remains 
of their nseleas stores and other articles not required, 
they aaoended the river sad reached Fort Confidence on 
the 24th of September, alter one of the longest and most 
succeasful boat Toyages ever performed on vae Polar Sea, 
having trareraed more than 1600 milea of aea. 

In 1838, before the intelligence of thia last trip had 
been received, Mr. Simpaon was presented by the Soyal 
Geographical Society of London with the Fonnder'a Gold 
Medal, for discovering and tracing in 1837 and 1833 about 
300 miles of the Arctic ahores ; Irat the voyage which I 
have just recorded has added greatlj^ to the Luirels which 
he ana his bold companions have achieved. 

Sb. John IUb's Lufo Exfbsition, 1846 — 1847. 
ALTHoiraH a little out of its chronological order, I give 
Sr. Eae's exploring trip before I proceed to notice Fruik- 
lin's last voyage, and the different relief expeditions that 
have been sent oat during the paattwo years. 

In 1S4(! the Sudson's Company despatched an e^e- 
dition of thirteen persons, under the command of Dr. 
John Bae, for the pnrpoBB of surveying the imexplored 
portion of the Arctic coast at the north-eastern angle of 
the American continent between Dease and Simpson's 
farthest, and the Strait of the Fury and Heda. 

Tho expedition left Fort Churdiill, in Hudson's Bay, 
on the 5th of Jo^i 1846, and returned in safety to Yorlc 
Factory on the 6th of September in the foUowing year, 
after lu,ving, by travelling over the ioe and snow in the 

Siring, traced the coast all the way &om the Lord Mayor's 
ay of Sir John Boss to within eight or ten miles of the 
Fury and Hecla Strait, thus proving that eminent navi* 
gator to have been conect in stating Boothia to be a 
peninBiila. 

On the 15th of July the boats £rst fell in with the 
ke, about ten miles nortb of Cape Fullerton, and it wu 



ISS PBOOBiss OF ixanc oiscotbbt. 

to hesrj and cloael j packed that they ' vrere obliged ta 
take shelter in a deep and oarrow inlet tkat opK>Tbj.nelf 
presented itself, wliere they were closed np two days. 

On the 22nd the party reacted the mott southerly 
--„gf ■W'sgerSiver or Bay, bat were detained th!e 



iLe rate of ei^t sules an hour, forcing up the ice and 
^mding it against the rocks with a noise like thunder. 
On the night of the 24th the boats anchored at the head 
of Bepulse Bay. The following day they anchored is 
Oibson'a Cove, on the banks- of which they met with a 
mull party of Esqoiaiaiiz ; geveral of the women wore 
beads round their wriata, which they had obtained irom 
Captain FaDy's ships when at Irloolik and Wintee 
Island. Bat ther had seithn heard nor seen anything 
of Sir John Frsiudin. 

Zjeazning inxa a chart drawn by one of the natiyeg, 
that the isthmos of Helville Peninsula was <Hily about 
brty miles ncroBS, and that of this, owing to< a nomber of 
large lakes, bnt fire miles of land would have to b« 
passed over. Dr. £ae determined to make his way orep 
this neck in preference to proceeding by Fox's Channel 
through the Pury and Keels. Strait. 

One boat was therefore laid up with her cargo in security, 
and with the othev th« psrty set out, assisted bj tihree 
Ssquimanx. After t rave rsin g aereral lai^ l^es, and 
crossing otbt tax " pertages," on the 2bA of Auguit they got 
into the salt water, in Conmiittee Bay, bat being able to 
make but little progress to the north-west, in consequence 
of heavy galea and closely packed ice, he returned to his 
starting point, and made preparationB for wintering, it being 
found impossible to proceed with the survey at &at time. 
The other boat was brought across the isthmus, and oil 
hands were set to work in Tnalring preparations for a long 
and cold winter. 

As no wood was to be had, atones were c<dlected to 
build a house, which was £niahed by the ^d of September. 
Its dimensions were twenty feet hj fbnrteen, and about 
eight feet high. The roof waa formed of oil-cloths and 
morse-skin coverings, the masts and oars of the boats 
serving as raften, while the door was made of parehmest 
skins stretched over a wooden &ame. 

The deer had already commenoed migrating southward, 
but whenever he had teisare. Dr. Bae shouldered his rifle, 
and had fre^ently good success, shooting on me day 
seven deer within two miles of their encampment 



DB. tOBS KU^S LiSD EXFEDtTtOK, 139 

Oatke 16ih of October, the theimometer fell to zero, 
«ad the mtter part of tlw reindeer Iisd passed ; bat the 
party had hj this time shot 130, and dnting the remainda 
of October, and in November, thirtr-two more were kilted, 
Bo that witli 200 pastndgeB and a fmr Balmcm, tlieir etum- 
boilt larder was pretty well eCocfced. 

Sufficient fu^l had 'oeen collected to last, with eeottomr, 
for oooldag, imtil the Bpring ; and a eonpla of aeala whiuk 
had been riiot produced o^ encash lor their lamps. By 
seta set in the Ucee nnder the lee, a few salmon were 
alao caa^tt. 

AilerpawBnff ft very atormy wmtep, with the t emp er ature 
occasiouBllj 47^ below freeamg point, and oftra an allow- 
ance of but one meal a day, towards the end of February 
prepBTKtioita ibr reflnming- their Burveys- in ihe Hpring- 
weremade. Sleds, similar to those need by the nstires, were 
constructed. lathe beginningofMareh&ereindeetlH^BO 
to mimte northward, bat were vary shy. One waa shot on 
the llth. Dr. Bae set ovt on the 6th of April, ID company 
with tiuwemen and two Eaqmmanx at iDtenweters, theu- 
proTiai(»B Hid bedi£i^ bon^ drawn on sleds by foor do^. 
If othine worthy c^ notice occurs in this exploratory trip. 
till on the 18th Bae came in sij^ht of Lord Mayor's Bay, and 
the fronp of islands with whiui it is studded. Tba iethmos 
which connects the land to the northward with Boothia, 
he found to be only about a mile broad. On their return 
the party fortonately fell in with fonr Esaniinanx, from 
whom ther obtained a quantitv of se^'s bluboer for fuel ani 
dogs' food, and soma ot the flcBh and blood for their own 
use, enough to maintain them for six days on half allowance. 

All the party were more or less affected with snow 
blindness, bat arrived at their winter qoart^^ in Bepulse 
Bay on the Gth of May, all safe and well, but as black as 
negroes,, hoot the combined eS'eets of frost-bites and oil 

On the evening of the 13th May, Dr. Eae again started 
with a diosen party of four men, to traoe the west shore 
of Melfilte Peninsola. Each of the men carried about 
70 11». weight. 

Being nnable to obtain a drop of w&ter of natnre'g thaw- 
ing, ana fuel being rather a scarce article, they were 
obliged to take ssuul kettles of snow under tile bianlieta 
with them, to thaw by the heat of the body. 

Having readied to about a»° 42' N. lat., and 86° 8' 
long., and their provisions being nearly exhausted, they 
were oUiged, much to their disappointment, to turn back. 
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when only within a few miles of the Hecla and Fuiy Strait. 
Barlj on the morning of the 30th of Ma^ , the party Brriyed 
At their BDOw hnt on Cape Thomas Smipson. The men 
they had left there were well, but very ttiin, as they had 
neither canght nor shot anything eatable, except two 
marmotg, and they were preparing to cook a piece of parch- 
ment skin for their lupper. 

" Our journey," bsjb Dr. Eae, " hitherto had been the 
most fatiguing I had ever experienced; the serere exercise, 
with a limited allowance of food, had reduced die whole 
party very much. Howerer, we marched merrily on, 
tightaoing our belts, — mine came in six inohes, — the men 
Towing that when they got on full allowance, they would 
make up for lost time. ' 

On the morning of the 9th of June, they arrired at their 
encampment in Sepulse Bay, after being absent twenty- 
seven days. The whole par^ then set active^ to work 
procuring food, colleotine fuel, and preparing the boats 
lor sea ; and the ice in t£e bay having broken up on the 
11th of Angnat, on the 12th they left their dreary wint«r 
quarters, and after encountering head winds and stormy 
weather, reached Churchill Biver on the 31st of August. 

A gratui^ of 4001. was awarded to Mr. lUe, by the 
Hudson's Kiy Company, for the important sernces he had 
thus rendered to the cause of science. 

CiPTAiK Sib John Fbankiik's List Exfosirioir, 
1S4S— 1S54. 
Ts4TSir JolmFranklin,nownearly 9 years absent, is alive, 
we dare not affirm; but that hia ships should be so utterly 
annihilated that no trace of them can be discovered, or if 
they have been so entirely lost, that not a single life diould 
have been saved to relate the disaster, and tnat no traces 
of the crew or vessels should have been met with bv the 
Esquimaux, or the exploring parties who have visltea and 
investii'ated those coasts, and bays, and inlets to so con- 
aiderable an estent, ia a most extraordinary circumstance. 
It is the general behef of those officers who have served in 
the former Arctic Mpeditions, that whatever accident may 
have befallen the Erebat and Terror, they cannot wholly 
have disappeared from those seas, and that some traces of 
their fate, if not some living remnant of their crews, must 
eventually reward the search of the dihgent investigator. 
It is possible that they may be found in quarters the 
least expected. There is still reason, then, for hope, and 
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for the great and honourable exertions which that diriiie 
spark in the soul has prompted and etill keeps ahve. 

" There is Hometliiig-," aaya the Aiheiuetim, "mteaaelr 
interesting in the picture of those dreary aeae amid whose' 
Btrange and unspeakable solitudes ourlostoonntrymen are, 
or have been, somewhere imprisoned for so many years, 
swarming with the human life that is risked to set them 
free. Ho hunt was ever so eiciting — so full of a wild 
gruideur and a profound pathos — as that which has jnst 
aroused fJie Arctic echoes ; that wherein their brotWs 
and companions have been beating for the track bj which 
they may rescue the lost marmers from the icy grasp of 
the Grenius of the Nortlt. Fancy these men in their ada- 
mantine prison, wherever it mar be, — chained up by the 
Polar Spirit whom they had dared, — lingering through 
years of cold and darkness on the stinted ration tlut 
scarcely feeds the blood, and the feeble hope that scarcely 
eoatains the heart, — and then imagine the rush of emo- 
tions to greet the first cry from that wild hunting-ground 
which should reach their ears ! Throngh many summen 
has that cry been hst«ned for, no doubt. Something like 
on expectation of the rescue which it should announce has 
revived with each returning season of comparative light, to 
die of its own baffled intensity as the long dark months 
once more settled down upon their dreary prisonhouae. — 
There is scarcely a doubt that the track being now struck, 
these long pining hearts may be traced to their lair. But 
what to tne anxious questioning which has year by year 
gone forth in search of their fate, will be the answer now 
revealed P The trail is fonnd,— hut what of the weary 
feet that made itP We are not willing needlessly to 
alarm the pubhc sympathies, which have been so gene- 
rously stirred on behalf of the missing men, — but we are 
bound to warn our readers against too sanguine an enter- 
tainment of the hope which the tlrst tidings of the recent 
discovery is calculated to suggest. It is scarcely possible 
that the provisions which were sufficient for three years, 
and adaptable for four, caa by any economy whidi im- 
phes lees than starvation have been spread over nine,— and 
scarcely probable that they can have been made to do so 
by the help of any accidents which the place of confine- 
ment supplied. We cannot hear of this sudden discovery 
of traces of the vanished crews as living men, without a 
wish which comes like a pai^g that it had been two years 
ago — or even last year. It makes the heart sore to think 
l^w close relief may have been to iheir hiding-place in 
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fbritter j»ara — when it tDmed away. There ie BOtrctHf 
reason to doubt that had the present oinnmiEtanoee of the 
march occurred two yeaw ago — ^la«t year perhtpe— the 
wanderers wonld have been restored. Ajiothn- year 
makes a ftightftil differenoe in the odds: — and we do not 
think the public will erer feel satisfied witii what haa been 
done in this matter if the oracle so long questioned, and 
silent so lon^, shall speak at last — and the answer shtjl be^ 
•Itis tQohite.'" 

In the proHBciitioa <rfthe noble enterprise on whidi all 
eyes are now tamed, it is not merely scientific research 
and geographical diacorery that are at present occupying 
the attention of the connnanders of vessels sent out ; the 
lives of human beings are at stake, and above all, the lives 
of men who hare nobly perilled everything in the cause of 
national — nay, of universal progress and knowledge ; — of 
men who have evinced on this and other expeditions the 
most dauntless bravery that any men can evince. Who 
can think of the probable fate of these gallant adventnrers 
without a shndderP 

Alas ! how truthfully has Montgomery depicted Hts 
fatal imprisDnment of vessek in these regions^— 

Tbera lies > vessel in that mlm Otfntt, 

Not wrecked, not stranded, yet ftir em lost i 

Its keel embedded in the »lid nutHs i 

Its glistening sails sppear expanded glass ; 

The tfansTene roru with peaHs enarmonB stnmg. 

The yards with idolet grotetqnely hung. 

Wrapt in the Uipmut thniuds there nsia a har. 

His old Bea-&ring fathers only Joy j 

Sprang trom a race or rorers. ocean born. 

Vnrwd at the helm, he trod dry land with floom i 

Through ftnrscore yean from port to port he veer^ 

Quicksand, nor rock, nor foe, nor tempest fear'dt 

Now cast aahore. thougli like a hulk he lie. 

His son at aea is erer in his eye. 



JTenreri 




Ho>7 Me 




's career, how strange hii lot 


Wrifliedi 


roimd the 




Him shai: 


1 no worn 


1 deronr. no Tulture tear. 



Though empires change, till time and tide he part. 
Mom shall retnm. and noOD, and ere, and iiIgM 
Ueet here vith interchanging ihade and Ugbt : 
But from that barque no timber shnll decay. 
Of these cold forms no feature pass away; 
rerennlal Ice around Ui' encrusted bow. 
The peapled.deck, and futl-rlgg'd mast) shall gigw 
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A9 ill pure amber with divergent lioea. 
A rugged shell embossed with ie»-wee<t, sliines. 
From age lo age iDcreaaed with unnual anew, 
This new Hcnt Blanc among tlie doBds ma}' glow, 
Wboiie coiii6 pea^ Uiat earliest greets the drnWD, 
Ancl latest from the aun^a shut tje wlUidjaAiu 
S''>11 Irom tlic Zenith, tliroogb iucombeiit glDom, 
Bum like a lump upon thia naval tomb. 
Bat when th' archaagd'a trumpet aoonda on high. 
The pile shall buret to stuns thnngh the ekj. 
And leave its dead, upstarting at the call. 
Naked and pale-, t^fore the Judge of all. 

All who tead tWae pages will, I am eaxe, feel the deepeet 
sympathy and admiratioa of tie seal, perseverance, and 
conjugal affection dispkyed in the noole and untiring 
efforts of Lady Franklin to relieye or to discoTer the fate 
of her distiugnisbed hnsband and tlie gallant party imder 
his oominand, despite the difficoltiee, disaftpoiDtments, and 
heart-aickeniug "nope deferred" with wnich these efforts 
have been attended. All men mnat feel a hvely interest in. 
the fate of these bold men, and be most desirous to con- 
tribute towards their restoration to their conntry and their 
homes. The name of the present Lady Franklin is as 
" familiar &a ahousehold word" in erery bosom in England ; 
she is alike the object of our admiration, onr sympathy, 
our hopes, and our prayers. Ifay, her name and that of 
her husband is brMtliJed in prayer in many lands — and, 
oh ! how e&rnest, bow zealous, how conrag^eoos, hare been 
her efforts to find and relieve her husband, for, like Ses- 
demona. 



How has she traveraed from port to port, bidding " God 
speed their mission " to each pobhc and private slup going 
forth on the noble errand of merc^ — how freely and 
p^smptly has she contributed to their comforts. Hoir 
Las shewatdied each arrival from the north, scanned each 
stray paragraph of news, hniried to the Admiralty on each 
rumour, and kept up with unremitting labour a volumi- 
nous correspondence with all the quarters of the globe, 
fondly wishing that she had the wings of the dove, that 
she might flee away, and be with him from whom Heaven 
has seen fit to separate her so long. 

An American poet well depicts her seutimeats in th» 
following lines :— 
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LADY FHAMKLnra APPEAL TO THE M 

Oh, when, 017 Iodk loitniDe ! art thoa, 
■JtUd Arnlia leu imd wlntiy iklea? 

Deep, Polar nigUt i> on me now, 
And Hope, iong wrecked, but meets mj 

I ftm like thee I from (tozen pliica 



TbU nw, ye Mortbera wtadi 1 th«l eweep 
Down from the nyleu, doikjr day— 

Where ye have borne, snd nbere ye iLeep, 
lly well-bdored within your sway ; 

Tell me, when next ye wildly bear 



Tell me. ye Polar seas I that roll 

From Ice-boond ahore to sunny iele — 
Tell me, when nest ye leaTe tho Pole, 

Where ye have chained my lord the while! 
On the bleak Northein cllffi wait 

With tear-pained eyes to see ye oome 1 
Will ye not lell me, ere too UtB? 

Or will ye Dwck while I am dumb t 

Tell me, oh tell me, mountain witbi: 

Whence hsTe ye leaped and Bpnioe to-day I 

Hale ye passed o'er their Bleeping grares 
That ye rosh wildly on your way? 

Down to the eiree within the deep ? 
Ohi bring some token to my view 
That ye my loved one safe will keep ! 

Canst thon not tE^lI me. Polar Star: 

WTiere in the frozen waate he kneels? 
And on the icy plalnn n&r 

Uia love to God and me reteala? 
Wilt thou not Bend one blighter ray 

To my lone heart and aching eye f 
Wilt thon not torn my night to day, 

And waire my spirit ere I die ? 

Tell me, oh dreary Northl for now 

Hy eonl is lite thine Antlo lone 1 
Beneath the darkened eUeB I liow, 

Or ride the itormy eea alone I 
leU me of my beloVedl for I 

Know not a ray my loid with^ ! 
Oh, tell n)x, that I may not die _, 

A wiTOwer on (he ge» of dooMt L^OOglc 
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In tie early part of 1849 Sir E. Parry Btated, that 
ia ofiering Ma opuuoQB, he did bo imder a deep lense of 
the ansioDS una even paiu^ responsibility, hoth bb re- 
garded ^e risk of life, as well as the inferior consideration 
of eipense involved in further attempts to rescue our gal- 
lant countrymen, or at least the Burnving portion of them, 
from their perilous poaition. 

But it was his dehberate conviction that the time had 
not yet arrived whe» the attempt ought to he given op aa 
hopeless ; the further efforts making might also be the 
means of determining their fate, ana whether it pleased 
God to give success to those efforts or not, the Lords of 
the Admirnlf^, and the country at large, would hereafter 
be better satisfied to have followed np the notjle attempts 
already made, so long as the most distant hope remains of 
ultimate success. 

In the absence of authentic information of the fate of 
the gallant band of adventurers, it was well observed, that . 
the terra tneogniia of the northern coast of Arctic America 
would not only be traced, but minutely aurreyed, and the 
solution of the problem of centuries engage the marked 
attention of the House of Commons and the legislative 
assemblies of other parts of the world. Official ana private 
enterprise have achieved all that was desired. Not only 
have most important geographical discoveries been made, 
new bays,islands, channels, sounds and inlets been laid down 
on our maps, reflecting credit on the indnatry, energy and 
perseverance of Eughshmen, but, what is more important 
still, manr clues of the link guiding us to the oltinuite 
fate of tne missing Arctic voyagers hare been found. 
Fnfortnnately the track has been struck too late to be 
of use towaras recovering any Hving, but the tidiiu[a of 
the dead are of national and individual importance. Even 
if they reopen sorrow in many a mourning breast, any 
intelligence, however sad, is better than incertitude and 
ignorance. We like to know the worst, and there ig evKi 
consolation in knowing when and how they died. 

Capt. Sir James Soss having returned sncceesM from 
his A^ntarctic expedition in the closeof the preceding year, 
in the spring of 1S45, the Lords Commissioners of tiie 
Admiralty, upon the recommendation of Sir John Barrow, 
determined on sending out another expedition to the 
North Pole. 

Acoordinsly the command was given to Sir John 
Franklin, wno re-commissioned the Erebus and Terror, the 
two vessels which had just returned from the South Polar 
Seas. The expedition sailed from SlieemeH on the 26lh 
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of iiaj, 1845. Tbe following wen Qte offioen belonging to- 



Ciptwn— Sir Jolin Franklin, K.C.H. 

Comnuuider— James Fitsjamefl (Capt.) 

Lieutenants— Graliam GJore (Commander), Henry T. D. 

Le Tetconte, James WiUiam Fairbolme. 
ilatoB— CbBH. F. des V»ui (Lieat.), Bobert O. Sergeaat 

(Lieut.) 
Seoond Muter— Henij F. CcJlini. 
Sniveon— Stephen S. Stanley. 
ABsatant-Snrgeon— Harry D. S. Goodair (acting). 
Paynutfter ai^ Porsei — Chas. H. Oamer. 
loe^master — JamM !Reid, acting. 
SS Pettjr Officers, Seamen, &c. 

Fall ocouplement, 70. 



Caplwn— Fras, B. M. Oozier. 

LieotenantB— Edward lattle (Commander), Geo, H. 
Hodgson, John Irving. 

MatM— Frederick J. Hornby (Lieut.), Kobert Thoma» 
(Lieutj 

Ice-master— T. Blanky (acting). 

Second Master— G. A. Musbean. 

SuTveon — John S. Poddie. 

Aasistant-Snrgoon— Alexander McDonald. 

Clerk in ChBrj;e— Edwin J. H. Helpman. 

57 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c 

Fall complement, 68. 

Thoee officers whose rank is within parenthesis were 
promoted during their absence. 

The following is an outline of Capt. Franklin's Bertioe* 
M recorded in O'Bjme'B Naval Bioffraphy : — 

Sir John Frantlin, Et., E.B.G., K.C.H., D.C.L., 
F.fi.8., was bOTn in 1786 at Spileby, in Lincolmhire, and 
is brother of the late Sir W. iWklin, £t.. Chief Justic» 
of Madras. He entered the navy in October, 1800, as » 
boy on board the Polj/phemue, 64, Captain John Lawford. 
under whom he lerred as midahipman in &.o action off 
Copenhagen, 2nd of April, 1801. He then sailed with 
Captain Flinders in H.M. sloop Investigator on a TOyage 
of ditcorery to New HoUand, joining there the armed 
store-ship Porpoise i he was wrecked on a eoral reef near 
Cato Bank oo the 17th of Aogost, 18(». I ilutU not 
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jbllow bim duoneli nil his sntMsqiieitt period of actire 
naval aerrice, in irhich lie digplByed contpicnoiu zeal and 
actiritj. But we find bim taJcmg part at the battle of 
Traf^ar, on tb« 21at of October, 1805, on board the 
Selterophon, where he waa signal midHlupman, Sa was 
confirmed as Lieutenant on board the Bedford, 74, 11th. 
of FebruaiT, 1808, and he then eicorted the royal family 
of Portngu fimn Lisbon to South America. He was 
engaged in Tery ardooiu Berrices during; the expeditioa 
agaioBt New Orleana in the close of 1814, and was slightly 
wounded in boat Mirice, and for his brilliant aerrices on 
this occasicm waa waimlr and ofBoially recommended for 
prconotion. On the 14th of Janoary, 1818, he aMnmed 
command of the hired brig 2Vrn^inwhich he accompanied 
Captain D. Buchan, of the Dorothea, on the perilons 
TOyaee of discorery to the nei|[hboarhood of SmtEDereen, 
which I hare fiilly recorded els0where. In April, 1819, 
having paid off the Trmit in the preceding Norember, he 
was inreated with the condact of an expedition destined 
to proceed orwland &om the shorea of Hndaon's Bay, for 
the purpoae more paittonlatlj of ascertaining the actual 
position of the mouth of the Coppermme Barer, and the 
exact trending of the ihoiea of the Polar Sea ix> the east- 
ward of that river. 

The details oi thia fearful undertaking, which endured . 
until the lununer of 1822, and in the course o! which he 
reached as far as Foiat Tumagain, in latitude 68° 19' TS, 
and longitude 108° 25' W., and effected a jonmey alto- 
gether of 65SO miles. Captain Franklin has ably set forth 
in his " iN'arratire of a Jonraey to the Shores of the Polar 
Sea in the Years 1819-22," and which I have abridged in 
preceding pages. He waa promoted to the rank of Com- 
mander on the let of January, 1821, and reached his post 
rank on the 20th of Norember, 1822. On the leth of 
f ebmaiT. 1S25, this energetic officer again left England 
on anotfler eipeditiou to the Froaen Begions, having fpt 
its object a co-operation with Captains F. W. Bcechey 
and W . E. Parry, in aaoertaintng mta oppoute qnarters 
the esiat^ioe of a sorth-weet possa^ The leanlts of this 
miemon will be fi»nd in detail m Captain Franklin's 
" Narrative of a Second £xp«dition to tiie Sbcwes of the 
Polar Sea in 1825-7." 

On bia return to En^ond, where he arrived on the Sfth 
of Sept., 1827, Franklin was preMOtedby the Ge<«raphical 
Society of Paris with a %tAd medal valued at 1200 ftanee 
for having made the most important ac<|niKlions to re- 
gn^hiral kaowlec^ daring uie precethng year, and ( 
1.8 
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tiie 2dtli of April, 1829, he received tbe hononr of knight* 
hood, besides being awarded in Jnly following the Oxford 
d^ee of a D.C.L. 

rrom 1830 to 1834 he was in actire serrioe in command 
of H.M.S. Ramboio on the Mediterranean station, and 
for liiB eiertioDS during that period as oonneotcd witji the 
tronblea in Greece, was presented with the order of the 
Eedeemer of Greece. Sir John was created a CC.3. on 
the asth of January, 1836, and was for some time GoTemcff 
of Tan Diemeu'B Land. He married, on the 16th c^ 
Aiigmt, 1823, Eleanor Anne, yonngwt danghtor of "W. 
Poraen, Esq., architect, of Bemen Street, Londtm, and 
secondly, on the 6th of November, 1828, Jane, secCHid 
daughter of John Griffin, Esq., of Bedford Place. 

Captain Crozier was in all FEirry's expeditions, having 
been midshipman in the Fary in 1821, m the Seela in 
1824, went out as a Lieutenant in the Hecla with Parry 
on his boat expedition to the Pole in 1827, volunteered in 
1836 to go out in search of the missing whalers and their 
crews to Davis Straits, was made a Captain in 1841, and 
waa second in conunand of tiie Antarctio expedition under 
Sir James Sioss, and on his retnm appointed to the Terror 
as second in comnumd under Franklin, 

lieutenant Gore served as a mate in the last fearful 
voyage of the Tarror, under Back, and was also with 
SosB in the Antarotic expedition. He has attained his 
conunander's rank during his absence. 

Lieutenant Fairhohne was in the Niger expedition. 

Lieutenant Little has also been promoted during his 
absence, and so hare all the matet. 

Commander Eitzjames is a brave and gallant officer who 
has seen much service in the Eaat, and Has attained to his 
post rank since his departure. 

The Terror, it may be remembered, is tbe vessel in 
which Captain Sir G. Back made his perilous attempt to 
reach Bepulae Bar in 1836. 

The iEreimt and T^for were not ezpeoted home nnlen 
enocess had early rewarded their efforts, or some casualty 
hastened their return, before the dose of 1847, nor were anj 
tidings anticipated from them in tbe interval ; but when the 
antumn of 1847 arrived without any intelli^nce of the shipSt 
the attention of H.M. Government was i£reated to the ne- 
cessity of searohing for, and conveying relief to them, in 
case of their bein^ imprisoned in the ice, or wrecked, and 
in want of piovisiona and means of transport. 

For this purpose a searching expedition m three divisioiu 
was fitted out by the Government in the early put of 
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1848. The inTeBtigation was directed to three different 
qoBTters simnltaneonaly, \iz.: Ist, to that by which in 
esse of eacceea the Bmps voidd come out o> the Polar 

Sea, to the westward, or Behring's Strait. This conBiBted 
of a Bingle ehip, the Plover, commimded bj Captain 
Moore, which left England in the l&tter end of JannaFf 
for the purpose of entering Sehring'a Sti^t. It waa 
intended that Bhe should arriTe there in the month of Julj, 
and having looked oat for a winter harbour, she might send 
out her b(^t8 northward and eastward, in which directions 
the discovery Bhips, if Hnccesaful, wonld be met with. 
The Floner, however, in her firat season, never even 
approached the place of her destination, owing to her 
setting off too late, and to her bad sailing properties. 

Her sobseqnent proceedings, and thwe of her boats 
along the coast, will oe fonnd narrated in after pages. 

The second division of the expedition was one of boats, 
to einilore the coast of the Arctic Sea between the Mac- 
kenzie and CoppermiDe Hirers, or &om the 135th to the 
115th d egre e of W. longitude, together with the sooth 
coast of Wollaston Land, it being supposed, that if Sir 
John Franklin's party had been compelled to leave the 
ehips and take to their boats, thej wonld make for this 
cosst, whence they could reach the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany's posts. This party was placed under the command 
of the faithful Mend of Franklin and the companion of 
his former travels. Dr. Sir John Bichardson, who landed 
at 'Sev York in April, 181B, and hastened to join his men 
and boats, which were already in advance towarda the 
Arctic shore. He was, however, tmsnocessfnl in hiB 
search. 

The remaining and most importimt portion of ^ds 
searching expedition consisted of two snips under the 
command of Sir James Boss, which sailed in May, 1848, 
for the locality in which Franktin'a ships entered on their 
conrse of discovery, viz., the eastern side of Davis Straits. 
These did not, however, succeed, owing to the state of the 
ice, in getting into Lancaster Sonnd nntil the season for 
operations hvlnear^ closed. These ships vrintered in the 
neighbonrhood of Leopold Island, Eegent Inlet, and 
missing the store-ship sent out with pxiviaions and fnel, 
to enable them to atop out another year, were driven 
out through the Strait by the pack of*^ ice, and returned 
home unsuccessful. The sabseqoest eipeditiona conse- 

Suent upon the failure of the foregoing wul be found fully 
etailed and narrated in their proper order. 
Among the number of volontoerB for the service of ex- 
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SlorstioD, in Hu difiarent teaiahiixg expaditioiu, were tlw 
lUowinf^: — Mr. Cha*. B«id, lately oommaading the whal- 
ing ship Paci^, and brotW to the uw-maater on boaid 
the Erebu*, a mau of great experience and respectability. 

The S«T. Joseph Wolff, wlio went to Bokhaia in searai 
of Capt. (hnwllj and CoL Stoddart. 

iit. John UeLean, who bad passed twentr-five years aa 
an aSo«r and parlmer of the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
who has nMBtiy publiahed on iuterealing namtiTe of hia 
ezperienoe in the north-west regions. 

Di. Sichaid King, who Bocompaiiied Capt. Back in hia 
land jootney to the mouth of the Great fish Biver. 

Xiient. 8hBi«rd Osbom, Bijf., who Laa recently gono 
out in the Pioneer, tender to the Satolnta. 

CtanBiBttder f orsyth, E.N., who Tolimteered for bQ 
the expeditions, and was at last sent out by Lady Franklin 
in the PrinoeJMert. 

Dr. MoCormiok, S.N., who serred under Capt. Sir E. 
Parry, in the attempt to reach the North Pole, in 1827, 
who twice previoiuly volunteered his services in 1847. 

Capt. Sir John Boas, who sailed out in the FeUx, fitted 
out \j the Hudson's Bay Company, and by private sub- 
scriptions ; and numy others. 

Up to the year 1854 no intelligence of any kind hai 
been received respecting the expedition, and its iate if now 
exciting the moat ineense anxiety, not only on tlie part 
of theBritish govemment and public, bnt of the whole 
dvilized world. The maritime powers of Europe and tha 
United States are vying with each other as to who 
riiall be lie first to discover some trace of the miaajug 
navigators, and if they be still alive, to render them assist- 
anoe. The Hodson's Bay Costmny have, wi& a noble 
Hberaltty, placed all &eir available resonicee of men, pro 
visions, end the ■ervioea of their chief and most experienced 
tradere, at the disposal of Oorermnent. TbeBnssianantho- 
rities have also given every fadlity for diffusing infonn»- 
tion and affording assistance in their territories. 

In a letter from Sir John Franklin to CoL Babine, dated 
irom the Whale-Fish lalands, 9th of Jol^, 1846, tStet 
noticing that, including what thev had received from the 
tran^ort, which had aceompanied them so far, the Erebut 
and Terror had on board proviaioni, fuel, (jothing, and 
stores, for three years complete from that date, i. e. to 
July, 1B48 ; he continues as follows : — " I hope my dear 
wife and daughter will not be over-anxiouB if we should 
not return by the time they have fixed upon ; and I must 
beg <rf you to give tikem the benefit of your advioe and e^ 
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perience wlien that amreB, for yon know well, that eren 
after the second winter, withont Bucoesa in our object, we 
Ehoold ifiBh to try some other channel, if the state of our 
prorisions, and the health of the crews, jnstify it." 

Capt. Dannett, of the whaler, Prince of Wales, whilst in < 
MelTille Bay, last saw the Tessels of the expedition, moored 
to an iceberg, on the 26th of Jnly, in lat. 74° 48' N., long. 
€6° 13' W., waiting for a faronrable opening through tM 
middle ice from BafBn's Bay to Lancaster Sound. Capt. 
Dannett states that during three weeks, after parting c(an< 
pany with the ships, he experienced very fine weather, and 
thii^ ther wonla have made good progress. 

Lieat. Griffith, in conunand of the tranaport which ao- 
«ompanied them ont with prorisions to Baffin's Bar. rep<»t8 
that he left all hands well and in high spirits, lliey were 
then fnmished, he adds, with every species of janvisiona 
for three entire years, independently of Are bnUocks, and 
stores of eyeiy description for the same period, with abund- 
ance of fdeL 

The following is Sir John Franklin's official letter sent 
home by the tam^ort :— 

" Ser Majes^s Ship ' Erehns' 
" WltUe-JPiei Inlandt, 12lh if July, 1845. 

" I have the hononr to acquaint yon, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
her Majesty's ships Sh-ebus and T'erwr, with the transport, 
arrived at this anchorage on the 4tb instant, lumiig had a 
passage of one month from Slromness : the traasport was 
muneoiately taken alongside this ship, that she might be 
the more readily clear^ ; and we have been oonslAntly 
employed at that operation till last evening, the delay 
baving been cansed not so much in getting the stores 
transferred to either of tiie ships, as in makmg the best 
stowage of ihem below, as well as on the upper deck ; the 
ships are now complete with anpplies of every kind toe 
three years ; they are tiierefore veir deep; bnt, happily, 
we have no reason to espeot nmch sea as we proceed 
farther. 

" The magnetic instroments were landed the same morn- 
ing i HO also were the other instmmenta requisite for as- 
certaining the position of the observatory ; and it is satis- 
factory to find that the resnlta of the observations for 
latitnae and longitude accord very nearly with those 
aasi^ed to the same place by Sir Edward Parry : thoe 
for tiie dip and variation are equally satisfactory, whir 
were made by Captain Crozier with the i" ' 
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beloiising to tke 2%rnM*, and hj Conmumder FiUjamM 
witii uicee of the Erehue. 

"Ti\e ebips are now being ewimz, for the purpose of 
ucertoining the dip and deviation of the needle on board. 
as was done st Greenhithe, which, I tnut, will be com- 
pleted thia afternoon, and I hope to be able to Btdl in the 

"The governor and principal persons are at this time 
absent ^m Disco, so that I have not been able to receive 
anj conunnnicstion &om bead quarters as to the state ot 
the ice to the north ; I hare, however, learnt from a Danish 
carpenter in charge of the Esqaimauz at these islands, 
that though the winter was severe, the spring was not 
later than usual, nor was the ice later in breaMng awaj 
hereabout ; he Bupposes aUo that it is now loose as for as 
^4P latitude, end that onr prospect ia faronrable of getting 
across the barrier, and as lar as Lancaster Sound, without 
much obstruction. 

" The transport will beuI for England thia day. I shall 
instruct the agent, Lieutenant Griffiths, to proceed to 
Deptford, and report his arrival to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. I hare much satisfaction in bearing my testi> 
mony to the careiiil end zealous manner in which Lieut, 
Gri^ths has performed the service entmated to him, and 
would beg to recommend him, as an officer who appears to 
have seen much service, to the favourable consideration <^ 
their lordships. 

"It is unnecessary for me to asstire their lordshiM of 
the energy and zeal of Captain Crozier, Commander Fitz- 

Cnes, and of the officers and men with whom I have the 
ppiness of being employed on thia service. 
" I have, &c., 
(Signed) "John Fbanslin, Captain. 

"The Eight Hon. H. L. Corry, M,P." 
It has often been a matter of surprise that but one at 
the copper cylinders which Sir John Pranklin was in- 
Btxuotea to tlurow overboard at stated intervals, to record 
his progress, baa ever come to hand, but a recent sight of the 
solitary one which has been received proves to me uiat they 
are utterly nseleaa for the purpose. A small tube, about 
the size of an ordinary rocket-caae, is hardly ever likely 
to be observed among huge maaaea of ice, and the waves 
of the Atlantic and Paci^, unless drifted by accident on 
shore, or near some boat. The Admiralty have wiaelj 
ordered them to be rendered more conspicuous by being 
headed up in some cask or barrel, iustroctiona being iiiued 
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to Captain CollinBoii and other officers of the different ex~ 
peditiona to that effect. 

According to Sir John BJohardaon, who was on intimate 
terms with Sir John Franklin, his plant were to Bhape his 
course in the first instance for the neighhonrhood of Cape 
Walker, and to posh to the westward in that parallel, or, 
if diat could not be accomplished, to make his way south- 
wards, to the channel discovered on the north coast of the 
continent, and so on to Behiing's Straits ; failing success 
in that qnarter. he meant to retrace his course to Wel- 
lington Sound, and attempt a passage northwards of 
Ptmrj'B Islands, and if foiled there also, to descend 
Segent Inlet, and seek the passage along the coast dis- 
covered by Messrs. Dease and Simpson. 

Captain Fitzjames, the second in command under Sir 
John Franklin, was much inclined to try the passage 
northward of Panr's Islands, and he would no doubt en- 
deaTonr to persuade Sir John to pursue this course if Ihey 
failed to the southward. 

In a private letter of Captain Fitzjames to Sir John 
£srrow, dated January, 1S45, he writes as follows : — 

" It does not appear clear to me what led Parry down 
Prince Eegent Inlet, after having got aa far as Melville 
Island before. The north-west passage is certainly to be 
gone throngb hy Barrow's Strait, but whether south or 
north of Parry's Group, remains to be proved. I am for 
going north, edging north-west till in longitude 140°, if 
possible." 

I shall now proceed to trace, in chronological order and 
succession, the opinions and proceedings of the chief 
Arctie explorers and pubhc aathorities, with the private 
suggestions ofibred, and notice in detail the relief expe- 
ditions resulting therefrom. 

In February, 1847, the Lords of the Admiralty state, 
that having uulimited conSdence in the skill and resources 
of Sir John Franklin, they " have as yet felt no apprehen- 
sions about his safety; baton the other hand, it is obvious, 
that if no accounts of him should arrive by the end of this 
year, or, ss Sir John Boss expects, at an earher period, 
active steps must then he taken." 

Captain Sir Edward Pany fully concnis^d in these 
views, observing, " Former eiperience baa clearly shown, 
that with the resources tsken Irom this country, two 
winters may be pasaed in the Polar regions, not only in 
safety, but with comfort ; and if any inference can be 
drawn from the absence of all intelligence of the expedi- 
tion up to this time, I am disposed to oonsider it rather in 
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&Toiir tiwn othOTwiao of tJie raeceM which hu attended 
their efforts." 

Captain Sir G. Book, in a lettra to Hm S«0Ntai7 of the 
Admindty, onder date 27th of Jannuy, 1818, say*, " Z 
cannot bnn^ myself to entertain mon than ordinaij 
ande^ for the ufety and Totam of Sir JcHai Fnnklin 
and hia ^aUant companions." 

Captain Sir John Boss iwoords, in Febniary, 1847, hia 
opinion that the expedition waa froaen up bey<md M!d- 
TiUe Island, irom uie known intentiona <^ Sir John 
Franklin to ^t hia shipa into the drill ice at the western 
end of Melville Island, a risk which was deemed in the 
highest decree imprndent by LisnteiuHit Pany and the 
offioera of the espeditaon of 1819'20, with ahipa of a leea 
dran^it of wata, and in ereiy respeot better oalonlatedto 
nutam the preaanre of the ice, and other daufen to which 
th^mnat be ezpoaed; and as it ia now well known that 
the expeditioa ua not sacoeeded in paaaing Behrine's 
Steait, andif not totally lost^ must have been camsd.bT 
the ioe tiiat is known to drift to the southward on land 
seen at a great distance in that direction, and from which 
the aocnmolation of ice behind them will, as in Boss's own. 
case, fbr erer prevent tiie retom of the ships ; conae- 
qnently they mnat be abandoned. When we remember 
with what extreme difficulty Boss's party ta»TelIed 300 
miles over mnch smoother ioe aiW they abandoned their 
ressel, it appeara rery doubtM whether franklin and his 
men, 13S in nmnber, conld possibly travel 600 miles. 

In the contingenoy of the ships having penetrated some 
considerable distance to the south'West of Gape Walker, 
and having been hampered and crushed in the narrow 
fdiannela <n the Archipelago, which there are reasons foe 
believing oocnpiea the apace between "Victinia, WoUasttni, 
and Baib' Lands, it is well remarked by Sir Jdm lUchard- 
aoD, that each accidents among ioe are seldom so snddm 
but that the boats of one or ofboth diips,with pTOvimona, 
ean be aaved ; and in such an ev^it the anr ri vora would 
Mthar retum to Lancaster Strait, or make for the aa^ 
tinent, according to their neuness. 

Colonel Sabine remarks, in a letter dated Woolwich, 
5th of May, 1847,—" Itwaa Sir John Franklin's intention, 
if foiled at one point, to try in succession all the probable 
openings into a more navigable part of the Polar Sea : the 
range of coast is oonsiderable in which memorials of the 
ships' progress would have to be sonrbt for, extending 
from Melville Island, in the west, to the great Sound at 
the head of Baffin's Bay, in the east." 
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Sir Jcdin £ichardaon, wIlsd Appealed to by tlteAJmiTaltT 
is the >prmg of 1847, as regaraed the very itrong aspr^ 
lienrioiu ezpreMed at that tone for tine safety of th« 
ezpeditdon, eonaidered they were premature, aa the ahi^ 
were specially equipped to pnea two win1«ra in the Arctw 
Sea, and until the close of that veai he aaw no iraU- 
gronnded canae for more anxiety uum wai natnrally felt 
when the expeditiim sailed &om this cotuitry on an enters 
prise of peni, thong^ not mater than tiiat iritieh hsd 
repeated^ been enoonntered oy others, and on one occui^ 
1^ Sir Jcdm Sos« for two winters also, bnt who retomed 
in safety. 

Captain Sit Junes C. Boss, in Match, 1847, writes, " I 
do not think there ia the smaUeat reaacm for apprehension 
or anxiety for the safety and sneeess of the e]q)ediliaii ; 
no one Mqvainted with the nature of the narwatum of the 
Polar Sea would have expected they wonld hare bem 
aUe to get thioof^ to Behrin^'s Stnut without spending 
at leaat two wintera in thoae regions, exe^ under minaiiallf 
&Tonrable citoiimstanees, which all the aceonnts btaa tlie 
whalers concur in proving they 1»t« not e^wrienced, and 
I am qnite sore neither Sir John Franklin nor C^taiii 
Ctozier expected to do so. 

" l^ieir last letters to me from "Whale-Fiah lalands, the 
day prerions to thmr deputnre from them, inform me 
that thej had taken on boafd ptoTisions for three yean 
oa tall allowance, which they could extend to foor yean 
without any aerioos inoonrenienee ; so that we may feel 
aSBored they cannot wuit from that canae tmtil after 43m 
middle of July, 1849 ; it therefbre does not appear to mo 
at all desirabte to send after them nntil the spring of the 
next year" (1848). 

In the phm submitted by Captain F. W. Beechey, BJf ., 
in April, 1847, after i^amiaing " that there doe* not at 
present ntpear to be any reastmable apprehenaion fbr the 
safety or the expediticm," he suggested that it would 
peiiiapa be prudent that a rdief eniditaon should be sent 
out tlut season to Cape Walker, where information of an 
important nature woidd moat likely be found. From this 
TJcinity one vessel could proceed to examine the Tarious 
points and headl^ida in Eesent Inlet, and also those to 
the northward, white the ower watched the pasease, so 
that Franklin and his party might not pass unseen, should 
he be on his return. At the end of tn6 season the ships 
oonld winter at Port Bowen, or any olher port in toe 
vicinity of Leopold Island. 

*' In the spnng of 1848," ha adds, " a party should be 
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dinctad to explore the oosst, down to Hecla and Fnry 
Stnit, &nd to ende&TOur to cominumcate with the putjr 
despatched bj the Hndaon's Bay Compsnj in that direc- 
tion ; and in connexiffiQ with this part of the airangemenfc 
it would reader the plan complete if a boat conld be 
•ent down Back's fiiTor to range the coaet to the e»«t^ 
ward of its moaih, to meet the abore-mentioaed partj ; 
And thoB, whilst it woold complete the geography of that 
pait of the American coa^t, it would at me Bame time 
complete the Une of informatioa a« to the extensive mea- 
anres of relief which tlieii lordships have set on foot, and 
the precise spot where essistance and depdts of prorisions 
are to be found. This ^art of the plan has suggested itaelf 
to me from a conrereation I had with Sir Jmin franklin 
aa to his first effort being made to the westward and 
Bouth-weetward of Gape Walker. It is possible that, after 
paaaing the Cape, he taaj have been successful in getting 
down upon Victoria Land, and have passed his first winter 
(1845) thereabout, and tbat he may nare spent his second 
winter at a still mora adTanced station, and even endoied 
a third, without either a prospect of suooess, or of im 
extrication of his vessels witniu a given period of time. 

" If, in this condition, which I trust may not be the 
Mse, Sir John Franklin should resolve upon taking to his 
boats, he would prefer attempting a boat navisation throu|^ 
Sir James Boss a Stiait, and up Begent Inlet, to a long 
land jonrney across the continent to Uie Hudson's Bay 
Settlements, to which tike greator part of his crew would 
be wholly uneijaal." 

Sir Joon Bichardson remarks upon the above sugges- 
tions, on the 6th of May, 1847, — "With respect to a parly 
to be sent down Back's Biver to the bottom of Begent 
Inlet, its size and outfit would require to be eqnal witlt 
that of the one now preparing to descend the Mackenzie 
Biver, and it could scarcely with the utmost exertions be 
organizedsoastostutthiasimuaei. The present scarcity of 
provisions in the Hudson's Bay country precludes the hope 
of assistance from tie Company's aonthern posta, and it is 
now too late to provide the means of transport through 
the interior of supplies from this conntrr, which require 
to be embarked on Doaid the Hudson's Say ships by the 
2nd of June atthe latest. 

" Moreover tliere is no Company's post on the line of 
Back's Biver nearer than the junction of Slave Biver 
with Great Slave Lake, and I 00 not think that under 
any circumstances Sir John Franklin would attempt diat 
route. 
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" In die BTUomer of 1849, if the reioiiineB of the party I 
am to conduct remain nnimpaired, aa I hare everr reason 
to believe they will, much of whtit Captain Beec&ey sag- 
^atB in regard to exploring Victoria I^nd may be done 
by it, oud indeed forms put of the original scheme. The 
eKt«nt of the examination of any part of the coast in 
1S18 depends, aa I formerly stated, Tcry much on the 
•eaeona of this autumn and nest spring, which influence 
the advance of the boats through a long course of river 
navigation. As Oovemor Simpson will most lilcely aucceed 
in procuring an Esqnimanx to accompany my party, I 
hope by his means to obtain such information from parties 
of that nation as may greatly faciUtate our finding the 



of the continent with his boats, and all hia crew, I do 
not think that he would attempt the ascent of any river, 
except the Mackenzie. It ia navigable for boata of Urge 
draught, without a portage, for 1300 miles &om the sea, 
or within forty miles of Fort Chipewyan, one of the 
Company's principal depdta, and there are five otherposta 
in that distance. Though these poats could not furnish 
proviaiona to such a party, they could, by providing them 
with nets, and distriDuting the men to various fishing 
Btations, do imich towards procuring food for them. 

" I concur generally in what Captain Beechey has said 
with regEird to Behring's Straits, a locahty with which he 
ia BO intimately acquainted, but beg leave to add one 
remark, viz., that in high northern latitudes the ordinary 
allowance of animal food ia insufficient in the winter 
Beaeon to maintain a labouring man in health ; and as Sir 
John Franklin would deem it prudent when detained a 
second winter to shorten the allowance, symptoms of 
•curvy may show themeelvea among the men, aa was the 
case when Sir £dward Parry wintered two years in Fox's 
Oiannel. 

" A veaael, therefore, meeting the Erebiu and Ihror 
this season in Behring's StraitB, might render great ser- 
vice."— Pari. Pig>er, No. 264, Seinon 1848. 

The late Sir John Barrow, Bart, in a memorandum 
dated July, 1S47, says :— 

" The anxiety that prevails regarding Biz John Franklin, 
and the brave Mows who compose the crews of the two 
ships, is very natural, but somewhat premature ; it arises 
(^wfly &om notJiing having been received from them since 
fixed in tlie ioe of Baffin's Bay, where the laat whaling 
tbip of. the Bsutm of 1846 left than, opposite to Qt» 
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opening into Ltuumater Sonnd. Hitherto no diffienlly 
luu been foond to the entrance into tli»t Sound. If ^• 
appointed, ratlier tban retom to the southward, with the 
Tiew <rf wintering at or about DiBoo, I ghould be inclined 
to think tbat they wonld endearoor to enter Smith*! 
Sound, so highly gpokai of by Bs£n, and which just now 
that gallant and adrentnroua EusBian, Admiral Count 
Wzai^el, haa pdnted out in ft paper addresaed to th« 
Ge^raphioal Society aa the Btartuu; place for on attempt 
to reaen the North Pole ; it wonld appear to be an inlet 
that mna vp high to tiie northward, oe an officer in one 
of Fanv'a uiipB states that he saw in the line of direction 
akmg ttiat inlet, the son at midnight skinuning the 
horizon. 

" From IJsncaBter Sonnd Franklin's instmodona directed 
Itim to proceed fhrongb BarroVa Strait, as far Os the 
islands on ite Bonthem side extended, which is short of 
Melyille Island, which was to be avoided, not only on 
account of its dangerous coast, but also as being oat of 
tiia direction of tlia course to the intended object. 
Having, therefore, reached the last known land on the 
Bontbern ride of Barrow's Strait, they were to shape a 
direct course to Bebring's Strait, witbont snv deviation, 
except what obBtmotion might be met with m>m ice, or 
fenn islands, in the midst of the Polar Sea, of which no 
knowledge had at that time been proenred ; bnt if any 
such existed, it woold of course be left to their judgment, 
rathe spot,bowtogetridof snob obstructionB, by taking 
ft northerly or a soaukeriy courEe. 

• * * • « 

"The onlf chance of bringing them upon this (the Ameii* 
can) coast u the posaibili^ Bt some obstruction having 
tempted them to explore an immense inlet on the northern 
•bore of Barrow's Strait Uhtxt of Melville Island), called 
"Wellington Channel, whioh Riny felt an inciinatioiL to ex- 
plore ; and more than oneof the presentpartybetrayed to mft 
a similar inclination, which I discouraged, no one ventoriag 
to conjecture even to what extent it might go, or into 
what cGfficnlties it might lead. 

" I7nder all these cinmmstanoes, it would be an act of 
fi>lly to pronounce any opinion of the state, condition, or 
position of those two ships ; tiiey are well suited for their 
purpose, and the only doubt I have is that of their being 
namptovd by the screws among the ice." 

Sir James C. Boas, in his outline of a {dan for affiwding 
relief, submitted to the Admiralty in December, 1847, 
anggMted that two ships shoold be sent out to examine 



OPmOKS ABS 



a of Sir John Bsftow, and lie coast between. 

Capes Clarence tuid Walker. A conTenient winter 
Larboor might be fiiond f« one of the thi^ near 
Gamier Bay or Cape Bennell. ErcHU tliis position the 
ootet line could be explored aa far u it ext«&ded to the 
wratward, by detached partieB, eariy in the spring, ae well 
u the weBt«« coast of Boothia, a consideiable distance 
to ^e southward ; and at a more advanced period of the 
season the whole distance to Cage Nieolai might be 

The other ship shonld then proceed ^one to the west- 
ward, endearonrmg to reach Wmter Horbonr, in Melville 
Island, or aome conrenient port in Banks' Laod, in which 
to pass the winter. 

Frbm these points partiee might be sent out early is. 
ttie spring. 

The firat psrN' should be directed to trace the western 
eoast of Banks' Land, and proceed direct to Cape Bathurst 
or Cape Parry, on each of which Sir John SicfaaTdsoa 
proposes to leave depAts of provisions for ita use, and then 
to reach the Hudson s Bay Company's settlement at Fort 
Good Hope, on the Mackenzie, whence they might travel 
by the usual route of the traders to the ptinripal settle- 
ment, and tiience to England. 

The second party should explore the eastern shore of 
Banks' Xand, and make for Cape Emsenatem, where, or 
at Cape Heame, they will find a cttckd of provision 
left by Sir John Eichardaon, with whom this party may 
communicate, and whom it may assist in completing the 
examination of Wollast<m and Yictoria Lands, or return 
to England by the route he shall deem most advisable. 

Sir James Boss waa entrusted with the oarrying ont of 
t^iia search, in the Enterprite and Investigator, and an 
account of the voyage and proceeding of these Tessels 
will be foond recorded in its chronological order. 

The following letter &om Dr. Bichud Xing to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, containing some osefal suggestions and 
oS&i, met with no encouragement fiom my Lords. 

" 17, Saville Bow, Febnutry, 1848. 

" ' The old route of Parry, through Lancaster Sound and 
Barrow's Strait, as fai as te the last land on its southern 
shore, and thence in a direct line te Behring'a Straits, is 
the route ordered to be pursued by Franklin.' (Barrow's 
Arctic Voyages, p. 11.) 

" Xhe galUnt officer has tiuu been despatched to push 
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his a iTentnrous way between Melville Island and Banks' 
Land which Sir E. Parry Bttemnted for two years imsno- 
cesefitlly. After much toil and hardsliip, aad the best 
■consi deration that great man conld giye to the Bubjeet, he 
recoided, at the moment of retreat, in indelible characters 
theaa impressive thoughts ; ' We have been lying near otir 
press at statian, with an easterly wind blowmg &esh, for 
uiirtj -six hours together, and although this was consider- 
ably off the land, the ice had not durmg the whole of that 
time mored a single yard from the shore, afibrding a proof 
that there was no space in which the ice was at hbeily to 
mote to the westward. The navigation of this part of 
the Polar Sea is only to be performed by watching the 
occtsional opening between the ice and the shore, and 
thei efore, a continuity of land is essential for this purpose ; 
such a continuity of land, which was here about to fad, as 
most necessarily be furnished by the northern coast of 
America, in whatsoever iatitode it may be found." A»- 
anming, therefore, Sir John Franklin has been arrested 
between Melville Island and Banks' Land, where Sir E. 
Parry was arrested by difficulties which he considered in- 
Burmountable. and he has followed the advice of that gal- 
lant ofBcer, and made for the continuity of America, he 
wil! have turned the prows of his vessels south and west, 
according as Banks' Land ^ends for Tiotoria or Wollaston, 
lands. It is here, therefore, that we may espect to find 
the espedition wrecked, whence they will make in their 
boats for the western land of N^orth Somerset, if that land 
should not be too far distant. 

" In order to save the party fi-om the ordeal of a fourth 
winter, when starvation most be their lot, I propose to 
■undertake the boldest journey that has ever been attempted 
in the northern regions of America, one which was justifi- 
able only from the circumstances. I propose to attemot 
to reach the western land of North Somerset, or the 
eastern portion of Victoria Land, as may be deemed ad- 
Tiaable, 1^ the close of the approacmne summer; to 
accomplisli, ia fact, in one summer that which has not been 
done under two. 

" I rest my hope of success in the performance of thii 
Herculean task upon the fact that I possess an intimate 
knowledge of the country and the people through which I 
shall have to pass, the health to stand the rigoor of the 
«limate, and the strength to undergo the fatigue of mind 
and body to which I must be subjected. A glance at the 
map of Iforth America, directed to Behring's Strait in the 
Pacific, Barrow's Strait in the Atlantic ^ai the laud of 
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JT'oTth Somerset between thos), viH make it apparent tlmt> 
to render Bssistaoce to a partj situated on tiiat coast, there 
are two ways bj eea and ono b;^ land. Of the two sea< 
ways, the route by the Pacific is altogether out of the 
question ; it is an idea of by-gone days ; while that hy'the 
Xtluitic is so doubtful of auccesB, t^t it ia merely neces- 
sary, to put this assistance aside as far irom certain, to 
mention that Sir John Eoas found Barrow's Strait closed 
in tlie snnuner of 1832. To a land journey, then, alone we 
can look for success ; for the failure of a land josmey 
would be the exception to the rule, while the sea ezpedi- , 
tion would be the rale itself. To the western laud of 
North SomerBet, where Sir John Franklin is likely to be 
found, the Great Fish ICiver is the direct and only route ; 
and altltough the approach to it ia through a country too 
poor and too difficult of access to admit of the transport of 

SOTi^ions, it may be made the medium of communication 
twoen tbe lost eipeditiou and the ciTilizod world, and 
guides be thus placed at their disposal to convey them to 
Bie hunting ffrounds of the Indians. Without such guides 
it is impossible that they can reach these hunting grounds. 
It was by the Great Fish Eiver that I reached the Polar 
Sea while acting aa second officer in search of Sir John 
£oss, I feel it my duty, therefore, as one of two officers 
BO peculiarly circumBtonced, at the present moment to 
place my views on recca^l as an earnest of my Bincerity. 
Even if it ahoold he determined to try and force provision 
Teaseia through Barrow's Strait, and scour the vicinity in 
boats for the lost expedition, and should it succeed, it will 
be satiBfactory to know that such a misaion as X have pro- 
posed should oe adopted ; while, if theae attempts ahonld 
fail, and tlie service under consideration be put aside, it 
will he a source of regret that not only the nation at lu^ 
will feel, but the whole civilized world. When this regret 
is felt, and every soul has perished, such a mission as 1 
iiavc proposed will be urged again and again for adoption} ' 
for it IS impossible that tne country will rest satiafied until 
w, search be made for the remains of the lost expedition. 

" The fact that all lands which have a western aspect 
are generally ice-free, which I dwelt largely upon when 
Sir John Franklin sailed, must hare had weieht with tha 
gallant officer ; he wiU therefore, on finding himsdf in a 
seriouB difficulty, while pushing along the eastern side of 
Victoria Land, at once fall upon the western land of Kordi- 
Somerset, as a refuge ground, if he have the opportunity. 
Ihe effi>rt by Bchring's Strait and Banks' X'and is praise- 
Worthy in attempt, out forlorn in hope. In the former 
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eSbrt, it is nsaumed that Sir John Frantliu Las made Qm 
passage, and tha,t his arrest is between the MoctcenziA 
Siver and Icy Cape i in tho latter, that Sir James 'Robb 
will reach. Banks' Land, and traoo its continuity to Vic- 
toria and Wollastou Land, and thua make the ' passage.' 
rirst, We hsTS no reason to believe that Sir John FranUin 
and Sir James Hoss mil be more fortunate than their pre- 
deoessora, and we cannot trust to their success. Secondlj, 
We are unable to assume that Sir Tames Boas ivill reach 
Banks' Land ; 8ir E. Parry wa^ unable to reach it, aaai 
only viewed it from a diatance ; much less are we able to 
assume that tbe gallant officer will find a high road to 
Victoria Land, which is altogether a terra incognita. 

"Mr. T. Simpson, who snrveyed the Arctic coast com- 
priaed between the Coppermine and Castor and Pollux 
Eivers, has set that question at rest, and is the only autho- 
rity upon the subject. ' A fiirther exploration,' remark! 
Mr. Simpson, &om the most eastern limit of his joumey, 
' would neoessarily demand the whole time and energies of 
another expedition, havine; some point of retreat maeli 
nearer to the acene of operations tnan GrenC Bear Lake, 
and (rreat Bear Lake is to be the retreat of Sir John 
iEichardaon. 

"What retreat could Mr. Simpson have meant bat 
Great Slave Lake, the retreat of the land party in search 
of Sir John Boss ? and what other road to the unexplored 
ground, the western land at' North Somerset, could that 
traveller hare meant than Great Fish Biver, that stream 
which I have pointed out as the ice-free and high road to 
the land where the loat expedition is likely i» be toond, — to 
Im the boundaT7 of that passage which for three-and-a-half 
centuries we have been u vain endeavouring to reach ia 
■hipsP" 

Captain Sir W. E. Pany, to whom Dr Eing'a pro- 
posal was submitted by the Admiralty, thus comments 
on it: — 

" My former opinion, quoted by Dr. King, as to the 

difficulty of ahipa penetrating to the westward beyond 

Cape Dundas (the south-western extremity of Melville 

Idand), remains unaltered ; and I should expect that 

Sir John Franklin, being aware of this difficulty, would 

ase his utmost efforts to get to the southHard and weat- 

^rd before he approached that point, that is, between 

1 lOOth and 110th degree of longitade. The more I 

re considered this subject (nhich has naturally oecu- 

d much of my attention lately), (he more difficult I find 
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it to conjectnce where the espedition may have stoppetl, 
either Willi or without any serioua accident to the stiips; 
but as no infoimation has reached us up to this time, Z 
conceive that there is some coneiderable probability of 
their being situated somewhere between the longitude 
I hare jast named; how far they may have peoe- 
trat«d to the southward, between those meridians, must 
be B matter of speculation, depending on the state of the 
ice, and the esistence of land in a space hitherto blank on 
our maps. 

"Be this as it may, X consider it not improbable, m 
anggeated by Dr. King, that an attempt will be made by 
them to fall back on the western coaet of North Somerset 
wherever that may be found, as being the nearest point 
afibrdini; a hope of communication, eiUier witli whalers or 
with ships seat expressly in search of the expedition, 

"Agreang thus far with Br. King, I am compelled 
to difier with him entirely as to the readiest mode of 
reaching that coast, because I feel satisfied that, wiUl 
the resources of the expedition now equipping under 
Sir James Boss, the energy, vkiU and int«lligenoe of tbot 
officer will render it a matter of no verr difficult enterprise 
to examine the coast in qoestiou, eiuier with his smp«, 
boats, or travelling parties ; whereas an attempt to reach 
that coast by an expedition iiom the eontioent of America 
must, as it appears to me, he eitremely baEardons and 
uncertain. And as I understand it to be their lordships* 
intention to direct Sir James !Bow to station one of his 
ships somewhere about Cape Walker, while the other pro* 
. ceeds on the search, and likewise to equip his boats spe- 
cially for the purpose of examining tbe various -coasts and 
jnkts, I am decidedly of opinion, that, aa regards the 
western coast of North Somerset, this plan will be 
much more likely to answer the proposed object than 
imy overland expedition. This object will, of course, be 
tbe more easily accomplished, iu case of Sir James Sou 
finding the wcstem ooast of N^orth Somerset navigably 
for bis ships. 

"In regard fo Dr. King's snggestioB, respecting Vic- 
toria Land and Wollaston Land, supposing Sir Jolm 
Franklin's ships to bare been arrested between the meri- 
dians to which I have already alluded, it does seem, by an 
inspeetioD of the map, not improbable that parties may 
attempt to penetrate to the continent in that direction; 
but not being well acc[uaiated with the facilities for reach- 
ing thecoastof America opposite those lands in the manner 
x2 
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proposed by Dr. King, I am not competent to judge of it* 
practicabili^." 

Nearly the whole of the treat coMt of North Somerset 
and Boothia waa (it will be found heTesfW) explored by 
parties in boKto detached from Sir James Boas's ships in 
1849. 

I append, also, the most important portions of Sir James 
Boss's remarlcB oa Br. King's plan. 

" Dr. Kin g begins by assummg that Sir John Franklin 
has attempted to push the ships through to the westward'' 
between MelTille Island and Banks' Land (althougi 
directly contrary to his iostructioiis) ; that haviug beek^ 
vrested by iosurmouatahle difficulties, he would hare 
'tnrned the prows of hia Teasel to the south and west, 
according as Saoks' I^nd tends for Vict^a or Wollastoa 
Land;' and having been wrecked, or from eny other 
cause obliged to ahandou their ships, their crews would 
take to the boats, and make for the west coast of 14'orth 
Somerset, 

" If the expedition had fuled to penetrate to the west* 
ward between Banks' Land and Melville Island, it is reiy 
jirobable it would hare next attempted to gain the con- 
tinent bv a more southerly conrse; and supposing that, 
after making only small progress (say 100 mdea} to the 
S.W., it should have been tbm finally stopped or wrecked, 
the ealunity will have occurred in about latitude 72^° S. 
and longitude 116° W. This point is only 280 miles 
from the Coppermine Briver, and 420 miles irom the Mae- 
fceuEie, either of which would, therefore, be easily attain- 
able, and at each of which abundance of provision might 
be procured by them, and their return to England a 
measure of no great difficulty. 

" At the point above mentioned, the distance from the 
west coast of North Somerset is probably about 360 miles, 
and the moutli of the Gb'eat Pish Biver niU 600 ; at neither 
of these places could they hope to obtain a single day's 
provisions for so large a party; and Sir John Franklin's 
intimate knowledge of the impossibility of ascending that 
river, or obtaining any food for his party in passing 
through the Barren grounds, would concur in deterring 
him from attempting to gain either of these pointa. 

" I think it moat probable that, from the situation 
pointed out, he would, when compelled to abandon his 
ships, endeavour in the boats to retrace his stops, and 
passing through the channel by which he had advanced. 
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and wliieh we have alwajTB found of eaay navigation, seek 
the whale ahipa wHoh annuallj viait tho wut coaat of 
Baffin's Ba7. 

'* It is far more probable, however, that Sir John Frant- 
lin, in obedience to hia instractioni, would endeavoar to 
push tlie ahipa to the south and west aa soon aa they passed 
Cape Walker, and the coneequence of sach a measure, 
owing to the known prevalence of westerly wind, and ths 
drift of the main body of the ice, wonld be (in my opinion) 
their inevitable embaJTaaHment, and if he persevered in 
that direction, which he probably would do, I have no 
hesitation in atatinj; my conviction he would never be able 
to extricate his ships, and would ultimat«lv be obliged to 
abandon them. It ia therefore in latitude 73° N. and 
longitude 105° W, that we may expect to find them 
involved in the ice, or shut up in aoroe harbour. Thoa is 
almost the only point in which it ia likely they would bo 
detained, or from which it would not be poBsible to convey 
information of their situation to the Huoson's Eaj Settle- 

" If, then, we suppose the crewa of the shipa should be 
compelled, either this autumn or next spring, to abandon. 
their vessels at or near this point, tney would most 
assuredly endeavour, in their boats, to reach Lancaster 
Sound ; but I cannot conceive any position in which they 
«ould be placed from which they would make for the 
Great Fish Eiver, or at which any party descending that 
river would be likely to overtake them ; and even if it 
did, of what advant^e could it be to themP 

"If Dr.. King andnis party, in their sin^e canoe, did 
fall in with Sir John Franklin and bis party on the west 
coast of North Somerset, how does he propose to assist 
themP be would barely have sufficient provision for his 
own party, and would more probab^ be in a condition to 
Teqnire rather than afford relief. He could only tell them 
what Sir John Franklin already knows, from former 
experience, far better than Br. King, that it would be 
impossible for so large a party, or indeed any party not 
previously provided, to travel across the Barren grounds to 
any of the Hudson's Bay Settlements." 

"All that has been done b^ 'Qte way of search since 
February, 1848, tends," persists Dr. King, "to draw 
attention closer and closer to the western land of fTorth 
Somerset, as the position of Sir John Franklin, and to the 
Great Fish (or Back) BJver, as the high roai^ to reach it" 
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Dr. King hst twice propoied to the Adnuralt; to proceed! 
cai the ceanli by this route. "It would," he states, "be 
the bappieBt moment of my life (and my delif;ht at being 
selected from a iobg list of Tolimteera, for the relief of 



Sir John. !Eo8B, was verv great) if their li^dslii^ would 

I by lay crid ronle, 1 
Mttaapt to Bwre hantan life a second time on the shorea 



mllow me to go by my crid roaie, tJUe Great Fish mre 



of the Polar Sea. What 1 did in search of Sir John 
Soea is the best earnest of what I oonld do in search of 
Sir John Franklin ." 

A meeldna of iitote offioen and gentlemen most (xm- 
versaat with Arctic Tova^es was coDTened, hj the Lords 
Commisioners of the Aamiralty, on the 17th of Januaryv 
1819, at which the following werepreseiit;~BeBT<Adniiral 
Sir Francis Beaufort. K.C.B., Captain Sir W. E. Parry, 
£. S., Captain Sir Oeoi^e Bank, S.N., Captain Sir E. 
Beloker, B.N., CoIODel Sabine, KjL, and the £«r. Dr. 
Scoresby. 

A verv piettjr painting, oentaiiuBg ptnbaits of all tlM 
principal Arctic voyagers in consultation on these momen- 
tous matt»B, was mule at &e time by Mr. Pearse, artist, 
of 53, Bemcri Street, Oxford Street, and liat nnoe been 
vuraved- 

The seardiinf; expedition nnder Sir James Sobs having 
Tetumed nnFaecMsral, other measnres of relief were now 
determined on, and the opinions of the leading ofiicera 
again taken. 

Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, in his report to the 
Lords Commissioneis of the Admirallr, on Norember 24, 
1849, observes :— 

" There are four ways only in which it is likely that tiie 
^rehut and TWror would have been lost — by fire, by 
sunken rocks, by storm, or by being crushed between two 
fields of ice. Both veaselB would scarcely have taken fir* 
together ; if one of them had struck on a rock, the other 
vonld have avoided the danger. Storms in those narrow 
■eas, encnmbered with ice. raise no swell, and could pro- 
duce no such disaster ; and, therefore, by tlie fourth eaoso 
•lone conld the two Tewels have been at once destroyed ; 
and even in that case the crews would have escaped upoa 
the ice (as happens every year to the whalers) ; they 
wonld hare saved their loose boats, and reached some 
part of the American shores. As no traces of any such 
event have been found on any part of those shores, it mar 
therefore be aafely affirmed tiiat one ship at leas^ and 
both the crews, are still in existence; and therefi^v the 
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jK>iiit where the; now are is the great nuttn &r caa.- 

uderatioit. 

" Their orders would hava carried them towards SC^ 
TiUe Island, and then out to the westward, where it is 
therefore ^bable that they are entimgled amonffst islands 

and ice- £'or shoold they hare been arrested at some 
intarmediate place, for instance. Cape Walker, or at one 
of the northern cbkin of islands, they would undoubtedly, 
in the coarse of the three following years, hare contrived 
some method of sending notiees of their position to the 
shores of North Somerset or to Barrow's Strait. 

" If they had reached much to the southward of Banks' 
Xand, ther would anrely hare commimicBted with the 
tribes on Mackenzie Biver : and if, failiug to get to tha 
westward or southward, they had returned with the inteo- 
tdOD of penetrating tlm>agii Wellington Channel, they 
would haTO detached parties on the ice towards Bmrow't 
Strait, ia order to hare deposited >tat«nienta of thesr 
intentions. 

"The general oonolnsion, therefbtw, nnains, that they 
are still locked up in the ^ehipelago to the westward of 
Melvihe Island. Ifow, it is well known that the state of 
the weather alternates between the opposite sides of 
Northern America, beinf mild on the one when rigorous 
on the other ; and accoi3ingly, doliil^ the two last years, 
which have been nnnmally severe m Baffin's Bay, the 
United States whalers were snocessfolly traversing- th« 
Polar Sea to the northward of Behring's Straits. The 
same severe weather may possibly prevaU on the eastern 
side during the Bomroer of 1860, and if so, it is obrioua 
that an attempt should be now made by the western 
opening, and not merely to recedTe the two shipe, if they 
should be met coming out (aa formerly), but to advance in 
title direction of Melville Island, resolutely entering the 
ice, and employing every possible expedient by sledging 
parties, l^ reconnoitring haUooos, and by blasting ihe ice, 
to oommumcate with them. 

" These vessels should be intrepidly commanded, effec- 
tively manned, and supplied with the best means for 
travelling across the ioe to the English or to the Kussian 
•ettlementfl, as it will be of the greatest importance to be 
informed of what progress the eroedition has made ; and 
for this purpose likewise the Plover will be of material 
service, lying at some advanced point near Icy Cape, and 
ready to receive iDteHigenoe, ana to convey it to PetTO> 
paolooski or to Panama. 
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" These vessels should enter Behring'a Strwt before 
(lie Ist of August, Eind therefore every effort should be 
now made to despatch thein from England before Chrigt- 
maa. Thej might water at the Falkland Islands, and ' 
again at the Sandwich Islands, where they would be ready 
to receive additional iiutmctions vid Faneina, bj one of 
the Pacific steamers, and by which vessel they might be 
pushed on some httle distance to the northward. 

"It seems to me likely that the ships have beenpoahing . 
Cn, Hummer after summer, in the direction of l^hrinz^ 
Strait, and are detained somewhere in the apace sonm- 
Westward of Banks' Land, On the other hand, should 
&By, after the first or second summer, have been unsuc- 
Oessful in that direction, they may have attempted to 

?rooeed to the northward, either through WelBngtoit 
Ihannel, or through some other of the openings among 
the same group of islands. I do not myself attach any 
paperior importance to Wellington Channel as regards the 
north-west passage, bnt I understand that Sir John 
Frantdin dii£ ana that he strongly expressed to Lord 
Haddington his intention of attempting that route, if he 
should fail in effeotiug the more du?ect passage to the 
westward. 

" The ships having been fnlly TictuaUed for three yean, 
the resources may, by due precautions, have been extended 
to four years for the whole crews ; but it has occurred to 
me, since I had the honour of conferring with their 
lordships, that, if their numbers have been gradually 
(Uminished to any considerable extent by death (a oim- 
tingency which is but too probable, considering their 
nnparatteled detention in the loe), the resources would be 
proportionably extended for the survivors, whom it might, 
therefore, he found expedient to transfer to one of th« 
ships, with all the remaining stores, and with that one 
flbip to continue the endeavour to push westward, or to 
return to the eastward, as oircnmitances might render 
expedient; in that case, the necessity for quitting both 
the ships in the past sommer might not improbably have 
been obviated. 

" Under these circumstances, which, it must be admitted, 
amount to no more than mere conjecture, it seems to me 
expedient still to prosecute the search in both directions ; 
namely, by wav of Behring's Strait (to which I look with 
the strongest hope), and wao by that of Barrow's Strait. 
In the latter direction, it ought, I think, to be 'borne in 
mind, that the more than usual difBcnlties with which Sir 
James Boss had to contend have, in reahty, left ns with 



0PISIQM8 .UtD SUGOBSnOin!. 169 

TOT littie moM information than before he left England, 
ana t cannot contemplate, vidiout Beriona apprehenaion, 
Jeaving that opening -without etiU farther search in the 
enaning spring, in case of the misaing crewfi having fallen 
back to the eaafeni coast of J!4^orUi Somerset, where they 



in addition to the chance oi finding some of those left br 
die Fury. Far the purpose of ftirther pursuing the BearcQ 



would naturally looh for supplieB to he deposited for them, 
• .I-.-... ^. 11. . .1.... ^ ^f finding som" '' ^'- --- '-'^ > - 

pose of ftirther pi 

,rait, perhaps tW' 

t sufiice, but the; 

on among the iei 
would be nearl 

. OTB have failed tc .- , 

the provisions, &o., left hj that officer at Whaler Point, 
aa well as any which ma j be deposited in that neighbour- 
hood by the liarth Star, would greatly add to Uie resources, 
Ikcihtate the operations, and lessen uie risk of any attempt 
made in that curection. 

" If, howeyer, there be time to get ships to Behring's 
Strait by the £rat week in Augnat, 1850, which wowd 
perhaps require the aid of steam-yessela to accomplish 
with any degree of certainty, I reoonunend that tho 
Enterpnn and Iwje*tigator be forthwith equipped and 
despatched there, with instmotionB to push through the 
ice to the E.fi^.E. as far as possible in the ensuing season, 
with the hope of meeting with at least one of the ships, 
or any of the parties which may have been detached from , 
them. This attempt has never yet been made by any 
thipa, and I cling very strongly to the behef that such an 
effort might be attended with anooess in rescuing at least 
ft portion of our people. 

" My reason for urging thia upon their Lcn-dsfaips is, 
tiiat the admirable instructions nnder which the Ploner, 
aaaiated by the Berald, ia acting, embraoes only the searoh 
of the coast line eastward from Icy Cape; sinoe the 
boats and bsidan cannot effect anythmg except by creep- 
ing along, OS opportunities offer, between the ice and the 
land, BO that this plan of operations meeta only the con- 
tingency of parties reaching, or nearly reaching, the land; 
whereas the chance of rescue would, as it appears to me, 
be immensely increased by ships pushing on, clear of the 
coast, towards Banks' Land and Melville Island, aa far at 
leaat as might be practicable in the best five or six weeki 
Ofthe season of 1850." 

Captain Pany says — " Although this ia the first attempt 
ever made to enter the ioe in this direction, with ships 
propetly equipped for the porpoae, there is no reason to 
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antdrnpate mj greater difficultiei in thi« naviratii^i tliaa 
lioBe enooontered in otJier parts of the NortJi Polar Sea ; 
and, even in the event of not aucoeedini; in reaching Banks' 
Land in the aanuner of the present jear, it may be poe* 
Bible to make such progress as to afford a reasonable hope 
of effecting that object in the following season (1851). 
Indeod it is possible that, from the wetl-knowa fact of th« 
climate being more temperate in a giren parallel of lati- 
tude, in ^oing weBtvard aom the Maokenzie Biver, some 
oomparative advantage may be derived in, the navigation 
of tmspart of the Polar Sea. 

" It IB of importance to the security of the ships and of 
iheir crews that ther Bhonld winter in some hartranr or 
hay aot at a distance &om land, where the ice might be is 
modm daria^ the winter ; and it will be deairable, ahoold 



no laud bo disoorered St for this purpoge, in the space at 
present une^lored between Point Barrow and Banb' 
Land, that endeaTonrs shonld be made to reach the con.ta< 
nent obont the mouth of tiie Mackenzie Siver, or farther 
«aBtward, towards Liverpool Bay, where there ia reason to 
•oppose sufficient shelter may bo found, and in wbidt 
Bttghbouhood, it ^pears, there is generally no ice to b« 
Been from the sh<nv for about six weeks in ute montJis of 
August and Boptember. Sir John Frauldin's rfarratrro of 
his Second JouniOT, that of Messrs. Dease and Simpeon, 
aaJd the Admiralty Charts, wilt tiimiah the reqiiiBit« hydro- 
gn^hical information relative to this line ot^ coast, so far 
as it has been attained. 

" The utmoBt eoonomy should be exercised in theuseof 
provisionB and fiiel during the time the shq» are in winter 
qnarters ; and if they should winter on or near the conti- 
nent, there would probably be an opportunity of increasing 
their stock of proviBious by means of game or fiah, and 
likewise of fuel, by driit or other wood, to some eonrndeiv 
able amount. 

"If the pfOfpresa -of the ships in 1850 have beenoon< 
siderable— for mstance, as tar aa the meridian of 120^ W.— 
the probability is, that the moBt practicable way of return^ 
ing to EngWd will be, still to push on in the same 
dSectiOD daring the whde season of 18G1, with a view to 
reach Barrow's Strait, and take advantage, if neoessary, 
of the resources left byCaptain Sir James Boss at Whaler 
Point, near Leopold Harbour; if not the same seasOD, at 
least after a second wint«r. If, on the other hand, small 
prt^^resB should have been made to the eastward at the 
oh»e of the present snmmer, it might be prudent that 
when half the navigable seaaon of 1851 shall have expired, 
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no fnrOter attempts ehould be made in woeeeiiag to IIm 
ewtward, and tuat the remaining halt of ttiat seaam 
■hoiild be occnpied in retnming to Hie wuilward, with a 
view to escape from the ice bj way of Behrinff'a Bbwt 
after the winter of 1861-62, lo bs not to incor t^ nik ^ 
pawing a third winter in the ice. 

" Dmine the summer seaaon, the moet vi^last look-out 
Bhould be^ept from the mast-heada of b^ ships n^^ 
and day, not only for the missing eihips, but far any 
detached pardee belonging to them ; and dming iJie few 
houta of darisiess which prevail towards the close (^ eadi 
aeason^ navigation, and also irfien in winter qnarten, 
aignala, bv firee, blue lights, rockets, or foaa, abonld be 
made as uie means of pomtingont the position of the BhifM 
to any detached partieB betoDging to ute tnianing Hxpedi- 

idon. And in the spring, befora tneships can ber' * 

from the ice, Beuclune paitieg might be sent out in 
direodous, either in boats or by land, to exam: 
aeii^ibonring coasts and ioleto foranylmoeof tbenussing 

Ciu>tain Sir Qear^ Back also conunents, (let of Deera^ 
bear, lS43,) on theae mtentions, in a letter to tite Searetaiy 
of the Admiralty : — 

" You will be pleased. Sir, to impress on my Lords Com- 
susaionen, that I wholly reject all and «Te>y idaa at axtjr 
attempts on the part of Sir John Franklin to send boats 
or detachmenta over the ice to any point of the mainland 
eastward of the Mackenzie Biver, beeanse I can say from 
tfipeiience, that no toil-worn and eshanated party oonld 
have the least chanoe of existenoe by going thMV. 

" On Ute other hand, from my Imowledge of Sir John 
Pranklin (harine been three times on diacoTery bother), 
I much doubt it he would quit his ship at all, except in a 
boat ; for any attempt to cross the ioe a long distanoe on 
foot would be tempting death ; and it is too laborious a 
task to sledge far orer sudh an tmeren surfaoe as those 
regions generally present. That great mortality must 
have oocurred, and that one ship, as Sir F. Beaufiwt hints 
at, may be lost, are greatly to be feared; and, as on all 
former eipeditions, if the anrvivore are paralyaed by the 
depressing nttacke of scnrvy, it would then be impossible 
for them, howcrer desirous they might be, to leave the 
ship, which must thus become their last most anxions 

" If, however, open wat«r should have allowed Sir 3obn 
Franklin to have resorted tobis boats, then I ua persuaded 
he would make fi>r either Hm MunlnmziH Siv»r, or, wbicdt 
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is far more likelj, from the almost certainty he moat have 
{bit of finiiing proTision, for Capo Cliireiioe and Fuiy Point* 

" I am aware that the whole chances of life in this 
pBinfhl case depend on food; but when I reflect on Sir 
John Franklin's former eitraordioary preservation imder 
miseries imd trials of the moat lerere description, living 
often oa Bcrapa of old leather and other reiuae, I cannot , 
deHpair of his finitiny the means to prolong esstence till 
Bid De happily Bent him." 

Dr. Bir John Bichardson on (he same day also sonde in 
his opinion, as requested, on the proposed deapatoh of the 
JBnterprUe Wld Investigator to Behring's Strait : — 

'< It seems to me to be Terr desirable that the weatem 
Bhoies of the Arohipelajjo of Parry's Islands should be 
Marched in a high latitude in the manner proposed bj the 
hfdroipmpher. 

" If the proposed expedition sncoeeds in establishing ita 
winter quarters among these islaada, parties detachedorei 
the ice may travel to tlie eastward and south-eastward, so 
as to cross the line of search which it is hoped Mr. Baa 
lias been aUe to porane in the present sommer, and thus 
to determine whether aay traces of the missing ships exiat 
in localities the moat remote from Behring's Strait and 
iLanoaster Sound, and Irom whence shipwiecked crews 
would find the ereatest difficulty in ttavelEng to any place 
where they could hope to find relief. 

*' The climate of^ArclJc America improves in a sen- 
sible manner with an increase of western longitude. On 
Ihe Mackenzie, on the ISSth meridian, the summer is 
warmer than in any district of the continent in the sama 
narallel, and it is still finer, and the vegetation more 
luxuriant, on the banks of the Yncon, on we ISOth meri- 
dian. This superiority of chmate leads me to infer, that 
ships well fortified against drift-ice, will find the naviga- 
tion of the Arctic Seas more practicable in its western por- 
tion than it has been fonnd to the eastward. Thia iMer- 
•enea is supported by my own peraonal experience, as far 
as it goes. I met with no ice in the month of Angust, on 
-my late voyage, till I attained the 123rd meridian, and 
which I was led, from that circumstance, to suppose coin- 
cided with the weatem limits of Farry'a Archipehigo. 

" The greater facility of navigating from the weat has 
been powerfully advocated by others on former occasional 
and the chief, perhaps the only reaaon why the attempt to 
penetrate the Poiar Sea &om that quarter has not been 
resumed since the time of Coolc is, that the length of the 
previMis Toyoge to Bduing'a Strait would considerably 
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cUnuRiali the store of proviaiona; but the facihtieB of obtain- 
iog BUppliea ia the Faci£c are now so augmeated, that thia 
obiection has no longer the same force." 

Captain I". W. Beechey, nriting irom Cheltenham, on 
the lat of December, 1849, Bays :— 

" I quite agree with Sir Francis Beaofort in what he 
1m8 stated with regard, to any casualties which Sir J, 
franklin's ships may have sustained, and entirely agreo 
with h'm and Sir Edward Parry, that the expedition is 
probably hampered amongst the ice somewhere to the 
Bouth-westward of Melville Island; hat there is yet a pos- 
sibility which does not appear to have been contemplatad, 
which is, that of the scurvy having spread among the crew, 
and incapacitated a large proportion of them from making 
any exertion towards their release, or that the whole, in a 
debilitated Btat«, may jet be clin^g by their Tessels, 
existing sparingly apon the provision which a large mor- 
tality may have spmi out, in the hope of rehef. 

"In &e first case, that of the ships being hampered and 
'' ' 1 health, I think it certain that, e " 



John Franklin and his crew have abandoned the ships, 
and pushed forward for the nearest point where they 
might reasonably expect assistance, and wluch they could 
reasonably reach. 

" There are consequently three pointfl to which it would 
be proper to direct attention, and as the case is urgentr 
every poa^ible method of relief should be energetically 
poshedforward at as early a period as possible, and directed 
to those points, which, I need scarcely say, are Barrow's 
Strait, Behring's Strait, and the northern coast of 
America. 

" Of the measures which can be resorted to on the 



to judge ; but I am of opinion, fliat nothmg should be 
neglected in that quarter ; for it seems to me amiost certain 
that Sir John Franklin and his crew, if able to travel, have 
abandoned their ships and made for the continent', and if 
they have not succeeded in gaining the Hudson's Bay out- 
posts, they have been overtaken by winter before they 
conld accomplish their purpose. 

" Lastly, as to the opinion which naturally forces itself 
upon us, as to the utiUty of the sending relief to persons 
whose means of subsistence will have failed them more thaa 
% year by the time the relief could reach them, I would 
observe, that a prudent reduction of the alloTonco m^ 
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have been timelj nude to meet an emergency, or great 
jnortftlity maj have enabled the gurvivors to Bubaiat up to 
ibs time required, or it may be that the crews have just 
miased reaohin^ the poiuta visited by our parties last year 
before they quitted Uiem, and in the one ease may now be 
aubaistiDg on the aopplies at Leopold Isiand, or be housed 
in eastward of Point Bbitow. auatained by depots whicli 
bare been fallen in with, or by the native supplies ; bo 
tiiat, under all tlie ciTCumstiuices, I do not conaidei their 
etmdition so utterly hopeleas that we should give up the 
expectation of jet being able to render them a tmiely 



I 



" The eudearoDiB to push forward might ha centinned 
until the 30th of Augoat at latest, at which time, if the 
ships be not near some land where they can oonveniently 
nas a winter, they muat direct their course for the main- 
£tnd, and seek a secure harbour in which they could 
remain. And on no account should they risk a wintffl: in 
fite pack, in coosequeuce of the tades and shallow water 
lyinK off the coast. 

" Should the expedition reach Herschel Island, <» ai^ 
other place of refuge (m the coast near the mouth of the 
Mackenzie or Colville levers, endeavonrs should be made 
to communicate information of the ships' position and 
aummer'a proceedings through the Hudson's Biy Com- 
pany or iEussianset^menta, and by means of interpreters ; 
and no opportunilj ^onld be omitted of gaining from the 
natives information of the nuaaing Tessels, as well as of 
any boat expeditions that may have gone forward, as well 
as of the party under Dr. Hae. 

" If nothing should be heard of Sir John Franklin in 
1850, parties of observation should be sent forward in tJw 
apring to intercept the route the ship would have pursued, 
and in other useful directioiis between winter quarters and 
Melville Island; taking eapocial care that they return to 
the ship before the tii^ of hberation of the ships arrive, 
whioh greatly depends npon their locality. 

" Then, on too breaking up of the ice, should any 
' favourable appearance of the ice present itself, the en«- 
dition might be left &ee to take advantage of auch a 
prospeot, or to return round Feint Barrow ; making it 
miperative, however, either to ensure their return, so for 
as human foresight may be exercised, or the certunty of 
their reaching Melville Island at the close of that seastm, 
and BO securing their return to England in 1852. , 

" If, after all, any unforeseen event should detain the 
ships beyond tJie period contemplated above, ereiy e»r> 
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tion HLonld be Tieed, by means oF bosts and interpreten, 
to commnnicate wilii the Mackenzie ; and shomd any 
casualty render it neceeaary t« abandon the veBsels, it 
should be borne in mind that tbe reserre-ahip will i%maia 
at hei quarten nntil the antnnui of 1863, unless she 
hears of the safety of tbe ships and boats in other direc- 
tions ; while in the other quarter, Fort Macpherson, at the 
-entrance of the Mackenzie, may be relied apon as an asvlTim. 

" The Plover, or reserrc-ship, should he provided with 
throe ycaia' provisions for her own crew, and for con- 
tingencies besides. She should be placed as near as pos- 
siblo to Point Barrow, and provided with interpreters, 
and the means of offering rewards for informatiMi ; and 
she should remain at her quarters ao long as there can be 
any occasion for her presence in the Arctio Seas; or, if 
she does not hoar anything of the expedition under Cap- 
tain CoUinson, aa long as her provisions will last." 

Sir John Sichardeon offers the following advice for UuB 
expedition : — " If," he says, " it should wini«r near the 
month of the Yucan or CohiUe, tliat river may be 
ascended in a boat in the month of June, before the sea 
ice begins to give way. The river varies in width from 
A mile and a half to two miles, and flows through a rich, 
well-wooded valley, abounding in moose deer, and having 
a comparatively mild climate. A Knssian trading post 
has been built on it, at the distance of three or four asjif' 
TOyage from the sea, with the current ; bnt as the current 
is strong, fiwm nine to twelve d^s'mnst be allowed for its 
•scent, with the traoiing line. It would be unsafe to rely 
upon Teceiving a supply of provisions at the Russian post, 
as it is net likely that any at«ck beyond what is necessary 
for their own uao is laid up by the traders ; and the moose 
^eer being a very shy anim^, is not easilv shot by an 
tmpractised hunter ; hut the reindeer abound on the neigh- 
bouring hill a , and are much more approachable. The 
white-minted goose also breeds in vast flocks in that 
district of the country, and may be IdUed in numbers, 
without difficulty, in the month of June. 

"If the eipedition should winter within a reasonable 
distance of the Mackenzie, Captain Colhnson may have 
it in bis power to send despatches to England by that 
ronto. 

" The river opens in June, and as soon as the ice ceaaes 
to drive, may be ascended in a boat, with a fair wind, 
under sail, or with a tracking line. 

" The lowest post at present occapied by the Hudson's 
Bay Company on tiiis nver is Fort Ghrad Hope. Th« 
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Bit« of this post bos been changed BeveFol timei, but it 
is at this time on the right bank of the rirer, in lutituda 
66° 16' B"., and is t«n or eleven days' voyaee from the set. 
At Pqiat Separation, opposite to the middle channel oC 
the delta of the river, and on the promontory which 
BeparateB the Peel and the Mackenzie, there ie a case of 
pemmican (80 lbs.) bnried, ten feet distant from a. tree, 
which has its middle branches lopped off, and is marked 
on the tmnk with a broad arrow m black paint. A fipe 
was made over the pit in which the case is concealed, and 
the remains of the charcoal will point out the exact spot. 
This hoard was visited last year by a party &om Fort 
Macpheraon, Peel's Biver, when all was safe. 

" Eight bags of pemmican, weinhing 901b«. each, we»e 
deposited at Fort Grood Hope in 1848, and would remain 
there last aammer for the ose of any boat parties that 
might ascend the river in 1849 ; bnt it is probable tha£ 
put, oi the whole, may have been osed by the Company 
by next year. 

" A boat party should be fiiraished with a small seine 
and a short herrias net, by the use of whicJiagood supply 
of fish may often be procured in the eddies or sandy bays 
of the Mackenzie, They should also be provided with a 
good siip|Jy of buck-ahot, swan-shot, duck-shot, and gun- 
poirder. The Loucheox and Hare Indians will readily 
give such provisions ss they may happen to have, in ex< 
cWige for ammunition. They wm expect to receive 
tobacco i^ratnitously, as thej are accustomed t^ do from 
the traders. 

" The Mackenzie is the only water-way by which anv of 
the Hudson's BayCotupany's posts cso be reached from 
the Arctic Sea. There ia a twst on the Peel Eiver, which 
enters the delta of the MacKenzie, but no supplies can be 
procured there. To the eastward of the Mackenzie no 
ship-party would have a chance of reachine a tradiog post, 
the nearest to the sea being Fort licsolution, on Gfreat 
Slave Lake, situated on the 61st parallel of latitude, and 
the intervening hiUy conntry, intersected by numerous 
lakes and rapS rivers, could not h^crossed by such a 
parl^in less than an entire Bumnier, even conldtiey depend 
on their guns for a supply of food. Neither would it be 
advisable for a party from die ships to attempt to reach 
the posts on the Mackenzie by way of the Coppermine 
!Rtrer and Fort Confidence; as, in the absence of means of 
transport across Great Bear IJake, the journey round that 
irregular sheet of water would be long ana hazardooi. 
Bear Lake Siver is more than fifty miles long, sad fort 
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XTorman, the neeieat post on tlie Mackenzie, U thirty 
jnilea above its moudi. Mr. Eae was instmcted to engage 
AH Indian family or two to hunt on the tract of country 
between tte Coppormine and Great Bear Lake in the 
flommer of 1860 ; out no {^eat reliance can be placed on 
these Indians remaining lone there, as tJiej desert their 
hunting quarters on very alight alarms, being in continnal 
dread of enemies, real or imaginsir. 

' ' A case of pemmican was boried on the anmmit of the 
bank, about four or fire miles from the summit of Cape 
Bathurst, the spot being marked by a pole planted in the 
earth, and the eiact locality of the deposit by a fire of 
driftwood, much of which would remain unconsnmed. 

"Another case waa deposited in the cleft of a rock on. a 
small battlemented cliff, which forms the extreme part of 
Cape Parry. The case was covered with loose stones ; and 
a. pile of atones, painted red and white, was erected imme- 
diately in fi-ont of it. This cliff resembles a cocked-hat in 
some points of view, and projects like a tongue from the 
liase of a ronnded hill, which is 500 or 600 feet high. 

"Several cases of pemmican. were left e^iosed on a ledj^ 
of rocks in latitude 68° 35' N., opposite Lambert Island, 
in Polphin and Union Strait, and in a bay to the west- 
irerd of Cape Eruaenstem, a small boat and ton pieces of 
pemmiean were depoaited onder a lu^ cliff above high- 
water mark, without concealment. The Bsquimanx on 
this part of the coast are not nnmerous, and from the posi- 
tion of this hoard, it may escape discovery by them ; but I 
have every reason to believo that Qie locality has been 
visited by Mr. Hae in the past summer. A depqpit of 
larger size, near Cape Kendall, has been more certainly 
visited by Mr. Eae.'' 

Capt. Sir J. C. Boss, writes from Haslar, Iltli February, 

1850:— 



" With respect to the probable position of tbe Srehnt 

d Terror, 1 consider that it is hardly possible they can 

be anywhere to the eastward of Melville Island, or within 



800 nules of Leopold Island, for if that were the case, tihey 
would assuredly, during the last spring, have made theur 
way to that point, with the hope of receiving assistance 
from the whale-ships which for several years prerious to 
ibe departure of that expedition from England Lad been 
in the nabit of visiting Prince Eegent Inlet in pursuit of 
whales; and in that case they must have been met with, or 
jnarks of their encampments have been found by some of 
tte numerous parties detached from the Unierpriie and 
investigator along the shores of that vicinity during the 
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only period of the Beason. in which trareUmg ia prkctic&bls 
in mose regions. 

" It is probable, tiierefore, th»t during their first som- 
mer. which was remarkably favonrable for the naTigatiou 
of tiioee seas, tbej hare "been enabled (in obedience to 
their orders) to pash the ships to the westward of Banks' 
X^nd, and bave there become involved in the heavy pack 
of ice which was obsDired from Melville Island always to 
be Betting past its westernmost point in a aoath-east direc- 
tion, and from which pack they may not have been able to 
extricate their ships. 

" From such a position retreat to the eastward would ba 
next to impoMible, whilst the journey to the Afackenide 
Hirer, of comparatively easy acoompliahment, together 
with Sir John Franklin's knowledge of the resources in 
the way and of ita practicability, would strengthen tho 
belief that this measure will hare been adopted by them 
during the lost spring. 

" If this be assumed as the present posilion of the £rebu» 
and Terror, it would manifestly be ur more easy and safe 
to a&brd them rehef by means of an expedition entering 
Behring's Strait, than from any other direction, as it 
would not be necessary for the ships to depart so far front 
the ooast ofNarQi America as to preclude their keeping 
np a regular communication with the Snssian settlements 
on the Ejver Cidnlle, or those of the Hudson's Bay Cc»n- 
pany near the mouth of the ]tf sckenzie, whilst the whol» 
•paoe between any position in which the ships might 
winter, and Banks Land could be thoronghlr examined oy 
trarcUing parties early in the spring, or by boats or steam. 
launiuiee at a more advanced period of the following season." 
Mr. W. Snow, in a letter from New York, dated 7th of 
January, 1860, suggests a plan for a well-organized expe- 
dition of as many men as could be fitted out from private 
iunda. 'Tor inatance, let a party of 100 picked men, wel> 
disciplined and ofBcered, as on board a snip, ani accom' 
panied with all the necessary food, scientific instmmwiti, 
and everything nsnal on snch expeditions, proceed imme- 
ji.i.i- I — (jjg gtortest and most available routes, to the 
B neighbourhood of the unexplored regions. If 
would suggest that they should proceed first to 
rt, on the southern part of Hudson's Bay, and 
imall craft to Chesterfield Inlet, or otherwise by 
that quarter, so as to arriro there at the open- 
mer. From this neighbourhood let the party, 
men, be divided into three separate detacn* 
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nents, each with Bpecific instructionB to extend their 
reaearches in a northerly and north-weaterly direction. 
The westernmost party to proceed aa near aa possible in a 
direct ooorfie t« the eastenunost hmits of (Cscocery yet 
made from Behring's Strait, and on no aoeount to denate 
from that course on the western side of it, but, if neoes- 
SBij, to the eastward. Let the central party ahape a 
eourse as near as possible to the position of the Magnetio 
Pole ; and the eastemmoat division direct to Prince Se- 
gent Inlet, or the westermnoat point of discovecy from 
Uie east, and not to deviate from that course easterly. 
Let each of these detachmenta be formed again into three 
divisions, each division thus consisting of ten men. Let 
the first division of each detachment pioneer the way, fol- 
lowed on the same track by the second and the third at 
atated interrab of time. On the rente let the pioneers, at 
every spot necessary, leave diatinpiiahing roarka to denote 
the way, and alao to give information to either of the other 
two pnncipal detachments as may by chance fall into their 
track. To aecond the efforts of uie three detachments, let 
eonatant anooonrs and other aasistanee be forwarded by 
way of Moose Fort, and through the ten men left at Chee- 
terfield Inlet; and should the objeot for which such an 
expedition was framed be happily accomplished by the 
return of the lost voyagers, let meisengera be forwarded 
with the newa, as was done with Captam Back, in the case 
of Captain Boss. Let each of the extreme detachments, 
upon arriving at their respective deatinations, and upon 
bemg joined by the whole of their body, proceed to form 
plans for uniting with the central party, and ascertaining 
the results already obtained by each by sending partiea in 
that direction. Also, let & mosen number as sent out 
from each detachment as exploring parties, wherever 
deemed requisite ; and let no effort tie wanted to make a 
•eareh in every direction where there is a poasibili^ of its 
proving auccessfnl. 

"If a public and more extensive expedition be set on 
foot, I would most respectfully draw attention to the fol- 
lowing sngcestiona : — Let a Land Expedition be formed 
npoD a siimtar plan, and with the same number of men,' 
say 300 or more, as those fitted out for aea. Let this ex- 
pedition be fonaed into three great divisions: the one 
proceeding by the Athabasca to the Glreat Slave I^ke, 
and foUowmg out Captain Back's discoveries ; the second, 
through the Churchill district ; or, with the third, accord* 
JDg to the plan lud out for a private expedition alone ; only 
mi 
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Iceepiag the whole of their forces aa much as possible 
beuing upon tba points where sooceu may be moat likelj 
Attainable. 

" Each of these three great divisioiu to be subdiviiled 
and arranged also as ia the former case. The expense of 
an expedition of thig kind, with all the necessary outlay 
for provisions, &e., I do not think would he more thui 
half what the same would cost if sent by sea ; but of this I 
am not a competent judge, having no definite means to 
make a comparison. But there ts yet another, and, I 
cazmot help conceiving, a more easy way of obviating all 
difficult on this point, and of reducing the expense aoa- 
eiderably. ' 

" It must be evident that the present position of the 
Arctio voyagers is not very accessible, either by land at 
Bea, else the distinguished leader at the head of the expe- 
dition would long ere this have tracked a rente whereDj 
ike whole party, or at least some of them, could return. 

" In such a case, therefore, the only way tJi reach them 
is by, if I may use the expreaaion, forcing an expedition 
on towards them ; I meaSiby keeping it constantly upheld 
and puahing onward. There may be, and indeed there 
are, ve^ sreat difficulties, and di&cultiea of such a nature 
that, I believe, they would themselves canse another great 
difiiculty in the procuring of men. But, if I might make 
another bold suggestion, I would reapectfiilly ask our 
government at home, why not employ picked men from 
convicted criminals, as is done in cxplonng expeditions in 
Australia P Inducements might be held out to them; 
and by proper care they would be made moat serviceable 
aimliaries. GenerallT speaking, men convicted of offences 
are men posaeaaed of almost inexnauatible mental resouroes; 
and auch men are the men who, with physioal powers of 
endurance, are precisely those required. But this I speak 
of, merely, if sufficient bee men could not be found, and if 
economy is studied." 

Mr. John S£cLean, who baa been twenty-Qve years a 
partner and officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, and haa 
published an interesting narrative of his adventures and 
experience, writing to Lady Franklin &om Canada Westf 
in January, 1850, suggestotne following very excellent plan 
as likely to produce aome intelligence, if not to lead to m 
discovery of the party. 

" Lot a small schooner of some thirtv or forty tons bur- 
den, built with a view to draw as little water as possible, 
and as strong as wood and iron could make her, be de- 
spatched from England in cunpany with the Hudson's 
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B»y bIupb. ThJB yewel would, itomediBtolj on ftrriTmg &t 
York Fsctoi^, proceed to the Strait termed Sir Thomas 
Boe'fl Welcome, which divides Soutliainpton Island from 
the mainland ; then direct her couree to Wager EiveT) 
aod protseed onward until interrupted br uuarmoontable 
obstacleB. The party being Rafely landea, I wonld recom- 
niend their remaining stationary until winter trarelling 
became practicable, when they ehonld set out for tlw 
ahores of the Arctic Sea, which by a reference to Arrow- 
Emith'B map appears to be only Eome sixty or serenty miles 
diHtant ; then dividing in two parties or dirieions, the one 
tronld proceed east, the other west; and I think means 
could be devised of exploring 250 or 300 miles in either 
direction; wid here a very unportant question presenta 
itself, — how and by what meana is this fmterprise to be 
accomplished P 

" In the first place, the services of Esquimaux wonld be 
indispensable, ior the twofold reason, that no reliable 
information can be obtained from the natives irithout their 
aid, and that they alcme properly understand the art of 
preparing snow-honses, or ' igloes,' for winter encamp- 
ment, the only lodging which the desolate wastes of the 
Arotic regions afford. Esqnimaui understanding the Eng- 
lish language sufScien^ well to answer our pnroose, ft«- 
qiient the Hudson's Say Company's post in Labrador, 
some of whom mi^t be induced iX should fain hope) t<> 
engage for the expedition; or probably the * half-breed' 
natives might do so more readily than the aborigines. 
Thev shouQ, if possible, bo strong, active men, and good 
marksmen, and not less than four m number. Failing in 
the attempt to procure the natives of lAbrador, then I 
ahonld think Esquimaux mi^ht be obtained at Churchill, 
in Hudson's Bay; the two who accompanied Sir John in 
his first land expedition were from this quarter." 



An expedition of this kind was sent ont by IJBdy Frank* 
iininl852,undBr t^e charge of Mr. Kennedy. ^ Thers are 
Tarionsways oi accomphshmg this object, the choice of which 



must mainlydependontheviewH and wishes of the officerwho 
may undertake the command. Besides the northern route, 
or that by Begent Inlet, it is possible to reach Sir James 
Boss and Simpson's Straits from the south, eutering Hu(t> 
son's Bay, and passing up the Welcome to Bae Isthmus, 
or (^ain by entering Che aterfield or Wager Inlet, and 
gunmg the coast by fiacki's or the Gireat F^ Biver. 

By either of these routes a great part of the exploratiim 
must be made in boats or on foot. In every case the mai^ 
points to be searched aie James Boss's Strait and Simp< 
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■on'e strait, if indeed tkaie b« & piMa^ in tliat directicni, 
aa laid doim in Sir John FrankUn's charts, tlioash contr*- 
dioted by Mr. £ae, and wnaiderad still doabtiU hy aomo 
/jctic navi^ton. 

Tiio following extract from Qie Geovn^Metal Jownal 
BkowB the opinion of Franldin upon the search of thia 
quarter. Dr. Itichardaon lays {JovnuU of Geograpkieal 
Sociefv, Tol. vi. p. 40), — "No better ^an can be proposed 
than uie one suf;gested by Sir John Fmnklin, of Bending 
» vessel to Wsger Birer, and carrying on the surrey firam 
thence in boatg." 

Sir John Franklin obseirea (»6«t p. 48), — " The DoctOT 
alludes iti hia letter to some propositions which he knew I 
had made in the jear 1888, at the command of his present 
Majesty (William IV.) on the same anbject, and partiea- 
larty to the BoggeBtion as to proceeding &iHn Bepnlse or 
Wager Bay. • • • A recent careM reatUng of all t^ 
narratiTea connected with tlie snrreya of the Wt^er and 
Eennlae Bays, and of Sir Edward Parry's Voyage, together 
trim the infonnntion obtained from the EBqu*maux by Sir 
£dwud Parry, Sir John Boss, and Captain Back, confirm 
one in the t^nnion that a ancceasfol delineation of the coast 
east of Fomt Tumagun to the Strait of the Fury and 
Hecla. would bo best attained by on expedition proceeding 
from Wager Bay, the northern parts of which cannot, I 
think, bo farther distant than forty miles from the sea, if 
the information received by the abOTe-mentioned officers 
can be depended on." 

Er. McCormick particularly draws attention to Jones* 
and Smith's Sounds, recommending a oarefn! examination 
of these to their probable termination in the Polar Sea : — 

"Jones' Sound, with the Wellington Channel on th« 
n-est, may be found to form an island of the laud called 
' North Devon.' AH prominent positions on both sides of 
these Sounds should be searched for flag Htaves and piles 
<^ stones, under which copper cylinders or bottles mOT 
have been deposited, containing accounts of the proceed- 
iugs of the musing expedition ; and if successful in getting 
upon its track, a clue would be obtained to the fate of OUT 
gallant countrfmen." 

The Wellington Channel he considers affords one of the 
best chancee of crossing the track of the missing expedi- 

To carry out this plan efficiently, he recommended that 
% boat Bhould be dropped, by the ship conveying the search- 
ing party out, at the entrance to the Wellington Channel 
ia Barrow's Sixait ; bma this point one or oo& sides of 
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thAt chfrnnel and th« northern elioreg of t^e Fany Islands 
might ba explored an for west as the HCBson. woold permit 
of. But sliould the ship be enabled to look into Jmee' 
Bound, on her waj- to Lancaster Sormd, and find th»t 
opening iree from ice, an attempt might be made hj the 
A)at Erpedition to push through it into the Wellington. 
ChanneL In the event, however, of its {voving to bt 
■merely an inlet, which a short delay would be snfficient to 
'decide, the ship might perhaps be in readiness to pick np 
the boat on its retem, for oonreyanoe to itt ultimate des- 
tination through iMtcaster Sound; or as a precanticn 
against any vnforeseen separation from the ahip, a depAt 
M proTisiona shoold be left at the entrance to Jones' Soond 
for the boat to complete it* gnppliea from, after accom- 
l^ishing the exidoraticm of this inlet, and to afford the 
means, if compelled from sn advanced period of the season 
or other adverse eircumatsnees, of reaching some place of 
refuge, cither on board a whaler or some one of the dopdtB 
of pmrisiona on the aonthran ahores ot Barrtnr's fitraitl 

Mr. Pf^nny, in charge of tlie Lady Frankiin, befors 
wilinir, obaer^d : — 

" If an early passage be obtained, I wonid examine 
Jonea' Sonnd, as I have generally fbimd in all my eady 
voyagoB clear nnter at the month of that sound, and then 
is a probabUi^ that an earlier passage by this roate might 
be found into Wellington Strait, which outlet ooght by alt 
means lobe thorooghly exunined at the earliest opportanity, 
since, if Sir J. Franklin has taken that ronte, with the hope 
ef Ending & passage westward, to the north of the Farrf 
and Melville Islands, he may be beyond the power of 
helping himself. No trace of the expedition, or practical 
communicatiou with Wellington Strait, being obtained in 
this quarter, I would proceed in time to take ndvantsge of 
the first opening of the ice in Lancaster Sound, with the 
view of proceeding to the west and entering Wellington 
Strait, or, if this should not be praotic«blo, of proceeding 
farther westward to Cape Walker, and bevond, on one or 
other of which places Sir J(^ Franklin will probably haT» 
left some notices of his course." 

The Government has seen the urgent necessity of 
causing the WelUngton Channel to be carefully examined | 
imperative orders were sent to Sir James Boss to search 
it, blithe was drifted out of Barrow's Straitagainat his will, 
before he received those orders by the North Star. 

I have already stated that Sir John franklin's JiistnictionB 
directed him to try the first favoorable opening to the 
Bonth-weat after passing Cape W alkec ; and failing in that. 
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to try the WeUington Cbaanel. Etctt officer m tbo 
British service, oa a matter of cooTBe, follows his inatrnc* 
tioDB, as far as they are compatible with the exigencies of 
the case, be it what it mayi nor ever deriatea iroia them 
'without good and JostifiaUe caiise. If, then. Sir John 
i'ranklin failed in nnding an opening to the aoutt-west of 
Capo Walker, it is reasonable to suppose he obeyed his 
instraotioas, and tried the WeUineton Channel. The 
second probability in favour of this locality ia, that Sir 
John Franldin exprenaed to many of his iriends a favour- 
able opinion of the Wellington Channel, and, which is of 
far more consequence, intimated his opinion officially, and 
before the expedition was determined npon, that this strait 
seemed to ofier the beet chance of anccess. 

Moreover, Capt. Fitzjames, his immediate second ia 
command in the Erehut, woa strongly in fevonr of the 
Wellington Channel, and always so expressed himself. — 
See hisletter, befbre quoted, to Sir John Barrow, p. SOS. 

Who can d^nbt that the opinion of Capt, FitsjameEi, a 
man of snpOTior mind, beloved br all who knew him, and 
in the service " the observed of ail observera," would hare 
)|Teat weishtwith Sir John Franklin, even if Sir John had 
not been himself nredispoBed to listen to him. What adds 
eonfirmation to these views is, that in 1840, a few years 
prior to the starting of the expedition, Col. Sabine pnb- 
£shed the deeply interesting " ]N arrative of Boron Wran- 
gel'l Expedition to the Foltu' Sea, nndertaken between the 
years 1820 and 1823," and that in his pre&ce the translator 
points to the Wellington Channel as the most likely course 
tbr the snccessM accomplishment of the north-west paa- 
■a^. "Setting aside," he says, "tlie possibility of the 
existence of unknown land, the probability of an open sea 
existing to the north of the Parry Islands, and commnm- 
eating with Behnng Strait, appears to rest on strict 
analogical reasoning." And af^in ne adds, "all the attempts 
to efl'ect the north-west passage, since Barrow's Strait was 
first passed in 1819, have oonsisted in an endeavonr to 
force a vessel by one route or another throush this land- 
locked and ice -encumbered portion of the Polar Ocean." 

]S^o examination has made known what may be the state 
of the sea to the north of the Parry Islands ; whether 
similar impei^ments may there present themselves to 
navigation, or whether a sea may not there exist ofierinr 
DO <£fiicultieB whatever of the kmd, as M. Von Wrao^ 
lias shown to be the case to the nortlk of the Siberian 
[slonds, and as by strict analogy we sboold be justified ia 
■xpectLng. 
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Colonel Sabine is an ofQcer of great scientific esperience, 
and from haying made aevem Polar voyaees, ho has 
devoted great attention to all that relates to that qnarter. 
He was in constant communication with Sir John Frank- 
lin when the expedition was fitting out, and it is bnt 
Teasonable to suf^KMO that he would be somewhat guided 
b; his opuuon. 

We have, then, the opinioos of Franklin himself, Col(»iel 
Sabine, and Captain Fitzjames, all bearing on tins point, 
and we must remember that Parry, who discorarea and . 
named this channel, saw nothing when passing and rd- 
pasding it, but a clear open sea to the noruiwaid. 

Lieut. S. OBhom, in a paper dated thelthof JannoiT, 
18S0, makes the following suggestions ; — 

" General opinion places the lost expedition to the west 
of Cape Walker, and south of the latitude of Melrill* 
Island. The distance livm Cape Bathnrst to Banks' 
Land is only 301 miles, and on retereoce to a chart it will 
be seen that nowhere else does the American continent 
approach so near to the supposed position of Franklin's 
eipedition. 

"Banks' Land bears &wn Cape Bathurst T?. 41° Id* 
£. 302 miles, and there is reason to believe that in the 
snmmer season a portion of this distance may be tra- 
versed in boats. 

" Dr. Hichoi^lBon confirms previous reports of the ioe 
being light on the coast east of the Mackenzie River to 
Cape Bathurst, and informs us Uiat the Esqnimanz had 
seen ' no ice to seaward for two moons.' 



of Franklin may bo expected. It is advisable that sncli 
a second party be despatched &om Cape Bathurst, in order- 
that the prosecution of Dr. Boe's examination of the sup* 
posed channel between Wollaston and Victoria Lands 
may in no way bo interfered with, by his attention being 
called to the westward." 

In March, 1848, the Admiralty announced their intention 
of rewarding the crews of any whaling ahips that brought 
ftccurate information of the missing expedition, with the^ 
■nm of 100 ^ineas or more, according to circumstances. 
Lady Fraukhn also about the same time ofiered rewards- 
of WOOL and 3000?., to be distributed among the owner,. 
officers, and crew discovering and affording rehef to her 
husband, or making extraordmary exertions for the aboT» 
object, and, if required, bringing Sir John Franklin and 
his party to England. 
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. In March, 1B50, the following further rewards were 
offered by the BrttdBh Gk^renmieiit to perBona of sdj 
oonntry: — 

let. To BUT party or persDu who, in the judement of 
ihe Board of Admiralty, shall discover sad effectually 
relieve the crews of H.M. ships Ereb*i and Terror, the 
sum of 20.000i., or, 

2nd. To any party, or parties, &o., who shall discover 
and eflectnally relieTe any portion of the crews, or shall 
oonvey such intelligence as shall lead to the relief of any 
•f the crew, the sum of 10,000/. 

3rd. To any party or parties who shall by Tirtoe of hia 
or their efforts, first auoceed iu aacettaiiung their &te, 
ICOOOi. 

In a despatch &om Sir Gew^e Simpson to Hr. Kse, 
^tedLachine, the 2lBt of Jannaiy, 1S50, he says : — 

"If they be atiU alive, I feel satisfied that every effort 
it may be in the power of man to make to succour them 
will be exerted by yourself and the Companv's officers ia 
Mackflnsie Siver ; but should your late searcn have onfor- 
tonatoly ended in disappointment, it is the desire of the 
'Compsuy that yoa renew your eiplorationa next summer, 
if poesiUe. 

" Bjr the annexed correspondence you will observe that 
the opinion in England appears to be that our exploratiooa 
onght to be more partienlarly directed to that portion of 
the Northem Sea lying between Cape Walker on Um 
east, Melville Island and Banks' Land to the north, and 
the continental shore or the Victoria Islands to the south. 

" As these limits are believed to embrace tlie course 
that would have been pursued by Sir John Eranklin, 
Cape Walker being one of the points he was partioularlv 
instracted to make for, you will therefore be pleased^ 
immediately on the receipt of this letter, to fit out anothex 
exploring por^toproceeain the direction above indicated, 
but varying the routo that may have been followed last 
summer, which party, besides their own examination oS. 
the coast and islands, should be instructed to offer hberal 
rewards to the Esquimaux to sr^^rch for some vestiges of 
the missing expe<£tion, end similar rewards should be 
offered to £e Xodiaus inhabiting near the coast and Feel's 
Eiver, and the half-bred hunters of Mackenzie Biver, the 
latter being, perhaps, more eue^etic than the former; 
assuring them that whoever may procure authentic intel- 
ligence will be largely rewarded. 

" Simultaneous^ with the expedition to proceed towarfi 
Cape Walker, one or two small parties should be deapa' ' ~ ' 
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to the weittrard of the Mackenzie, in tite direction <tt 
f oint Barrow, one of which might pass over to tbe Yoaeon 
Hirer, mi descending that stream to the sea, CBrry on 
their explorations in that qoarter, vhUe the other going 
down the Mackenzie might trace the coast thence towarda 
the Yoncon. And these parties must also be instructed 
to offer rewards to the nativeH to prosecute the search in 
all directions. 

" B; these means them is reason to believe that in flie 
oonrse of one ^ear so minute a search ma; be made of the 
oooat and die slands, that in the erent of the expedition 
Itaving passed in tiiat direction, some trace of their pro- 
gress woold oertainlj be discorered. 

" From f onr experience in Arctic discovery, and pecolior 
gnatificationB fbr soch an midertaking, I am in hopes yoa 
maybe enabled yourself to assnme thecommand<rfthe party 
to proceed to uw northward ; and, as leaders of ib« two 
I»rties to explcwe the eosst to the westward of the Mscken- 
zie, jou will have to select snch office™ of the CoinpanT*§ 
aerviee within the district as may appear best qualiffed tot 
the dnty : Mr. Mnrray, I think, wonld be a very Bt man 
for one of the leaders, and if one party be sent by way <^ 
the Toucon, he might take charge of it. In the event of 
your goins* on this expedition, yon will bo pleased to make 
over tae charge of the district to Chief 3Vader Bell during 
yonr absence. 

" In case yon may be short-handed, I have by this coor 
Teyance instincted Chief Factor BaJJenden to engage in 
£ed River ten choice men, accustomed to boating, and 
well fitted for snch a dnty as will be required of them ; 
and if there be a chance of their reaching Mackenzie 
River, or even Athabasca, before the breaking op of the 
ice, to forward them immediately. 

" Should the season, however, be too far advanced to 
enable thera to accomplish the journey by winter travel- 
ling, Mr. Ballenden is directed to increase the party to 
fourteen men, with a guide to be despatched from Red 
Biver immediately after the opening of the navigation, in 
two boats, laden with provisions and fiour, and a few 
bales of clothing, in oraer to meet, in some degree, tho 
heav^ drain that will be occasioned on our resotirces in 
provisionB and necessary supplies in Mackenzie Eiver. 
The leader of this party from Bed Eiver may, perhaps, 
be qualified to act as the conductor of one of tjie parties 
to examine the coast to the westward." 

On the 5th of February, 1850, another oonsnltatiou 
took place at the Admiralty among those offioers most exr- 
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perienoed in theae matters, and their opinions in wrilji^ 
were Bolioited. It ia important, therefore, to Bnbmit theat 
as fully ta possible to the consideration of the reader. 

The first is the report of the hydmifTapher of ibtt 
Admiralty, dated the 29th of January, 18S0: — 



" The Behring's Strait expedition htnag at length 
iiuily off, it appears to me to be a daU- to snbmit to their 
Lordships that no time shonld now be lost in equipping 
another set of vessels to renew the search on the oppomte 
aide, throogh Baffin's Bay; and this beine the fifth year 
that the Mrehui and Terror hare been sSsent, and pr^ 
bably reduced to only caanal supplies of food and ftid, it 
may be assumed that this search should be so oomplata 
and efiectnsl as to leave unexamined no place in which, t^ 
any of the euppositdons that have been put forward, it ■ 



18 undonbt- 

edly made in the direotaon of Melville luand, and not t» 
the westward. If foiled in that attempt, he naturaUj 
hauled to the southward, and using Banks' Land as a 
barrier agunst the northern ice, he would try to moke 
westing nnder its lee. Thirdly, if both of these roads 
were found closed sf^nst his advance, he perhaps availed 
himaelf of one of the four passages between the Parry 
Islands, including the Wellington Channel- Or, lastly, 
he may have returned to B^h'b Bay, and token the 
invitine opening of Jones' Sound. 

" All those lonr tracks must therefore be diligently ex- 
amined before the search can be called complete, and the 
only method of rendering that examination prompt and 
efficient will be through the medium of steam ; while only 
nselesB expense and reiterated disappointment will attend. 
Ihe best eSbrte of sailing vessels, leaving the lingering 
survivors of the lost ships, as well as their relatives in 
England, in equal deapur. Had Sir James Boas been in 
a steam vessel, he would not have been surrounded by ioa 
and swept ont of the Strait, but by Khooting under the 
protection of Leopold Island, he would have waited there 
till that fatal field hod passed to the eastward, and he 
then would have found a perfectly open sea up to ATelrille 
Island. 

"The best appKcation of steam to ioe-going vessels would 
be £ricBOn'a screw ; but the screw or pa^es of any of 
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oar moderate-aizeil vessels might be tnade to elevate with, 
focilitj, Tessels so fitt«dwomd not require to be fortified 
in an extraordinary degree, not more than common whalers. 
From the log-like quiescence with which a soilinj;; vessel 
most await the crush of two approachine floes, thev must 
be aa strong as wood and iron can make them ; but the 
Bteamer slips out of the reach of the collision, waits till 
the ahock is past, and then profiting by their mutual 
Tecoil, darts at once through the transient openinE;- 

" Two audi Teasels, ana each of them attended by two 
tenders laden with coals and provisions, would be sumcient 
for the main lines of search. Everv prominent point of 
land where notices might have been left would be visited, 
details of their own proceedings would be deposited, and 
«ach of the tenders would bo left in proper positions 
as points of rendezvous on which to fall back. 

"Besides these two branches of the expedition, it would 
be well to allow the whaling captain (Penny) to carry out 
Hs proposed undertaking. His local Imowledge, his 
thorough acquaintance with all the mysteries of the ice 
navigation, imd his well-known skill and resources, seem 
to point him out aa a most valuable auxiliary. 

" But whatever vessels may be chosen for thia aervioe, 
I would boseei^ their lordahips to expedite them ; all our 
attempts have been d^erredTtoo long; and there is now 
leason to believe that very early iu the season, in May or 
even in April, Baffin'sBay may De crossed before the accu- 
mulated ice of winter spreads over its surface. If they 
arrive rather too soon, they may very advantageously 
Bwait the proper moment in some of the Greenland har- 
bours, preparmg themselres for the coming efibrts and 
struggles, and procuring Esquimaux interpreters. 

" hi. order to press every resource into the service of 
this noble enterprise, the vessels should be extensively 
jbmished with means for blasting and splitting the ice; 
-perhaps circular saws might bo adapted to the steamers, a 
launch to each party, with a small rotary engine, sledses 
for the shore, and light boats with sledge Dcarings lot 
broken ice fields ; balloons fbr the distribution of adver- 
tisements, and kites for the explosion of loftv fire-balls. 
And, lastly, they should have vigorous and numerous 
«rews, so that when detachments are away, other opera- 
iions should not be intermitted for want of physical 
fltrength. 

" Aa the council of the Boyal Society, some time ago, 
-dtought proper to remind their lordships of the propriety 
of iostitntiiig this search, it would be mix now to «tU on 



190 PBOORES3 OF AHOTIO DIBCOVBBT, 

that leEimed bodj for all the advice and sugf^Uoni that 

Bcienoe oad philosophy can contribute towaras the accom- 

, Tjishmeat of the great object on which the ejes of aJl 

SngltLod, aod indoed of all tkbe world, are now entirely 

Captain Beechey, writing to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, 7th of February, 1850, Bays : — 

" The iirgeut nature of the case alone can jnsti^ the 
me of ordinary steamera in an icy Bca, and great prudence 
and iudgment will be rcc[uired on the pact of their oom- 
manoers, to avoid being disabled by colliaion and preeanre. 

" 1 would also add, aa an exception, that I Hiinlc Leopold 
Island and Cape Walker, if po^ible, should both be exa- 
mined prior to anj attempt being made te penetrate in other 
directions from Barrow s Strait, and that the bottom, of 
Begcnt Inlet, about the Felly Islands, should sot be left 
nnesamined. In the memorandum submitted to &6ir 
lordships on 17th Januarv, 1849, this quarter was con- 
sidered of importance ; and I am still of opinion, that, had 
Sir John FrMililin abandoned his Tossels near the coast of 
America, and mm:h short of the Mackenzie SiVM% he 
would have preferred the probability of retaining the use 
of his boats notil he found relief u Barrow's Strait, to 
risking an oreriaod jonmey vid the before-mentioned 
rirer; it must be remembered, that at the ^^^'^ ha sailed, 
Sir George Back's discovery had rendered it very pi«babl« 
Uiat Boothia was an island. 

" An objection to tlie necessi^ of this search seoffis t» 
be, that h»d Sir John Franklin taken that route, he would 
have reached Fury Beach already. However, I cannot 
but think there will yet be found some good grounds for 
the Esquimaux sketch, and that their meaning has been 
misunderstood ; and as Mr. M'Cormick is an entepirising- 
person, whose name has already been before their lorf- 
ships, I would submit whether a boat eipeditioa firom 
Leopold SepAt, under his direction, would not satisfac- 
torily set at rest all inquiry upon this, now the on^ 
quarter unprovided for." 
. Captain Sir W. E. Parry states:— 

"lam deoidedly of opinion that the main search should 
he renewed in the direction of MelviUe Island and Baok^* 
Xand, including as a part of the plan the thorough exami- 
nation of Wellingten Strait and of the other siimlar opelf 
ings between the islands of the group bearing my name> 
I entertain a growing conviction of the probability of the 
miasijip Bbips, or at l«ut a ctmsiderable portion <^ tlw 
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crews, beiiiB ehut up at Melville Island, Banks' Land, or 
in thot nei^Lboiirliood, arcing as I do nith Sear-Admiral 
Sir Prancia Beaufort, in nia report read yesterday to tke 
Soard, that ' Sir John Franldin is not a man to treat his 
orders with levity,' which he would be jufltly chargeable 
with doing if he attached greater weight to any notions 



experience of former attempts, aud on the beat information 
■which could then ho obtained on the subject. For these 
reasons I can scarcely doubt that he would employ at least 
two seasons, those of 1845 and 1846, in an imremittina; 
Attempt to penetrate directly westward or sonth-westward 
towards Benring's Strait. 

" Supposing this conjecture to be correct, nothing can 
be more likely than that Sir John FranJdin's ships, having 
penetrated in seasons of ordinary tenmeraturo a consider- 
able distance in that direction, have been locked "P by 
snccessiTe seasons of extraordinary rigour, thus baMing- 
the efforts of their weakened crews to eHcape horn the ice 
in either of the two directions by Behrin^s or Butow'b 
' Straits. 

" And here I cannot bat add, that my own coarictiou of 
this probability — for it b only with probabUitiea tiiat we- 
hare to deal— has been greatly strengthened by a letter I 
ha.ve lately Teceived irom Colonel Sabine, of the Bt^ol 
Artillery, of which I had the honoor to submit a copy to 
Sir Francis Baring. Colonel Sabine having accompanied 
two Bnccessire expeditions to Baffin's Bay, mcloding that 
nnder my command which reached Melville Island, I oonr 
mder his views to be well worthy of their lordships' atten- 
tion on this part of the snbjed;. 

" Itmustbc admitted, however, thatconsiderable weight 
is due to the coujectnre which has been off*ered by persona 
capable of forming a sound judgment, that havinjj failed, > 
•a I did, m the attempt to penetrate westward, Su* Joba 
Franklin might deem it prudent to retrace his steps, and ' 
was enabled to do ao. m order to try a more northem - 
route, either through Wellington Strait or some other of 
those openingH between, the Parry Islands to which I have 
already referred. And this idea receives no small import- 
ance from the feet (said to be beyond a doubt) of Sir John 
Franklin having before hia departure expressed such an 
intention in case of failing to the westward. 

" I cannot', therefore, consider the intended search to 
be complete without mijung the examination of Welling- 
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ton strait and its adjacent opening a distinct pait of the 
"plan, to be performed by one portion of the Tesaels whicli 
1 shall presently propose for the main expedition. 

" Much fitreBs ha£ likewise been laid, and J think not 
altogether without reason, on the propriety of Bearching 
Jones' and Smith's Sounda in. the north-western part of 
Baffin's Bay. CottBiderable interest has lately been 
attached to Jones' Sound, from the fact of its bavin;; been 
Tecently navigated by at leaat one enterprisiiig whaler, 
and found to be of great width, free from ice, with u awell 
from the westward, and having no land visible from the 
mast-hea^ in that direction. It seems more than probable, 
therefore, that it may be found to communicate with Wel- 
lington Strait ; so tW if Sir John !Franklin'» ahipa have 
been detained anywhere to the northward of the Parry 
Islands, it would te by Jones' Sound that he would pro- 
bably endeavour to effect his escape, rather than by the 
less direct route of Barrow's Strait. I do not myself 
attach much importance to the idea of Bit John Franklin 
laving 80 far retraced his steps as to come back throttgh 
Xiancaster Sound, and recommence his enterprise by enter- 
ing Jones' Sound; but tie possibility of his attemptii^ 
Ilia escape through this fine opening, and the report (thonj'E 
somewhat va^e) of a curn of stones seen by one of uie 
whalers on a headland within it. seems to me to render 
it highly expedient to set this question at rest by a search 
in this direction, including the examination of Smith'a 
"Sound also." 

I b^ to cite next an extract from the letter of Dr. Sir 
John Siohardson to the Seeretary of the Admiralty : — 

" Batlar Hospital, Ooiport, 7th of February, 1850. 
"With respect to the direction in which a sncoeBsful 
-tearch ma^ be predicated with the most confidence, rery 
TariouB opinions have been put forth ; some have supposed 
either that the ships were lost before reaching Lancaster 
Sound, or that Sir John Franklin, finding on impassable 
barrier of ice iu the entrance of Lancaster Sound, may 
have sought for a passage through Jones' Sound. I c(o 
not feel inehned to ^ve much weight to either conjeotnre- 
When we consider tiie strength of the Erebus and Terror, 
calculated to resist the strongest pressure to which shipa 
navigating Baffin's Bay have been known to be subject, m. 
conjiinctioa with the fact that, of the many whalers wUoh 
liAve been crashed or abandoned since the commencement 
of the fishery, the crews, or at least the greater part of 
them, have, m almost every case, succeeded in reaching 
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other ships, or the Danish settlements, we cannot believe 
that the two discovery ships, which were seen on the edge 
of the middle ice ao early as the 26th of July, can have 
been so suddenly and totally overwhelmed aa to preclude 
some one of the intelligent offleera, whose minds were pre- 
pared for every emergency, nith their select crews of men, 
experienced in the ice, trom placing a boat on the ice or 
water, and thus carrying intelligence of the disaster to one 
of the many whalers which remained for two mooths 
after that date in those seas, and this in the absence of 
any unnsual catastrophe among the fishing vessels that 

"With respect to Jones' Sound, it is admitted by all 
who are intimately acquainted with Sir John Franklin, 
that his first endeavour would be to act np to the letter of 
his instmctions, and that therefore he would cot liahtly 
abandon the attempt to pass Lancaster Sound. From 
tlie logs of the whalers year after year, we learn that 
when once they hare succeeded in rounding the middle 
ice, they enter Lancaster Sound with facihty : had Sir 
John Franklin, then, gained that Sound, and from the 

J remises we appear to be fully justified in concluding that 
e did so, and had he afterwards encountered a compact 
fieldof ice, barring Barrow's Strait and WeUington Sound, 
he would then, after being convinced that he would lose 
the season in attempting to bore through it, have home 
up for Jones' Souna, but not until he had erected a 
conspicuous landmark, and lodged a memorandum of his 
reason for deviating from Lis instructions. 

" The absecce of i'uch a signal-post in Lancaster Sound 
is an argument aeainst the expedition having turned back 
from thence, and is, on the other hand, a strong support 
to the supposition that Barrow's Strait was as open in 1845 
as when Sir W. E. Parry first passed it in 1819 ; that, 
such beiDg the case, Sir John Franklin, without delay and 
without landing, pushed on to Cape Walker, and that, 



reason to behove, urged by the prevailing winds and the 
set of the flood tides, ia carried towards Coronation Gulf, 
through channels more or less intricate. Should he have 
found no opening at Cape Walker, he would, of course, 
liave sought one tnrther to the west; or, finding the 
southerly and westerly opening blocked by ice, he might 
have tried a northern pasiage. 

" In either ease, the plan of search propounded by Sir 
Fnndi Beaufort seems to provide against every contin- 
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genof , eipeciaUy whaa taken in coBJancdoa with Captaiii 
GoUinBon B eipedicion, vid Behring's Strait, and the boat 
particB &om. the Mackenzie. 

"I do not Tentare to offer an opinioii on the strength or 
e^tuijiment of the reBaels to be einplojed, or other merel;' 
nautical qoeations, farther than bj remarking, that th« 
nae of the small reBaets, ivhich forma part <^ Sir Francis 
BeauforfB scheme, ie supported bj the success of tiia 
early navigators with their vary small enfl, and the late 
g^iant expitnt of Mr. Shedden, in rounding ley Gape and 
Point BaiTOW, in the Saneg Datnton yacht. 

" And further, with respect to the comparatire m^its 
of the paddles and screw m the Arctie seas, I beg leave 
merely to obseive, that aa long as the screw is immersed 
in water it will oontinae to act, irrespectiTe of the tempe- 
ratore of the ur ; but when, as occurs late in the aatomn, 
the atmosphere is suddenly cooled below the freezing 
point of sea water, by a northeilj^ rale, iriiile the sea 
itself remuns warmer, the paddles willbe speedily clogged 
b^ ice Bcciunolating on the floats as th^ rue thron^h the 
air in every revomtion. An incidmt rec<«ded by Sir 
James C. lEtoss fumiahea b Btrildng illnatration of the 
' powerful action of a cold wind ; I allude to a fish having 
been thrown up by the spray against t^ bows of the 
Terror, and firinly frozen there, during a gale in a hish 
southerly latitude. Moreover, even with the aid of a 
ready contrivance for topping the paddles, the flatness or 
hollowneM of the sides oi a paddle steamer readers her 
lesB fit for sustaining preSBure ; the machineiy is more in 
the way of oblique beams for strengthening, and she is 
lees efficimt as a sailing vessel when uie steiun is let o£El" 
2£etnorand,wm encloted in Dr. M' Cor-mick'a Ijetler 
ifihelat<tf January, 1850, 

" in. the month of April last, I laid before my Lorda 
Commissioners of the Admiralty a plan of search for th» 
nussina; expedition under the command of Captain Sir 
John Franklin, by means of a boat expedition up Jonea' 
and Smith's Sounds, volunteering myself to conduct it. 

" In that plan I stated the reasons which had induced 
me ia direct my attention more especially to the openings 
at the head of Baffin's Bay, which at we time were not 
iooluded within the general scheme of search. 

" Wellington Channel, however, of all the probable open- 
ings into the Polar Sea, possesses the highest degree M in- 
tmst, and the exploratioii of it is of snoh paramonat impori- 
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ftnce, timt I slioulil moat nnqnegtioiubly have comprised it 
irithiii my plan of aeiirch, had sot Her Msjestj e bM^ s 
^Enterprise and Investigator been employed at tlie time in. 
JBaxroir'B Strait for t^ espreta pnFpcee of cnunining 
this inlet and C^pa Walker, two of the moat eaeentdM 
pointa of seaxch. m. the whole track of the Mrebas and 
Terror to the westwani; being those V^^ "t the very 
threshold of his enterprise, from which Sir J<^ Fraiiklin 
would take Kb departore from the known to the -nnknown, 
whether he shaped a aoath-westerlv course Jrom the 
latter, or attenqited tbe pesMge in a ni^ier latitude &om 
the former point. 

' ' The return of \ha sea expedition &om Fort Leopold, 
asd the overiand cae from the Mackenzie SiYer.both 
alike unsnecessiiil in their aearch, leaves the fate of the 
gallant franklin and his companions as problematical al 
ever ; in fact, the case stands preciselj aa it did two ^earg 
ago ; the work is yet to be began ; ererythii^ remains to 
be accomplished. 

" In renewal of the search in the ensiling spring, more 
wonld be accomfdiehed in boats than in any other way, 
not only by Eeluing'a Strait, bot iroin the eastward. 
for the dmculties attenduit on icy naTigation, whieh, 
form BO insaperable a barrier to the progresB of ships, 
'Would be readily Bnrmonnted by boats; by means of 
-trhicli the coast hne may be eloe^y examined tor cairns of 
stones, under which Sir 3oka FiankhiL would most indn- 
bitabij deposit memorials of his progress in all prominent 
positions, as opportunities might offer. 

" The di£e:oTery of one of tk^e mementos would, in 
all probability, cffoid a due that might lead to the reecos 
of our enterprising conntrymeii, ere another and sixth 
winter close m upon them, snould they be still in eiistenoe; 
and the time has not yet Birived for abondoaine hope. 

' ' In renewing once more the oSct of my semcea, whici 
I do most cheerfidly, I see no reason for dunging the 
opinions I entertained last saving ; subeequait erents 
have only tended to eoniirm th^n. I then belieTed, and 
I do so still, after a long and mature consideration of the 
subject, that Sir John !■ rauklin's ships hare been arrested 
in a high latitude, and beset in the heav^ pidar iee north* 
ward of the Parry Islands, and that their ^xttMUe course 
thither has been through the Wellington Chaunel, or one 
«f the Sounds at the uorth^n extremity of iBafiin's Bay. 

" This appears to me to be the only view of the case 

that can in any way account for the entire absence of all 

o2 
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tidings of tLem throughout ho pTOb-acted a. period of time 
(unless all have perished by some sudden and orerwhehn- 
ijvg catastrophe). 

''Isolated aa their position would be under such cir- 
cumstunces, any att«mpt to reach the continent of 
America at such a distance would be hopeless in the 
eztreme: and the mere chance of anj party &oni the 
ships reachine the top of Baffin's Bay at the Tery moment 
of a whaler's orief and uncertain, visit would be attended 
with by far too great a risk to justify the attempt, for 
fulure would ensnre inevitable destmction to the whole 
party ; therefore their only alteraative would be to keep 
together in their ships, should no disaater have happened 
to them, nnd by husbanding their ramaining resources, 
oke them out with whaterer wild animals may come 
within their reach. 

" Had Sir John Franklin been aUe to shape a south- 
weatcrly course Srora Cape Walker, as directed by his 
instruotions, the probabibty is, some intelligence Of him 
would have reached this country ere this (nearly five years 
having already elapsed since his depaituro Jrom it). 
Parties would have been sent out irom his ships, either 
in the direction, of the coast of America or Banow'a 
Strait, whichever happened to be the moat accessible. 
Esquimaux would have been iallen in with, and tidings of 
the long-absent expedition have been obtained. 

" Failing iu penetrating beyond Cape Walker, Sir John 
Franklin woi^d have lef^ some notice of his future inten- 
tions on that spot, or the nearest accessible one to it ; 
and should he uien retrace his course for the Wellington 
Channel, the most probable conjecture, ho would not 
pass up that inlet without depositing a further account 
of his proceedings, either on the western or eastern point 
of the entrance to it. 

" Therefore, should my proposBl meet with their Lord- 
ships' approbation, I would most respectfully submit, that 
the party I have volunteered to conduct should be landed 
at the entrance to the Wellington Channel, or the nearest 

Soint attainable by any ship that their Lordships may 
eem fit to employ in a foture search, consistently with 
any other services that ship mav have to perform ; and 
should a landing be effected on the eastern side, I would 
propose commencing the search from Cape Biley or 
Beechey Island in a northerly direction, carefully ex- 
amining every remarkable headland and indentation of 
thr western coast of fiorth Devon for memorials of &e 
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miBSin;^ expedition ; I would then cross over tLe Wellin)!- 
ton Channel, and continue the Bearch along the nortiiem 
shore of Comwallis Island, ertendini; the exploration to 
the westward as far as the remaiuing portion of tiie season 
would permit, bo as t*> secure the retreat of the party 
before the winter set in, retoming either hj^ the eastern 
or west«m side of Comwalha Island, as circumstances 
might indicate to be, the most desirable at the time, after 
a.'i.vrtaining the general extent and trending of the ehores 
of tkat island. 

" As, however, it wonld be highly desirable that Jones' 
Sound should not be omitted in the search, more especially 
ai a whaler, last season, reached its entrance andreported 
It open, I would further propose, that the ship conveying 
the exploring party out should look into this opening on 
her way to Lancaster Sound, if circumstances permitted 
of her doing so early in the season; and, if found to be 
free irom lee, the attempt might be made by the boat 
e:cpedition to push through it to the westward in this 
latitude; aad should it iirove to be an opening into the 
Polar Sea, of which I think there can be little doubt, a 
great Baring of time and distance would be accomphshed. 
Failing in this, the ship should be secured in some central 
position in the vicinity of the Wellington Channel, as a 
point d'ap2>ti to fall back upon in the search from that 

(Signed) £. M'Cosuicc, B.N. 

" Tmicieniain, Itt 0/ January, 1850." 



Outline of a Flan of an Overland Journey io the Polar 
Sea, fiy the Way ^ the GtppermiTie River, in Search of 
Sir John Franklin's JSxpedilion, suggested in 1847. 
" If Sir John Franklin, guided by his instructions, hag 
passed through Barrow's Strait, and shaped a south- 
westerly course, from the meridian of Cape Walker, with 
the intention of gaining the northern coast of the con- 
tinent of America, and so passing through the Ealphin 
and Union Strait, along the shore of that conttuen^ to 
Behring'a Strait; 

" His greatest risk of detention by the ice throughout 
this course would ho found between the parallels of 74" 
and 69° north latitude, and the meridians of 100° and lltf" 
west longitude, or, in other words, that portion of the 
north-west passage which yet remains unexplored, occupy- 
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iag the space between tbe western eout of Boothia on the 
one Bide, ajid the bland or ialandB focmicg Banks' &cd 
Tiotoiia Lands on the other. 

" Should tbe Erebtu and Iferrw hare been beset in tjie 
heavy drift ice, or wrecked amongst it and the broken 
land, which in aR probability exists tbore, whilst contend- 
ing witk tbe prerideut westerly winds in this qparter ; 

" ]3ie Coppermine Biver would depidedly offer tbe moat 
direct route and nearest approach to tbat portion of tbe 
Polar Sea, and, after crossing Coronation Gmf, the average 
breadth of the Strait between the Continent and Victoria 
Land is only abont twenty-two miles. , 

"From toii poiota cawolaearch^onld becominenced 
in the dii!«otion of Banks' Land; tbe intervening apace 
between it and Victoria Land, occupying abont five degrees, 
or bttle more than 300 miles, ooold, I tbink, be accom- 
phshed in one eeasoB, and a retreat to winter quarters 
effected before l^e winter set in. As tbe ioe in Ibe Cop* 
permine Biver breaks up in Jnne, the searching partv 
ought to reaoh tbe sea by the beginning of August, whicb 
winild leave two of l^e beat months < ' " " 
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exploring tbe Polar Se«, viz., Augnat Kad Septemi 

"Aa it would be highly desirable tbat everv available 
day, to the latest period of the season, should be devoted 
to the search, I should propose winterini^ on the coast in 
the vicinity of the month of the Coppermine Itiver, which 
would ^so affc^ a favourable poaitiOD from which te re- 
commence tbe search in tbe following spring, should the 
first season prove nnaucceaaful. 

" Of course the object of snt^ an expedition aa I have 
proposed is not with tbe view of taUne supplies te such 
a numerous party as Sir John Franklin baa nnder hia 
command; but to find ont bis position, and acquaint him 
■where a dep6t of provisions would be stored up for 
himself and crews at mj pronosed wint«r quarters, where 
a party sbonld be left to bnild abooBe, estabbsb afisbety, 
uid hunt for game, dnring the abaraoe of the seandiing 
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_ :> caiTT out this plan efficiently, the Hudson's Bay 
Company shoold be requested to lend their powerful 
co-operation in furnishing guides, suppbea of pemmican. 
Sec., for the party on their route ana at wint^ quarters. 
Without entering into details here, I may observe, that I 
■bould consider one boat, combining the necessarv regoi- 
•itea in her conatrnction to fit her for either the river 
navigation or that of the shores of the F<dar Sea, would 
be quite sufficient, with a crew one-bftlf sailors, and tho 
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other lutlf Canadian boatmen; the latter to be engaged at 
Montreal, for wbiclt place I would propoee letving Eiif^ 
JsJid in the month of Febraary. 

" SJjonld aach an expedition eren &il in its main object 
— the dlBooreiT c£ die position of tlie niBsinf; Bhipa and 
their crews, the long-Booght-for Folar paasage maf be 
acconpliahed. 

(Signed) R. M-CojuncK, B.H. 

" Wooltciei, 1847." 

Copy (if <t letter fi-om lAeticntad Bkentfd Oih<»m to tie 
Lord* Commisiioners of the Admiralty. 

" Ealing, Middlesex, Hh Jamiary, 1850. 

"My Lords, — A second attempt to r«adi Sir John 
Pranklin'B expedition bong about to be tried durinj; the 
present year, I take the liberty of caUine your attenfton to 
the endoaed propoaitiMi for an overland party to be dea- 
patched to the anorea of tbe Polar Sea, witn a Tiew to 
tiieir travening the short distance between Cape Bathnrat 
and Banks' Land. My reasons for tliua trespassing on 
yoor attention are as follows : 

'' lat. General opinion plaoee the loet expedition to the 
west of Cape Walker, and soutli of the latitude of MelTille 
Island. 

'' The distance from Cape Bathurst to Banks' Land is 
only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it will be seen 
that nowhere else does the American continent approach 
eo near to the Bnpposed position of Franklin's erpodition. 

" 2nd. As a starting point. Cape Bathtirat offers great 
advantages ; the amraL of a party sent there from Eoghmd 
may be calculated upon to a day ; whereas the arriral of 
Captain Coilinaon m the longitude of Cape Barrow, or 
that of an eastern expedition in Lancaster Sound, will 
depend upon many nnoontrollable contingencies. The 
distance to be performed is comparatively Httle, and the 
certainty of being able to fall hack upon supplies offers 
great advantages. Captain Coilinaon will have 680 milea 
of longitude to traverse between Cape Barrow and Banks' 
Land. An £astem Expedition, if opposed by the ice (aa 
Sir Jamea !Rose has been), and unable to proceed in their 
vessels farther than Leopold Harbour, will have to journey 
on foot 330 miles to reach the longitude of Banks' Land, 
and if uiv aeddent oocnr to their vessels they will be in 
as critical a position aa those they go to seek. 

" 3rd. Baak»' Land beaia from Cape Bathurst N. 41° 4Sf 
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£. 302 miles, and theto is reason to believe that in the 
eummer eeason a ptntiou of this distance may be traversed 

" 4th and 5th. Dr. Bicbardson confirms previous re- 
ports of the ice being li^t on the coast east of the Mac- 
kenzie Itiver to' Cape Sathuiet, and informs us that the 
Esquimaux had seen no ice to seaward for two moons. 

" 6th. Every mile traversed northward by a party from 
Cape Bathurat would be over that unlmoffa space in which 
traces of EranMin may he expected. 

" 7th. It is advisable thjit such a second party be dee- 
patched &oia Cape Bathurst, in order tJiat the prosecution 
of Dr. Hae's examination of the supposed channel between 
WoUaston and Tictoria Lands may in tio way be inter* 
fered with by his attention being called to the westward. 

" 8th. The caches of provisions made at different points 
of the Mackenzie and at Cape Bathurst, would enable a 
party to push down to their starting point with great cele- 
rity directly the Eiver Mackenzie opens, which may be as 
early as May. 

"X would also remind your Lordships that the proposed 
expedition would carry into execution a very important 
clause in the instructions given to Sir James Aoss ; viz-, 
that of sending exploring parties from Banks' Land in a 
south-westerly direction towards Cape Bathurst or Gape 
Pany. 

" In conclusion, I beg to offer my willing services 
towards the execution of the proposed plan; and seekiuj^ 
it from no selfish motives, but thorougliiy impressed with 
its feasihility, you may rest assured, my lords, should I 
have the honour of being sent upon this service, that I 
shall not disappoint your expectations. 
"I have, Ac, 
(Signedi " Shbeaed Obbobn, Lieut, B.IT." 



Copyi^a letter ftom Colonel Sabine, R.A., to Captai:i 
Sir W. Edtcard Pariy. 

" Castle-down Thrace, Satlings, 
" lath of January, 1850. 
" There caa be Uttlo doubt, I imagine, in the mind of 
> who has read atteutivelv Franklin's instructions, 
•eference to them) your description of the state of 
ud of the navigable water in 1S19 and 1830, in the 
lich he was ordered to pursue ; still less, I thint, 
s be a doubt m ihe mind of any one who had the 
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advantage of being with yon in those years, that Franklin 
(alwaye snpposiiig no prefioiiB disaster) must have made 
liie way to the south-west part of Melville Island either in 
1»46 or 1816. It has been said that 1846 was an usraroor- 
abie seasoa, and as the uaTJ^tiou of Davis' Strait and 
Baffin's Bay was new to Franklin, we may regard it ati 
more probable that it may have taken him two seasons to 
accomplish what we accomplished in one. So far, I tKink, 
guided by liis instructions and by the esperience gained in 
1819 and 1820, we may reckon pretty confidently on tho 
first stage of his proceedings, and, doubtles!i, iu his pro- 
(rress he would have left memorials in the usual manner at 

filaces where he maj have landed, some of which would be 
ikeiy to fall in the way of a vessel foLowing in his track. 
From the west end of Melville Island our inferences sa to 
his further proceedings must become more conjectural, 
being contingent on the state of the ice and the existence 
of navigable water in the particular season. If he found 
the ocean, as we did, covered to the west and south, as far 
as the eye could reach flnm the summit of the highest 
hills, with ice of a thickness unparalleled in any other part 
of the Polar Sea, he would, aft«r probably waiting through 
one whole season in the hope of some favourable change, 
Iiave retraeed his steps, in obedience to the second part of 
his instructions, in order to seek an opening to the norlh 
which might conduct to a more open sea. In this ca»e 
some memorial of the season passed by him at the south- 
west end of Melville Island, and also of his purpose of 
retracing his steps, would doubtless have been left by hims 
and should he subsequently have found an opening to the 
north, presenting a favourable appearance, there also, 
should ciremnstances have permltt«d, would a memorial 
have been left. 

" He may, however, have found a more favourable stat« 
of things at the south-wrst end of Melville Island than ne 
■ did. and may have been led thereby to attempt to force a 
paseu^'O loF his ships in the direct line of Behring's Strait, 
or perhaps, in the first instance, to the south of tiiat direc- 
tion, namely, to Banks' Land. Iu such case two contin- 
gencies present themselves : first, that in the season of 
navigation of 1347 he may have made so mnch progress, 
that in 1H4S ho may have preferred the endeavour to push 
through to Behring's Strait, or to some western part of 
•he continent, to an attempt to return by the wot of Bar- 
row Strait ; the mission of the Plover, the ^nterpriae, 
and the InveHigator, together with Dr. Eae's expedition, 
supply, I presume (for I am but partially acquainted with 
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their ingtmctioDB), the moet judidons means of afibrdmg 
relief in this direodon. There ia, however, a secocd con- 
tingency ; and it is tbe one which the impression left CNt 
my mind by lie nature and general aspect of the ice in the 
twelre months which we ourselvee passed at the south- 
west end of MebillB Island, oompele me, in spite of la^ 
wishes, to regard as the more probable, viz., that his 
advance from Melville Island in the season of 1847 may 
have been limited to a distance of 50, or perhaps 100 miles 
at farthest, and that in 1848 he may have endeavonred to 
retrace his steps, but only with partial success. It is, I 
apprehend, gnite a conceivable case, that nnder these cir* 
cmnstances, mcapable of eitricatiuK the ships irom the 
ice, tJie crews may have been, at leng;th, obliged to quit 
them, and attempt a retreat, not towards the continent, 
because too distant, but to Melville Island, where certainly 
food, and probably fuel (seals), might be obtained, ana 
, where they would naturally suppose that vessels despatched 
from !KngWd for their relief would, in the first instance, 
seek them. It is quite conceivable also, I apprehend, that 
the drcomstances might be such that their retreat may 
have been made without their boats, and probably in tha 
April or May of 1849. 

" Where the Esquimaux have lived, there EngUshmen 
maj live, and no valid argument against the attempt to 
reheve can, I think, be founded on the improbabilitr of 
finding Englishmen alive in 1850, who may nave made a 
retreat to Melville Island in the spring of 1849 ; nor would 
the view of the case be altered in any material degree, if 
we suppose their retreat to have been made in 1848 or 
1849 to Banks' Land, which mav aSbrd fa<»litieN of food 
and ^el equal or si^teiior to Melville Island, and a further 
retreat in the following year to the latter island as the point 
&t which they would laore probably look out for succour. 

" Without dispara^ment, therefore, to the attempt3 
made in other directions, I retain my original opinion, 
which seems also to have been tike opinion of the Board oi 
Admiralty, by which Boss's Instructions were drawn up, 
that the most promising direction for research would be 
taken b^ a vessel which should follow them to the south- 
west pomt of Melville Island, be prepared to winter there, 
Knd, if necessary, to send a party across the ice in April 
or May to examine Banks' Land, a distanee (there and 
back) less than recently aocompliahed by Boss in bis laud 
journey. 

" I learn ftom Soss's despatches, that almost immediately 
after he got outof Port Leopold (1848), he was entangled ia, 
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■pparently intemunable fields and floes of ice, witli which, 
in the course of th« Eummer, he was drifted down through 
Barrow Strait and Baffin's Baj nearly to Davie' Stnit. 
It ia reasonable to preHnme, therefore, tliat the kicaJitieB 
fcom whence this ice drifted are likely to be less euoiim- 
bered thaik nsnal by accnmolated ioe in 18S0. It is, of 
eoQTse, of the highest importance to reach Butow S^ait 
attheearliestpossiblepenodof the season; and, eosnected 
with this point, I learnt from Captain Bu'd, whom I had 
the pleasure of seeing here a few daja ago, a very remark- 
able fact, that the ioe which prerentM their crossing 
Baffin's Bay in 72° or 73° of latitude {as we did in 1819, 
sniring in Butow Strait a month earlier than we had. 
done the preceding year, when we went round bj Md- 
Tills Bay, and nearly a month earher than Boss did 
last year] was young ice, whicit had formed in the remark- 
ably calm summer of last year, and which the absence Ot 
wind [Hrerented their ffoemg a passa^ throngh, on the 
one hand, whilst, ni the other, the ice was n(k heaTy 
enough for ice anchors. It was, he said, not mare than 
two or two-and-Bwbalf feet thick, and obnoualy of Tery 
recent formation. There must, iJierefore, have been an 
earlier peiiod of tlie eeaaon when this part of the sea must 
bare been free &om ice; and this cornea in confimmtion of 
a circumstance of which I was informed by Mr. Petersen 



(a Danish gentleman sent to England aome months ago 
by the Northern Society of Antiquaries of Copenhaeec, to 
make ertroeta from books and mauuscriptA in the British 
MuBcmn), that the Iforthmen, who had settlements some 
centuries ago on the west coast of Greenland, were in the 
habit of crossing Baffin's Bay in the latitude of Upernavia 
in the spring of the year, for the purpose of fishing in 
Barrow Strait, from whence they returned in Aneust; 
and that in the ear^ montha they generally found the 
passage a^osa free from ioe. 

" El the preceding remarks, I have left one contingency 
imconsidered ; it ia that which would have fbliowed in 

n nance of his instructions, if Frankhn should hard 
d the aspect of the ioe too unfavourable to the west 
and south of Melville laland to attempt to force a passage 
through it, and should have retraced nia steps in hopes of 
finding a more open sea to the northward, either in Wel- 
lington Strait or elsewhere. It is quite conceivable that 
bere also the expedition may have encountered, at no very 
great distance, insuperable difficulties to their advance, 
and may have failed in accomplishing a retnm with their 
■hips. In this case, the retreat of the crews, supposing it 
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to have been made acrosa land or ice, ^onld most probablT 1 
be directed to some part of the Coast on the ront« to Mel- 
Tille Island, on which route they wonld, without donb^ 
«xpect that succour would be attempted." 

Mr. Egbert A. Goodair, a brother of Mr. H. D. Goodsir, 
the assistants surgeon of Sir John Franklin's ship, Tb« 
iW6u*, left Stromness, hs aurgeon of the Adcice, whaler, 
Oapt. Penny, on the 17th of March, 1S49, in the hopes of 
gaininc some tidings of his brother ; bat retnmed unsniv 
cessfiu after an ei^t months' voyage. He haa, however, 
pnbUshed a very interesting little narrativ© of the iej 
regions and of hia Arctic vovage. 

In a letter to Lady Franitlin, dated Edinburgh, 18th of 
January, 1850, he says: — "I trnat yon are not aliowiog 
yourself to become over-anxions. I know that, although 
there is much cause to be so, there is still not the slightest 
reason that we should despair. It may bo presumptuous 
in me to say bo, but I have never for a moment doubted 
as to their ultimate safe return, having always had a »)rt 
of presentiment that I would meet my brother and his 
companions somewhere in the regions in which their adven> 
turea are taking place. This nope I have not yet given 
up, and I trust that by next summer it may be fulfilled, 
when an end wiU be put to the suepenee which has lasted 
go long, and which must have tried you so much." 

The Arctic regions, far from being so destitute of aaimd 
life BB might he snppoaed from the bleak and inhospitable 
eharacter of the climate, are proverbial for the boundlesi 
provision of varions species of the animal kingdom, which 
are to be met with in diSerent localities during a great 
■part of tie year. 

The tdi is oft^i darkened by innumerable flocks of 
Arctic and blue gulls (Lestrif Farasificu*, and Zanu 

ilaucue), the ivory gull or enow bird (£anwe£urneu«), the 
ittiwoke, the iiilmar or petrel, snow geese, terns, coons, 
dovekies, &e. The cetaceous animals comprise the great 
Greenland whale {BaliBna mysticetus), the sea unicorn, or 
narwhal {Monodon menoceros), the white whale or beluga 
(Del^kiii'tts leacos), the morse or walrus (Trichecue ros- 
inarug), and the seal. There are aleo plen^ of porpoises 
occasionally to bo met with, and although these animals 
may not be the best of food, yet they can be eaten. Of 
the land animals I may instance the Polar bear, the musk' 
ox, the reindeer, the Arctic tox. and wolves. 

Parry obtained nearly 40001bs. weight of animal food 
uring his winter residence at Melville Island; Boss 
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Alhaay and JHsrovmy, a ship and sloop, 
mand of Mr. Barlow and Mr. Knight, were caat on shore 
on T>Iarble Island, and it was subsequently ascertained 
that some of the party snpported life for nearly three 
years. Mr. Hearne learnt the particnlars from some of 
the Esquimauz in 1729. The soip it appeared went on 
shore in the fall of 1719 ; the party, being then in number 
about fifty, began to build their house for the winter. Aa 
FOOTi as the ice permitted in the following Bummer the Es- 
quimaux paid them another visit, and found the number 
of Bailors much reduced, and very unhealthy. 

Sickness and famine occasioned such havoc amoiiK them 
that by the setting in of the second winter, their number was 
reduced to twenty. Some of the Esquimau! took up their 
abode at this period on the opposite side of the harbour, 
and supplied them with what provisions they could spare 
in tjie shape of blubber, seal's flesh, and train oil. 

The Eaquimftui left for their wanderings in the spring, 
and on revisiting the island in the sommer of 1721, on^ 
five of the crews were found alive, and these were so 
ravenous for food, that they devoured the blubber and seal's 
flesh raw as they purchased it of the natives, which proved 
80 injurious in their weeic state that three of them died in 
ft few days. The two survivors, though very weak, 
managed to bury their comrades, and protracted their 
existence for some days longer. 

"They frequently, in the words of the narrative, "went 
to the top of an adjacent rock, and earnestly looked to the 
south and east, as if in expectation of some vessels coming 
to their relief. After continuing there a considerable 
time, and nothing appearing in sight, they sat don n close 
together and w^ bitterly. At length one of the two 
died, and the other's strength was so far exhausted, that 
he fell down and died also in attempting to dig a grave for 
his companion. The skulls and other large bones of these 
two men are now lying above ground close to the house." 

Sir John Bichardson, speaking of the amount of food to 
be obtwned in the Polar region, sajs, " Deer migrate over 
the ice in the spring from the mam. shore to "Victoria and 
Wollaston Lands in large herds, aud return in the autumn. 
These knda are alao the breeding places of vast flocks of 
snow geese ; so that with ordinary skill in hunting, a large 
supply of food might be procured on their shores, in tho 
months of June, July, and August. Seals are also nume> 
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tons in tiuwe seatr, Etnd are easilj ehot, their conosity r»i- 
deringthem a ready prey to a boat party." In these nwra 
and by fishing, the stock of provtsioiu mieht be ^reauy 
anKTQented — and we have the remnt eiampHe of Mr. Sae, 
who passed a serere winter on the Teiy barren ahorea of 
It^prUBB Bay, with no other foe! than the withered tnila of 
herbaceous andromada, and maintained e 



party on the spoils of the chase alone for a whole year. 
Such iD9taneet forbid ns to lose hope. Shooid Sir John 
franklin's prorisions beoome so iar inadeqnatt! to a win- 
ter's comnmtption, it is not likely that he woold remain 
longer by hia ships, bnt rather that in <Mie body, or in 
eeveral, the officers and crews, with boats eat down so a« 
to be light enough to drag over thd ice, or built Kcpresslj 
for that pnipose, would endearour to make their way east^ 
ward to Lancaster Sound, or sontliward to the main land, 
aocordiug to tfie longitude in which the ships were ar- 

Wo onght not to judge of the sap«£eB of food that can 
be procxired in the Arctic renons by diligent hunting, 
irom the quantities that hare Dsen actually obtained on 
the sereral expeditions that hare returned, and cohm. 
qnently of the means of preserving life there, Whea 
there was abundance in the ships, the addreBs and vangy 
of the hunting parties was not likely to be called forth, as 
they would inevitably be when the existence of the crews 
depended solely on their personal efforts, and formed 
their chief or oal^ object in their march towards quarters 
where relief might he looked for. This remark hsa 
reference to the supposition that on the failure of the 
stock of provisions in the ships, tike crewa wonld in separate 

nies under their ofBcera seek for succour in seveml 
ctions. 

With an empty stcmiach the power of reaistini^ external 
cold is greatly impaired i but when the process of digestioa 
is going on rigoroosly, eren with comparatiTely scanty 
clothing, the heat of the body is preserved. There ia in 
the wint«r time, in high latitndes, a craving for fat OK 
oleaginous food, and tor such occasions the flesh of seals, 
walmsseB, or hears, forms a useful article of diet. Cap- 
tain Cook says that the walrus is a sweet and wholesoma 
article of food. Whales and seals wonld alao fomish li^it 
and fuel. The necessity for increased food in verv c(AA 
weather, is not so ^at when the people do not worlc. 

Mr. tiiljnn, in his Narrative in the Nautical Magaziae 
for March, 1850, Tvrites thus ;— 
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" Alxnit the 20^ of June a small water bird, called the 
doveky, had become bo numerous, and ta loaiiy were 
daUy shot by those who troubled themselres to go after 
them, that shooting parties from each shipjConBistiii^ of 
an officer and marine, were estahUahed at Whaler Foint, 
wliere they remained the whole week, retnmiiig' on board 
on Saturday night. In a week or so siler this the coon, 
a mvicb Itearier bird, became more plentiM tiian the little 
doveky, and ^m tins time to the middle of Aiupist, so 
Buccessful and untiring were oar sportsmen, that the crew- 
received each a bird per man a day. 

" The account kept on hoard the Invettiaalor showed the 
number of birda killed to have amooifted to about 4000, 
wid yielding near 25001bs. of meat. But more than this 
was obtained, a£ many were shot by individnalB for amuse- 
ment, and not always noted." 

Mr. Ooodsir, surgeon, when in the Advice whaler, on 
lier voyage up Lancaster Sound, in the summer of 1840, 
epesking of landing on one of the WoUaaton laknda, on 
the west side of Navy Board Inlet, says he disturbed 
about half a dozen pairs of the rider dock {Somateria 
molliieima). Their eggs he found to be within b " 



hours of maturity, Inere were besides numerous nests, 
the oecupante of which had probably winged their way 
southwards. Two brent geese {Aiiter b^icla), and a 
single piiir of arctic terns [Sieraa arctica), were most 
Tociferoos and courageous in defence of their downy 
offapring wherever he approached. These were the only 
birds he saw, with the exception of a solitarj raven 
{Corvut corar) not very high overhead, whose sharp and 
yc-t musically bell-like croak came startling- upon the ear. 
Mr. Snow, in his account of the voyage of the Frince 
Albert, p. 162, SHys (speaking of lU^elrille Bay, at the 
northern head of Baffin s Bav), "Innumerable quantities 
of birds, especially the little auk {Alca alle) and the 



1 toe wing and in the water, and often oi 
where they were clustered together so thicL that scores 
might have been shot at a time by two OT three fowling 
pieces." 

In passing up Lancaster Sound afortniglit later eeveial 
ahoala of eider ducks and large qouititieB -^t otber bii^ 
were also seen. See ante, p. 4S, ei teg. 
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A BALLAD OF SIE JOHN FBANKLni. 

The ice wai »11 iaoaai.-—C«leHdge. 

TThitheb Ball yon. Sir John Frsnklln ? 

Cried a whmler in Bftflln's Bay ; 
To kDow It between the land and the Pile, 

I may And a broad sem-my. 
I charge yon back. Sir John Franklin, 

As you wonid live and thriie, 
For lielween the land and the ftoien Pole 

Ko man may eatl allre. 
But lightly laoghed the stout Sj John, 

And s|>c>ke nnto hie men ;~^ 
Half Kngland is wrong, if he ia right- 
Bear off to westnaid then. 
O, whither Ball yoo, braTe Engllihmaaf 

Cried the little Esquimaux. 
Between your laud and the polar star 

My goodly yeuels go. 
Come down, if you would joamey there, 

The little Indian said; 
And change your oloih for ftar elothlng. 

Tour vessel for a sled. 
But Ugbtty laoghed the stout Sir John, 

And the crew laughed with bim loo ; 
A sailor to change tiom ship to aled, 

I ween, were wmething new I 
All through the long, long polar day. 

The Te^elfl westward sped ; 
And wherever the aaU of Sir John mu blovii;. 

The Ice gave way and fled. 
Gave way with many a hollow groan. 

And with many a suriy roar; 
But It mnrmured and threatened on ey^ry uU'-f. 
And closed where he aalled before. 
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A BALLAD OF SIB JOHN FKASKLIN. 

The Uiipping icebergs d;pp«a and rose, 

And flounderefl down the gale i 
Tlie aSip! were staid, the ywds were miuiued. 



Th; Summer's gone, tlie Winter"! c 
We sail not on Tonder Bern : 

Why sail ire not. Sir John FruiUJ 
—A silent man WM he. 



^e cannot rule the yeai 



auel ice came floaUnB on, 

id clDied beneath the lee, 

lie thickening waters dashed no mOH^ 

I ice around, heblnd. befiire — 



What UUnk you oC the whaler now I 

What of the Esquimausf 
A sled were hetter than aship, 

1u erulse throngh ioe and anov. 

Down tank the baleful erlm»n sdd ( 

The northem-Ught eame out 
And glared upon the ice-bouiid shipi. 

And altook l(a spears about. 

The iDOir came donn. storm breeding >tO>mi 

And on the decti nu laid ; 
Till the irearr aailor, rick at heart, 

Senk down beside liii spade. 

Sir John, the night la black and long. 

The hissing wind it bleak: 
The hard, green tee i« atrong a* death 1— 

I prithee, captain, speak. 

The night is ndther bright nor short, 

The singing bneze Is cold, 
1'he ice is not bo strong as hope. 

The heart of man is bold I 

What hope can scale this iejr wall. 

High over the main flag-staff? 
Abo>e the rldgea the wolf and bear 
Look down with a patient, settled atar»j— 
IB and laugh. 



a went, the Winter caiii»— 

_er will melt the ice agalsi 
a path to tbe sunnr miift 
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Tbc 'Winter mut. the Siimiaei went, 

'fhe Winter oune uonod j 
Bnt Uw hud, green toe me strong m deiUi, 
And Uie voloa of bope BUik to b breaUi, 

Yet eaught at every eonnd. 

Hark I beard you not the tound oC gam r 



Aurau tlia ioa-Oelda Mall ; 

God glTe them gnue tor ibtir cbaii^ t 
Te pray fbr the illlj eeal. 

Sir John, n-here are tlie En^h field*. 



B« itUl. be stiU. my bisTe eiilon I 
Tou ahall eee the fteldg again, 

And unell tile wient of the opening Odwhi 
The gran, tad tha waring giain. 

Ohl wtaenihall I aea my orphan eliildt 

Hy Uary villi Ibr me ; 
' Oh I when iliall I lea my old mother, 



Ba Kill, be MUf, my tn«Te lalloia I 
Think not inch thooghti again I 

fiat a tear tmt (lowly on hii chMk-> 
He thmght of Lady Jane. 

Ah : bitter. Utter grow* the oold, 
The ice growi more and more i 

Hon aeltlcd atire the wolf and bear. 
Hwe patient than before. 

Oh I think ym. good Sir John FrankUo. 



■Twai cmel, Sir JiAn, to »nd u> bttt, 

Do fai fiom help or home ; 
to icarre and freeie on thla lonely leti 
Im*n,Uu Urda of the Adodrilty 

Had rather eend than come. 



We have don* what man hai never %H» « 
The open ooaan danced in the ion— 
We pwed the NortlutiL Sa«l 
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I shall now proceed to fumiah an aocount of the prin- 
cipal rcBearohea which have been loade to ascertain the 
fkte of Franklin's veBsels, merely premising th&t it will bo 
as brief aa ia conaisteat with intel^ffibleness. 

Sarlj in Jaivaarj, 1850, the ^Uer^rite, Captain Col- 
linson, and Uke Im«»tigator, Captam M'Cluie, again 
started to purane ibe aearch. Thef passed through the 
Strait of Magellan in April, and made for the Sand- 
wich lalanda, which the £nterpnte left on the 30th of 
June. The Invettigalor arrived there three dajs afWr, 
and pursued her course to Behring's Strait, reaching 
Cape Lisbnrne, within the Strait, Kn«r an unparalleled 
passage of only twenty -six daja. The Enterprise 
pushed to seventy miles eastward of Point Barrow, 
when she was stopped by the ioe ; and the difScoltf of 
finding a harbour mduced Captain Collinson to return, 
and winter at Hong Eonf ; which he again letl in 
April, 1851, to prosecute U^ search. Meantime, the 
Xaieettigator, aiWr having quitted Cape Lisbume, waa 
Been botji by the Herald and Plover, Ibr the last time, 
on the Sth August, 1850, under pnea of cauras, with a 
strong south-west wind. To a signal of recall, she is 
reported to have replied — "Important duty;" "Own 
responsihililj." After a long protracted struggle with 
the ice, the Ineetti^ator wintered, in 1850-61, in a 
newly discovered strait, between Banks' I^nd and Prince 
Albert's Land ; and, by a journey over the ice, Melville 
laland was reached from the west, and a communication 
opened with the ships sent from the east, as will be found 
dettuled in subsequent pages. 

The efforta begun thus early in 1850 were vigoroualy 
followed up in the spring of the same year ; several vesseb 
started to renew the search by way of I^ncaater Sound. 
Captain Auatin, in the Betolvte, and Captain Ommanney, 
in the Aitutance, attended by two screw ateamers, the 
Intrepid, Lieutenant Cator, and the Fioneer, Lieutenant 
Osborne. The veteran, Sir John Bom, volunteered, aided 
by the Hudson's Bay Company, to join the search in his 
yacht, the Felix. Captain Penny, an eiperienced com- 
mander in the whaling service, received orders from the 
Admiralty to equip two vessels, the Lady Frankliri, and, 
.'2 ^ _■_- 
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a tender, the Sophia, in charge of Captain Stewart. And 
that no portion of the polar regions might be left un- 
aearched, Xady Franklin herseli; by her private meana, 
sent a small schoooer, the Prince Albert, m command of 
Captain Forsyth, B.N., to eiamino Eegent Inlet, for 
which the other veaaels had not provided ; eo that, in the 
fvmmer of 1860, not less than eight Britiah vessels 
Were aesembled within Lancaster Sound, besides the two 
American schooners, the Advance, Lieutenant de Haven, 
and the Rescue, Lieutenant &riffin ; which the muniScent 
liberality, of Mr. Grinnel, of Kew york, had contributed 
to thia noble object ; ppon which at least fourteen veaseto 
vere thus employed in the Arctic aeaa. 

In the autumn. Captain Forsyth having found Eegent 
Inlet blocked np with ice, returned to England, bringing 
tidings of some traces of Franklin's expedition having 
been diacovered at Point Eiley, at the mouth of Wel- 
lington Channel ; and also a rumour picked up by Sir John 
Boss'e Esquimaux interpreter, respecting an attack of 
treacherous natives on certain ahips at one of the many 

C;eB calied Ommanak, to which little or no credence 
been ^ven. 

The various searching vessek got into winter quarters 
in the bays of Comw^a Land, and Griffith Island, at 
the southern extremity of WeUington Channel, excepting 
the American ones, which being caught in the pack ice, 
were drifting helplessly during the whole winter ; and 
carried a linear distance of more than 1000 miles, not 
being liberated till they were south of Cape WaUiugham, 
in Baffin's Bay, in the month of June. 1851. Captain 
Austin's ships were locked in the ice for nearly a year. 

In the early spring, tlie travelling parties from the ships 
began their operations over the ice, and thoroughly 
searched the snores north and south of Barron's Strait, 
to tie amount, in the aegregate, of over 2000 miles. 
Captain Onunanney visiteiT Cape Walker, and the land 
trendmg west, np to 100° 42' W., and was gone from his 
vessel sixt^ days. During some of this time the thermo- 
meter indicated a temperature of 71° below the freezing 
point. Captain Ommanney gives hie decided opinion, that 
vessels would be unable to navigate along the coast is 
explored, from the appearance of fixed ice and shoalfi, and 
from the soatherly trending of the land where it was sup* 
posed to lie in a westerly direction. Another sled«e party 
travelled along the eastern shore of tbe land, explored on 
. . the west side by Captain Ommanney's party. The mercury 
. ' in ^^' '.tlie^ometer carried bj thii party was Crequentlf 



CAfTKlS AUSTIN'S EXPEDITION. 213 

frosen : and their chronometeT wss stopped from esces- 
aive cold. In this travelling saik were occasionally 
hoisted on the sledges, and large kites were also attached. 
When (he wind was high, these aids propelled the sledge 



had to be dragged by main forpe over the ice by the ir 
tarneRBed to them. 

Another party examined Comwallis Island, which lies 
on the western side of Wellin^n Channel. Bathurst 
Island, Byam Martin Island and Straits, and the coast 
north-west of Bathnrst Island, to the 76" lat. 

Lientenant Osbom reached in the same direction to 
100^ 25'. Lieutenant M'Clintock visited Winter Harbour, 
in Melville Island, and rounded Cape Dandasinto Liddon 
Gulf, as far as Bushnan Core, returning across the island 
to Winter Harbour, bringing back as a trophy [lart of the 
broken cart-wheel left by Sir E. Parry, in 182(1. This 
estrnordinary journey, which occupied eighty days, and 
involved a distance of 7Q0 miles, gave no traces of the 
missing navigators, but produced unmistakable evidence 
of the great ahundanoe ol animal life on the Parry Islands, 
for the travellers fell in with a great number oi hares, 
deer, and musk oxen, bears and foxes, as well as birds in 
p:eat abundance. They travelled when the cold was so 
intense that bottles of water, carried by tlio men iu their 
breasts, froze after an hour or so; salt pork broke like suet, 
and rum thickened. 

Other parties examined the islands lying east of Mel- 
ville Island, with the like ill success. 

Sledne parties from Captain Penny's vessels proceeded 
u)) Wellington Channel, to examiue both its sides. On 
the 30th May, Captain Stewart, commandmg one of these 

fiarties, arrived at a northern dividing channel, which 
eads Irom Wellington into Queen Yictoria'a Channel. 
Here, to his great astonishment, he found an open seaj 
but tmfortunately, the want of a boat stopped his further 
progress. Ducks and sea-fowl, of various kinds, were 
swimmine on the water, and snipe were flying about the 
beach. The entrance to Wellington Strait was barred 
ai^ainst the entrance of vessels by a firm and impassable 
barrier of ice, the evident accumulation of several seasons. 
Captain Peony's party discovered and explored Queen'i 
Channel, which ii, without doubt, a prolongation ot Wel< 
lington Strait into the great Polar Basin. In this new 
channel Penny met with wood and other foreign sub- 
stances adrift, and polar bears, deer, walruses, and whales 
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in great nnmliera. It ii highly probable that Frafiklis 
lias puted north thioaKli this paauge. 

Some jealoDBies and pettj difference! having' taken 

EUce between the naval eommander of the expedition, 
'sptoin Anstin, and the dvilian, Mr. Fennr. the latter 
waa induced to retam home in the antumn of 1851. Sir 
John EoM followed shortly after ; and Captain Anatin 
and his ships arrived on the 7th October, after an absence 
from Englaud of abont eighteen months. 

The American expedition coDsbted of two brigantinee, 
the Advance, of 144 tons, and the ScMcae, of 91 Uiaa, 
They leit New York on the 35th May, 1860. The un- 
fortunate reault of their ioe-driit I hare already alluded 
to. With the exceptions- of Captain Back and Sir James 
£o8B, there is no other like record of a Polar drift, and 
this is without parallel as to distance and ezpoanre. 

On Sept. 13, 1851, GrifGth'e Island, the f^ateat westing, 
was observed by the Ainance and the Bateue, when they 
attempted to return, but were frozen in opposite Welling- 
ton ChanneL Tlien commenced the northern drift, and 
the vessels were earned to 75° 30' — the greatest northing 
ever yet attuned in that nieridian of utitude. After- 
wards, about the lattw end of Hovember, tbev re-enteied 
Lancaster Sonnd, under the influence of the luift. 

The ioe then closed upon them, and they were amid all 
the horrors of a Polar winter, but it was subject to re- 
peated disruptions effected by wind, etorm, or drift. 
JDuring the months of November, December, January, aud 
February, the darkness was perpetual (a Polar night)^>flnd 
the discomfort of such a home, thus ice-boond, can be 
better imagined than described. 

The men were then prepared with knapsacks &rt any 
immediate emei^eney, no one knowini; when the fearfid 
pressure of the ioe would crash the littU barks. Previous 
to this, however, and preparatory for it, the Eeteue was 
deserted, about November S, to save fuel, &c., the ther- 
mometer being 40° below zero. 

Meantime oonstant exposure to iret and cold here in- 
troduced scurvy, uid in a short time, notwithstanding the 
nraal prerentirea, the disease aaaomed in some cases an 
iJarnimg fbna. laeut. de Haven became severely afflicted, 
but by pouting hot vatw <»i dried apples, with some sea- 
toning of lemcm jniee, a preparatioB for a drink was 
made, which sooa rettoied the health of the officerB and 

Lieut, de Haven's was the moat severe attack, and 
afforded a eingulsr illnstratioo of one of the peculiar Seor 
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torei of the disease. A sumU woand on hia finger, made 
when a ichool-boy, and many yean ago healed and for- 
gotten, waa reopened by the diiease. 

In the spring (May) the Bacue was recovered with the 
loss of bowsprit ana cutwater. Both Tessels had with- '. 
stood the cmBhing of the ies wonderftdly well. Their ' 
small size enabled them to rise when the crushing begao, 
and their prodigious strength aared them from being de- 
stroyed by the preaaure. 

On the 13th of January, 1S61, they entered Baffin's 
Bay (the Betcue then inTinble), and drifted oat of eight of 
land, being about 90 miles off. 

Jnne 10. — Thej emerged irom the ice, after over nine 
months drifting m it, (aboat 300 days,} during all whidt 
time they had been imprisoned, without the power to get 
oat. Daring this time they ctdcnlated they hod diiftod 
Aill 1060 miles. 

Lient. de Haven determined to proceed north after he 
had emerged &om the ice, in Jnne, as before stated ; bat 
in his effort to pass through the Melville Bay barrier he 
W8S. Jnly 26, again beset with ice, and frozen up. 

The icebergs were more numeroos than ever known 
before at that tjme, and he became enveloped in them. 
He was in the midst of a grand, magnificent drcns of ioe- 
bergs, the amphitheatre of which was 200 feet high. 

IVom this imprisonment be escaped Angnst 19, when 
the north winds blew him oat. Then, after refreshing at 
the Greenland ports, he set sail for the United States. 

^T. Kane, the watmoa to this expedition, and one of 
the most intelligent of the Tarioos recent Arctic eiploren, 
was veer songume that Franklin might yet be found. 

" I shoolil say (he observes, m a letter to Mr. Grinnell) 
that he is now to be sought for north and west of Com- 
wallia Island. As to the chance of the destruction of the 
party by the casualties of ice, the return of our own party, 
after something more than the usual share of them, is the 
only fact that lean add to what we knew when we set out. 
The snow hut, the ffre and Hght from the moss lamp fed 
with blubber, the seal, the narwhal, the white whale, 
and occasionally abondsnt stores of migratory birds, would 
sustain vigorous life. The scurvy, the worst visitation of 
explorers, deprived of permanent quarters, is more rare 
in the depths of a Polar winter than in the milder weather 
of the moist summer, and our two little vessels encoun- 
tered both seasons without losing a man." 

During the months of June, Jidy, Aueost, and Sep- 
tember, 1863, Dr. J<^ Bae wm engaged nnder orden 



216 PRoanEss OP akctic ducovbby. 

frata tho Hadton'a Bay Compsnj, in czamininf; the ooaste 
of Victoria uid WollaBton lalands and Desse and Simp- 
Boa't Straita. Daring the three mouths he was absent, he 
enpported his party of eeretiteea men almost entirely on the 
anmiHl food they obtained, which was abundant ; the dir 
meat they had with them being principally given to their 
dogs. 'lliey fell in with bears, deer in high condition, 
laige flocka of geese, golden plovers, and quantities of 
salmon. 

Twenty -one deer were shot on the coast, and many more 
could have been killed, if necesBary. 

A distance of nearly 1100 miles was sorreyed. 

In October, 1852, the Prince Albert arrived at Aber- 
deen from a ^oyff?» of seventeen months duration in the 
Arctic regions. ThiB little vessel had been fitted out a second 
time, for that qnarter, principally at the eipenae of Lady 
Frankliui and, although some geographical discoveries 
were made, nothing was accomplished towards the main 
objects of the voyage. A sledge pari; from this vessel 
traversed a distance of nearly 1200miles, during which they 
visited Cape Walker, and the north coast of Somerset 
land. 

By the aoeoxuita reoeived from Behring'a Strait, to 
August, 1852, Commander Maguire had taken the Plover 
np safely into a harbour at Cape Barrow, which he 
named Moore Harbour; being situate further north, it 
was better adapted for watchinj^ and communicating with 
the exploring vessels, or parties Irom them. .Ailer a 
minut« exammation of about lOOOlbs. of the preserved 
meats on board this Teasel, aopplied by Mr. Goldner, it 
was found in a pulpy, decayed, and putrid state, and to- 
tally unfit for men s food, and 10,570 lbs. were, therefore, 
thrown overboard into the sea, as a nuisance, in July 
last. 

It is satisfactory, however, to find animal life equally 
abundant in this sea as in other parts of the Arctic regions; 
and the commander states, that atler entering the ice, on 
their approach to Point Barrow, they found the sea lite- 
rally coveredwitbbirds, most of them excellent eating, and 
the crews were nearly supplied with them from two guns in 
each boat ; about 100 loons being obtained daily. When 
skinned tliey eat very well, and one for each man made a 
good mess for the day. Further to the southward the 
walrus was numerous, and, to the northward, seals were 
found in great abundance. Driftwood was met with, 
although not so pientifiil aa at Fort Clarence and some 
other places. 
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Moote Harbour is about 500 milra in adTance of the 
Plover's old innter quarters; Point Barrow lies aboat 
156° "W. long, the weBtemmoat ertremity of Melville 
Island ; the larthest point yet reached by tne expeditions 
working through Lancaerter Sound, is in abont 115° Ion;;. 
W. ; consequentlj there yet liea between the advanced 
posts of expeditions working west, and those working east, 
about 40 degrees of longitnde unexplored. Banks Land 
remains unexplored between the 110th and 130th degrees 
longitude ; but all thecoaata in theTicinity of the common 
course of Arctic navigators, that is, thro)igh Baffin's Bay, 
Inncaster Sound, Barrow's Strait, thence westerly as far 
. as MeiTille Island, the shores of Boothia Grulf and Be^ent 
Inlet, Peel Soond, and the coasts of Prince of Wales' 
Laud, Eusseli Island, of which Cape Walker forma the 
north eastern promontory, and all the Arctic coasts of 
the continent of Iforth America, hare been thoroughly 
searched. 

The Itabel screw schooner of 170 tons and SO-horse 
power, fitted and provisioned for a five years' cruise, 
having in June, 1852, thnnigh the failure of Captain 
Beatson's intended expedition to Behring's Strait, been 
thrown npon the hands of Lady Frankim, that lady 
offered the vessel to Commander Inglefield, !R.fT., for 
service, in any route he might consider most judicious. 
Captain Inglefield left England in July, to explore the 
head of B^Eu's Bay, and examine its iarge sounds and 
atraits, and accomplished in four months more than any 
other arctic navigator had done. By this voyt^e Whale 
Sound was pretty clearly ascertained to be an entrance 
into the Polar Sea ; and the commander of the Isabel 
believes he had actually entered the Great Basin, and 
was checked in his course towards Behring's Strait by 
continued heavy gales, which drove him back into Whale 
Sound. Thia sound lies in the north-east part of Baffin's 
Bay. The Itahal then penetrated Jones' Sound on the west 
side of Baffin's Bey as far west as the 84th degree of longi- 
tude ; but tneetiug with no traces of Frankhn, the vessel 
was then steered to communicate with Sir E. Belcher's 
squadron at Beechey Island, and returned home: 

On the 2Stli of August, aft«r having been blown back 
three timet, Captain Inglefield entered Whale Sound: 
Twenty-five miles inside this opening in the coast he 
found a settlement of natives, who were strong, healthy, 
and vigorous, having an ample store of blubber and flesh 
laid by in their winter underground hovels. They had 
numerous dogs and sledgea. Ascending an eminence of 
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nearij 1,000 feet, he foimd tluit tlie notth Bide of the 
Sound wttB composed of a gnnip of isloDda, tome of co>- 
aiderablo dimeneioni. Two Bmall openiiiKB, bo marLed at 
least on the chmte, were discovered to be extenaiTe inlets 
Btretcliing SiW&j to the sorthwanl and north, outward. 
P&i u the eje oonld reach an nnbroken horiztm met the 
gaze, and no sign of iee or obatnietion into an open strait 
or inland aea omiid be detected. TheBe two imetB were 
named after Sir Boderiok Unrehioon and ^ FranmB 
Seaufort. Taldnf adTontaee of the open state of the iee. 
Captain Inglefield daahed Doldlv on to the northward, 
in the direelioa of Smith's Sonn^ ""^"g Ctfe AlnTanf|<tr 
on the 26th. 

"Wa had no sooner," sa^a the oommanda-, "fiuriy 
opened the Sotmd, than I involiuitarilT exclaimed, this 
moBt lead into the great Polynia of the Bnanans ; and as 
the eje strained forward into the dear ^rpamie of appa- 
rently open wat«r, which now oconpied firom seven to eight 
pcantB of the oompais due north of our portion, I conld 
not but admit to my own mind ^at a great ses was 
beyond. 

" This itrait marked so narrow on our charts, bj mea- 
sorementlfoondto be about thirty-six miles aoroeBiBnd now 
I pushed eagerly on to a farther view of thb noble inlet." 

The natnnl snow-olad aspect of the bleak chfis that 
snrronnd the head of the luiy, seemed changed by the 
presence of a more genial clime, the side of Cape Aiex.' 
ander itself being streaked with bright green Brassea and 
moss, and the noighbouring hills to the northward were 
black instead of snow-capped, evidently of seoonda^ for- 
mation. The diaeoveries made by Captain Inglefield oom- 
pme 600 miles of new coast line. He also remained 
within the arctic circle two months later than the Govern- 
ment expedition under Captain Aostin the preTioos year, 
having reached it three months later; and yet accom- 
plished (independent of saiHog) 1,474 miles under steam, 
brin^K home with hi HI still nity-aii tons of fiieL 

Sir Francis Beaufort, the hydrograpber to the Ad- 
miralty, in his report, epeakiiw of these unp(»i;ant snrreys 
performed, says of Smith's Sound, "Thu may well be 
called a valuable discovery, for Baffin merely saw a break 
in the coast, and Boss and Parry conld only jnat perceive 
the looming of the mountains at the distance of ninety 

" Morchison Strait was likewise another important 
geographical discovery, for 'Whale Sonnd, with which it is 
connected, was supposed to be only a deep fiord, whereaa 
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it now appear! to be r wide pa>ng«f and to be the limit* 

of the contioent of Greenland! 

" In the third place, the ice having prerented Captain 
AnBtin from entering Jones' Sound, but which seemed to 
him to be onlj a deep bay, now tnnu out to be anotlier 
channel to tlie nrathwan^ thnnigh the gteat oliuter of 
Parry Islanda." 

The results of this interesting royage have fiimiihed 
many facta posseaaing an importut beann|F on the present 
and futsie searching expeditions ; and coimrm the ibllow- 
isg opinions thrown ont by Mr. Petennann. 

1. That Sir John Franklin has not been wrecked, and 
haa not perished in the norttem part of Baffin's Bay, and 
alcmg its western shore. 

2. That the Polar Seas even in very high latitudes, are 
perfectly navigable during a certain perioa of the year. 

3. Tluitthisperiodof navigablenessinthecomparatirely 
Ligh latitudes is not in the middle of summer, (when tlie 
aeas through which access is to be had are usually encum- 
bered witik ice,) but at the end of the snnuner seaaon, 
or at ita beginning, before the great ice ntasses are 
dislodged from the coast and drifted southward. 

4. That certain animala, fit for food, are more or leu 
abundant even in the highest latitudes. 

Bearing the preceding points in mind, and assuming 
that Sir J. Franldin haa gone up Wellington Channel, and 
there foond before him a sea of considerable extent, and 
navigable like that to the north of Baffin's Bav. the Ques- 
tion arises, how is it possible that nine yean have now 
passed without Sir John Franklin's having been able 
to pass out of that sea into the sea situated to the 
north of Behring'g Strait, in tiie direction of either the 
American or the Siberian shores P The most feasible 
solution of this question that suggests itself to me, is 
that a tract of land may have mtherto prevented his 
progreBB in that region. There ere rcasonB for con- 

iecturing that such a tract of land may extend from the 
and seen by Captain £ellett, to the north of Behiing's 
StraitB, as far as the eastern coasts of Greenland, with- 
out a single opening. At all events it admits of scarcely 
any doubt that the sea to the north of Baffin's Bay can 
have no c:)mioiion with the Polar Baain, nor even with 
the sea beyond. 

All this has been done, an ir 
tigated, and yet the questioi 



220 PEOOEKSa OF arctic DlSCOTBKy. 

October, 1864, the officera and crew of Sir Edward Bel- 
cher's squadron arrived homo, with Captain M'Clure aai 
the crew of the Investigator. The Aiiistance and Seaolate, 
with their tenders, PioTteer and Intr^id and the InveM- 
gator, were bo fimdy blocked up in the ice, that it was 
foand impossible to liberate them; and after making ud 
eecnre, they were abandoned by Sir Edward Belcher's 
orders, and their officers and crews arrired home lu the 
Fhcenuc, NoHk Star, and Talbot store ships, which bad 
been sent to their relief. During the whole of her pe- 
rilous voyage of nearly four years, the Investigator lost 
but one officer and five men out of a crew of sixty-five. 



In an ably written and interesting letter from Lady 
Franklin to tJie President of the United States, expressing 
her sincere and profound gratitude for the service wiiich 
has already been rendered to the Arctic cause by the 
United States Government, she says, " The result of the 
late operations of the allied squadrons, though falling short 
of onr hopes and expectations, are neither insignificant nor 
devoid of great encouragement for the future. Tliey prove, 
in the first place, tliat the missing ships escaped all the 
catastrophes which the faint-hearted and despairing had 
predicted of them in their outward voyage, and arrived in 
safety at the first winter quarters, where were the graves 
of tiioso men belonging to tlie discovery ships, and buried, 
apparently with great care and decorom ; attesting that 
the ships companies were not only in life, but, as other 
unmistakeable signs combine to prove, in circumstances of 
security, comfort, and plenty, and full of vigour. Again, 
the future field of searcn has been narrowed, and the ex- 
ploration of Captain Austin's officers over the ice, carried 
on witi a spirit and perseverance which makes me proud 
that they are my countrvmen, baring shown that our ships 
could not have pursued a south-west course ; while the 
discoveries of Captain Penny, conducted with equal energy 
and spirit, in a north-west direction, leave no room to 
doubt that the clear water he there came upon was the first 
opened by my husband's ships.andthat they pursued their 
way towards Behring's Strait in a high northern latitude. 
Thus our future efibrCs have a more confined and definite 
aim. It may be affirmed that the lost navigators arc now 
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to be looked for witli every hope of sncceaa, in the apace 
lying between 100° and 180° of west longitude and any 
parallel oflatitude north of 75°. Itwould appear, therefore, 
that to secure tlie eompleteneas of the aeatoh, it ahould be 
comnienced simultaneoTuty at both ends, and that no eingle 
expedition going up Wellinjjtoii Channel should be con- 
sidered to nave exhausted ita work till it emerged in 
Behriag's Strait, or, in other worda, accompliahed a north- 
TTest passage ; nor any expedition atartiugirom Behring'g 
Strait deem its object attained till it cornea out in Wel- 
lington Channel or Baffin's Bay j or, in other words, per- 
formed the north-west passage. We derive infinite com- 
fort from the proofs which the late expeditions have mven 
us, that considerable resouroea exist in those noruiern 
portions of the Arctic regions which have now been ap- 
proached, for the support of human life, and very satisfac- 
tory, also, ie the additional experience gained in confirma- 
tion of alt former evidence, that the Arctic climate is in 
itself faTourahle to health, and that the loss of life attend- 
ing the expeditions is, in spite of the risks and accidenta 
incidental to them, far less than the aTerage in any other 
quarter of the globe. With these facts before us, and with 
no proof or even sign of any sudden calamity having over- 
taiken them and cut short their progreag, it seema not pre- 
sumptuous, but within the bounds of a reasonable and 
modest calculation of probabilities, to conclude the lost 
navigators have only not been found because they were 
alrewly beyond the reach of the efibrta which have been 
made to come npon their track, limited as their efforts have 
hidierto been to the duration of a siiwle season. The 
discovery ships were yeara ahead of ul their pursuers, 
and, whQe the latter nad advanced hardly beyond the 
starting post, they were struggling towarda the goal. If 
miefortune has indeed overwhelmed them, — and how shall 
I dare refose to believe in such a possibihty f — it has been 
in the strenuous ardent pursuit of their duty, and not in 
the early and timid abandonment of it, as they would 
seem to miply who gratuitously suppose that our brave 
countrymen turned back at the end of a single winter, and 
perished on their way home. It was the known determi- 
nation of my husband, and is recorded by him in his last 
letter from the borders of the ice, to renew his attempts 
year afler year, and if foiled in one direction to try an- 
other. • • * I cannot but regard the reaeue of my 
husband and his companions, and tha accomplishment of 
the new pasawe, as nearly identical objects. Sad tho 
researchea wbi^ have hitherto been nude in run been 
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subjected to no other reetrictioiiB ttian tlie accomplish- 
meut of the one object or the otJier, bo long ss the lires of 
those employed were not neoesaariij Baeiificed, we might 
not periupe have had to moom over a series of bitter 
du&ppointment«. It is only bj baring the same objects 
in view aa the original expedition, and punning it with the 
same Bteadfiut perBeverance, that We can hope to solve the 
myFterr," 

AnoUier searching expedition, conaiBting of the Ad- 
vanM, Gtt«d oat again by Mr. Grinnell, Teit the Ame- 
rican shores in Apnl, 1853. The former sni^eon, Mr. 
Sane, promot«d to LieuteiMnt, was in charge of it. 
A more iudiciouB selection eonld not have been made.— 
Though before serving in bat a snbordinate capacity, 
he signally diatingoiBned himself for his intelhgence 
and energy. In one essential qnalifloation he stood 
espeeiaU; pre-eminent ; that qnalincation waa faith. He 
finnlr believed that Sir John was yet a living man, and 
that he oonld be rescued from his place of confinement by 
human means. His heart was thoroughly in the enterprise, 
and his seal, it was certain, wontd not fail so long as a. 
Testige of hope remained. 

On July 23rd, 1863, he wag at TJppemavik, in Green- 
land, and was pushing on in hie brig for Bome safe harbour 
on the eastern side of Smith's Sonnd, then he would leave 
his ship, and proceed with an exploring party of twenty- 
or thirty men towards the noriJi, with sledges, dogs, and 
gntta-percha boats. This locality is 230 miles to the 
north of Beechy Island, the starting point of Sir Edward 
Belcher, and seventr miles north of the utmost limits 
•een or reoorded in Wellington Channel, At a meeting 
of the St. John's Lodge of N'ewfbnndiBndtin Jnneof that 
year, after the receipt of a cordial address and a masonic 
flag, Dr. Eane thus explained to his brother masons his 
hope and sentiments in regard to the further search for 
our long absent brother of the mystic tie. Sir John 
Franklin :— 

"Allow me to explain to you the rationale of the present 
sndertaking, and to state the grounds on which our hopes 
of its success are based, as this may be desirable to remove 
misapprehensioDS irhich too widelj and too generally pre- 
Tail upon this subject. To those whose knowledge is 
obtained and whose judgment is formed at the fireside, 
this msy indeed appear to be a wild and hopeless expedi- 
tion ; but those whose practical knowledge is derived from 
exploration, ecientifio leeearch, and hud experienoe in 
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those regions towards whict our ocmree ia now directed, 
hare formed a far different opinion, and their aeqnisitioa 
of knowledge conatitnt^ them tlia beet indges ; for in 
their belief the probability amounts to all bat certainty, 
ttiat either Sir John Franklin, or at least tiie greater port 
of his brave band, and moat likely all of them, are still 
alire, and may yet be re«tored to their families, their 
friends, and to the world. 

" Against this probability are only to be placed the mut»- 
tions and chances to which, under ordinary circnmstancea, 
hnman Ufe is eveiywhere liable ; for it ia almost certain 
that Sir John and his noble crew could not hare been ex- 
posed to danger arising from any catastrophe : icebergs in. 
the region to which he has been traced are things unknown, 
nor yet are there seas there, in a nautical sense, by which 
their lives would be imperilled ; — the only accident that 
could befkl them would be tram the sudden closing in of 
Ihe ice, charaeterised by the term of ' nipping,' but eren 
from that there are almost always time and means to a£brd 
escape; and, consequently, a carefully -formed opinion, 
based on reliable data, is now entertained ammg actentifi» 
and experiencedmen,8DchaB Sir Soderick Murchiaon, and 
Commander Fenny of your own nation, and of numbers 
among us, whose practical knowledge of those regions adds 
weight to their authority, — that this httle band of martyra 
to science, or at any rate, the greatest part of them, are still 
alive, and if the search be faithMly penevered in, that 
thOT will yet be found." 

Lient. Kane's ex^editttm, sltfaongh ene^eticallr eon- 
dncted, added nothing to our stcwk of Iniowledge re* 
specting the missing expedition, because it was directed 
in a wrong channel. It was doubted whether Sir John 
Franklin proceeded in the spring of 1867 westward, or 
northwara up Wellii^ton Chaun^. His instructions ex< 
pressly enjomed the former course, bnt an estensive 
search by means of sledges, in that direction, extending 
to 103" 25' along the south shore, and to 111° 20' along 
the north shore, afforded no indication that such was the 
oourse actnallv pursued. It was the opinion entertained 
generally by tne officers of both the English and American 
expeditions, that Sir John proseented his coarse l^ the 
open sea north-west of the Wellington and Victoria Chan- 
nels, and was shut up in the almost boondleas region of 
water, ice, and land that extends between Victoria Chan- 
nel and the high and extensive lands north of West 
Georgia, considered by some to be a eoatinnation of tjie 
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range of moimlaiiiB seen off Cape Jokan on the coast of 
Asia. That there ie a great polar basin with a higher 
temperature than that of the Arctic zone, abounding with 
animal life, and ample means for human rabeiBtence, was 
plainly set forth bj Captain Fenny, in 1860, aa his decided 
conviction. Thi* opinion waa Bubstantiated by Captain 
Inglefield, nhen he returned from a abort steamer craiae of 
four montiis up Baffin Bay, in 1862, and preaant^d a report 
of his ob»eTTationB to the Boyal Greoj^phical Society. 
That gallant navigator attained the latitude of 73° 35', 
about 120 miles farther north than the highest point evet 
before reached. He paaaed through a channel some thirty- 
five milea in width, and found an inimenae extent of open 
water before bim ; but was prevented from prooeemng 
forward by a tremendous gale which his little steamer waa 
pxiriy adapted to encounter. It is Captain Ipglefield's 



■ On the 31st of Ma^, 184Ei, we have a pleasant aceoont 
of the missine expedition and its commuider, in a letter 
from Captain Fitqames to Mr. Bafrow, of the Admiraltj, 

He writes thus ; — ■ 

" Sir John Franklin is delightful, aetire, energetic, 
and evidently even now persevering. What he haa 
been we all know. I think it will turn out that he 
- is nowise altered. He is full of conversatioQ and inter- 
esting anecdotes of bia former voyage*. X woold not 
lose him for the command of the expedition, for I have a 
real regard-~I mar say, affection — for him, and believs 
this is felt by all oi us. I have not seen much of Crozier 
yet, bat what I have seen I like, and 1 think he is just 
made for a second to Sir John Franklin. In our mess 
we are all ver^ happy ; we have a most agreeable set of 
men, and I conld suggest no change, except that I wish 

Again, on the 1st of July : — " The only difficnlty I had 
was to get Sir John to shorten sail when it was wanted. 
He is fuU of hfe and energy, with sood jadgment and a 
capital memory, — one of the best I know. His conversa- 
tion is dehghtful, and most instructiTe ; and of all men he 
is the most fitted for the command of an enterprise re- 
quiring sound sense and great perseverance. I hava 
leant much from him, and consider myself most fortunate 
in bein '• with such a man ; and he is fall of benevolence 
and kindness withaL" 

The following extract of a letter from lientenant Fair- 



BIB JOHN FBAHKUN'S EZPEDITIOH. 22S 

liolme, of ilie Srebtit, will also Berre to ihow the pleasant 
auticipatioca of sucoess -vrhich. pierailed througnoot the 
party; and the happy terms on which they were witii 
each other : — 

"On. board, we are aa comfortable aa it is possible to be. 
I need hardly telt yon how macb we are all delishted with 
our captain. He Has, I amsore, won notonly vie respect 
but the love of every person on board, by his amiabio 
manner and kindaess to all ; and hia in^neuee ia always 
employed for some good purpose, both amon^ the officers 
and men. He has been most saccessful in his selec- 
tion of officers, and a more agreeable set conid hardly be 

" Sir John is in much better healtli than when we left 
Sn^land, and really looks tea years younger. He takes an 
active part in every thing that eoes on; and bis ]oui; 

3>erience in such services as this makeB him a moat 
uable adviser. Jnly 10th. — The transport is jogt re- 
ported clear ; so I hope that we may be able to swing tha 
ships to-morrow, and get away on Saturday. We are 
very much crowded ; in fact, not an inch of stowage has 
been lost, and the decks are still covered with casks, &c. 
Our supply of coals has encroached seriouBly on the ship's 
stowage ; but as we consume both this ana provisions as 
we go, the evil will be continually lessening.''' 

It may be interesting to know tiie o£u:ial account of 
tike fresh provisions supplied by the Admiralty to these 
ehips ) it was as follows : — Preserved meat, in tins, 
32,018lbs.; soup, pints, 17,41S; gravy, pints, 2176; 
Tegetables, 8076lba. ; potatoes, 2632lbs. This u besides 
the usual naval rations of salt provisions for three years. 

The annexed account of their additional resources is so 



"Sobert Martin, now master and commander of the 
whale ship Intrepid, of Peterhead, solemnly and sincerely 
declares, that on the 22nd day of July, 1846, when in 
commuid of the whale ship Enterprue, of Peterhead, in 
lat, 75° Iff long. 66° W., calm weather, and towing, the 
Ertbtu and Terror were in company. These ships were 
alongside the Mnterpriae tor about ffiteen minutes. The 
declarant conversed with Sir John Frsnklin and Mr. Beid, 
his ice master. The couversatioa lasted all the time the 
ships were close. That Sir John, in answer toaq^uestion by 
the declarant, if he had a good aopply of provisions, and 
how long he ezpected Hum to last, stated that he had pro- 
visions for five yean, nd if it were necessary he could 
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■ m^e them nnn out aeTen yettrs ;' and lie aaid fhitlier, 
that he -would lose no opportunity of killing birds, and 
vhaterei elie vaa oaefnl tAat came in tbe way, to keep 
Qp their stock, and tliat he had plenty of powder and shot 
for the pnrpoBe. That Sir John also stated that he had 
already got several cosIcb of birds salted, and had then tiro 
shooting' parties out — one from each ship. The birda were 
Tery numerous ; many would faU at a single shot ; and 
the declarant has himself killed forty at a shot with whito 
peas. That the birds are very afn^eable food, are in taste 
and size somewhat like young pige<ms, and are called by 
the sailors ' roehes.' 

" That on the gSth or 28th of the swd month of July two 
parties of Si< John's officers, who had been out shooting, 
dined with the declarant, on board the Enterprise, There 
was a boat with six firom each ship. Their converaatioa 
was to the same effect as Sir John's. They spoke of 
«xpectine to be absent four, or five, or perhaps six years. 
^Diese officers also said that the ships would wint«r where 
therr eould £nd a convenient place, and iu spring push on 
M &r as possible, and ao on year after year, as the deter- 
mination was to push on as iar as practicable. 

" That on the following day an invitation waa brought 
to the declarant, verbaUv, to dine with Sir John, but the 
wind shifted, and the Mnterprue having cut through the 
ice about a nule and a half, the declarant waa obliged to 
decline the invitation. That he saw the .£(-«i«* and Terror 
for two days longer; thoy were still lying at an iceberg, 
and the Mnterpriie waa morins slowly down the eount^. 
That so numerous were the birds mentioned, and so favour- 



number must have been secured during the time I 
declarant was in sight of the two ships. That &om the 
state of the wind and weather for a period of ten days, 
during part of which declarant was not in sight of the two 
ships, the best opportunity was affisrded for securing tho 
biros. That the birds descrilied are not to be found at 
all places on the fishing ground during the whaling season, 
but are met with in vast numbers every season on certain 
feeding banks and places for breeding ; and it was eonai- 
dered at the time by the dedarant a most fortunate cir- 
cnmstanoe that the JErelm* and Terror had fallen in with 
so manT birds, and that the state of the weather was so 
favonraole for securing large nnmfaers of them. Tha 
declarant has himself hu a supply of the same description 
of biidS) which kept &eih ana good during three monthSf 
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«t Davis's StiBite, and the last were BB good u fbt find 
of them." 

In a letter alio published is tbe Timet nempaper, 
frtnn Mr. Sutherland, surgeon of the Sophia, the 
tender to the Lady Franklin, Captain Fenn;, ne states, 
" had Sir John Frwiklin any wish to jncreaae hia stock of 
proviiiozis bj the nse of the birds called 'rochea,' he 
could obtain them in thousands where the Ewterprite of 
Peterhead parted with Vi-m ; and as to stowage, the daily 
ftllowsnce of 138 men would soon make room for a few 
casks of salted birds. Moreover, he would also leam 
that sea-fowl will keep in the Arctic regions during the 
three short months of summer, if th^ be exposed to the 
cold and a free current of air. And there is no doubt his 
ingeuuitr would si^gest to him what the Esqoimsuz have 
practised for tboasands of years — to wit, preserving 
moMes of animal substances, snch as whale's fiesh by 
means of ice, during the summer months, when it may 
be easily obtained, ibr their use during winter." 

There was more danger to be apprehended from 
the well-known energy and *eal of the explorers than 
from any other cause. Franklin left our shores feeling 
that the eyes of the civilized wcvtd were on him, and that 
it was hoped and expected he would accomplish what our 
most learned hydrographers regard as feasible ; although 
failure has characterized so many attempts to pass £raa 
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, round the north coast 
of America. Franklin was well aware that if he succeeded 
his fame would be heralded abroad; and he would not 
ftbandon bis enterprise as long as strnigth remained. 



He would not give up the strugg^ with mighty icebergs and 
thbk-ribbed ice as long as the smallest chance of obtaining 
the mnoh-deaired prize remained. It is recorded that when 
attempts were nude to dissuade Sir Martin Frobisher 
from engaging in the discovery of a north-weat passage, 
he answered, "It is the only thing in the world that is 
left yet undone, whereby a notable mind might be made 
famous and fortunate." 

Sir John Franklin, in the narrative of hie fint Aictic 
journey, writing then of Sir Edward Parry, uses obser- 
rations which may be applied with equal force, and but 
•lig^t alteration, to his own case i — 

" Hia task," he observes, " ia doubtleai an ordooui one^ 
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uid if altunfttelv ancceuful, may oceupj two, and pcriupa 
three aeaaona j bnt confiding, as I do, from pewonaJ know- 
ledge. in. his peraeverajice and talent for Burmounting 
difficultieB, the strength of his ships, and the abundance 
of proTiiions witb which the; are stored, I hare very little 
(^prehension of his safety. As I understand his object 
was to keep the coast of America close on board, he will 
' find in the spring of the year, before t]ie breaking np of 
the ice can permit him to pursue his voyage, herds of deer 
flocking in abundance to ul parts of the coast, which may 
be procnred without difficulty; and even later in the 
season, additions to his stock of provisions may be ob- 
tained on many parts of the coast, should drcumstanceB 
give him leisure to send out huntine parties. With the 
trawl, or seine-nets, also, he may amiost everywhere get 
abundance of fish, even without retarding his progress. 
Under these circumitances, I do not conceive that he 
runs ai^ hazard of wanting provisions, shonld his voyage 
be prolonged even beyond the latest period of time 
which is calculated upon. Drift-wood may be sathered 
at many places in considerable quantities ; and there is a 
fair prospect of his opening a communication widi the 
Esquimaox, who come down to the coast to kiU seals in 
the spring, previous to the ice breaking up; and &om 
vhom, if lie succeeds in conciliating their good-will, he 
may obtain provision, and much oseM assistance." 
in June, 1S51, Mr. John Hilton, in an interesting letter, 

Sablisbed in the Manehetter Guardian, sageested the 
esirability of trying the routo between Spitsbereeu and 
If OV4 Zembia ; and me following are extracts from his com- 
munication ; — 

" Dpon an inspection of the globe, and bearing in mind 
the foregoing remarks, I think your readers will agree 
with me in stating that tlie most favourable Q)uto for as- 
certainiog the fate of our missing countzymen is for the 
ships proceeding north, say between Spitsbergen and 
Sova Zembla, and then, as tiie ice permits, so as to come 
.down towards the southward again in about long. 130° W., 
sending out boats daily east and west, and finally maki^ 
their egress by Lancaster Sound or Behring's Straits. H 
appears, in mv opinion, to be an erroneous idea the public 
-entertain of tne florth Polar Sea being an impenetrable 
barrier of ice. Perhaps the following statement may as> 
■ist in removing much prejudice and doubt of the practi- 
cability of a North Polar passage. The idea of a Ifortb 
f olar passage to Qie Kast Indies was first inggested 
in the Tear 1627| by Bobert Thome, a merchant of Bristol, 
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who, in a letter addreaeed to Br. Ley, statee ; — ' It is as 
probable that the coBmographera alioald be mistakea in 
the opiuioa of the Polar re^yiDB being impaBsable from 
extreme cold, as it has been found thejr were in supposing 
the countries imder the line to be nnimiabitable ftom ez- 
cesaire beat.' In the year 1609, Jonas Poole, in the 
Amitv, made an unauoceaaful attempt to penetrate to the 
14'or^ Pole, and, in concluding the account of hia Torafe, 
states—' I assure myaelf a paaaage may be attained Mis 
way by tie Pole, as any nnknown way whataoever, by 
reason the snn doth give a great heat in this climate, and 
the ice ia nothing ao hage as I have seen in lat. 73? N.' 
In 1615, FotherbV, upmi the termination of his voyage, 
saya : — ' Although I have not attained my desire, yet, for* 
aamuch aa it appears not ^et to the contrary, but that 
there is a spacious sea betwixt Groinland and Spitsbergen, 
altbou^hmuchpeateredwithice;' and, with peraeverance, 
he believed a pasaage might be attained. In theyear 1773, 
the Boyal Society made amplication, through the Earl of 
Sandwich, to hia Majesty Eing George the Third, for an 
expedition to try how far navigation was practicable to- 
wards the North Pole, and which his Majesty was pleased 
to direct ahould be undertaken. Captain C. J. Phipps, 
afterwarda Earl of Mulgrave, had the honour of being en- 
tmBt«d witb the conduct of this expedition. Like previous 
voyagers, they did not attain their object. In 1606, Baffin 
advanced as high as lat. Bl^N. In 1751, Captiun M'Cullam 
attained the lat, 83° SC N., where he found an open sea 
and fair weather. In 1754, Captain Wilson, in tie month 
of June, advanced to lat. 83° N., and as high aa 81° 
found the sea clear of ice aa far as he could see. At the 
aame time, Captain Guy, after four daya of foggy weather, 
was carried t« the same spot; and Mr. Stevens, amost accu- 
rate observer, was driven off Spitzbergen bya aoutherlywind 
which blew for several days, and until he reached the lati- 
tude 84° 30' Tf. daring the whole of which time he met 
with very little ice, and did not find the cold esceasive. 
Captain. Sir W. E. Parry, in his attempt to reach the 
North Pole in 1827, found the ice more broken up to the 
northward than to the southward, and which caused him 
to abandon the attempt of reaching the Pole by travelliag 
over the ice. 

"I was informed personally, bya sailor who sailed with 
Captain Scoresby, senior, that he well remembered their 
being If orth of 83°, and at that time there was no ice in sight, 
and a very heavy swell on. A very distinguished Arctic 
writer of Uie present day, rehitei the case of awhale, har- 
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pooned by a, Greenload ship, getting away, and being 
ftflerwards taken on the east coaat of America with tbe 
Greenlaiider'a barpoon in hp. Sir Jobn Franklin, daring- 
his orerUnd route from, the CoppormiDe Eiver towards 
tbs eaetwarf, and when in lat. 68* JS". and long. 110° W., 
saw great quantities of driftwood; and the lact of such 
being found about Spitzbergen. and the Greenland coast, 
' not onlj proves the existence of a ^orth Polar paas^e, 
bat the oertaintj of there being an open eonunnnicatioii 
. ererj season, or thereaboate, or how coald the wood flow 
with the current P Would not its progresB fae staid, sup- 
posing the !North Folar Bea to be an impenetrable barrier 
of ioe ? Again, where must the whale abovamentioned 
hare obtained fresh air daring her passage across, if this 
impenetrable barrier ezistedr Captain Sir W. E. Parr; 
states the drift of the ice to be about the rate of fonr miles 
per diem towards the southward, — is it reasonable to sup- 
pose that safficieat ice can form during the summer montha 
to enpply the drift P 

" Takmg the above facts into consideration, it cannot b» 
denied that the M^orth Polar route offers the most favour- 
able plan for ascertaining the iate of our unfortunate 
oountrymen; and from peiBOnal obgervations made in 
1849, 1 can assert that, in Davis Btraits, we found less ioe 
to the northward than we met towards the southward. 
This is easily accounted for from the fact of the ourrent in 
the Greenland sea setting to the S.W., and in Bebring's 
Strait it Eows If JB., agam proving the existence of a com- 
nnnication between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by a 
North Polar passage." 

In January, 1852, Mr. Aagnstos Petermann, an eini< 
nent geographer, pnbliahed in the Athenteum his en- 
laired views on the same subject, which, with some valu- 
able data on the abundance of uniTnal life in the Arctic 
regions, he haa since published in a separate form.* In 
tJus pamphlet be states, that a line drawn from Melville 
Island to the Herald and Plover Islands {north of Bebring's 
Strait) and another bom Melville Island to SpiUbergen 
on the American side, would, with the Siberian coasts and 
islands on the Asiatic aide, indnde the space in which 
fVanklin must have been, arrested, a space of fearM ex- 
tent, when it is considered that the whole of the regions 
luthert« explored by the various expeditions sent in search 
of him, are scarcely one-third of tAoae which remain on- 

The very foot that no suitable expedition has been sent 
• "TheiSeuiohibrEMiikUD." LoDEiilali* nd Ca. ISD3. 
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out in that directifHi, and that no proper attempt has 
been made in any vessel, or by any nation, to proceed 
northwards in that sea, ougbt to have stimnJated to Buch 
an expedition. Ifonly one of the eleven Teesels engaged 
in tjie search for Sir John Franklin, in the sununer oflSSO, 
in Ba£En'B Bay and Lancaster Sound alone, had been 
deapatthed in that direction, it would probably have 
eclipsed, in geographical dificoTcry alone, all Polar ex- 
peditions BB yet nndertaken ; for ihe possibility of reaching 
the North Pole through the 3pitzbereen sea, will not now 
long remain a matter of donb^ or a deeideratom. 

When it is considered that no ice whatever in that 
region ia met with till Bear Island is reached, only 
IfiOO miles from Woolwich, and that thenoe to the 80th. 
^reUel there is another distance of only 600 miles, and 
that this conld be performed by a steamer in less than 
a fortnight, and at a most trifling coat, if compared 
with the sums which have been spent in Arctic and 
Antarctic nndertakings ; and if, at anch triflioK risk, a 
problem can be solvS, which, irrespectively of Frank- 
lin's expedition, is of the highest geographical interest^ 
and discoveries would probably be made of great import- 
ance to the whale fishery ; — then, indeed, it must be looked 
on as a disgrace in the history of Arctic navigation that 
such a small undertaking has not long since been ao> 
oomplished beyond Wellmgton Channel, and some of 
the other northern straits in the hope of getting into t^ 
Polar basin. 

Fatal errors (observes Captain Sir Charles Wilkes of Uie 
Cnited States Na'^) have Deen made in. attraipting tlie 
search in vessels, it being quite evident to Ike simplest 
mind, that if ships can trs^ air John, he certainly would 
be enabled t« get ont. Therefore, it always has appeared 
to me absurd nonsense and a waste botb of time, eaergj, 
and money to keep vessels, the scene of whose opeiati<«iC 
most be hmited to the line of the fast ice. 

The futile attempts of search around the icy bays is M 
less so. The only and true course is a thorough explore 
tion over the ice by sledges or boats, making the advance, ■• 
all directioM, under a well organized plan and on a regular 
base of operations, but particularly to the westward &om 
Wellington Channel, where his trail was stiMick, The end 
in view of a future search ought to be to examine narrowly 
the Arctic region, which must and will result in the discovery 
of some tidings, either affirmative or negative, of t^e fate of 
this gallant man and his companions. Itbehoves the govern- 
ment of Great BritEun to consider the search as now but 
legun, and it ought and must be continued as becomes t, 
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great nation, under whoae flag and in nLose service Sir John 
and his companions hare risked, end are, if alive, eadnring 
great privabong. The coit is nothing compared with the 
elory of effecting their reacne, worth tenfold the efforts 
bithertiO made to find and effect a north-weet passage. 

So one who has not had personal communication with 
tlie brave men who have been engaged in this work of 
mercy, can perhaps appreciate the immense exertion of tlieir 
labours in that ievere climate ; yet out of the ten searching 
vessels engaged during three years on the eastern side, 
imcludiTig tie Americans, but one man died, nor did any 
casualty occur either to theships themselves, orto the vaiioiia 
boating and sledge parties. Indeed not more llian twenty 
deaths have occurred during all the Arctic voyages of dis- 
covery of the present century ,outofBomel 500 menemplojed, 
and scarcely half of these are fairly attributable to the 
severitjoft£eclimate,orthe perils and dangerseucountered. 

The accounts of the animal life and capabilities of the 
Arctic regions are interesting, even though the great qoea- 
tion of the fate of our miesing voyagers is solved- 

The following extract &om a letter, dated Hong-Kong, 
March 28, 1862, bears upon this subject ; — " There have been 
here no less than thirty-«even whalers from the Arctic Seas. 
It may interest yon to know, that they almost all believe 
that Sir John Franklin is safe, and that he has got through 
the ice barriers into inner waters, where he will not be 
reached until a mild season arrives, which thej assert the 
present will be. They say Franklin will not suffer for 
want of food, and give strange accounts of the Esqui- 
maux vibrating from the Asiatic to the American conti- 
nent, and back again, canrfing their boata, made of skina 
and whalebone, over the ice, and launching them when 
tbej meet witlt open water. They all confirm ihe fact, 
that the whales found in Behring's Strait, and in Saffin's 
Bay are the same species ; proving the existence of a paH- 
BHge; for a whale of the Arctic species has never been 
seen to the south of the 22nd degree of latitude ; so they 
eannot have doubled either of the Capes (of Good Hope or 
Cape Horn), and the whale is under the necessity of making 
hispreeenoe known, by coming to the surface to blow." 

Dr. Bae tells us " in 1846-7, 1 wintered at Bepulse Bay, 
with a party of twelve men, only two of whom, before 
arriving there, had ever practised deer shooting, and 
two .otners were fishermen. We bad little or no fnel, 
that conld be properly so called ; the mud with whioh 
our storehouse was plastered never dried, but only fnne, 
and it was so cold inside that it man, one night, got his 
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knea £ro8t-bUt«n, slthooeh h» had one of Iuh companiong 
under the blankets wi£ him. Yet we Buffered no 

JnFation as regarded food, except that daring the shortest 
ays, we took only one jaeaiper diem, as a precautionary 
jneasuie, not knowinn^ bow late it might he U tiie spring 
before the reindeer migrated northward. 

" That we were not mnch the worse for our esposnteto 
cold and low diet mar be inferred from the facC that, in 
the sprioK, wc traced about 5tX> miles of new coast, form- 
ing the snores . of Committee Bay, in doing which I and 
one of my men travelled on foot upwards of 1000 miles, 
and were, on onrretiim (although rather low in flesh), as 
.sound and well as when we started. 

" When leaving York Pactory, Sndson's Say, in Jane, 
1846, we had not more than four months' provisions with 
OB ; when we returned to that place, after an absence of 
ibnrteen months and twen^-tnree days, we had still & 
third of OUT original stock of provisions on band, showing 
that we had by our own exertions, in a country previously 
totally unknown to us, obtained the means of subsistence for 
twelve months. Why may not Sir •Tohn Franklin's parly 
4o the same P If he has been providentially thrown on or 
near a part of the coast where reindeer and fish are at all 
numerous, surely out of so many officers and men, sports- 
men may be found, after some practice, expert enough to 
shoot the former, and fishermen to seize or net the latter, 
«r take them with hook and line set nnder the ice." 

Dr. BiSe and his party, when in Bepnlse Bay, shot 162 
deer, which, with 200 partridges and a few salmon, were 
stored in their snow-built larder for their winter stock, 
A couple of seals, which had been shot, producid oil 
enough for their lamps, and by nets set in the lake, under 
the ice, a few more salmon were now and then caught. 
In the beginning of March the reindeer began to migrate 
northward, and althouah they were very shy one was shot. 

The expeditions by^d and sea, of the past ten yeaiB 
have at least bees attended with these beneficial results — 
the very important geographical discoveries made of 
land to the north of Behring's Strait, of extensive open 
waters and available channels in Wellington Strait and 
Jones' and Smith's Sounds, B«gent Inlet, and the dis- 
covBiy of an outlet westward, thence to Victoria Strait 
(niaking ^orth Somerset an island). 

Although the determination of the fato of the party 
has rendered all speculation futile, yet it may not be out 
of place to retain the following observations and facts here. 

1st. That Sir John Franklin's party would not wait to 
increase their stock of provisions until the approach of 
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want, but iroold &tbj1 thenuelves &om the vtry first oi 
the reBOKTccB of tiie conntiy, in fieh, SDimab, Kod birds, 
and thoa hoaband thor own atorea. 

Tbese resoarccB are well known to be in certain gnartMB 
ftbundant; ftnd I may add the obfions atgoment tiiat 
vhere Eaq^iiimaiix lire, other men may exist also. 

2nd. As to the want of fbel, if even the aacrifiee of ono 
of the abips WBB not reaorted to, this mi^bt be met by the 
chance auppl j of diift-wood and of blubber, the naual ^el 
of the Eeqnimanx. 

In his second jonmer to the westward, Franklin foond 
at Garry'a Island, offflie month of the Mackenzie, num- 
bers of moose, and rein-deer, and foxes ; several kinds of 
gulls, dotterel, geese, cranes, and swans, were flocking 
■ronnd its ahores. 

During the antnmn, their fishing wss so EQCcessfnl, that 
tiie nets fielded datlj from 300 to 600 fish of the kind 
called herring-sabnon, and occaeionally trout, carp, and 
other fish. 

Sir John Sichardson, apeaking from the experience of 
bis boat Toyagea, on thia occaaion, aays :— " There is such 
an abnndance of drift timber on tdmoat erery part of the 
coast, tiiat a sufficient supply of fuel for a ship might easily 
be oolleoted." And be adds, " should the course of erente 
ever introduce a steam vessel into those seas, it may be 
important to know that, in coasting tbe shores between 
Cape Bathurst and the Mackenzie, firewood sufficient fbr 
her da^ conaumption may be gathered." 

The Parry eronp of islands seem to abound in animula : 
when Sir E. Parry wintered here, at Melville Island, in 
18lSi20, they were moat nnmerons, and the visit of Lieut. 
Id'Cliutock aad his party last year, proves that they are 
■till as plentiiiil, and as easily to be procured. 

Parry's party, in a few hunting excurnons, obtained 3 
musk oxen, 24 deer, 69 hares, 53 geese, 59 ducks, 141 
ptarmigan, many gulls and other birds, amounting in 
weight to nearly 4000 lbs. of meat, or abont 3^ lbs. per 
month to eaii^ man. One of the musk oxen he kiOed 
W^ghed 700 lbs. Several beus and foxes were also 

Lieat. M'Clintock, in his long and unparalleled sledge- 
jonmey, found that musk oxen, rein-deer, hares, and ^tar* 
migan, still abound on Melville Island. His party killed 
four osen out of about fifty seen, one rein-deer out of 
thirty-fonr seen, two bears and a wolf, seven hares out of 
eighty or ninety seen. The hatee, he observes, were as 
tame as any one moat anzioiu to prooore game oonld wish. 
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Twentf ptsTminm were (hot. Had it been ha object, be 
remarSa, he coSd easily have »hot two-tliirdB of all liie 
oxen he saw. The Lares were often met ifith in Hocbs of 
twenty OF thirty. The deer approached them within 
100 yardB, ndth mtwe of cnrioBity than fear, — and erea 
after one was shot, the herd trotted mmd th^puty two 
or three times, before they finally deaertedTh^ iailen 

All the other islands about tbia quarter are eqnaUy well 
supphed. In peroaing, as I have done most careftilly, 
the several Arctic Blue Books, jnat published by Parli»- 
' ment, giving detailed accoants of the TKrious exploring 
sledge parties, I have been particularlv strnck with the 
quantity of same which waa fuloi in wiu in all directtoni- 

Austm Isund, aod the shores southward and weatirard 
of Cape Walker, have also nnmeiotu animals, and are fre- 
quented by birds. So are Beaufort, Bathnrst, and Com- 
waUis Lands. In Welttngton and Yiotoria Channela 
animal life is even more abundant, and there is little donbt 
Sir John Franklin took every opportunity of replenishing 
his stock while winterini;^ at the entrance in 1845-46. 

Captain Penny and ms officers found bears, seals, rein> 
deer, walruses, and hares, plentiful on these shores. Thou- 
sands of dnoks and sesr-fowl of all sorts were seen. They 
killed, dnrine their short journey — diree ptarmisan, four 
bears out oi thirty-five seen, tluree seals, a wa&ns, and 
fourteen bares, and one reindeer ; a herd of twenty or 
thirty deer was seen. 

The following is a list of the animals killed by S.M.S. 
Afiiitance, ana her tender, the Intrepid, between the <^te 
of their arrival at Whalefiah Islanda, June 16, IS&O, and 
the time of leaving Baffin's Bay, on their retnra home, in 
August, 1851, or a little more than a year. Animus— 
thirteen bears, which were seen in great numbers in all 
directions ; twenty-two foxes, nioetiy taken in traps about 
&e winter qnarters of the slups. 'They were botn'nnme- 
rous and well fed, and seen dt (dl the travelling parties 
abont the Parrv group. Kine taares — these were in good 
condition, weigmng upwards of ten pounds. They were 
fbund at ComwaUia Land, Griffith's Island, at Cape Walker, 
the shores of Wellington Channel, and Wolstenholm* 
Sound, in Baffin's Bay. Four musk oxen, and one deer, 
on HelviUe Island. Three lemmings, a aeal, and two 
narwhals, ortea-nnicoms. 

Of birds, the anmber was reir trreat— being, in all. 
8174 birds. »™— w-6 

Now, if «• KTsnge these birds at one pooiid wei^i 
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3000 lbs., 

doUj amoDgat tbe crews. 

Captain Beechey, in. hia aeeoimt of thevo'rageofCaptum 
Bnchan, tells us of the immense flocks of birde foimd on 
the shores &nd ba;8 of Spitzbergen, where milliona exe oa 
the wing at a time, and ao close together, that thirty have 
fallen at a single shot. The explorers of the rich minea 
of fossil ivoij who go forth annuallf from Siberia to the 
northern islands, maiatam themselves solelj by hutting 
and fishing. 

In the last published work of Dr. Sir John Hiohardson, 
the old compuiion of Franklin, he repudisl«d the idea of 
the ressels being so .utterly lost that no traces could be dio- 
covered of them. 

" That the ships were not suddenlr wrecked by a storm, 
or oTerwhelmedT by the pressiire of the ice, may be con- 
eladed from facts gathered from the records of the Davis'a 
Strait Whale Fishery, br which we leam, that of the 
many vessels which have been crushed by the ice, in the 
coiirse of several centuries, the whole or greater part of 
the crews have almOBt always escaped with their boats. 
It is, therefore, scarcely possible to beheve, that two 
vessela, so strongly fornfied as the JErebtu and Terror, 
and found by previous trials to be capable of sustaining so 
enormous a preBBme, should both of them have been so 
suddenly crashed as to allow no time for active officers 
and men, disciplined and prepared for emergencies of the 
kind, to get out their boats. And having done so, they 
would have had little difficulty in reachmg one of tbe 
many whaling vessels out there, or some of the searching 
■hips that have been employed for several years past. 
Moreover, bad the ships been wrecked, some fra^enta 
of their spars or hulls would have been found floatme by 
the whalers, or being cast on the shores which have oeeu 
searched, would have been met with by either Europeana 
or natives. Neither are any severe storms recorded as 
Laving occurred then or there, nor did any unusual cala- 
mity befol the fishing vessels l^at years. 

" The present Admiral Sir John Boss, was more than 
four years absent and unheard of in the Arctic regions, 
yet he returned safe, with as many of his people as would 
probably have snrviTed the ordinarv oontmgencies of Ufa 
nad they suffered no severity. Why then, should we 
utterly despair of those who, incomparably better pro- 
vided, have entered on another year of Bbgence!' If a 
^wdy of men lived out, whilst unheard of, more than fooi 
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years, why iniglit not anotber body bettor get out, anrriTe 
a fifth or aeix^ yearf The );ooa hand of a gracious pro- 
Tidence being with them, they may wimTe this fnrther 
trial, and Britain may yet be prtTiieged to welcome back 
her all bat lost sons to the land of their fB,iiieiB,"-~'Seoretby. 

la the early part of the 17th century, Barentz, who bad 
been sent oiit by the Dnteh to discoTer the north-west pas- 
sage, was wrecked, and with his companions, fifteen in num- 
ber, passed the entire winter in the TBth parallel of latitude, 
derivinga subsistence by eating foxes, whioh were abun- 
dant. They left their winter quarters on tlft breatung np 
of the ice in two open boats ; and after the most desperate 
ezertioiu, continued during two months, they reached 
Kilduin, in Lapland, a distance of upwards of 1000 miles, 
with the loM of only two men. 

Sndi instances as these are 'fall of cheering hope with 
regard to our missiuK navigators. 

The shores of Wolstenholme Sound are frequented 
by deer, bears, seals, walruses, foses, hares, lemmings, 
wolTcrine, and all the varieties of sea fowl. At the Cary 
Islands about 1000 loons were obtained in a couple of 
days by the boats of the A$n»tanea to preserre for the ■ 
ahip's company. SovekieB and rotges were also in abun- 
dance. 

In Lancaster Sound and its inlets, shoals of eider duck, 
brentgeese, and targe qoantitiesof other birds, are con- 
tioualfy met witli. 

In Begent Inlet and Boothia Peninsula, Sir John Boss, 
when wintering in 1829-33, obtained vast quantities of 
food from animals iBdigenons to the connt^, and this 
almost through the entireyear. Whales, seats, and nar- 
whals were nnmerons. The Esquimaux in the ridnity 
of their winter quarters, caught eighteen or twenty seals 
in a couple of days ; two musk oien and very many bears 
of a large size were killed. Hares and foxes were ex- 
ceedingly common, and formed an eTcry-day dish on their 
table. Grouse, ducks, and Tarious water birds, were 
obtained without the least difficulty, and a tolerable sports- 
man was always able to bring home two or three brace of 
grouse and a leash of hares. 

Salmon of one or two pounds weight were taken in the 
lakes by thousands, and 4000 or SOOO were frequentlr 
netted at a draught. At all points of the inlet which 
they visited— Fehx and Victoria Harbours, Batty and 
Garry Bays, Finny Point, Cascade Beach, &c., animals 
were equally plentiful. 

When the £nterjpri»e and Invett^ator wintered at p(nt 
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Xeopold, in 1848-9, aho oting partiel t^two men from, eaek 
»hip were stationed at WEuer Point ; and bo plentiM 
were the dorekiea and loon, tliat ■ bird per num was 
serred oat reKnEarlr to the Bhips' crewB. Irom a reoord 
}Lept on board the Invettigator, it appean that 4000 birdi 
were killed, yielding 26001bg. of neat ; bat many were 
Bhot by indrndiuls, of which no reeiBter was kept. More 
than one handled foxes were canght, and liberated again, 
after copper coIIbtb had been &ed ronnd their nedni. 

i)t. SccreBl^ Btates, that Captain Parker, in the ZVwe- 
iove, in 1883, captnred twenty-eight whales, and lost 
fifl«eii othon, between Cape Yoric and Cape Eater, in 
S«eat inlet ; and they fonnd the sea there in the mtoith of 
Jo]^ literally Hwennin^ with life. The nnmberB of the 
larger kind of arctic animalB seen, as whales, narwhals, 
waLruses, seals, bears, Sk.; were snch as to have excited 
immixed amazement, whilst birds innnmerable of Taiioof 
species, almost covered the water. 

Sir John Kichardson, in his reeendy pnbhsfaed account 
of his s«archin){ jonmeT, addnces statistics to show the 
abundance of game whidi rewarded the efforta of hie bant- 
ing parties in the winter of 1818-40. To the middle of 
April in the latter year, there were received into the 
storehonae attached to their wint«r qnarters, 6191 fish, 
13,810 lbs. of fresh venison; 9220 lbs. of hatf-dry venison, 
360 lbs. of poonded meat, 363 lbs. of rein-deer &t, and 625 
rein- deer tongnes. 

Mr. Isbister tells na thai one of the last winters he 
passed in the Hudson's Bay Company territories was on 
the borders of the Arctic Bea, near tile month of the 
Mackenzie ; and from their fisheries alone they fonnd no 
difBculty in maintaining a large party of Enropeans and 
natires, iritom the noveUr of uie event had attracted 



with in the Hadson's Bay Company's territories, and 
along the ncwthem shores and islands of Arctic America. 
He speaks, too, of Mr. labiater's making light of a long 
sod latiffdn^ solitary joamc^, in search of a party 3t 
trading Indians, when at one time he was four daya 
without food of any kind for himself or his dogs ; and 
itiien, on the point of killing one of the do^ to satisfr 
his hunger, he bappilr met with a beaten track, which led 
him to some Indian lodges, where he i 
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III th« barren gronnda between Fort Enterprise and 
tbe moath of the Coppermine, more tbau two bnndred 
deer were shot in a verj ekort time, and large flooka of 
waveys {Aaaa hyperhorea) were met witb, numy of wluoh 
fell to their guua. 

Their fishery at Fort Enterprise yielded 1200 white fiah, 
weighing from two to three poimdB each. Geew and 
ducks t^y also fotind abundant — indeed, too pleatiiiil^ 
for it ia made a eabject of complaint that tbe banters were 
apt to waate upon tnem their ammunition given for killing 
deer. 

About two dozen mnak oxen were abun at variouB times, 
and a bear or two. The huntora could often eren beat 
down TouDB geese with their sticks: forty excellent aalmon 
and white fish were talcen at & draught near the Bloody 
Falla. ■ 

They learnt from the Esquimaux, as well aa itcati their 
own experience, that reindeer frequent the ooaat during 
summer, that &h are plentiful at the montha of the riTera, 
and aeab abundant, whilst drift-wood was found all along 
the shores. 

In Bathurst Inlet, and Austin and Melville Soonds, 
they ahot many deer ; and bears and seals were plentiCiilf 
if they had required to take them. The ahallowa wer« 
covered with shoals of capelin ; and their nets produced, 
&om time to time, a great variety of fiah, particularly 
aalmon-trout, round fish, herrings, cmd so forth. They also 
lulled several awans, cranes, and gray geese. 

Sir John Eichardaon, speaking of tiie amount of food to 
be obtained in these regions, says : — 

" Deer migrate over the ioe in the spring, from the 
main shore tii Victoria and Woltaston landa, in large 
herds, and return in the autumn. These Itmds are also 
the breeding-places of vast flacks of sopw geese ; SO that, 
with ordinary skill in hnutiDg, a large simply of food 
might be procured on their shores, in the months of June, 
Julv, and August. Seals are also numerous in those aeaa, 
and are easily shot, their curiosity rendering tiiem a ready 
preyto a boat party." 

l)r. Eae, m searching WoUaston Land, in "Haj, 
1851, found abundance of drift wood about the ahorea, 
!Si£any partridges were seen, but, aa they were shy, only 
eleven were a&it by himself and bis two men ; these binu 
were veir large, and fine eating. Deer were very nume- 
rous, ana several bares were seen ; but as they bad abun- 
dance of provisions vrith them, no attempt was mode to 
approach them 
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The inhabitants of tliirteen Egqoimaax lodges, whom 
they met with at Cane Samilton, were &11 Tei][ lat, htmne 
abimduice of eesl'R oeeh and fat, large qnantitiee of which 
were earefully depouted in seal-ucin bags nuder tiie 

Capt, Penny, in a letter to (he Admiralty, on his retnm 
irom the Arotio Seas in the autumn of 1861, itated that the 
high northern latitude onoe reached, companttive open 
water would be foand. The climate improyed, and in proof 
of this he Btates, that within Viotoris Channel, at Point 
Surprise, lat. 76° Z, long. 95° 55', he found ducks on the 
17th of ilay, full a month earlier than in the lower lati- 
tnde i while the sea was eren then so free from ice, that 
the water washed their rery feet as they stood on the 
point. The quantity of drift>wood was oompanttiTely 
large, and amoAg this was found a pieee of English elm. 
WalroseB and seals were also seen and killed by Capt, 
Penny's party. 

The Esqnimaux, aceordinz to Dr. Bichardson, asBemble 
on the Tarioug headhnds, from the Mackenzie eastward, 
to chase the black and wMte whales. 

Whales are found in great numbers on all the coasts in 
the vicinity of Behrmg's Strait, and &e whalers h&Te 
captured them in high north latitudes. 



(common to this sea) deposit their eggs, amd bring up 
their young. 

Of the resonrces of the norQient shores of Siberia, we 
have unfortunately Terr scanty materials for forming an 

accura'e judgment, from the scattered notices occurring 
nnder this head, in the valuable work of Professor Bauer, 
of St. Petersburgh, drawn chiefly from official sources, 
sufficient information may, however, be gathered, to 
warrant us in inferring that they are little if at all inferior 
to those of the corresponding Arctic ooast of America. 
This much at least, we know, that every summer sends 
forth parties of adventurous explorers from Siberia, main- 
taining themselves — as only they can maintain themselves 
in these latitudes — by hunting and fishing, for the porpose 
of working the rich mines of fossil ivoiy, found in such 
abundance in the neighbouring islands, which have been 
described as one rost deposit of the remains of tlie mam- 
moth. 
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STSCOVEBT Of TBS KOBTH-WSST PASSAOE. 

Captain M'Clnre, in the BeftRsh for Franklin, has been 
fortunate enough, to achieve the diseoTery of the long- 
BOiight " North-weat pasBace ;" indeed, he discovered two 
poBMgea, one between Melville Isl&nd and Banics' Land, 
and the other by the Prince of Wales' Strait, which com- 
municates with that of Bbttow, at the eastern extreme ot 
the lojt named land. This waa effected on the 26th of Oct., 
1850, by a trarelling party orer the ice, the veeael being 
ihizen m the pack, where sho wintered, abont seventy 
miles b> the sonthward. Taking up the proceedicgB of the 
Investigator, from the date of the latt information, given 
at pace 211 {Aug. 5, 1850), I may state that, coasting along 
■the edge of the ice, they founa, on the 6th, an opening 
eastw^d of Wainwright'a Inlet, and poshing through it 
succeeded in rounding Point Barrow at midnight. 

On the 6th Sep. they diacovered this first land, which 
has since been ascertained to be an island, whose north, 
side forms Banks' Land. On the 9th, while standing to 
the N.£., they made another discovery, which Captain 
M'Clure called Albert's Land ; it is coatmuous with Wol- 
laaton and Victoria Land, and appears indeed to form one 
large island. On the 14th July, 1861, the ice broke up, 
and for near a month the ship driited helplessly about, la 
"Snaoo of Wales' Strait. On the 14th Aug. they were 
withhi twenty-five miles of Barrow Strait, and anticipated 
being set into it, when in all probabiUty they would have 
&Uen in with Captain Austin's ships, and so got to Eng- 
land that year. A strong north-easter, however, set eudi 
quantities of ice upon them, and drove the ship so rapidly 
to the southward, that on the ISth Captam M'Clure 
determined to re^ce his course down the Strait, and 
endeavour to worm his way through the polar ice, to the 
west of Baring Island, so as to come down, if possible, 
between Melvule Island and Banks' Land, feeling con- 
vinced, from the report of a travelling party he h^ des- 
patched to the wcatward in the apnng, that a channel 
would be found in that direction. 

On the 24th Sep., while running in a snow-storm, the 
Xnveitigator e;rounded on a reef, and was thus itozen in in 
a aecure harbour, named by the commander the Bay of 
Mercy, lat. ?4° 6' N, long. 117° 15' W, where she ra- 
mained at the last accounts, on the IStb of April, I8G3. 

It is strange to reflect how near Parry, in his first voyagai 
was to diacoveting the Xortb-vest passage. Wlien df tiis 



Bouth-west point of Melrillo Island (aee page 62) awl 
looking westward he saw the land which is named in the 
charts Banks' Land. M'Clore, in 1850-1, waa at the 
eaatera end of the land, and &om this poiat, looking east- 
ward, he saw MelTUle IslBud. He thus discoreied the 
NortJi-wett passage. Ponj and M'Gure were looking 
^pparentlj at each other, th]e one hafing got to his posi- 
tioz) from the Koith Sea or Atlantic Ocean, the oth^ to 
his poution from the Sooth Sea or Pacific Ocean, the one 
by sailing 2,600 nules, and the other by sailing l,800iniles. 
raiTj, in 1820, fonr-and-thirtj years ago, looked wistfully 
across the ice-bound strait, and thought, "l^onder are 
America and China I" M'Clure, in 1851, or three years 
ago, looked hi^eMly over the same ice-covered channel 
and said, " Yonder are Davis' Strait, and Scotland and 
England ;" but neither coold take his ship through, though 
within seventy miles of the same spot. 

Bnt if the paasage could not be made by sea, the ice 
GOnld be traversed m sledges. This was done. M'Clnre 
and a travelling part; crossed the strait, in Apnl, 1852, 
reached Winter BarKinr, depositfid a. dee^atch there, and 
leturaed to their sh^. 

The interview between the officers of the EesaTule and 
Jjivestiffator was a, remaikable one. Commander M'Clore 
and Captain ICeUet had last parted three years previous 
in Behring's Straits, and now they met on the other side of 
the pole. A travelling party from the Resolute had forto- 
DatdyviaitedWiDter Say, Melville Island, and there found 
the despatches lodged by the InvesUgator'a party, in which 
Captain M'Clure had intimated his progress and future 
intentions ; immediately on the discovery of this, a relief 
par^ was sent i^ in qnest of the ship, and found her 
m the Bay of Mercy. Lieutenant Pim waa in adrance 



„ 1 person coming very fast townrtu them, 
they supposed he was chased by ahear, or had seen a bear. 
Walked towards him : on getting onwards a hundred 
yards, they could see &om his proportions that he was not 
one of them, Pim began to screech and throw up his 
hands (his flue as black as my hat); this brought the captain, 
and lieutenant to a stand, as they could not hear suffl* 
ciently to make out his language. 

" At length Pim reach^ the psrt^, quite beside him- 
self, and stammered out, on M'Ulure asking him, 'Who 
are you, and where are yon come from,' — 'lientenaDt 
Pim, 2fer<i^{^ Captain iKellet.' This wm more iue^licable 
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to H'CtuTS, as I was the last person be sLook htmds with 
in Behxing's Straits. He at length, found that this solitiuy 
stranger was a tme Englifihman — an angel of liglit ; ha 
aa^s — 'He'HOonwaa seen from the sMp — they ha.d only 
one hatchway open, and the crewwere fairl; jammed ther^ 
in their endeaTonr to get up. The sick jumped out i^ 
their hammocke, and the creir for^t their despondenoyt 
in fact, all was chaused on board the livoettigator.' " 

I maj Btate here VaeX the deapat^diea of Obtain M'Clore 
point oat two impcnrtant facts ; first, that his Tassel was 
icelocked in the route of the North-west passage, for three 
winteni, within 160 miles of places prenonaly discovered 
and that without any ooinmnnieafeon between his vessd 
and others until 18G3 ; and, secondly, that food in Kreafc 
abundance was easily procured, and that the healui of 
officers and crew was mainbuoed witlurat difficulty. 

The return of game killed by the officers and a pordoa 

Of the crew of the Invettiffotor between October 1. 1860, 

and the 8th April, 1863, comprised the following, althou^ 

1^0 larger portion was killed daring the spring of 1S63 : — 

ITmnber killed. Arcngv wdgbC tttb. IMal weigbt. 



Musk-or 
Deer.. 
Hares . 

Grouse. 


. . 7 
. . 110 
..169 
. . 486 
. . 198 
.. 29 
. . 2 


2781bB. 

701bs. 

eibs. 

not weighed. 


1.9461bs 
7,7181b8. 
l,0141bs 


Geese . 
Wolvea 






Bears . 


. . 4 







Total killed 1,005. 

The sise of the musk-ox varied considerably, but the 
deer that were killed did not vary in size so much. The 
deer were found to be very fat, although their principal 
food merely coosisted of the herb^e wnich was obtained 
from a small tree called the dwarf willow. As the crew 
oqIt keptf as it were, on the ridges of the sea, no other 
fbod was observable, but there ia no doubt the deer found 
an abundance of food Airther up the countrj. They were 
very wild, and the gunners Ead to display great pre- 
oantion in shooting them. The manner in which the crew 
got within gun-shot was this : they secreted themselv^ ia 
Tariooe parta of the ravines, or behind the sand-hills, and 
listened with breathless silence until they heard the deer 
tap the snow off the willow with their feet in order to eat 
Qia herbage. "When the air was frosty, and the weather 
calm, this tapping could be heard at a distance of abont 
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200 yirdj, and by lutoning nnd obscrviog mitiutely, th« 

Cner ewily detected the poBition in which hu prey vu 
bed. Ab Boon oe this wu correctly ucertsined, a 
person was sent a considerable distance round the deer, 
and a slit^ht noiie haTine been made at their back they 
imtnediately ma off— probably past the punner. It w«b in 
inch instances that the chances of a "kill"occaTTed. One 
bondred and t«n deer were thus killed. 

The grouse were not bo wild as might have been eZ' 
pected ; bat ijie wild-fowl were somewhAt wilder thui those 
usually found in Ireland and Scotland. 

The sLusk^oE was found to be a very ferooiouB animal, 
and great danger necesBarily attended the attacks. They 
were easily approached, and when wonnded they ran head- 
long at the gunner. One of t^e crew had a very narrow 
escape from beinf; torn to pieces. He had fired on« 
charge without its takins effect, and having no more 
ammunition with him, he lucki^ fired bis iron ramrod at 
iba infuriated beast, and dropped him lifeless joat as the 
animal was about to make the attack. 

If the expedition had had an opportuni^ of f^oiiig 
fbrtber up tlie country, away from uie sea, there is no 
doubt but thousands of game would have been killed. 

The pleasing inteUigence of the safety of the officers 
and crew of the InvestigaUtr did not come without alloy. 
If ews was brought home of the melancholy death of Lieu- 
tenant Bellot, uie French offloer, who had already, on a 
previous occasion, visited the Polar Seas in search of onr 
missing countrymen. The intelhgenee was received by 
Commander Inglefield, in an official letter £rom Captain. 
Pullen. It appears that this noble seaman was blown 
Bway from the shore, in company with two seamen, uprai a 
floe of ice. He had moonted to the tffg of a hummnck in 
order to reconnoitre the position, and to see what could be 
done for the safety of bis two companions. At this 
moment he was taken by the wind, thrown into a crack 
in the ice, and unfortunately drowned. The two men 
were saved, after driving about for thirty hours, without 
food or hope, The records of Arctic heroism can show no 
brighter name than that of Bellot. He was endeared to 
all nis Snglish shipmates by every social quality, as well 
as by bis unflinching valour and daring. Our countrymen 
have done justice to the memory of his virtues by a 
subscription for his family and a monument te be erected 
to him in Greenwich Hospital. 

The indifference irith which the announced discovery of 
the Nortb-west passage was generally received, both in 



DIBGOTERT OF THE KDKTH-WEn' PASaAOE. 245 

England and in America was aomeirkat BDrprising. The 
fixi8t«uae of such a pusaRe bad been for three ceii> 
turiea reckoned among the most difficult and doubtful of 
eeoKrapbJcal probleina. Chreat prizes have been ofibred 
by public bodicB and by private individuals for its practical 
Bolution ; and expedition aiW expedition, has been £tted 
out at vaat expense to carry on the inreatigatiou. For 
this object hardsliipa have been endured and dangera mm 
in the Arctic Seas eucb as can be found in no other mari- 
tiuie record. And yet, ai^r all, when the reault of thia 
long research has been at last attained, and aober certainty 
taken the place of imaginative doubt, the fact does not 
even excite the interest of a nine days' wonder. It mixes 
in with the current of ordinary erenta, and quickly paesea 
from attention. This is owing mainly to two reasons — 
the impression of tbe utter uaelessness of the discovery 
for all practical porpoaes, and the univeraal feeling of 
regret that the lives of so many gallant men should have 
been sacrificed for auch an end. The fact that Captain 
M'Clure, of the Inveatigator, of whom, for the last three 
yeara, more haa been expeetad in the work of discovering 
traces of Sir John Franklin, than of any other individual, 
boa not been able to obtain the leaat clue to the object of 
his aearch, haa done much in deatroying the interest in 
what he actually did accomplish. For yeara he haa been 
where no other ahip has ever been before him. He haa 
discovered new land, defined a long extent of coast line 
that was before uncertain, held intercourse with a new 
Deople, has verified the exiatence of a 14'orth-weBt passage 
the diacovery of a channel into Barrow's Strait from 
._e open sea, so frequently aeen by Franklin and others 
from the coast of S'orth America, and, after being frozen 
nearly three years in the ice, baa almost succeeded, and 
doubtless in the end will qttite aucoeed, in pushing his 
ship through, and thna be the first man who haa ever 
Bailed from the Pacific into the Atlantic. And yet all of 
hia achierementa are hardly heeded in the disappointment 
that nothing has been effected towards settling the busi- 
ness on wuch the ahip waa specially despatched. The 
discovery of Sir John Franklin would be worth the 
diacovery of a !North-weet passage a thousand timet 
over. 

Whilat the irahUc were eagerly awaiting informatioa 
from the shins in, Behriu^'a Strait, and the new American 
expedition, the extraordinary announcement waa made 

- -'- -■■ " - - - "* John Franklin 

Hftror would be 
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atrack off the Navy List on the Slat of M»ni^ 18M, and 
that tlie allotmenU pud to theic wirei aod children would 
thenceforth ceaae. 

But for the perseverance of a portion of those who com- 
posed Captain M'Clure's expedition, and the better means 
which they had for making long ionmeyB on the ice thaa 
was at the disposal of Franklin, whereby they were enabled 
to commnnicato with Winter Harlxmr, the name of 
Captain M'CInre and hia gallant comrades would probably 
aUo have been swept from the roll of tlte English service. 
When men penl their lires in the Arctic Cfoean for liie 
fame and honour of their conntry, thev should not receive 
the summary treatment which, under the Statrite of Limi- 
tations, is applied to a note of hand, aiter the lapse of a 
few years. 

It is perfectly well known that Sit John Franklin 
wintered, in 1S4S-6, at Beechy Island, and it is doubtless 
true that, in the amnmer of 1846, he passed into the open 
eea to the If orth, on his way around tlie Ameiicui con- 
tinent, to make the ftortli-weEt passage. This was the 
object of his voyage, which he did not expect to complete 
before 1852. Is there any just ground for the ataumptioa 
that his case is difierent &om that of Captain M'CluTe, 
whose Teeael, the Investigator, is still imbedded in tiie ice 
of Mercy Bay at Baring s Island P Food, we have seen, 
is readily procored throughout the Arctic Sea ; health is 
easily maintained there, and, as yet, only the surface has 
been ptenotrated in tlie efTorts to discover hin^ owing to 
tlie continued severity of succeeding winteK, and to tlie 
want of experience in the Arctic navigation and traveL 
No one has yet foBowed Franklin into Ute open Folar Sea 
— unless it be Dr. Kane. The efforts hilierto made have 
been wholly inefficient, and they do not warrant the hasty 
and cruel decision of ^e British Admiralty. If there 
were officers behind Sir John Franklin waiting for pro- 
motion, their case coald have been accommo&ted in a 
different manner, at least, I suppose, with the aid of an 
act of porhamenti but, at a moment when the whcdc 
civilized world is deeply interested in the cfibrta made Ba 
nobly for his rescue, and warm hopes are cherished for 
their success, it seems wholly premature and inexplicable 
that an order should be issued, calculated to repress all 
further efforts for his discovery. The expeditions which 
Lave now gone forward are provided with means of 
making long and rapid journeys over the ice. Sir John 
Franklin waa not } and he must owe to the exertions of 
others, what Captain M'Clure's men so skilfully accom- 
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ptiflbed for themi^efl. They went to Meliiile laland, 
and left at Winter Harbour a, notice stating ichere the 
vmsel wu. A party of Captain Eellet's men found it, 
mnd went immecuAtelj to the vegBel, aa the distanoewaa 
only 160 milefl. It ia oertain Sir John Franklin had the 
means to make the jonmey over ioe and water, but if 
he were 500 miles nirther west, locked np in the same 
manner, he would be oompelled to w«t there until relieved 
by the eSbrts of others. Itwaa the common belief of Arctic 
naTigators, and the belief has been partly oocurately veri- 
fied, that a BucceeBion of ialands lines the northwest 
ooaat irom Baffin's Bay to beyond Behring'a Btrait. 
failing to find an open passage from the Polar Sea, throneh 
openings between those islands to that strait, Franklin 
would of oonnie winter, as did Captain M'CInre, in the 
moat convenient and accessible harbour, and, no donbt, 
irith the same result; Captain MKIIIure took the inner 
passage between those islands and the continent. The 
means now exist for traTarsing this entire region with 
safetY, ra^dity, and certainty. He question wnether or 
not Sir John Franklin and his comrades died in the 
service oi England oonld not be jostly decided, in view 
ci these acts, until after the intcvremng space between 
tile waters which flow into the Atiantio, and Uiose whidi 
flow into the Fodfic, had been thoroughly and in vain 
examined. 

TTie erpedition of Capt. McCIintook, and tie intelligence 
he broDght home in IBaS, has now set this question de> 
finitively atrest. We know the spot where his ships were 
blocked up by ioe, and where thty were ultimately aban- 
doned. 

At a dinner given in 1853, at his native town of Lynn, 
to Lieutenant Cresswetl, tiie bearer of Captain M'CInre's 
deepatohes to the Admiralty, Sir Edward Parry, who was 
present, tbus spoke on the subject of Franklin's fate : — 

" While we are rejoicinn over tbe return of our &iead. 
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vent out. There Tre fonnd three graxet of his men,— snd 
that IB, up to the preient moiQent, the atHj token wh&tereT 
ve have receired of him. I do consider it e, most mTBtenoni 
tiling, and I have thouj^ht of it as much as anrbodj. I 
can fonn but a eingle idea of ^e probable fate ot Franklin. 
I do not agree with, our Mend Gurney Creaawell about the 
probabUitj of both ahips having gone down, and nothing 
heen aeen of them, because, although it is true that nothing 
might have been seen of the ehipa themselves, I do not 
belieTe the crewa would have all perished at one momoit. 
I think there is that stuff and stamina in 130 £aglishn]6n, 
that, somehow or other, thej would have m^tainJed ibtaa- 
aelves as well as a parcel of fisqmmanx wonld. They 
would have found the Eaquimsus, aod there would havo 
l>een somethjig like a trace of them if they had been on 
earth. The only thing which I can suggest b this: 
Wellington Strait was discovered by myself on tba expedi- 
tion I spake of. It is a large opening from Lancaster 
Sound. When I was going u)) westward from Melville 
Island, we saw WeUin^n Strait perfectly free from ice, 
and BO I marked it on my chart. It was not my boainess 
to go north as long as I could get west, and, therefore, we 
ran past and did not examine it; but it has always been 
a laronrite idea of those who imagined that the north-west 
~ Mage was to be easily made by going north. That, we 
"" was the favoTirite idea of Franklin, and we know 
1 intend, if he oould not get westward, to go up 
Wellington Channel. We have it from his own lips. My 
belief is still that ^fter the fint vtinier he did go up that 
ekannel, and that having steam power (which I had not in 
my time,) it is possible he roay have gone up in a favourable 
season ; for yon cannot imagine anything more different 
than a favourable and an nmavourable season in those 
regions. You cannot imagine the changes that t^e {dace 
ia the ice there. I have been myself sometimes beset for 
two or three days together by tne ice, in such a way that 
from the mast-head I oould not see sufficient water to float 
that bottle in ; and in 24 honrs there was not a bit of ioe 
to be seen — nobody could tell why — I cannot tell why: 
and you might have sailed about as you may in your own 
ziver, as far as ice is concerned. Therefore, m a iavourable 
.season he may have gone np that inlet, and may, by the 
^ower of steam and favourable cimuTtistances, have got so Jar 
to thenoHk-eastthatyin an ordiiiary season, he could not get 
back again. And those who knew Franklin, know this— 
that he leould posh on gear after year so long as hi* provi- 
tiona lotted. 14'otHng could stop him. He was not the 
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BumtolookbBck if he believed the thing waaatillpOMible. ■ 
He may have got beyond the reach of our aeaichiu^ 
partieB, for Sir Edward Belcher has not been, able to ^t 
far up, and we have not been able to get ^e inveBtieation 
oompleted. In speaking of Eranklin, erery one wiB feel 
Borrow for his probable fat«- My dear friend Franklin. 
was 60 years old when he left this country ; and I shall 
nerer forget the seal, the abnost yontLM enllinaiasm with 
which that man entered upon that eipeditioD. Lorti 
Haddington, who was then First Lord of the Admiralty, 
sent for me, and said, '.I gee, by looking at the navy list, thai 
Pranklin is 60 years old : do yon think we ought to let biin 
goP' I said, 'He is a fitter man to go than any I know;- 
and if yon don't let bim so, the man will die of oisappoint* 
ment.' He did go, and has been gone eight yeara ; and, 
therefore, I leave to yoniBelTeB to consider what is tha 
~robabili^ of the life of that exoellent and valuable man, 
n the whole course of my experience I lutvB never known 
a man like fVanklin. I do not say it because he is dead— 
upon the principle de inortiU ml niti bonum; but I never 
knew a man in vAiom different qnaiities wmre bo remarkably 
combined. In my dear friend Franklin, with all the ten- , 
demess of heart of a simple child, there was all the great- 
. ness and magnanimi^ ot a hOTo." 

THE UTBTZST OT TSBIB FITS SOCTBD. 

AH the foregoing observations are now of little avail, far 
detailed particulars of the fat« of Sir John Franklin 
and his fellow- voyagers have come to hand. What has been 
all along surmised has really taken place, and the mclan- 
cholv fact that most, if not all, penshed from starvation, 
has been revealed in terms too sad and dreadful to dwell 
upon, 

Aews has come at last, bnt the gloomiest predictions fall 
&T short of the horrors of their actual fate. We aU were 
forced to admit that the ships might have been wrecked— 
that their crews might have fallen victuns to the element! 
—bat slow, lingermg starvation, protraoted only by tlio 
most horrible expedient to which man in his agony can 
resort — these were miseries none of ns had anticipated. 

The substance of this sad intelligenoe is as follows :— 
Dt. Bae, of the Hndaon's Bay Company, and so weB 
known OS an Arctic voyager, arrived in London, October 
22nd, 1861, with the tidings that, whilst engaged in the 
survey of Boothia, he fell in with a party of travelling 
Esquimaux. These men informed him that another body 
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of tbeiF cuiuiliymen, in tlie sprmg of 1S60, had seen a 

pBirty of white men making their way to the mainlani 
later on in the eeason these natives cune to tiie spot where 
the white men had fallen down to die. Thirty dead hodies 
wnre found, and five (no doabt the first victiBia} lay buried 
at a little distance. The bodies had warm elothmg, and 
ffuns and ammunition were ecattered abont ; fant auys ! of 
iood tihere was none, andi sad to tell, traoes were left tliat 
seemed to prove the laat aorvirora had been drivan by the 
agonies of nonger to feed on the bodies of their dead 
companions' 

The first impnlw, on hearing Buoh news, is to ask if any- 
thing that coiud be done was left imdone to resooe our 
gallant aud ill-iated connlrymeiiF It is a melancholy 
Batisfaoti<m to get a amative rmly. One axrieditioa, that 
of Sir James Boh, might pernus have helped them in 
1848 and 1B49 ; but its eommander jodeed it pmdent to 
return at a time when many ezperienoed Arctic Toyagen 
thon^t he should have atayed. 

Two exj^oring ecpeditions — that of Kennedy, asHiated 
hy lienteoumt Bellot, iite young Frentdi sailor wiio pe- 
. ruhed so sadly but ho nobly, and that of Dr. Bae, who 
oomet back with, news at last, — had traveraed and re-tra- 
versed the immediate vicinity of the phuse where the bodies 
were found by the Esquimaux. Bat even theBe expedi- 
tions conld not probably have found any survivors, though. 
the tate of the missing voyagers would have been earlier 
set at rest. 

Dr. 'Bae eonaidn^ed the tidings he had leased of anffi- 
mentimpoTtanoeto justify him inatoooe coming to En^and, 
without waitii^ to intCTrogato the Esquimaux who had 
Bctnally seen the bodies. Tob tenth of the deataniction of 
Sir John Franldin and his companions was, hotvever, made 
but too evident by the evidences oi the iact which tiie na- 
tives, seen by ]5r. £ae, bore about them. They were 
decorated witii bits of telescopes and coins, and with 
spoons and other articles of silver plate, one of which had 
air John Franklin's name upon it, and others the initials 
■of some of the officers of the expedition. Purthcr details 
are therefore bat of secondary importance, though the 
world would be glad to hear of the preservation oibooks 
or papers that might cast some light un this, the Baddest 
page of Arctic history. 

The following is Dr. Hae's Beport to the Secretary dT 
the Admiralty: — 

BapalM BsT, July It, 18S1. 
Sib,— I hsve tba hononr to mentlOD, tar tba Infljrnutloii of nf 
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Lordi CommlBBkiaen of tbe Adtfnltj, that dntiag n^ iauraej one 
the ioe and now Lbii ipring. irlth Uw view of completing the toryej 
of th! WHt ihore of Boathli, I met vilh Esquimenx in Pellr Bar, 
from DDe of whom I lamed that a putj of " irhJls men" (Sabloonuu) 
had peiiifaed ftom want of fiwd tome diituce to Uie wcvtwud, sad 
not far be:r«><i a luge rlTer, contalniiiK nuijr fUli and niddt, Sob- 
■equently, f^irtber parUculaie wov reoaiTed, aud a namber of aiticlea 
pimhaaed. wfaii^ plH«9 the fute of a poiliou, if not of all of the then 
sUTTiTOn of Sir John f^vnkUn'a long-hMt part;, beyond a doobt — a 
fate u terrible as the imagination can conoctve. 

The substauoe of tbe Infiinnatkin obtained at Tiiloiii Umee and 
flom Tariona aonrcea, wu as fbllowa; — 

In the tpring, fonr irlntera past (ipiing IStOJ, a part7 of " whlt« 
men" amounting lo alxnt Ibitf , weE« seen trarelling southwaid orel 
the ioe, and dragging a boat vitb them, b; nme Eeqiumaux, who were 
Ulling seats near the north shwe of King WiUlain's I.and, whiob la 
A large island. Kone of the party coidd speak tbe fisqaimaox lan- 
guage intelligibly, hot by algna the party mre made to imdentand 
that their ship, tr ships, had been crushed by Ice, and that tbey were 
now going to where they eipectod to flod deer to iboot From the 
appearance of the men, all of whom, except one officer, looked thin, 
they were then enppoeed to be getting ehort of proiislons, and por- 
Chaised a small seal fhim the natives. At a later dale the same season, 
tint prarioos to the bnaUng np of the Ice, the bodies of some thirty 
penraa wen dlieomed on the oontinent, and^re on an island near 
it, aboot a long day's Jonne; to the N.W. of ■ large stream, which can 
be no other than Back^ Great Fish Biver (named by the Esgtdmanx 
I>oot-ko-M-calik), at lU description, and that of Che low shore In the 
nelgbboniiiood of Point Ogle and Montreal Island, agree eiactlj 
with that of Sir George Back." Some of the bodies had been btuied 
(probably those of (he first rictlms of fkmlne). some were in a tent or 
tonta, othera Boder the boat, wMcb had been turned orer to form a 
shelter, and several lay scatUced about in different dlreotiooa. Ot 
tJiose fbnnd on the Island, one was supposed to have be«Q an officer, aa 
he had a telescope strapped over his shoulden, and bis doable-bar* 
relied gun la; underneath him. 

fVom the mutilated state of many of tbe corpse*, and the ixi~'~~'~ 



There appeared to have been an abundant stock of ammnniUon, a» 
the powder was emptied In a heap on the ground by the natives oat of 
the kegs or caaea containing it ; and a duuitlty of ball and shot waa 
ftnmd below Ugb-wnta' nark, having probably ben left oa tbe Ico 
close to the beach. There mnst have been a nomber of watches, com- 
passes, telescopes, gona (sHveral doable-barrelled), be. all of whicli 
appear to have beoi broken up, as I saw piecea of thoae diCerent 
articles witb the Esqnlmaax, together with some silver qioons and 
fOrka. I pntcbaied as many as I oonld get. A. list of the moat im- 
poitanl of tlieu I enclose, wltli a rough sketch of the creels and inltlali 
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tt tti« Ibtka kbA apooiK. The uUelca thmKlTH ilull be budcd 
OTer to the Seontirf al the Hndmn'i Bay Compuir on my imvil In 

None of the Eaqulnuiux Trith wbom I convened had uen tba 
• ■■ vbitea," norhid tbef ever been >l the pUc« where the bodies wer* 
finnd, but bad tbetr InforraiCion from thoH who had been there, and 
wbo had wen the poity vben triTelliiiK. 

I offl^r no epology for taking the Ubertf of >ddie«li>g yoo, u I do 
•0 from ■ belief that their lonlshlpa would be dednHU of bettig put In 
posKPfliod, at u early % date oa poaalble, of aaj tldlags, however 
nieaf(re and unexpectedly obtained, regordhig tbls ^nfuUy inteieiluiK 

I may *dd, that by means of mr gnni and aela, we obtained aa 
■ ample nipply of prorliilani laM antamn, and ray tm^ pany paiaed th« 
winter in Baow boneea in comparative comfbrt, the Aioiofthe deerHhot 
aflbrdlDg abundant warm clothing and bedding. My apting Jouraey 
wai a failure, la consequence of an aceumnUtlon of obataelee, acreral 
of which my former eiperienoe In -Antic traTalUng had not tanght me 
to expect. — I have, ka., JoHi) Bab. M.D., 

Commanding Hudfon'i Bay Company'i Atnlio Expeditian. 



The following u^ extracts from Br. Hae's jotuual :— 

On the morning of the SOth wa were met by a yaiy Intelligent 
Esquimaux, driving a dog-sledge laden with mnik-ox beef. lUi man 
■ ' " " (0 days' ioumey. i " ' 



minutes hid depoalled hiB load on the mow, and waa ready to Join ui. 
HuTlng explained to him mj object, he lald that the rood by which he 
had come waithe beet for us, lod, having lightened the men'i iledges, 
we travelled with more fkoillty. We were now Joined by another oT 
tbe aativea, wbo had been abeent se^-hunting yesterday, but, bdng^ 
anxloua to see us, had visited our snow honse euiy this morning, and 
then followed npourlroclc. Tbia mas wu very communlcatlre. and 
on putting to him the usual queations as to hia having seen " white- 
man" before, or any ahlpa or boata, he replied in the uegatlTe \ hot aald 
that a party of Eabiounani' had died of starvation a long diitanoe t» 
the west of where we then were, audlieyaad a large river, Heatated 
that he did not know the exact place, that he never hod beui there, 
and that he contd not accompany na so fkr. 

He also adds : 

From what I sonid leam, there la no raaion to loapeot that any 

Tlole&ce had been olTbied lo Uie auflerera by the natlvee. 

List ol orticiea purcliaied ttma the Kiquimaiix, aald to have been 
obtained at the place where the bodiea of the persona reported to have 
died of fkmine were found, viz, i—' 1 silver table Ibrk — crcet, an ant- 
moi's head, with wings extended above{ 8 riiver table fo r k a-,, ci v e t, a 
Idrd with Hingi extended ; 1 silver table apoon — creati with Injitials 
•T.R.M.C." (Captain Croiier.rnrw)! liilver table apoon and Ifork 
— crest, bird with laurel branch in moutli, motto, " Spero me^m;" 
1 allver table apoon. 1 tea spoon, 1 desaert fork — creet, a fiah'a head 
looking upwards, nith laurel bronohee on each aide ; 1 allver table fork 
— initials, "II.D. E. G," (Harry D. S. Goodalr, ai>iatant«nrgeon, 
Xrtlnali lailver UUelork— IniUali," A-U'D." (Alaxandnr U-Donald, 
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KsdstMtt-niTKRni. limn i 1 tOnr table ftid^IniUda, " O. A. M." 
CGilUn A. Haebeu, Ksond-muMr, Terror); 1 dlTer Uble Ibrk— 
in!U«l>, * J. T. :" I rilter deetert ipoon— InlUalfc '■ J. 8. P." (John S. 
peddle, tni^eoa, JBitbmii 1 round iIlTer plate, engrsTed, " Sir John 
FrnikllB, E.C.B. ;" k itar or order, Tith motto," Jfecagieraterreat, 
G. K. III., KDCCCIV." 

Aim > □iimber[>foCherutlok>wlthiioB>ifclI)7irtilob thej- cooU 
tx rawgnlwd, bat which will be huded over with tlioic abOTe-nuiwil 
«atbe Sccratuy oftheHoD. Hudtw'aBar Compiny. 

Joan Baz, UJ>. 

la additioD, and by way of farther explanation to the 
foregoing obierrationB, I may state that a dolphin's head, 
bettreen wings, is the crest of the family of Sergeant ; and 
the silver taMe forki may therefore have belonged to Mr, 
£obert O. Sergeant, mate of the Erebui. A dove with the 
olive branch, and motto, " ^ero mtliora," is the crest of the 
family of Fairholme, of GreenhilL The motto, "J'eciMper* 
terrent,"\s that of tiie Guelphio order, which had been be* 
ttowed upon Sir John Franklin, who was a E.C.H., and 
not a £.C.B. The crest, a conj^er eel's head between two 
eprigs (or a dolphin's head, as it is sometimes portrayed), 
belongs to the Franklin family. Dr. Feddie was sorgeoa 
of tiie Terror, and not of the ErAtu. 

The articles of plate identified would seem then to have 
belonged to Sir John Franklin, Lieutenant Fairholme, 
Mt. Goodsii, snd M>. Sergeant of the Erebua, and to 
Captain Crozier, Mr. M'Donald, and Mr. Peddie, of the 
Terror. The table fork marked " J. T." it is difficult to 
wpropriste to any one. The only persons in the expedi- 
tion with these initials were James Thompson, gunner, 
and John Tomngton, leading stoker, both of the Terrors 
bnt these were not likely to have articles of ^t«. The 
latter died, and was bnried at Beechey Island. The initials 
mayhave been mistaken for those ofLientenant John Irving, 
ofthe Terror. Aldioagh the specifledarticles evidently once 
belonged to the above-nsmedTofBcers, it cannot be admitted 
that ttiey account clearly for their fate, however strong the 
presnmption may be, for it is just possible that the silver 
may have been pilfered from toe abandoned and ice- 
imprisoned ships, or exchanged with the EsquimBUX f<» 
articles of food. 

On the very natural supposition that parties pressed (br 
food, and among peaceable Esqnimaux, would rather 
divide thnn unite, it cannot be affirmed that the fata of all 
the gallant band of Arctic explorers is definitely ascer- 
tained. 

According to the acconnt given by the Esqnimanx to 
Dr. Eae, a party of white men, some forty in num. 
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ber, were first seen in. the Bpiinff of 1860, tFEtrelling 
gontli, on the -north shore of King William's I^d. It waa 
a little later in the Bame Beaaoii that the bodies of some 
thirty of the crew of the expedition are Baid to have beea 
dificoveredon the continent near Back's Eiver, only twelre 
days' ionnieT from one of the HodBon's Bay Company's 
outposts. This throws a degree of snspicion on the truth 
of the Esquimaul story. Considering the short space of 
time that elapsed, and from the account of the Esqvimaiu: 
themaelvee, uiat the men tai King William's Land had it 
in. their power to kill seals if greatly pressed with haager, 
I can scarcely beliere that they were the same party wucb. 
died of starration, and whose remains were subsequently 
discovered. The probability is, that, in separate parties, 
they endeaTDUred to make their way orer those &ozen, 
inhospitable deserte, towards the American coaat, which 
was Bomo three hundred miles from the place at which 
they abandoned their shipB. One party it woold seem has 
succumbed to fanune and migoe, and after such a long lapse 
of time it would be a Tain hope indeed to suppose tmit the 
others have fared b«tt«r. 

The following letter, addressed to " The Times," 
■nswers a few doubts that had been suggested : — 

Sib, — Tbe qnenlDn liu &«qiiait!]r be 

aocomit (tar bo fisw of tbe n * ' 

«ud<r Sii John I^rankUn be 

theie being Ijiimd deid at <a near one apol P" 

It i> my doty, as well «a my detire, to giro erery Infoimiitlon on 
thU distressing subject, not only to (be relatives and Meada of the lort 
men, bat also to the publla at large, and cbe beet mediina of dcring eo 
la tbrongh the coluinni of fout " far and iride " ipread Jonmal, iboahl 
yon confer the following lenuuks wottbr of a place therein ; — 

Ab I haie not the Slue Bookt on tbe eublect of Arotio dlioamj 
by me, I may maJ:e some enor In my netemenla ; but, m for as my 
mamoiy serves me, the last newa we had from Sir John Franklin, In 
184S, was that he had prorisiona for Ui»e. or somewhat more thui 
three yean,whlch be conld make lost ftn-fbcr. Ag>in,tba osptain of a 
whaler, whoee name I ftrgot, eayi that " the crews of the SrOaa and 
Terrtr, when in Baffin's Bay, on theii paaaage westward, were killing 
and aaltlng down great numbeta of waterfowl, as a reeource In case ^ 
necessity." 

The inibmitian obtained by me ftom the Etqiimanz (by ■ mode of 
questioning which they nndentaod, and In wUeh they wet« induced 
lo explain tbe dUJ^rent plaoeg where tbey had pancd the winter seasoni 
>lnc« tbe year ISM) was.I consider, perfectly oonclusiie as to the apring 
of lR:ia being tbe period of the melancholy catastrophe to which 
I refer. This will make the time elapsed since Sir J. Franklin ww 
laat aeen in Baffis*! B17 until the spiing, 18DD, Toy Dearly ftra 
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SoppoKLng tbat the prorl^oiu oanied fivm EngUnd b; tfafl *xp«dl- 
Son did Ian four ysUB Ciy the end of which I bsTe no doubt tbe 
tnwB of tb« veeseU would be much reduced In trnmben, aQd 
those that inrviTed grestlr debilitated), the party muld be nholtr 
thrown on the greaa;, lanoid, Baited wateilbw!, whleb I beUare molt 
fenooi will agree with me In tblnking wonid increue the Aitalit^ of 
■Dury, tf it lireadT' siitted. or cuue that dnad dlMue if it bad not 
pKTloaalr nude iti qipearance. 

This ma; aecanut tationally G>r to few white men baring been seen 
1>7 the natlTa. 

Again, " ai to all the dead bdng finmd at or near the aame plac*.' 

HothiBg ia more Dkttural ot mors eaiUy aceoanted tor hy * 
- )f ezperltaoc In the Aiotle SeM, and irtuM« nilnd is properlj 



Let na (br a moment pictnire to onraelvei a part? of gallant men 
Ndoccd by want, and perhapa dlieaae, to great extremity, puahing 
tbdr way to the month of a large riTsr, sneh as tha Back, the Ice OD 
whirti they expected would break np in a abort time and permit them 
to embark in their boat. Having atiiied near such liTet the strength 
<t^ aome hftd DaSlcd, ao tbat tbey cmild not travel even wben un- 
attached to the eledge, and the otherB were unable to drag them. 
What step would broie men take In anch a lUfflcuIty? Xj nply 
woold be — cling together — Mop, and let the itmnger endesToar to 
kill game ftir Che aupprat of themaelTea and the weaker nntll the ioa 
broke up, then embark, turn by torn, hi tbe boat, and thai travel with 
nacfa greater eaae and epeed than vibea on ibot. 

The Esquimaux whom I saw at Pelly Bay preceded me to Rapnlw 
Bay, and, when I returned, were living in the moat friendly terma with 
tbe three men left In charge of our property there. None ot theee 
men nndtnlood % word of tha Ksqnimanx language, yet I waa 
InJwmcd by them, befijre 1 had comminicated any of my nawa, that 
they believed a party of wfaits men bad died of itarvstlon &r to 
the westward, and that they bad been rednced to a reiy dreadfU 
alternative betbre death. On my aaking my infbrvianta bow th^ 
bad diauorered this, they replied, I^ the algna made them by Uw 

I may add. In rapport of what I have already ttated regaidlng man 
canying with them useless arUdes on having to abandon tbeir ^p in 
the Arctic Sea, that I have «nce learnt from the belt autboiity— Sir 
John Boas bimaelf— that in eRtetlug his wondcifal eacape, after a 
three years' detention in Prince Segent's Inlet, he diftrtbnltd his 
allyer plate among the men, rather than kave it behind, and thus 
bmnght mwt of it to Jilnglaiul trlth bim. 

At the opening meeting of tbe Eoyal Get^raphical 
Society for Uie Session, IVoTember 13th, 1854, Dr. Hae 
read a paper descriptive of hia hat ioumey, and exliibited 
the rehcs he had broofht home, wnich excited consider- 
■ble iutereet in a ver; ULrce audience. 

In reply to a number of questions. 

Dr. Bae said that he did not himseif speak the langnace 
beyond a very few words ; the facts described by ue 
iEsqnimaax were interpreted to him by a natiTe interpreter 
yiha accompanied the expedition. This man Bp<Jie lite 
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EugliRh ItingimRe hh fluently as lie {Df. Bae} did, and he 
had reaeon to Delieve that he was tnutirorthy. The 
person who recommended him, and whom he (Dr. Sae) 
had known for years, told him that this interpreter was 
never a rogue unless when be was hungry. (A laogh.) In. 
this case the man had no interest to deceive, and if an 
Bsquimauz attempted to impose an untruth upon jou it 
was easy to detect liim by cross-questioning. Among tha 
relics found were a portion of the silver-plBte belonging' 
both to Sir John Franklin and Captain Crozier, and this 
and the statements made by the EgquimBux he thought 
oonclusive as to the fate of the party. It was the general 
opinion tlaat if the party divided, as was most probable, 
one ship's company nould take one direction and the other 
another. Sow, there were only two routes that could be 
taken — the one by Lancaster Sound, and the other by the 
Back Biver, and it was in the immediate vicinity of tha 
Ba«k Biver that the remains were found. 

Dr. Scoresby inquired whether Dr. Eae had beea 
enabled to form any opinion from what had been conmiti- 
nicated by the Esquimaux, as to the period ofthe year when 
the party of white men was seen in a boat, and when they 
obtoiaed supplies from the Esquimaux. 

Dr. Eae replied that it waa Etbout the season of the year 
when the Esquimaux went down to hunt seals, which. 
was the end of April, or the beginnbg of May. It waa 
about a month afler this that the bodies were found atter 
the navigation liad be^an to open, but before the ice had 
broken up. The Esquimaux, like all savage people, calcu- 
lated time by moons. They had the bear moon, the fish 
moon, the fowl moon, and the seal moon ; and it was ait«i 
the seal moon. 

Dr. Sooreaby. — In what year was that P 

Dr. Bae replied that he had very clearly ascertained by 
cross-questioning the Esc[uiinaux that it was in the year 
1850 ; and although the mformation came to him second- 
hand, it was in some respects better than if it were first- 
band. If it had come first-hand irom the Esquimaux who 
fell in with the party of Europeans, they migut have had 
an interest in mislesiding, because theymight suppose that 
the persons questioning them desired to deprive them of 
the srtiutes tbey bad taken from the persons who had 
perished, but the party who gave the information had no 
such interest, and besides, they were friendly to the white 

Dr. Scoresby. — Is it your impression that it was near to 
the Back Hiver the calunity happened i* 
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Dr. Eae. — Yes, it was distinctly described by ths 
Eaqnimsox. Ttey deecribed tbe numbcT of rivera I 
idiowd have to cross to get to it, and tbey stated that th« 
place where the bodies were fbond was to the west of the 
rirer where there were no hills, and the only part that 
anawen that description is the gronnd near the Back 

Dr. ScoresbT expressed a donbt whether they had yet 
the means before them to oome to a concluaion as to the 
fate of Franklin and his companions. It had been assumed 
by the newspapers that the ships of the eipadition had 
been lost, but they had no evidence of that fact. Dr. Bae 
bad ^ven no imbnnBtion as to any timber or remains 
of ships beinc found in the possession of the Esquimaux. 
^e presmnpnon therefore was, that the ships were still ia 
existence ; and that hypothesis was by no means incon- 
BLStent with the finding part of the crew starred to deatb 
as described. It was naturtd for Sir John Pranklin and 
his party, finding his ships frozen in and having no means 
of extricating them, to consider what shotdd be done j the 
probability was that they bad left their vessels and pro- 
ceeded inland — some woiud probably take one ronte, soms 
another — some might have remained in the ship. Ha 
thought it possible that some of these brave men yet 
Borvtved. It was natural, be thought, that Sir J. FrankliB 
would mate across for the American coast. 

Colonel Sabine did not think Franklin had gone up the 
Wellington Channel, but rather, in the execution oT his 
orders, be went by Cape Walker, and that way to the 
south-west coast ofAmerioa, and that there be got involved 
in the ice. 

Captain Eellett, B.N., oonsidered it entirely ooDJeotoral 
where Franklin met with the disaster which the rdica ob- 
tained by Dr. Bae showed had befallen bim. He agreed 
with Dr. Scoresby that there was a possibility of some of 
fb.6 parties being still in existence, and be a^eed with Sir 
John Boss that the western coast of Baffin's Bavshould be 
explored on towards the territories of the Hudson's Bay- 
Company. It was dear they had got the remuns now 
within a small distance, for the exploration of which 
a single season would be Buffioient. 

Captfun M'Clure, B.N , concurred in tiie proprie^ of 
Bearcning the west coast of Baffin's Bay, but considered 
the evidence of Dr. Bae almost conclnstve, and saw no 
chance of Sir John Franklin's party having escaped. 

Commsadet Osbom protested agamst Sir John Franklia 
being ooouied of tnnung book fl^ hii work aad *b«k> 
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domng the iabj on whidi he had been Bent. It wu nmr 
esid, Beorch for him in Savis'a StrmtA or SofGn's Bart 
those places had been open to search eveejjear Binoe ^la 
eipedition Bailed. Hb behered Sir John Franklin went 
to the S.W. and there perished. He whs confident tiutt 
Franklin had obeyed his orders to the letter, and tittt 
he proceeded by way of Cape WaBter, but that finding 
die ice too heaTy to make head against, he went down 
Peel Sound (b fine open channel), sod in that ditedam ha 
believed the other bodies would be fbimd. 

Dr. Bite said that be bad picked op tntipieMBoFtiinb<s 
in Victoria Straits— oda a. boat's mast, nd th» otber 
• bloek, having a hole in it fi» a dion. He tkongUi 
it would beWltosendoat AipausaggMted.lnfetiMre- 
waB little possibilily of paraona wintaoDg in tbal lomlitrf- 
far BOT lenglJi of time. In. ■Ab ^um wl^n Sin Joha^ 
X^nkun and hit -pteety were rarpond tt) !»« it wraTei^ 



diffienlt to find same — npiiiiiwifj t^ men weabenad by 
sbhttt and Img nanbhip. Dtuni^ tbrO' time yeam tbali- 
Qa JoW Bobs wioteMd th£re h» on!; UUed thiea deer 



and oiui mode eatti*. 1^ dundd. b» Qia last i _. . 
fldnae the abaodoMDient of all ho p »- ^urngkha heSored' 
Acre wa»n<»ai 

31t. F. L. Simnu»dB fi^gaated tIialtt}ie>tinAar mAua. cf . 
nnKht hare anna finni fftc John BVanUin'a venelg iriuJat 
wintering off the west coast of North Somerset. 

Captam. Btglefleld, S.'S., noaBunandled Uiat Back Birer 
and Sepolae B^ ^onld be ea^atei, Uie latter to due 
extent af about tla«e hundred miM fiomwltera tha bodies 
Ind bean found- A vwael leamog Bbgland next qirioff- 
jnight reach Chesterfield Inlet and Sepolse Bay ana 
Tatum tha same year ; anntiiier veBBel might be acatt maai 
t)(f Beechey ^land and Feel's Sonnd. 

We are as yet in possesnon of the mere fact of onr 
mhappy oountiTmen having met their ^id from the- 
cffMsU of funine — the same- myBteiy which baa hitherto 
caraoraled them andaQ tjiepraoeedin^of that im&irtuiiat» 
^^ediidon is banging over it eti]]. Did they ever pena- 
taute as fi» as the Axetic ice at Mka bend of the WeDing- 
tea Chumel, fhnn whenoe Sir Edwwd Beloher hoe just 
letumedP How long did tiieystayat Bcechejy Island P 
HVhen did they abandon IJieir ^psP All this is ^et 
musertain, and are yet severaUy point^ for tiie apecolataoa 
oE opinion, although they might fdi berevealcd oy papera 
and notes, which would in Si. probability be found at the 
flaene of tiieir last suffciiiigs. But in tlie absenoe of audi 
itioB, Bod fax which wa most long wait,.i£ arep wa. 



■do get it, iiuire is some oMiciirreut testimony whidi mnit 
not be Blighted, a portion of wUoh Ideduoe firom tlie 
parliamentary papers (Aictio Blue Books) and from & 

' Eec«iit ntimber of the Nautical MagaaaM. 

It is strange how near relief must have been in Tariona 
Qouters to the imfortonate sufTerers at different times. 
ia the spring and summee of 1S47, Dr. Hae and a party of 
five were mrrejinK the coast front Lord Mayor's Bay in 

, the Gulf of Boothia round Cominittee Bay (see ante, paga 
137-39.) In 1848 Sir James Boss wintered at Port L^ 
pold, Bfid trsY^ned on foot the northern and western 
chores of Ilforth Somraset. In 1860, Captain Ajistdn'a 
expedition waa wintering at Giiffith and CtonwalliH Tal ft nd ii ; 
&nd parties ex^red Austin. Island and tiia coasts about 
Cape Walker. Captan Forsyth, in the Prince Mbert, 
leached to Fniy Point in AnKvet, I860, but wm luutbl* 
to land or to pen«tzate to the nead of £egeat Inlet; itom 
the obatmctions of the iea. 

Whethar in thaicahipa-OE in boata, Franklin's party are 
suppowd, for oMd^reaeonii, to have pawed Btmtjiward <n 
the weaten side c^Nmth. Somerset. Bat whsnf As Sir 
James Bow' troTdled down the west shore of Sorth 
Somerset tatd retnmed northward in Jone, 1849. the putj 
UBst hare pasaed. beyond his horizon to thewe^n«rdai 
that time, or down the same coast. a» he did, before, a» 
after he wee there. Dr. Bae'a staten^nt inohnwi one to 
thebeiief that it most hare been after, aa "four seaaoiw 
ago" would bring the event to tlie apring of 1850. Then 
is another point of intereetingooinciaence^M) in the rqwrt 
laroiwht borne in October, 1849, I™ Captain Parker, oS 
the li'velovo, eiren at page 70 of l^e " Pa^ era and C(s- 
respondence r^otire to the Arctic Expedition under Siv 
John Franklin," (No. 107, Session 1850.) 

Some S^qnimanx had oommunicated to the whalers in 
Pond's Bay the fact that two ships had been froaen np for 
four seasons on the west side of Begent's Inlet, and tlu^ 
tvowere on the east side, which had been one. season ia. 
the ice. The rude sketch made by the Esquimaux showed 
two ships with their topmasts down, and two with them 
up, corresponding to the ships of Franklin and Boaa. 
Tnere were one or two points in which there was eyideotis 
some misconception, such as the communicatio* between 
them that had been represented, but which certainly 
had not taken place. The report, howerer, goes far to show 
tiiat the ships of Franklin were on one side of NortU 
Somerset and those of Sir James Boss on the other ; thm 
"bnt.h the EsQnimtuix Momntaixiiiicide in stating FrankUn'c 
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■hipB or party to be on the weetem Bide of North Somer- 
Bet, one in 1848, and tlie other in 1860. Wliat became of 
them between the summer of 1816, when we know tbey 
were at Beechey Island, and Angost, 1850, when we know 
thej had left it, is still b mysteiy. 

In the absence of any full or detuLed information, it naj 
be well to collect and ooimect the scattered links of infor- 
mation which may appear to throw any farther light on 
the fate of the ahipB and explorers. It should be remem- 
bered that in AiurTiHt, 1860, three mate £gqnimani conunii' 
nicated at Cape York, on the eastern coast of Baffin's Bay, 
wili. thepeopleof H.M.S.infrayirfiand boats' crews of the 
Frince AUiert and Sir John Boss's vacht Felix. The par- 
port of their statement was to the following effect : — 

" That in the winter of 1846, when the snow was ialling, 
two ships were broken by tike iee, a good way off, in t& 
direction of Cape Dudley Diggs, and ^enraidiB borned bj 
a fierce and numeronB tribe of natirea. 

" They asserted that the ships were not whalers — and 
tiut epaulettes were worn by some of the white men. 

"That apart of the crews were drowned; that the re- 
munder were some time in huts, or tents, apart from the 
natives ; that they had grnis, but no balls ; were in a weak 
and exhausted condition, and were subsequently killed by 
Hha natives with darts or arrows." 

' At the time, this statement was considered highly im- 
probable; but the subsequent accounts received now add 
colour to the truth of part, at least, of this report. In 
the evidence taken before the Arctic Committee, this matter 
was inquired into, and it appeared that Adam Beck, in k 
conversation he had with !^:a8mns York, another Esqui- 
maux, stated that — " In 1846, two ships, with three masts, 
went from our land to Omanak; they arrived safely, but 
the men are dead. Two ships were encompassed by tha 
ice; otherwise they could not do. Their jiroviiions were 
DOnsumed. The men went to them ; it is said they ar9 
dead." Beck stated he heard this from the natives at 
Cape York. 

ia the year 1846 (it is added), when the ice beean to 
bre^, they set sail, and went to Omanak, and stayed there 
during the winter, because they could not proceed on 
account of the ice. 

Dr. Kae, in his previous snrvwr of the Arctic shores, 
picked up, on the 20th August, 1861, a piece of pine wood, 
which excited much interest. In appearance it resembled 
tiie butt end of a flag.etaff, and was five feet nine inches in- 
kugth. It had a curious mark, appatentlystBiupediqKinit^ 
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copper tacks, boUt of wnich had the OoTenunent mark of 
tiie " broad turow" upon tbem. About a mile fdrtlier on, a 
piece of wood, which proved to be oak, was discovered oq 
the water, but tonehing upon the beach. It was about three 
feet ei^ht inchea long, and Dr. Bae mppoRed it to be a 
stanchion. Dr. Bae awumed frtmi the eireumatance of the 
flood tide coming from the north, along the east ahore of 
Victoria Island, that there was a water channel dividing 
that island from Korth Someraet, and this was aubse- 
qnently proved bj more recent en>lorers to be the case. 
Through Ommaimey Inlet, or Feel Sound, as it has since 
been named, therefore these pieces of drift wood must hare 

Private letters reeaved &om Captain Collinson state that 
when his ship, the Enterpnae, was in Cambridge Bay, a 
portaon of a companion door, with the Queen's arms 
stamped upon it, was picked up, which, it is snpposedf 
belonged to the Erehu or Terror. 

In 1862, Mr. Eennedj disoomed a pasiege throng 
Brentford Bay into YiotCTia Strait ; crowed it, and trav^ 
led over Prince of Wales Land to the bight of Om- 
manney Bay, in 100 degrees west. Thence he prooeeded 
tip to Cape Walker, and returned to his ship in Batty 
&y, Eegent Inlet, via Port Leopold, without finding 
wiy traces of t^ missing expedition, although he must 
have crossed the probable route of the retreating party to 
the continent. Me then observed, in a letter to Captain 
Psllen of the N<irth Star, dated Beechey Island, 20tk 
Angnat, 1852: — "There is a strong probability that Sir 
John Franklin may hare been carried throosh one of thoie 
channels that may be sappoaed to exist oetween Om- 
jnanney Inlet and Victoria Strait," The first joumeymads 
by Mr. Elennedy and Lieut. Bellot, with their party, wa> 
jn mid winter, when, in the absence of the son, they had 
to travel by moonlight, and sleep in snow bouseii. In 
March (1853) Mr. Elennedy and his party spent six houa 
in the examination of Fury Beach, and me store of pro> 
visions, &c., leit there by Lient. Sobinson, of Sir James 
Soss's expedition in 1849, and he satisfied himself that no 
boman footsteps had been there since. 

Sir John Franklin, having abandoned his ships some- 
where to the south-east or south-west of Cape Walker, 
when his provisions were nearly exhausted probably 
made for the Isthmus of Boothia, in which animal 
life was known, in some seasons, to abound; but their 
■b«ngth and BUpplies then became exhwisted, and their 



T A^ m amti Toy finnint. Two jfanetm atteebed 1* 
dition, l&.filsnkey, the ie»-iiUkstHr-of tiie Shrror, 
: M'Sonald, the uiiataiii-SHr^reoB of die ma» 
.<n«, >rai«wallM!aDBiiitedintkthe<ialf of BootUo, thft 
fenoer faming been iWe wilii Sir JfduL Bow ill tke PioSny, 
md die latter lunof; made serflral ToyagM in whalii^ 
v«n^, ukd beme^aoqnMiited wUt the parte l^g betfreoi 
Bagentlnktrad Bnia'a Stnita. For vaaoaMmt «f HkO 
MMOMM of Weatihh, nad the asighlKnxhoad of £egeal; 
Inlet, &o., audits <MpabUitiMii>FBnrtuam|tli&, Ln^rmcr 
topi«TioaBraiiuiteat|iB^fil3S«iidi&B,BodS4I. Tkeplan 
forreadiingsBdBMtrtdiing SirJ^aesBoH'B end Siiqpaoii'ft 
StoaitB from &e «(nitii is mloD paiBtad-ontatfaffe ISl. 

In a letter from Sir Jamea C. Eoes, in 1851, lie state 
' ' noflSI6wu&emdatMweKdutIiM beoi 

ny; 
HAei latiti^ i 
■HWiaf' Baffia's Bw, wbi(ili.b(^ wai coD^tlate^ choked witb 
hwTTice. Sir John FrMiUiii^MEiMdibon had jaadebtit* 
Maalladwtee to t^e iwaliiaf d domg 1^ More ttraaxMs 
iM Mu rfl8<6; —dit mntf :hBTC )Mea>a loaiaa of ^mo 
AnppatntBMnt io thMu to Jtave vintved «o iiur shiut ^ 
ifaair n^eolatiaaB. 'Taki^ into ooamderaMtM &a ■tibi^ 
Meter ec the' following Beaana, it MMn by no meana int- 
probable that tfieahjrware not rMwiwdfiorathMrwintar 



. avail as that. -aorowlteWalliagtcaChaQiid, 
^obabh not baeaking up at «U that acaaon, aa thqr 
HaaM% did not either in aMSor 18M. 

It was not therefore till -the -daae of 1.M6, or -eul; ia 
KI7, AatilR Ai^ were lihented. ViekMr they m^ 
hsK got embamd m lome of the atiaiia and inWt iHinuic 
Aom Mrirille Sound aenthwaid to the CoiitiiMnt,iiL iriiuh 
&e Enterprise and Jneariwoto' have diifted ahont Jiopa- 
kasly with thn onrrents. Sut wheie Qtej left timx alupa 
it it imponible, in the abaence of any dataib, ts eoqaa- 
tare. It appean to hare been about three yean longar 
-before they reached the continent; and the party ware 
widently eadsavouring to make their way by the Great 
riah Eiver to Fort Chnrchili, on Hudson's Bay. 

A singnlar featnre in the oase ia, that while Dr. Sae haa 
■isited ao many quartera of the Anwiican eoaate within the 
hat five years — Bepnlae Bay, Committee Bay,Hndtheahc»ea 
of WoUaatoii Island — and while ao many eearohing expedi- 
tiona along the continent, aad ao many alupa should have 
been wmtering in the befa and inleta ^ we Azctio ntiaa. 



with the knowiedM of how widely that littoral people, tlia 
^Aqoinnu^ tr&Tejf DOprerums bdingH of any otFruikliiL*tf 
sartioB pT»""l'l bftTe bMoow kuowiL. 

In 1846, Dr. ^chardson, in his searching joomer be- 
tween the Go^mnaine and Matikencie nvon, met large 
jMtrtieB of Eaqimnatix on the ooaat, 800 «t Point SDooonter, 
«iid leuer nnmbeiB at most of Ihf hfnillanfflii on the locft- 
tmt for whale«. 

In mildug for the Great FmL Sdro; the xetoeating 
nartf were evident^ deuioas of off'oiduig the scene of 
^branUiii'B former frightful auffexiugs in aMending the 
Coppermine Biver. 

J)oBbtB -were long csjaiMaod •> to the troth of the 
-raaaeU ascn XBpoa. an ioeliarg ; bat it amiiiMi now very pos- 
anUe fhitfthwinmajhaTfihiirin I^anldin's abandoned ahi|«, 

Ux. A. Q. FindUf , in ajwper read »t the bat meetingaf 
rfiie Bntiih AHoeiatian at unojiool, " On Aiotie Correnla," 
o^ieaaed hia belief in the trothof theatory of tiie tiH> 
three masted veBBels aaanflootiiigon.lheniwat the Nortii 
.adge t^ Newfbuudlttad, on the 26th of April, 1851, hy tha 
-^mKivatioa. Oneof theieahipiwaarqireamtedtobeaboKt 
.fiOO tons, the other 350 tana, and both had their tqp- 
masti struck and yard^ -down, «od all mnde snug, and 
lo aU appearance Jbjkd passed the winter together. It 
liad been urged that Sir John I^anklin would luit 
^ahandonhissh^; thatthejconldnotfioatuBiiiterjniptedfy 
mch a diatanoe ; that they wodd hAT« be«B aean by the 
aealera on liie Labrador ooaat; that liia aoooont in ^e 
lag di£wred materially from the Teibal atatwnewt ; that 
they were not real ships, <bo. ; while othem aat domi 
tbettory as a pare invention. Well, they hod io combat 
iheae statementa, and agaioit them were the consiBteBt 
Statements of ihe whole orew as well oa of Uc. 8 
the paasengca!. 

As to the poaaibili^ of the two ihlps Saaiiog u 
i£atance in company with each oth^, there aerar 
slightest doubt of the southern ast out of Baffin's 2 
Davis's Struts, and the guontitj of ice moving ii 
ereat. It was the prevailiiig opinion of Azotie r 
that Sir John "F mhItI in went op the Wellington ( 
in the early spring of 1846. oii^iosinK that he 
and found open water, and could proceed for fire h 
n^es, and then became imbedded in the pack, tl 
would drift back to the Wellington Channel 
the north coast of Greenland, or he might have 
■eoond season; or, perhaps, he became imbeddi 
fc^ng impatient of being bo detained for thiee < 
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yeuB, had deserted the ships, m in the eaie of ih« 
Investiaator, whict vessel, it might be inferred, would 
lafel; diilt out is the course of tune without any honuui 

The depositions of Mr. Coward 0»e captain, Mr. W. 
Simpson, the mate of the Senovation, and Mr, Joseph 
Lynch, passenger, were reiy strong, and additional 
confirmatory evidence was obtained from the mate of K 
Mecklenbmv brig the Doctor Kneits, who, on hia arrival 
at New York in May, 1851, stated that lie had met with % 
great deal of ice on the hmiks, and that he had also Been 
two vessets abandoned and water-logged. 

The possibility of ships so drifting is proved by the case 
of Sir James Boss's shio9, which were carried bodily with 
the ice at the rate of eight miles a day through Lancaster 
Bound ; Captain Back's ship, which was drifted off South- 
ampton Island in 1837, and lately the case of the Grrinnell 
ships, which were carried right out of Lancaster Sound into 
Davis's Btxaits seated on an iceberg. 

I have already alluded, at page 1S4, to the diffieully 
Sir John Bom's party found in travelling over ice after 
abandoning their ships, although by proper arrangements 
Bad sab-division of labour, with ugnt sledges, uie task 
has anbseqnentlybeen rendered easy to strong and healthy 
men. Accidents among ice are seldom so sudden but that 
boats, clothes, and provisions can be saved. I may refer 
the reader back for the opinions of the leading Arctie 
vi^Bgera, to former pages, to Captain Beechey's remai^, 
pages 156 and 190, and Dr. Bichardson's, page 157. Dr. 
King stated long ago that it was about Yietoria or Wol- 
laston's Land we might expect to find the ezpeditioa 
wrecked, whence they would malce in their boata for tho 
«est«m land of North Somerset, if that land ^onld not bo 
too far distant (ante, pp. 160 and 161). Again, at p. 167, 
be points out particmarlv the Great Fish Biver as the 
BOnrce for relid'. SirE. Parry, p. 163, also thought it pro- 
tiablethattheywould fall back on the westcoastof Nortit 
Somerset. Sir James Boss, however, doubte this, and at 
page 164 thinks it is in lat. 73 W. and lone. 105 W. that 
we may expect to find Franklin'* ships snut uo. The 
remarks of Sir George Back, at p. 171, and or Captain 
Beechey, p. 173, may be referred to, who are of opinion 
that many afflicted with scurvy would cling to their ships. 

The most important news last received is the arrival at 
Port Clarence on the 21st of August, of Captain Collinson, 
in the Enterprise, from hia long eipedition in the Arctio 
MM in the search of Sir John franklin. It will be recot- 
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lect«d that this Tetsel uiled&omEn^andmtlLe same aea- 
Bon Bod at about the same time an the Jruietfigaior (Captain 
M'Clure), which arrived on the Atl&ntio side of tlie conti- 
nent a year ainoe, hsTinr determined the North-Weat 
riage. No news having Deen received of the Enterpritt 
several yeue, ahaort as much anxiety was felt for her 
safety and that of her offioen and orew, aa for the expedition 
■he was sent in search of; so much bo as to induce the 
Government to station for her relief and assistance the 
SattUtndke, at Fort Clarence, and the Plover, at Point 
Barrow, dnrins the winter of 1853, and they weM both 
aRanging for their succeeding winter quarters at the time 
the .^<0rpm0 returned; at the termination of which season 
Ae Ooveroment had given ordera te abandon the aearcli 
fiurthem. 

The Snierpriu weot into the Arctic Sea in the summec 
of 1861, and paaaed through Prince of Walea Strait, btit 
findim; the ice impracticable for her advance, ahe wintered 
thewmterofl851-2inUtitude71° 36' H".; longitude 71" 



86' W. After making every exertion to obtain the objeot 
■' ■ yr a( 1 ' ■ 

Still proceedingon her voyage, the winter oflS63'4 found 



oi her voyage, the winter of 1862^ was passed ii 
bridge Bay, Wollaaton Land, lat. 89° H., long. 105° SC W. 



her in Camden^ay, 70° 8^ N., 146° Sff. 

The ioe released Uke vessel July 16th, 1S64, when ahft 
conunenced her return passage, but she did not leaoh Point 
BarroTT until Angtut 9th, having experienced baffling 
southerly winds and calms. Immediately on her arrivd 
«t Port Clarence, on the 2l8t of August, finding that the 
Plover had left for Point Barrow a few days previoua, for 
the purpose of assisting and relieving the £nterpri»e, as 
«oon OS sujipliea ooold be pot on board from the Saitla- 
tnake; at three p.m. on the 22nd the MaterprxM started 
to overtaJre the Plttoer, and communicate with and recol 
Ler ; which duty performed, she would immediately pro- 
-oeed to Hong'kong and the Plover would repair to Yupo- 
Toiso, where the latter would meet the Saltleniak«. 

During the three years the lEnter^Tim has been in the 
frozen sea, ahe hoe loat but three men — May 15th, 1863, 
'William Driver, ship's cook ; fiorember 21th, 1852, 
William Greenaway, able seaman ; June 2dth, 1354, 
'William Cheeaenum, private marine. The commander, 
officers, and crew, fifty-nine in number, were in excellent 
health. The Enterprite found traces of the Invettigator't 
passage in many places, and went within ninety mUes of her 
winter harbour, but not being able to proceed farther on 
account of the ice, sailed np to Woliaston Strait, and there 
fell in with traces of If r. Sae's searches. 



Til rt [ii7ii(|.iinnfi? tinrilTind iwTtinmictrri rliMniiiiiliiJ 

over the ioe, one f^ whick leodiecl Uehrflle JbW&, afto 
gMtttliud^p. ThsiuttiT« nMt-wHk danng ihevoygige 
we <^ a peaoeable and kiad di^oaitioii.TMdj' at all tmiM 
to be of Biaurtuioe in 019 manDer in theii power. 

FrobaUf nomcxeintecMliBgiicnn, uve infomwlitn of 
Kr John Ei»nklm, conM hare been gncM to the world, 
thai tbe Bmfety of ihii ehip. BmbiAed <m im ^maad of 
mercy, which drew the uttortien of ahnostxvBi; oiviliaed 
b^ne towsrde them, it w*a foeadthiphad na£&e sop- 
poeeaMe ofdioeeth^ hndprooeededtosftre. Theaean 
itf -Hinr-extTintioD wu evetywhen leeaived with jm. 

It IB gn(^yingto&kd4ihatintiieooime«f JterggnDitroged 
tdiMDce, ihe fnfcrpfw iim laet ao £9W umdj bnt, a 
troth, OHScnpatdon and ezpomire in theee northern ^ynrg 
Imve not bean Ibimd p^ufcid to dite ^eel&<cf .saamen, 
CKBepting, of «oarsB, m Hie mm of an omnKhehBmf^ <»• 
liiiiiilNi. iiiiiili Milhiil wliiiili iiiiiihiiillfl hiifil lliii Ti iifnH ^Hul 

Itwenldheidle'toinalitntaa eanmrieon iMtweaa fla 
Teenlta of^he-effortsnadet^ Captain OollinBonand-Ct^itaB 

Jff'GhueTeepectiyely m these inhoBpitalxle r^ivas. "We 
■wmild eiinp^ Tnention, as an aot of jniitaoe to GaB4ain<C<d- 
linsoD, and lest it sliould be suppoaed that he had deuated 
nvem^m'elf ifrom hie labcvioitfl and perilous task, that as 
Mr as 1^ Knrth-Weat faaaage is oonoemed, ihe .EnUr- 
pr**e acoa&ipUted aa mucdi ae the iRBeetigaior. Captain 
CSollinBon reached the nortii-weBtem end of friuce «f 
Wales Sttait a little lator than Captain MCthtre, -wW 
o donbt, olsm priacits' at this point. Botii 11 



mkapf^A by an impenetrd^ oarnap 01 lica. There is ■» 
Mbrtantial difference between the Tesnlt lAttaiutd at tiik 
wrist sad the diaoomry made of Hercy Baf. whew ^Qm 
^i^wrii^ator leering ucmmed'^amidat'tiie ioe. Thedifi- 
«nhy, we preamne, crt reaobing Melville Mand ie ncA at ol 

greater jrom Point iRaiaell than from Cu>e HamiltoK. 
aptain CoUinBOn, moieover, has saved hia abip. lb 



f-ata, withoat leddng to raiae or depieas one at tha costof 
e other. 

Happily erei^ hnman being employed on the searching 
leditions dnnng the last few yean hat now been with- 
iwn firom these Arctic eolitudes, end their exertiona bate 
ta most peraevoring and honourable, individually and 
itionally. Our work amid tie ioe is now limited to any 
iiitore private investigations which may serve to throw light 
upon the manner in which Pranklia and hia fidenda fame 



by thMT end. We are no longer oonoenisd for tte iiving, 

but reqnire iiiller tidings of me dead. 

A letter from one i^ the American offioen flms con- 
.dndes : — " If Sic John FrauHin is gone to Juaven, poor 
^BMO, wlir then, m in Sir Humphrey Gilbert's case, per- 
impe lenriTig after him will be our liuattrnt way of gstong 

1%e coHt of ibe Tsriotn OovemniBnt Atdie expeditimw 
jQi to the time of the out&t of Bit John. Frauklin'a veBsels, 
Amounted to £336,317. The ontlav ainoe incurred for the 
^FiriDnB •euchiof; a^edittooi by Wd and ua has been 
-ibont £000,000. 



Since the foregoing detail* wen pabUslwd asvord ynra 
ago, some farther most interesting and important parti- 
oolaiB have been reoeiyed. Fire years after the pnblio*- 
titmof Dr.Bae.'BT^ort, oonfinBafau; evideBiae raaebed ns- 
lobtainad dtnotly on tJw apot. 

So many fraiuesa efforts had been made in the aesrcb 
tffb&t tile missing e^editdon that the pnblic mind bad 
■Ti^r""ft BITOU way to ^^lair. But there was still one who 
ii^ad aoatnat hope, and tiie aorew yatd^ ^aa, under tie 
•Mtnnaua of Ospt. H'Clintoi^, was vent oat in the aprine 
vflS67at-&eeipmaeof Lady Fnmkiin. On the Slat cu 
£mtembet, 3869, &e Hix arrived again in the Channel, 
And Cult. 3£'CIintoclt r^ortod ^^^ rfttnm fa \ ^^f* xHtajTal^ 
Jn the denatob given below. 

Capt. U'Glintook haa-tiiui added aaotber phmw to bs 
frerious Arctic laorelB. 

TaSanx.S.T.B. 

Bit, — I beg joa will infbrm Uu Lotit OommisakHitn of tbe Adari- 
iMf Of Oh laft nMn ta tUa caanbr af ^^*^ Fn^Hn^ FIimI 
fiaDddae; &ip«illtlon, whHb I b>*e had tha bonoor to eoadnst. 

Their LordAtpa will niM« to hear tbat our eailtHTain to uecr- 
Uin tbe faie of Uie " FrauUln Expedttion" ban mM wtfli oomplcte 

At Pohtt "VleMj, Bpan Ob ITnrth-'Wot oout of mag VUUnn 
Idand, a noaci hu bsea ftond, dutsd Um SStli of April, 1S18, infl 
signed b; CipUlai CicizhT and pimania. Bj it we wen bKbrauS 
Ibat H.U.8. Srrbut and 'Perrar were abudoDed on the SDnd of April, 
1M», In the lee, Sts leagns to tbe S.S.W., and that the nirvlTara — 
In all azDoontlng to IDC emili, under the eommand oT Cipt. Cmiier — 
irere pnKeedliig tfl the Great FuhSlrei. Sir John PlanUln had died. 
on IhellUi of June, 1B4T. 

Many deeply IntereitlnK lellei of our loit suBiilijIuen baye bean 
picked up upon the wotem abore of King WUUnn Islud. and nthera 
obtained ftom the Eequhnanx, by whom we were faiGmned that rati- 



'268 VBoesisa or abotio 

lee. lad the «a» tbrecd « >hoi«, «liece ttte hu na tSaee bcc*:. 
snhrdlni than ko tlniDM tuuihaoMlble mine of woUh. 

lo pcBctnte brrond BcUot Stnlt. ths Far winttnd 



Flth BiTW and tlu 

luTc snlMd the el 

the North and W<rt of a . 

Ikuc, ^mpion, aikd Eu to tba South — hu been perttemad b; slcdgB 

JoanMri tliti ipdDS, coadncted hr lilaHenut BoImoii, BJI., OpUto 

Allen Touv, ud mjielt. 

At B HBnswbU detiUed report of our (nMcedliigt will dosMIcH ba 
IntenMiDg to their Lordahlp^ It 1* herevlth encIoKd, toKether with • 
ohirt of our dlicoreilei and exploimtloiu. ud at the «u1ieat opporta- 
nitj 1 will preteDt mrwlf at tlie Admiral^ to altbrd fDrther iafiima- 
tion, and lar betxa thcdi LordiUpi the record fimd at Fwt Tietocr- 



tn lat SIt° H^ OD tlie »th of April, ISIB, alter a wlatci^ ice diUt tt 
11S4 geographieal mllea. 

The small eettleoient of HoUtdnbors wai reached m Hie IBth, aal 
■nch TOT icuitj Hippliea obtalMd aa the place aliKded, 

On the Mb of 11^ oar TOfage wa* reooomeBeed ; Godbaren Bad 
VpeniTik Tldted, KolTiUe Bar cntend eailr in Jao*. and etwaed to 
Cape To^ bf Ika inh i tun Hna naUrea were comnmnicatad wllh: 
ib^ inmedtatdr reoOKBlied Hr. Feltraen, om interi«rtcii fbrmc^ 
known to ihon In the OrlaneU expedition ander Dr. Kine. In replj 
to onr inqnliia bi tbe Eeqidnuua dog-dri*er " Ham," left beUoil 
ftoBtha^dnnoelnlue.th^ t^dnathat be waa reiidlng at WbA 
floaud. Had he bem tha« I wogid nMMt gladlr bava embarked bi>, 
.aa taia loDglai to Nton to Sootb Greenland euUnBea unatiated. 

On the ItUiof JnljrcomonmiOBtidwiththeCi^ WuTendernatiTeK 
near Cape Horibmih i ther bad not aeen an; abipa nnce tlM Tislt 
a<tlu J'toelz In lUl, nor bare any wrecki erer drifted opco tbefr 

It wai not ontil tbe ilth of Jolf that we reached Fond Inlet, 
owing to a meet imiuDal prerelenee of Ice In the northem portion of 
Baffin^ Bay, and which rendered oar progreea lince leaving ilolst<i1l- 
borg one of inereaiing ntnigglB. Witboat (team power we ooold hare 
done notUng. Here onljr one old wi»aaa and a boj were fimnd, 
hu ther lened to pilot n* np the Inlet for twentf-dTe mllea. when 
Te arrired at their Tillage. For about a week we wore in conataat 
vid moat IntereatlDg conunntiication witb theae friendlf people. 

'-tfly, the Inlbrmalloa obtained trom them waa, that nothing what- 
reepectlng the FranlcUn expedition had eoiDe to their knowledge, 
isd anr wreck* within tiM last twenty or thirty years reached 

le rcmsina of three wrecked abip* are Icnown to them i two of 

s appear to bate been the wh^en Dedaiiy and Aurora, wreeted 

ADgut, ISil, some serentf or dghty miUa soothward of Pond 

-Uet. The tliird Teasel, now almost buiied in the sand, lies a f^ 

.mUei £ut of Cape Hay. TUi people nmimankate orotand eritf 
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winter with ths tribes mt iBioolIk; thej til knew of Patty'i ufalps 
hating wintered tbere In |gas-g, and hsd beard of late fean of Dr. 
Bae'i iJBlt to Repalae Bay. dewribing hla boats as dmiEar to onr vbale 
boat, anil hii party M Uvlng in tents, wltbln mov-houees, nooklnK 
Iripea. shooting rtindeer, fto. Kone died. The; remained tbere only 

Ko nunoDr of the lost expedltian bu readied them. Wltblii Voai 
Inlet the naUvea told at tbe lee deoaya away every year, but ao Iook 
ma any remains whaJea abonad. Several large whalea were aeen by 
lu, and we found among tbe naUree a considerable quantity of nbale- 
bone and many narwhals' bonu. which they were anxlone to barter 
for knirea. fllei, aawa, rlOes, and wool ; tliey drew ni aome mde sbarta 
of tbe Inlet, ahowingtbat It expaodB Into aneitenalTe obauiellODlciDg 
weatward Into Prinoe Begent Inlet- 

We eoald not bat regret that none of onr wbiling IHcDda — tVom 
whom we bad recently receiTed so much Undneaa — were bete to profit 
by so fkTonrabla aD opportimlty. LeavlDg Pond Inlet on the Sth oT 
Angan. we reached Beeehy Idand ou the Iltb, and landed a band- 
some maible tablet, MUt cm hoard ibr tbla pnrpoae by Lady Franklin, 
beaiini an approprlata InMtiptloii to the memory of onr lost eoanlry- 
men in tbe Ertiai and Terror, 

Tbe proTlalons and atorea aeemed In perfMt order, birt a nnidl boat 
waa muBh damaged (torn hatiog been turned oyer and rolled along 
the beach by ■ alorm. The roof of the house received lome neoeaiiry 
Tcpalra. Haying embarked aoma eoala and atores we stood In need 
at, and touobed at <hpa Hotham on tbe 1 Stb. we Bailed down Peel 
Strait fi>r twenty-Hre mile* on tbe llth, but flnding the remainder of 

Bellot Btralt on the IRCb of August, examined into auppUes remain- 
ing at Port LeopDhl, and left there a wbale boat which we brought 
away from Cape Botban fbr the porpoBe. so as to aid n> In our 
retreat abauM we be obliged eientaally to abandon the Fox, The 
stcamlaDncbbadbMiiltiTcedblgberiipon tbe beacb, and aomewbat 
damaged by tbe Ice. Prince Begait Inlet was unnsnally it«e ftvm Ice,, 
bni rery little waa aeen during our run down to Brentford Bay, which 
we reaohed ou the lOth of Angnst. Bellot Strait, wbicb commuDl- 
caMt wllb tbe western eea, ayeragea tme mile in width by seventeen 
or eighteen mllee In Icngtb, At this tima It was filled with drift ice. 
v_. ._.: '-anced became perfectly clear ; Its shorea are in 



many places (kced with 

hills ri«- ' ■ . 

knots at the springs. 
Bellot atralt T '-" ~ 

the movements of the 



1 lofty granite Dlll&i and some of the adjacent 
. tbe tides arc very strong, ruAnlDg six or seven 
On tbe <tth of September wo passed through 
It Strait wllbout obstracUon, and secured the ship to fixed Ice- 
h, when I deemed 
instantly watched 
: Ice In tbe western sea or cbaunel. In mld- 
ohannei it was biuken up and drifting about ; gradually the propor- 
tion of water increased, until at length tbe Ice which intervened was 
reduced l« three or four milea In width. Bnt this was armly held fast 
by numerous lileu, and withstood the vloleoce of the antumn gales. 
It was tantalizing beyond description thus to watch fW>m day to day 
tbe ttoe water wblch we oonid not reach, and whlcb washed tbe rockv 
■bore a lev miles la tbe southward of us ! 

During tbe autumn attempts wen made to carry Out depola of ' 
Tltlao* toirards the magnetlo pole, but these almoirt entirely fhite- 

csMcquiwa Of tbe dianipttaa of tb« bw to tli« MotlnnnL U 



^0 FBoasies (w .utoiio dibdotbby. 

Hobaon rtttmad with tb* iMge partiaa is I9oTenb«r, uOa mOBh 
flBflbring fW»m asvecB nflBlhflr, and iumiiufil peril cm oat oooAriott, 
when tbe lc< upon wbleb Ibejr were eBumptd bsoaiaa detai^ad inoa 
tbs ■hon, BBd driAad off to leewud with thfm 

Qai winleriug pealtion inu. M tbs But aubBose to Bellot BtnU, 
to m rang hariKnu, which I hsve nuned rort Kennedy, after ay pre. 
dcEUHc la then w^en, thB wmraiw of one otl-ady t'nDkUa'a 
ibcmer nurfhing expediticu. Although vegculioB «■* tolcnUy: 
■Landut, Ukd OUT two Eiqalr .-—.-- ~-- 



corapUl«d during the winter for csrrjing oM ode inteailed plaa at. 
■MTDh. I. felt it to be 1B7 duty pwHaolly to Ti)U Uuahal Maod, 
otiag ptDposed M MBiplele the einaiit. of King T'llf^ 





Eailf ^nias lannwri were ootoKemMd ca the nthol F ^ 

lSU,b]rCa«ttui XOB^^.udmfHlf.Ciptui YoBus >»nTlag,hla4vMi 
unw toFHno*orWalMLuid,wtiiIeIwertiiHthwiird,ta ' ' 



idhyMr.P 
n. qntrtmiuter. WehadwiUkni 
On the IWfa of FOmaij, whei uh Cspa Yietoiia. wi 

j,-j — . ^ 1. J--- ■- .- -. - - - . - 

bj abautfoctT-in la 

fee fOBr d>7B nn 
nuar relioa. ud tb* lafbrmatlou tbM (erenl jtm agit a 
onuhed by tbe ke oS the North ihore of Klsg WilU 
that all her people landed nMy, and went aw^ to tlw QreM Kiah' 
Birer, wbare th^ dbd. Tliia titba wu well ran^licd *ith wood. 
obuioed, tbaj udd. tmm a boat kft t? the white mn oa Oe Okm 

BlTBT. 

We reaohed dot Tetid. (Iter twmiti'-flTeda]^' abeeOMi io goodbeaWl, 

hnt Bemewbat redueed by >b«rp marahlng and tbe luumalljr »w » 
weather tc which we had been exposed. For Aeverald^i alter slwtiBg 

On tbt 'lai of April our long projected tpring Jaimejr* wen eoB* 
mtuced : Lieuteoant Hobeon acoompardcd ne aa far aa C^i« yiMoria, 
each of na had a iladge drawn by feai imea. asd u BsxiUacr iMci 
drawn by six do«[B. Tills waj all the ftircB we could maeiec. 

Before BCluntijig we aav two Eaquinuiuc fataillea Ihrlng oat npos 
the ice in snow hata -. Crom them we li^anied th^ a second eUo had 
been seen off Kii^ William lelaBd, and that abe 
fall of tbe same veir. From this tbiu the* bad 
of wood ai 



obtaiBcd a vait deal . 



„ .-.. Bob»m directioas to aeurtifBrthe wreck, 

follow op any irufa ]uni(ht god vpoa King Willianlalaod. 
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n putf *Bd Hr. PctonaB, I BUtlwd ilaag 
a) Itlaad, oemaionall]' puaiDg deserted 
amiiutbesth at Uv.wbfa of 
I Tillage oODtiiaiiig ■boot tUttr 
It a wlUioat llie lUt^teat upptmamt 
M bad orer Be«B living wblta peojilft 
Hut win BiHt willing to commniiicBte all tbttr koowledge 
ud barter all their giMdl, bat would h*T« stolen ereirthlng had they 
nac been ittf nloeely watalHid. Many mora rellen of our oolmtrymen 
mn obtained ; we onald notcanj away all we might hare pareltased. 
Ther pointed to the inlet we had cmued the dRy befbre. and told oa 
ttiat one daj'g manh np It, and thanoe four di^t oreriand, brsngfat 
them to the wrack. 

t, It whiiAliDm 
aea baring oanied away 

n in trilfgant old nvnan (' 
aha aaid It laH on Ite an of the yw that the etaip waa ftHsad aahara 1 
oaaj* «I Ifea wAUb nuadMpped by tbe way aa ttny want toward* the' 
" ' ~ » t^em in thawintarKillawingi 




dHipkraad. Jodipag ton ttw nmaluaf Ua <k*n, thian 
ymig mniMiBaetnnnlar(]aD*r>aaTMrtt aodUapMttla 
r^&iA the BtqMla>«ttii1 m» ilai.ttiata«ff itoppadaetbi 

Oa reaching Cape HerscheL next dav. we a^wniitfld : 

Caim.oi'naierwfaat lemalnsof it, ntat 

tite central bCobu had bseo remared u if by m 

wiUiht It. My ImpisiBlon at the tlau, and which i snii nHua. le mw 

reoerdi were depeeiled there by the retreating- crein, ud Babaaqnently 

After parUog Itom me at Cape A^ctmia on Oe aath of April Idta- 
tauac BobKn made Sir Ctpe raUx. At a elMrt dietanee weMward: 
of it he found a nry la^a oaim, and eloH to it Ihne nnall teile. 
wilb biankala. old oloUiea. and oUier relica of a shootlDg or a nugnatlB 
Btttlon. BtU altbon^ the aaim via dag under, and a trench dug all 
raouditat » dManaa of t«a fMt, no recoid was diseamred. A piece 
of blank paper folded op waa found in ibe caln^ and two brokfB 
bottles, whicb may, ptrtupi, have attained leooida, lay btaide it, 
among acme BtOBea which bad fallen ftom off the top. The nuut Inte- 
resting of the article! dlunvered here, Incladitig a boaVa ennign. wars 
hrcmght away by Ur. Hobnn. Aiiaat two niilaa flirttav to the %W. 
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■ ■malloalni wu found, bntnelthErrecordi nor relic* obtKlned. About 
thne mile) Kortb of Point Vir:t«7 a Kcond rauU dim wu examined, 
Zhjt onlr a broken plckue ud empt^ unlBter fOnnd- 

On Ihe Stb of Mar, LlentenaCt HobsoD pllcbed hli tent beiide a 
luge oaim upon Point VloU»7. Lying among tome looee nones wblali 
had fallen from tbe top of tbla cairn, vai foond ■ smaU tin case con- 
telning a recmd, the lulMtance of which !■ briefly a> fbllowa : — This 
calm was built by tbe FTaDkUn txpedltloii. upon tbe uiomed bIIb of 
Sir Jama Kou's plllu. which had not been fbnnd. The Srrbat and 
Hermr spent their fiiBt winter at Beechy Itland, after baring aicended 
Wellington Channel lo IM. 77° N., and rtlaniBd by the Wert aide of 
Comwallii Island. On the IStb of September, 1848, they were beiet 
In lal, 10° fi' S., and long. SB" 21' W. Sir J. Franklin died mi tbe 
lltb of June, 1B*T. Ob tbe SSoA of April, isig. the shipt were 
abandoned fln leagues to the N.N.W. of Pc^t Victory, and tha 
■uniiors, lOG in Dnmber, landed here under the command of Captain 
Cmler. Ttals papw was dated April 9*tb, 184B,aikdOD tbelblloiHiig 
daytbeylntMuledtoitanlbrtbeQreitFlihBlTaT. TbeloUIIoHbr 



jaai, A vast qnanU^ at olotUug and itorta of an Mats i»f •trawed 
aboot, as if bece every aitlde was Ibrowa away irhkh ooold posribly be 
dtapensed with : pickaxes, sboTeli, bosti, cooking iileniUs, Ironwork, 
TOpe, blocke, oanvu, a dtp cirale, a Hxtant engraied " Frederic 
Boraby, B.N.."i small medlc1jie-cbBat.oan, Su>. 

A few miles southward, scroai Back Bay. a second record was fimod, 
haling been deposited by Lieutenant Oors and M. dei Toux In Hay, 
1847, It alTotded no addltitmal IntOrmaUon, 

Lieutenant Bobson contlnned his search Dntil within a ttw days' 
inarch of Cape Berschtl. wiUiaat flndbf any tiaoe of the wreck or 
Of natlTca. He left fliU Infbrmatlaa of Ui important dlsoofeties for 
me 1 thereflxe. when retomlng northward by the West shore of King 
WilUam Island, I bad tbe advantage of knowing what had already 
been fbnnd. 

Soon after leaving Cape Henobel the traces of natives beoame less 
numerons and less recent, and after ronndlng the West point of the 
island they ceased altogether. This sliore li extremely low, and almost 
utterly d«tltut4 of vegetation. Numerous banks of shlngla and low 
Islets lie off it, and beyond thwe 'Victoria Blrait Is oorered wlUi bear; 
and impenetrable packed ice. 

When In lat, 8»° »' N,, and long. »i° ai' W., we came to a large 
boat, discovered by Uentenant Hobson a few days previously, as hli 
notice Infbrmed me. It appears that this boat had been Intended Jbr 
the ascent of the Fish Elvei. bnt was abandoned apparently upon a 
return Journey n the ship^ the sledge npon which she wai mounted 
being pointed In that direction. She measured SB feet In length. by 7i 
ftet wide, was most carefully fitted, and made as light as powlble, but 
the sledge was of toUd oak, and almost as heavy as the boat. 

A large quantity of clothing was fbund within her. also twobnmaa 
tkeletons. One of these lay in the after part of tbe boat, under a pile 
Of clothing I tbe other, which was much more disturbed, probably by 
animals, was (bund In the bow. Hve pocket watches, a quantity i^ 
■Uver spoons and ibrka, and a tew rellgloas books were also fbnnd, but 
BO Journals, pocket-books, or even names upon any articles of clothing. 
Tiro dDuUe-barrtllcd gsns stood upright against the boat's side piv- 
MmIjm thsy bad been plaosdeleven yean belbre. One barrel In each 
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VKa loBded and cock»d. There wu unmunition in kbnniluice, klto 
301b, or iOlb.of cbDcolate, someleaund tobacca. Fuel wu not muit- 
lug ( B drlfl tre« la; wilbiu 100 ytaia of the boat. Many very inte- 
reating rellca neie brought •iWi.r by UeutenanC Bobaon. Mkd some linr 
by myadf- 

On Che etb of June I teached Point Victory wttbont baring found 
wnytbiog farther. The elotbing.&i:., was aeain eiBmiaed toi doon- 

aud another boried ten feet true }Iorth of It. 

Kothiug worthy of remark omurred upon my return Journey to th* 
BMp4 which we reached on tlie 10th of Jaaeiflve days after Lieutenant 
Hobnn. 

The Bbore of KInf Williun Iiland between ili North and West 
extreme*, Capea Felix and Crozier.hae not been visited by Eaquimauz 
alnce the abandotiinenC of the .Srcbiu and Terror, aa the oainu and 
artieleii lying strewed about, which are In Chelr eyea of piioeleai valne. 



If the wreek atill remaliu liaible It ii probable tlie Ue> on gome of 
the off-lying ialeta to the louthward between Cape* Croziec and 
Herachel. 

On the !9th of June Captain Yoong and hie party returned, having 
eompleted their portion of the eearch, by which tlie inaularlty of 
Prince of Walea Land waa determined, and the coast line InterTening 
between the extreme points reached by Uentenants Oabome and 
Srowne dlacevered i al*o betneen Bellot Strait and Sir Jame* Boas^ 
flutheat in 1348, at Four River Bay. 

Fearing tbat bla provisions might not last out the regnldte period, 
Captain Young aent back tbur of hia men, and for ibrty days Journeyed 
on through fogs and gales with hut one man and the dogs, building * 
Boow hut each night ; but few men could atand ao long a eoDtlaiuilGe 
of labour and privation, and Ita effect upon Captain Yotmg waa pain- 
fhlly evident. 

JJeutenanC Hcbaon was unable to stand without aaiilstanoe npon bis 
return on board ; he waa not in good health when he commenced hia 
long Journey, and the sudden severe exposure broDgbt on a eerloiu 
attack of eeurvy ; yet tie also moat atily completed hia work ; and such 
facta will more clearly eviniie the unflinching spirit witii which the 
ohlect of our voyage has been punned in these detached duties than 
any praise of mine. 

We were now, at length, all on boaid again. Aa theie were some 
alight eaaes of scurvy, all oar treasured resouices of Barton ale, lemon 

■ '-"■ — e put Into requisition, to that la a 

e restored losoundbealth. 

During our snjoum In Fort Kennedy we were twice called upon to 
Ibllow a BhlpmatF to the grave. Mr. George Broads, engineer, died of 
apoplexy on the <;th of November. Isas i he bad been out deer shoot- 
ing several houn that day, and appeared in excellent health. 

On the ilth of June, 18G9, Thomas Blackwell. ship's steward, 
died of acDTvy ; this man had served in two of the Ibrmet searching 
expeditions. 

homeward voyage on the nth of August, and altboogb the loaa of the 
englne-irlver in 18BI, and of the engineer in 195B left ui with only 
two stokers, yet, with their asaiatanee, I wBa able to conliol the eaglnei 
ud iteam the ship up to Fniy Foiui. 
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For dx (btfi wt lay there clotetjr beset, wbea ■ cbonge oT wimt 
iBDOTing the Ice, our loynge wms contiDaed almost without Airtber 
iBtanuptlon U> OodbitTtn. in Disea, where ws irrlveil on the ilth of 
.AsgnM. uul were reedved with great klndneaa br Mr, OUck, inspector 
of Morth Greenland, and the tocal uitborlUe*, nbo obUgiuglf BappUed 

The too Eaqninuui doK-driren were now dlicharged. and oa the 
lit of September we Bailed for England. 

From alt that cpn be gleaned from the record paper, and the evi>- 
" ~—' ' ' - *- ' ' — -1 articles of clothing andeqidp- 



nrrsT had been deliberately arraDged, and ever? eflbrt everted ^ntmg 
A* third irinMi to render Uw traTtUing eqaipmeula coi^iirte. 

' ' '• apprdwnded that diKaie had greatly reduced the 
I, bx More pethap* than they them* ' 



id ise BilM. 

The moM perfect order aeema to have existed throughout, 
b iVdeT to ozlaBd as maeh ■* poedble tlu poblic utility of this 
«^r*8*- tutX^OMl, neteoiologieal, and otber otaerraUCDB, aubserTieBt 
ta HdmUfla panMat*. and ttw whloh tastnmeBti ww* nndied throacft 
aialibBnli^ofthaXoyal Boaietr, hare b*a> MUtlBBaliy ud cueftaHj- 
lAm, iBd aroT oppotloDlty has basa «nbnaed by tta SugaoK, 
D. Walker, HJ),, Of (brming complate ooUectiOBs la all tlw mloB 




■0 nobly nslalned, and ■ 

VUbka oftUa BithMlMttBiplilbutd ahMfuTobedinBi* to nery 
U nmalMr — twenty-thn* !■ all — would ni ' * 



The end of the great, romantic, melAnclialj atory 
ot Aretie Discorerr has at last arriTed. The crea- 
tiooB of the moat vifid imagmatioii are cast into the- 
shade by the terrible eublimitj- of the simple narra- 
tive in which Captain M'CJiutock haB recorded tha 
hntory of his search after some tangible tracea of the 
&te of Sir John Pranklin's Arctio eirpedition. Wan- 
^ring on, daj after daj", through the trackleBH wastes, 
v£ that Tsat icy wilderneas, where nature lays aside the 
Twdant (^arb which she wears in the temperate aone, and 
dons a raiment of bleak and desolate ateriUW', and battling 
bravely against the obetadea which opposed themselres to 
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the acoomplishnieiit of a Tniaaion, prompted by a noble 
conjugal derotiou whicli has woa for the hcroio lady irho 
now mourns in assured widowhood a place iu the warm 
alfectioDa of every heart, the explorers came at last upon 
a HoiTOwful evidence that the path which they had chosen 
was likely to lead to the elHoidation of the mystery which 
has b^en so long for all Enghshmea an object of moumtul 
■peculation. 

It is now nearly fifteen yeare sinno Sir John Franklin 
and his ctunpanions startea on that ill-starred expedition, 
the hitherto nndiacovered doom of which has filled the 

Enblic mind with such keen anxiety, and racked so many 
earts with a despairing sorrow through which somo 
pleuna of hope still itruggled to the last. The discovery 
by Captain Ommannc^, in 1850, of traces of an encamp- 
ment at Cape Eiley, with graves bearing the names of 
tome of the putv, and dated 1846, gave rise to the con- 
fiction that the snips had passed up Wellington Channel, 
•nd the record found by Captain M'Clintock's party on 
^int Vietoij shows that they did pursue this coarse, and 
then, passing down the western aide of Comwallis Island, 
mOed throDgh Omnunney Inlet to the spot where they 
were ultimately hemmed in bj the ice. Thus far tte 
flMloa* penevarance of onr navigatora has triumphed over 
mppaxtaiiy inBurmonntable obateoles, and enabled ua to 
twow the track of the JEfrebnt and Ihror np to the mo> 
ment of their deatmotion ; and, monmfal as is the intel- 
Itgeno* which they have now brosght to us, affording' 
Mrtain conflrwation of our fears, it iaa yet one consoling 
(dement, which goes far to alleviate our regrets. Few can 
^ve cherished the hope that the gallant Franklin would 
ever be seen among us again ; and all will be gratified to 
learn that hia last momenta were clouded by no extraor- 
dinary perils or privations, bat that the kindly hand of 
death released him from suffering before the commence 
ment of the terrible trials which awaited his companions, 
bnt which their veteran commander was less fitted than 
they were to endure. The brave old man has found a not 
inappropriate grsve in the region which is indissolubly 
connected with his early fame ; for no Arctic navigatOT 
has added more important contnbutions to our store of 
knowledge with regard to the sterile shores and frozen 
inleta of the north, or proseented his researches under dif- 
fieoltief more calculated to appal any but the moat valiant 
heart, than he who now sleeps among the icebergs in an 
mknown, bnt not an imhcmowed grave. 
T 2 
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JUme ibe last raj of light that could have illnminftted 
the recesses of those aorrowful regions, which laodem m- 
veatigation hae discorered to be darJcer and more hopeless 
tian the TJltimB Thole of ignorant antiquitj', has flickered 
and died out. The ashes are borne home to ut : — at last 
the mystery of Franklin's fatois solved. We knovr where 
he died, we Imow the very day of hii death, and that 
the ardent spirit of John "Franklin passed away amid a 
world of ice and snow. And. indeed, it wonld seem that 
the trials of his previons explorations, and the anxieties 
attendant upon the beKinning of his last search for tlie 
Korth-West Passage, had proved too much for his iron 
frame before the calamities and disasters t<xc which Gap- 
tain M'Clintook has prepared ns, came upon the rest of 
tiie expedition. The great navigator died in no sudden 
■hock or great disaster ; he was crashed by no iceberg, 
he did not starve miserably on some wandering ice floe, 
HOT did he drift away in storm and ice haze, which cast a 
veil BO thick around nim that the survivors can only say, 
*' After that we never saw liim more." If o 1 he died sur- 
Tonnded by comrades, and friends, and in the discharge of 
his duty. Ho soldier or sailor can desire or hope a nobler 
&te. The condolences and sympathies of a nation ac' 
eompauying the sorrows of his widow and the grieft of 
bis friends, but it is not altogether out of place for tie 
country to express its satisfaction that the lives of brave 
Reilors were not ueelessly sacriflced in a series of expedi- 
tions which should have borne for their motto, "Hoping 
against hope." So far it is satisfacto^ to know the 
"Final Search " has proved that Sir John Franklin is 
dead. Alas 1 there can be no longer those sad wailinga 
from an imaginary Tintagel to persuade the credolous that 
an Arthur still lives. 

At Point Victory, on the north-west coast of King 
William Island, a record of the proceedings of the Frank- 
lin Expedition was found, dated April aSth, 1848, and 
signed by Captain Crozier and Captain Fitzjames. The 
stor^ it told appears to have been simple and sad enough 
— Sir John Franklin had died nearly ten months before— 
on the 11th of June, 1847. The Expedition seems then 
to have worked on as well as it could, and, as soon as the 
ice permitted, to have proceeded with its mission, bat 
month after month of baUle with frost, and ice, and snow 
passed away — difficulties no doubt were encountered 
which none of as who sit at home can realize, and on one 
fatal day, the 22nd of April, 1848, the I^vbtu and the 
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T&nvr were aban<]oned by their crews, fifteen miles 
K.N.W, of Point Victory. The " Buirivorg," which is a 
t«niithatindicBteB other losses than that of the sreat Beaman 
who led them, to the number of 106, two &j9 after the 
ftbondomnent of the resaelB, reached the ialand, erected a 
oaim, concealed the record, and were then about to pro- 
ceed for the Gnat Fish Birer, under the command o£ 
Cintain Crozier. 

Since that day they haro all ahared the fata of thrat 
chief, dropping down one after another till the Utt nan 
perished. 

For ten years put, all that national solicitude aided and 
inspired by the most sacred domeatio afiet- tion — all that 
the tender human feeling of all nations, and the chival' 
tons riTalry of the Old World and the New, could ftimisli 
of zeal, Bkul, courage, eager daring, and stem endurance, 
to the one great object of seeking out the lost, has been 
prodigally spent ; and as if indeed it were the will of 
Heaven that in all calanutj[ there shonld be a blessing, 
we have seen not only onr kinsmen beyond the Atlantic, 
but Prance and Bouia, lending no sterile nmpathy to 
our great bereavement. Whenever and wherever the 
story of Franklin and his comrades is told, the names of 
Belfot, of Eane, of Orinnell, will be remembered with 
the names of Bae and Bichardson, of Boss, of Maclure, 
and M'Clintock. Dr. Bae heard ttara the Esquimaux 
that the English commander had died of nunger, 
and thirty of Ms men with him. It is too certain that all 
the survivors from the abandoned ships perished of sheer 
atarvation, for there is nothing to show that they suffered 
«aj violence, oi that the term of their sufferings was cut 
short by any human hand. What those sufferings most 
have been, and with what unquailing steadfaatness en- 
dured, no man from those icy regions shall ever tell, for 
all lay wrapt in everlastiuK sleep, secure from barm, long 
months and years before the arm of their country could 
reach them, thoogh again and again it was stretched 
almost within their grasp. Bat it was not to be. Sor 
was their work accomplished when their martyrdom was 
sealed. The example of their lives and deaths is precious 
to £nglaDd,and to all humanity. 

We have said that their work was accomplished. It 
is f« Franklin and his comrades that we owe the dis- 
covery (by Maclure) of the North- West Passage, and it 
is on Franklin's track that other and happier ei^orers 
have marched to the conquest of unpitjing science. The 
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voyage of the gallant little yacht Fox is not unoo? ffae 
least gloriouB epiBodea of a Bad and Bplsndid Btoiy. Wlio 
can focset that it was the wife, now too anrely the widow, 
of Franklin, whose oomnuHsion the noble-hearted Beamait 
bora who was deatiued to bring home the final measagA 
fiom the dead P Not only has '• the feeling of entire de- 
votion to the caUBe which Ladj Franlilin haa so nobly 
snstained, and a firm determination to do all titat mea 
could do," as Captain M'Clintock, with the frank sim- 
plicity and tnithralneBB of a seaman, declares, aupported 
him and hia companions through every difficulty, but it 
baa enabled them, in detached parties, br dodge joumeyB, 
to add to former disooverics " eight hundred mites of 
coast line," and thus, writes Captain M'Chntock, " to unite 
the explorations of the former searching expedi^onsto the 
ITorth and West of our position with those of James Boss, 
Dease, and Bae to the South." Neither fbg, nor gale, 
nor wasting sickness, nor long priTstion, nor severe suffer- 
ing, nor imminent peril, could for a moment daunt or 
weaken the " enthuaiastic spirit " and the " cheerlijl obe- 
dience " of these lost of the Arctic discoverers. 



To the foregoing narrative we must add the foUomng 

ftithfnl copies of the contents of the two papers above- 
mentioned, and the hat of articles brought. home. 

H.H.g. Erebat nml Hipnir 
May,184T. J L.t.V0°ti',Long.B8»sa'TiV. 
HtTiag wintered in lS16-T>st Beeches laUnd io lat. I4°<S'1S" 
S., long. Dl° 30' IB" W., sfter having ascended Wellinnton Chwuel 
to lit. TT". and returned by the Weat side of Coron-nllii Island. 
8ir John Fruiklln aunmudlng the expedition. 
Fart;, conalBtiag of two offlcen and aiz men, left the shipi on 
Uondm; , tfttll Ua;, 18*7. 

Gbahah Oobe, Lt. BDd 
C. F. de TfUK, Matt. 

r and Ertiul vert deserted on tba 
this, having been beset since i:th 
aept. itittt. lae omeen ana crews Doneitting of lOtt louls, under iha 
command of Captain F. K. M. Croiier, Unded here in Ut. >B° SV ii", 
long, 98° 11' W. ThU paper vai found bj lient. Irringt under the 

« [This li evldentlr dated in mletale. and ahontd be 1G4S-4«.] 
t He waa the Junior llenlenant of the Ifemr when the eipedttloa 
left England In 161S. 
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•oidTo mppoKd to have beeo bnOt br 6ir Jubm Bon in I8Bl,fiiiirmilD* 
to tbe BorthwtTd, where it had been deported br tbe lute Commwidv 
<3oce in June ISIT. Sir JsnieB Rosa's {dllir hu not haveiGT been 
jbund. Rnd the paper bu been trengfemd to tbia portion, which Is 
t1iat in which Sir Junei Kou'e pniur waa erected. Sir Joba Fr&nklln 
died on tbe Ittii Jsng. ISIT, and the tots] Ioh hj deathi in tbe expe- 
dition hu been to tbis date 9 offlcen and is men. 

F. B. H. Crazier, Captaia and Senior Officer, and James Fit^amu, 
<1*platn H.M. dilp Erebat, atort ttHDorrow, 2Btb, foe Back's Flab 
Biver. 



S«li^ brought from tie BStUfoiaid in Lot. 69° 8' 43" N^ 

Zona. 99° 21' 42" W.. apo* the Wett Coatl (f Kmg 

tPilUam's Iilaad. Ma$ 30, 1869. 

Two di>abI»JMnelled gniu — one baml inenoli ia loaded. 

foasd ■tanding up af^amat the aide in ihe after part of 

Ia one parcel. — A mubU IVa;^Bonk ; eorvr of a email 
hookof "Familj Prayere;" " Christian Melodiei," an io- 
•orujtion witfcin the cover to "G. G." (Graham GoreP); 
■" Vicar of Wakefield ;" a nmll Bible, interlined ia many 
filaoea, and with Bumeroiu references writtcat in the mar- 
gin ; a Kew Teatameiit in tine Frenck languitge. 

Tied tcfiether. — Two tabie-knives with white handlet 
^-one is marked " W, B. ;" a (gimlet, an awl, two iron 
stancheons, nine inches long, for aapporting a weather 
dotii wUch was round fJie b«it. 

Tied together.— 36 piec«« of sjlrcr ^Jate — 11 spoona, 11 
forks, audi teatpootM, 3 pieees <rf Hud dm board (tinglee) 
for repairiDg tite boat, and meaeuring 11 foy 6 inches, and 
3-lOths inch thick. 

.Ail wra^^ed up in a piece of cam'aB, — Bristlea for ehoe- 
makera' use, bullets, short clay pipe, roll of wated twiae, 
a. wooden button, small piooe of a port-fire, two ohargea of 
shot tied up in tbe £iieer of a kid glove, tied up in a 
fragment of a Beaman's blue serge frock. Covers of asmall 
Tett(j]ieBt and Frayer-Book, part of a crass cigar-caae, 
fragmiHit of a silk handkerchief, thread-csfie, piece of 
Bsented soap, three shot charges in kid-glove fingers, a 
belted ballet {tied togethsr in a piece of silk pocket-hand- 
kerchief), 3 pairs of goggles, made of stout leather, and 
wire piOBe, iostcad of glass ; a sailmaker's palm, 2 small 
linias pocket compasses, a snooding line rolled up on a piece 
of leather, a needle and thread-case, a bayonet-scabbard 
altered into a sheath for a knife, tin wat«H--bottle for the 
pocket, 2 shot-pouches (full of shot). 

In c*nTaa.— Three ^ring hooka of sword belta, a ' 
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lace band, a piece of thin, gold twist or cord, a pair of 
leather aggies, witK crape instead of glass, a small greea 
crape veil. 

Wrapped together in canTHS.— Two small packets of 
blank cartridge in green paper, part of a chernr stick pipe 
stem, piece of a port-fire, a few copper naila, a leather 
bootlace, a aearoan'a clasp knife, 2 small glass stoppered 
bottles (fuU) placed in a medicine chest, 3 glasses of spec- 
tacles, part of a broken pair of silrer spectacles, Grermaa 
silver pencilcase, pair or silver (F) forceps, snch as a na- 
turaliet might use for holding or seizing small inaecte, •be.; 
A small pair of scissors rolled *up in tilank paper, and to 
vrhteh adheres a printed Goremment paper such as an 
officer's warrant or appointment, a spring hook of a sword 
belt, a braaa charger for holding two charges of shot. 

Wrapped together ia canvas. — A small bead pone, 
piece of red aealingwas, stopper of a pocket flask, German 
silver top and ring, brass match-box, (me of the glasses of 
a telescope, a small tin cylinder, probably made to hold 
locifer matches, some of the loose grains of shot have 
been put into it ; a linen bag of perooasion caps of threa 
sizes, and very large and old-fashioned kind, stamped 
" Smith's patent ;" a cap with flange aimilar to the pre- 
sent musket caps used by Government, bat smaller ; and 
ordinary aporting caps of the smaUest size. 

Five watches in a paper packet. 

A pair of bine glass speetacles, or goggles, vritji steel 
frame, and wire ganze encircling IJie glasses, in a tin case. 

A pemmican tin, painted lead colour, and marked " £ " 
(Erebos) in black; from its size it must have contained 
20 or 22 lbs. 

Two yellow glass beads, a glass seal with symbol of 
rreemaaonry. 

A 4-iuoh block strapped, with copper hook and thimble 
probably for the boat s sheet. 

That Sir John Franklin followed literally his instruc- 
tions ia now quite clear. He succeeded in ascending 
Wellington Channel and mating his w^ back sonthward 
by coasting Oorawallis Island; but what is singular is 
that no records were found deposited anywhere along 
Byam Martin's Channel and on Byam Martin's Island, 
which, it may be remembered, was the winter quarters 
of Sir Edward Belcher in 185B-64, and where the Jieto- 
lute waa abandoned in May, 1854. 

At P>ge 163 (ante). Sir John Sichardson states that 
Franklin ■ plans were to shape his course in the first in- 
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stance for tlio neif^hbonrbood of Cape W^er and to posh 
to the westward in t)iBt parallel, or if that conld not be 
sccompIiBhed to make hia waj southward, to the channel 
discovered on the north coast of the oontment, and BO on 
to Behrmg'B Straits. 

The remarks I made at page 206 seem, to be borne 
ont by the accoocta receivM, namely, that should their 
prorisions beoome inadequate to another wint«r'B con- 
sumption, thej would not remain longer by their Bhips, 
but in one body or in sereral the officers and crews, with ' 
boata cut down so hh to be light enoaEh to dng over th» 
ice, they woold endeavour to make their way lonthward 
to the main land. 

^'either Captun Ciozier nor Captain Fitzjames had any 

SreviouB knowledge of the localities in which, ucon aban- 
oning their ahip, they were thrown. Even in uie iace of* 
the knowledge of the disastrous former land jonmev <^' 
Pranklin, the party of suirivore, on leaving their snip, 
seem to have lieen makine their war in the direction of 
the Great Fish Biver, which had oeen eiplored and 
described by Capt. Sack and Dr. King, thus falsiiying the- 
opinion advanced (p. 165) by Sir James JSoss, that he " ooold 
not conceive any position in which they conld be pl&oeil 
from which they would make for the Great Fish Biver." 

It is much to be regretted that the repeated offers of 
Dr. King to conduct a partv up this river in search had 
not been accepted when made. It would have determined 
earlier this long sought question of their fate, and might 
have resnlted in savmg a few lives, seeing that many of 
the par^ appear to have lingered on nntu the spring of 
1850. Much expenditure in the later expeditions would 
also have been saved, and their despatch rendered nnne- 
cessary had earlier intelligence been received of tike fato 
of Franklin's party. 

Captain Sir George Back, in his letter (p. 171), overlooked , 
altogether the oontmgeney, which occnriid, of the death at 
Sir John Franklin, and the charge of the party falling into 
other hands. 

" We now know all tliat ever will be known of Sir Joha 
Franklin's fate, and it would be di£Gcult to imoginea more- 
touching story than that given to tiie world by CaptaiU' 
M'Clintock, commander of the final searching expedition. 
It is always better to know the worst, and even though 
we had long ceased to expect any positive information aa 
to the fate of those heroic men who bad ventured tlieir 
lives in the cause of science, there is, at least, a bitter 
consolation in knowing that all has been done that could. 
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be done, even thongh ihe result bat cornea to confirm the 
worst apprehensionB. Iik the glorioiu list of iEndHnd'B 
heroes tiie aame of Sir JohB Franklin maat erer aold a 
-ooDspiououfi poaitioii. It wm not for him to die, like 
Wolfe or Nelaon, with the welcome shout of victory ring- 
ing in his ean. He had not gone forth at the head of 3 
Sriti^ fieet to win a oonqueror'fl &jne in battle against 
Xlnglaud's foea. But tJie errand on which he went required 
all Uie daiii^ all the skiil, and all the patience which are 
ever fouAd tuited in a great eaptain. He went out to 
«eek wlt^Dunyb^orehimhadMugbtinTsin — theN'ortb- 
wert FaaMge. Snoceaa would make no change in tiie 
political arrangements of the nationB of Europe. It wouU 
not toiioh t^ balance of power. It would not add one 
Bqaare indi of teoritory to the vast poasesaions of Queen 
Viotoria ; bat it would add, perhapt, one new discovery 
'to the g7-and aaaemblage of scientific tracks wbioh tlie 
worid owes to tiie daring enterprise -of Englishmen. Hie 
fweigner who eaid of the cmirge at Balaklara, " c'ett 
magit^fite, maia ee n'ett point la guerre," might also hare 
■MTvelled at the ^irit wliii^ baa led us to aacrifice ae 
Bany valuable livei for ao barren an o^ect; and true it 
is that tlie diaooverj has ooet ns denr. It has cost us the 
life of Sir John frssklin and Uae ^vea of all who sailed with 
iiim in that periloua expedition- It is true, moreovra', ttat 
we ctut never afford to waste the life of a single brave 
Snglishinsn, aod yet there is but one answ^ to any wiw 
■sk as why we permit sui^ wanton aacrificies, anil tbait 
•nawer is to be found in Canada, in India, and in tlie 
colonies we have planted in everv quarter oT the globe. 
We love enteiprise for its own sate, even if the reBolt be 
.a barr^ (hu; whenever • field is open for daring aiul 
-raterpriae an Sn^liahman is ready to offer his eervioea. 
^ it be a fault, it le a fault on the right side, and on the 
whole the gain baa far exceeded die loaa. 

>' This is a sad hat gloiiona tale. It is sad fo think that 
we have lost ao many brave men ; that far away, amid frost 
And anow, in the dark inhospitable north, heroic English' 
men have given up their precious iivea — a, costly sacrifloc 
to soienae. And yet a gleam of pride lights np our sorrow, 
for idl England delights to bold in honour the memory of 
tiuwe who have given to the world snob an example of 
eowgy and enterprise. It is not withoat a sense of relief 
that we welcome back Captain H'Chntock and Iiis gallant 
companions. We now feel that our dnty in this matter is 
accamplislied— ttat the truth is known, and the last sacri- 
fioe m^ade,"— ilic 2Vme<. 
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The tistory of the recorery of the JietoluU, and the 
erscefiil Tetum of that ship to the British nation by the 
United 8tat«B' GoTemment, is a featnre of Arctic history 
deserrinf; of permanent record in these psgoi. 

The Beiolute wm one of the vesaels abandoned by Sir 
Edward Belcher, being frosen np in 7?° latitude, off Byam 
Martin's Island, in May, 1854. She was picked up sixteen 
months afterwards, in lat, 66° 30", long. 64 , by an American 
■whaler in DaYis' Strait, having drifted about 1200 miles 
liirough Barrow's Strait and Baffin's Bay. The following 
IB the captain's Rceonnt of the finding of the ship, and the 
diffiotdtiee he experienced in bringing her into port:— 

.On the 10th of September, 1855, latitude 87° Tf., and 
vhile in tiiis field of ice. Captain Budding;ton discovered a 
■hip in the distance, bearing nortb-caet, about twen^ 
miles from Cape Mercy, He ascended the rigging of his 
craft, and, looking at ner throngh the elasa. pronounced 
ter, irom her appearance, to be an abaut&ned Teasel. Por 
five days we were in sight of one another. On the sixtb. 
day alter making the discovery, and when the ship was 
ahont seven miles off, Cf^tain B- ordered the two mates 
and two of the crew to proceed to the abandoned vesael 
Across the packed ice, and, after inspecting her, to return 
to the bark as soon as practicabk. 

Soon after the departore of the party a south-eastqr 
sprang up, and in consequence thereof no communication 
mB hod with those on board the ship for two days. As 
soon as the wind subsided, and it was safe for the party 
to retrace their steps, they left the ship ; and, after a 
tedious and hard march, arrived on board of the bark ia 
safety. They immediately represented the facts to Cap- 
tain Bnddin^n, saying that the abandoned vessel was 
her Britannic Majesty's ship Reiolute. The captain. 



being left in that condition ; and, knowing that the safe 
conveyance of that vessel to soma port would be better 
than catching whales, andknowins withal that it would be 
quite a piece of glory to hand back to the Britishers a 
vessel long since abandoned by them as being lost to 
the Queen s service for ever, determined at all hazards to 
try the bold and arduous task. Accordingly, he sent his 
mate back with six men, giving them instructions to free 
the ship of the water witS which she was burthened, and 
signalize their success to him. If they did not succeed in 
freeing the vessel, they were to hoist a signal, whereupon 
the captain himself would proceed to their aid. 
The next morning the signal was hoisted for his presence 
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on board the MeiohiU. Taking two men with bim, and 
leaTins the bark in chaige of the second mate, the otiptam 
Btorteo, on the 10th of September, to the relief ca bis 
comradea. After a hard day's travelling over ice and 
Utroaeh pools of water, half frozen, the little par^ euc- 
ceedea in leochins the EeiohUe in perfect safety. 

He cDiziineDcea immediately to search the vessel, in 
order to ascertain if ahe was seaworthy. On descending 
the hold it was found foil of water to the floor of tiie first 
deck, or about seven feet of water was discovered to be in 
the ship. The pomps were then visited. One of them, 
which waa a force-pump of very great power, was rigged, 
and the following morning was got in working order. A 
gang of men were then set to wonc, and for thrae daye the 
pnmpB were kept going. Fourteen hours out of the 
twenty-fonr were consumed in thus freeing the vessel. 
On the third day all the water was cleared from the bold, 
and the attention of the captain was turned towards extri- 
cating tbe prize &om the (ungerouB position she was then 
placed in. 

The appearance of things on board, as represented by 
Captain Baddington, when be had leisure to examine toe 
veuel, was doleful in the extreme. The cabin was strewed 
with books, clothing, preserved meats, interspersed here 
and there with lumps of ice. There was one thing, how- 
ever, which struck Captain B. as being very remarkable, 
and for which probably no satisfachiry expluiation can be 
given I and this was the presence of ice for several feet in 
diickneas on the Wboard side, while there was not a par- 
ticle on the starboard. The only arffament that can bo 
presented to explain this curious freak of the elements ia, 
that the Resolute, lying with bei bead to the eastward 
for probably more than a month, received the dirmt rays 
of uie Bun on the starboard quarter, and nowhere else, 
and thus a daily warmth was imparted to this side of the 
ship, while the other side, being without this heat, became 
as solidified with ice as though the sun never shone oa it. 
There was scarcely anything on board the abandoned 
vessel that was not more or 1ms destroyed. There was a 
great lack of fuel on board, although, in the course of the 
searoh throughout the vessel, a little ooal was discovered 
in the hold, hut the quantity was very small and entirely 
inadequate ta supply the vessel more than a week. Of pro- 
visions there was enough perhaps to last a crew of seventy- 
five Ttitsi. (the number originally carried by the Staolute) 
for nine months. The salt meats were the only articles 
that were at al! in a state of preservation. Everything 
bad gone to dec^. Even the ahip's sails found between 
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decke were so rotten th&t tiie sailon ooold thmst their 
fingers fhrovgli them like to much brown paper. An 
attempt wu subseqiienCly made to rig a topmast stadding 
Bail oat of some of the canvaa found eatntated with water ; 
bnt it blew out of the gearing, and was scattered to the 
winds like chaff. The lower hold was fonnd to contain 
the libraiy of one of the ofBcers of tiia expedition, valued 
st more than 200/. ^e books were entirely valaeleM 
when digoorered by Capttun Euddington, and snbseqaently 
thrown orerboard as worthlefls robbuh. 

The Setolute being entirely free of water, preparaHons 
were made to bring the ship to the United States. Cap- 
tain B. deraded to siul the reasel himself, and accordingly, 
taking eleren men with him from his own barii, he beean 
in good earnest to release tbe abandoned vessel from ner 
ice^und flitiution. The ri^^g had to be hanled taut, 
and the sails put in order, bdore ne could ventore to start. 
This job occupied some time, but was auoceasiully aocom< 
plished. Captain B. was in a great dilemma for pro^r 
DBTtgaldng instnunents. His compass was reir nnoertain, 
and not at all tnutwortfay ; he was without a chronometer, 
and he had no other map or chart to eteer by than a rough 
outline of the great North American coast, drawn on a 
sheet of foolscap. With his lever watch, a quadrant, and 
B miserable compass, tiiie brave fellow bade adieu to his 
comr^es in the hark Qeorga Senry, and trusting to Pro- 
Tidenoe and his experience in those latitudes, prepared to 
bring home the prise he had so cleverly won. 

From the time that Captain Buddington took cliarge of 
the Retolnts, up to the 16th of October, she continued to 
drive in a south-west direction, with the pack of ice, when 
she succeeded in getting dear. Wishing to be in compuiy 
as long a* pouible with the bark. Captain B, waited outsii& 
of die floe three days with the hope of meeting her ; but 
tiie Teasels missed one another, and did not meet again. 

While waiting here for the George Henty, the British 
baik AlAertbrive in sight, and, on being signalled, came 
alongside the Seiolute. The news of the recovery of the 
Setolute was oommunicated to Captain Stuart, of the Bri- 
tish bark, and a pair of Captain Kellet's epaulettes, found 
on board tbe abandoned vessel, were entrusted to him by 
Captain Buddington, with instructions to have them for- 
warded to the owner as speedily as possible. A letter for 
the owners of the George Henry, informing them of wha' 
had occurred, was also placed in the hanifi of Ca^tAin ' 
who promised to mail it immediately on his arrival m Gi 
Britam. Thislettecreachedtheowneraof thebark,atf 
London, Connecticut, long before the Metolule arrived tbi 
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Short-huded, pomiy fy^g^A, and unfitted for the long 
TOjegB M the Setolitte was, Captain Boddington found it 
no easy task to bring the ship into port Tho ballast tanks 
had hurst in the hold long before he came in poeseBBion 
of her, rendering her Terr light, and apt to roll heavily in 
the trongh of the sea. Gale aAer gale waa eiperieneed ; 

Est the brave fdlovr laboured day and night, and was ab 
mt Bucceasfiil in the praisewoFthy efibrt made to rescue 
the abandoned TCMel, driTing acroBs the month of If^orth- 
umberland Inlet doim to Cape Eliiabeth. The open Be« 
™l gained, and on the 30th of October the homeward 
9 oommenoed. After a ancoeuion of strong gale» 
Md winda, the New Ltmdon lighlhonae was made on 
tlie 24th of December, and the rc^age was sueceufoUy ae- 
ct^idiBhed with oredit to all conoraned. 

Snere waa a period in the histisj of the brief voyag* 
whML the lires of all mi board hong b; a thread, aa it 
wore. When a little to the north of^the banks of Neir- 
fiMmdland, the Betolate came in eontaot with an iceberg 
about 160 feet in height, on &e top of whic^ there was 
a deta^ed {aeoe of iee of many tons weight, and whidL 
Um "■T*"™ expeeted tfrtsrj moment would tiuuble down 
Tipon Uie TWael and eink the fdae so sallantlj obtained. 
So gnat waa the danniT, that the boats were aU in 
m&Msa to posh off, ahonld the orajtanging glacier be 
pc«apitated npon them. Hower^, afW a great deal of 
oarefal working and hard labour, the d 
and tlie star <3 m ' 
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On the part of the American Congreas, a veiy graceful 
aet followed. It waa rasolrad by the Smate and Hoiu» 
atStipnutaMiret to appropriate a nun of 40,000 doUara 
ta the pnrehase <tf tlie jSeaafato, with all the armament, 
eqaipmoit, and japper^ on board. This done, the ship 
waa mored into one of the navy-jards of the United States, 
alid there fUly repaired and equipped, and then deapatohed 
to England as an offering of goodwill and friendship ftoia 
the United Statea to Great Britain. On the 13th of No- 
vember the Setohite (wmmenced her homeward voywe, 
and on the 12th of December she reached Spitheod. She 
arrived under Amerioan colours, but aa soon as she let so 
her anchors, the English was ron up alongside of t£« 
Amerioan ensign. £veiy eare has been taken that inge- 
nuity oould dOTise to replace ererytiiing on board in vna 
aame o<mdition aa when the ship waa abandoned by tha 
Aretio adTentnrers. The S§*olmte, indeed, is, in all pro- 
babililT, a* aouud sod leawortby in erery repeat aa wnaa 
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she sailedin 1862fron) the Britiah Bhorea apon her last Polar 
adventure. 

Captain H. J. Harifltem, who bronght her home, was 
-die otScer who went out to Baffin's Bay in charge of the 
American relief cspedition, for Dr. Kane and hia party, 
consisting of two vesselsi the Arctic and Release. These 
Tesaels left New Y«rk on the 4th Jnne, 18a5, and pene- 
trated as far as 78° 30" north latitude, to Smith's Sound, 
irithont Beeine any of the party. Bat on returning south- 
ward to LievSy, or Good HaTeo, on the 13th September, 
they nere boaided by Dr, Sane in a boat, that officer 
havinc abandoned his ship, the Advance, in 82° Stf and 
made nis way southward over 1300 miles of ice, bringing 
back all bat three of hia party ; and those died iiSDm trost- 
bites. Captain Hartstein, talung the adventDrers on board. 
Bet sail on the 13th September, and reached 14'ew York on 
the 11th Ootober. 

On the 20th December, Captaiit Hartstein and bis offieen 
■were entertained at the Admiralty Honae by the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief, Sir George Seymoor, K.C.B.; the Ame- 
rican Consul uid Yice-Consol ior tbe port and distriot, and 
a gallant circle (^ mtbI offices were amOBg the guesti. 

The Captain paid a visit to the Premier, at KrondlandB, 
and returned clutrmed with the cordiality of his host. On 
the 23rd he received a deputation &om the Xaven>ool 
Shipownma' Aisociatiou, and in .reply to their address 
maa« a naat speeds— 

•'To taj Qnt 1 fcd hoBOnnd br thli ininilrtii»hl» mmA of jow 
eOBBidenitkiii mold bat fteblj- cipma m^ texam of tlia compliiiHDt 
wblch foa bavelhna p^d through me to tbeQaremuatwIieu npr»- > 
««tat<TB I iiowhav«tnalK»om>toba. XaMagjmtia dalcgilw ftoB 
fte shlpewnerg ^ tiM cmt«M Mmmeraial ctty af the United KIngdoiB, 
I rejoice Bt the kloAr ftcUag ttane muUMted Ita a MUaa wlA wbgw 
Interests you are Ml Intimatalr connected. Id my pment mliBloii ta 
jour Goreniaunt, yon eu) nad the epiiit of Amerlcau towuda the 
people oflhii country, and cm emsAj believe that yoor happy nlliuloa 
to the matumt bonds of 01-igin and s coaLmunily of fceliog between ii> 

the arts, to which both niitiona hsTe. In ■ spirit of geoeroDS riyalry. so- 
greatly contribntfd, bate ohsnged our uicient geognphicsl positloii. 
Miles and. seconds have bec<:ane almost synonymous words, and now 

between us a fabric of mutual interest. Uay that spirit of Mendly 
•mulatlon , enterprise, and enligblefled pnrpose, which has given to our 
(hipping intcrcals the dlstlngoished place they occapy throughoot the 
nniverse, ever continue." 

The Mayor and Corporation of Portsmooth mvo them i 
pond banquet at the Portland Hotel, Soutbsea. Ml 
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'H. Grinndl, of S«w York, was an honoured K^eit ; and 
■ large and diatingnislied compwiY were also asMinbled. 

Mr. Croak^, the American Oonsul at Southamptoii, 
made an eiceUent speech, one or two passages of whidi 
ore worth placing on record : 

•■ Even in this set [the gift of the RaottMi Kc^nni mmt Bnd th« 
Imprint of ■ kindred ^lob ; and wfioL called upon 10 point to that 
<vlilch (he moeiden ha greatest lioaaur. aha Bsn. like the nother of 
the GraccM of old, point irltli aETectianate pride to her now AUl^gnnm 
olfeprlng^ — America — and Bay, ' In the vigorooa grovrth of my child, 
uid In the high poiltion she Itu attained in the l^nillf of natJoag. do 
I And my chief glory.' Yea, England ahoold glory in America'! prc«- 
IKilty. America it)oleca when die hears of the Inenaw of BriHik 
prosperity and the exteDtioa ot firiliab eiD^r« in s legitimate diieo- 
tion, fbr (he Iuditb that luch extension is accompaDied by those 
omblenu of olTiTizatloa, the Bible, the nenepaiier. and the plongh — 
■he Icnowa tbat wherever the banner of St. George wares there will b« 
Arandfreedomof opinion, ttwdom of speech, penoaal liberty, and that 
QnlTerial bme^ictor of inankiBd**-comineree i and therefore sh* i^- 
loloM. Why sboold tut Knglaad also rc^oiceifnewlenitoiybeplaced 
nndcTtlK benign Influence of onr Inititutioni, which ensure like taene- 
jHta to the world at luge, and give self-government to and develop the 
aatnrat lesoorces of the conntries that mey Join onr Union ? The 
mild 1* large enoogh fbr both nations to ftalfll their iesp«otiva mani- 
tat dettinlea without ocuning Into conflict with each other, The Eait 
■rirmi peanllaily the flsld A action, vrbereln the i^vtliilng dnUca eg 
England must oontiaue to be employed. The West would appear to 
be, both geographlqally and otherMise, the sphere In wUch America 
Mther than England should exercise the Influence which the Angl«- 
Baxon race have never lUled lo exercise amongrt nml-barlMroai 
people, or over nndeveloped countries. At all events, white the 
italingsOf the two oounlriet are now warmed towarda each other by Uiia 
liappy event, it becomes the duty of both not only to foater the present 
Idndl; feelings, hut to adopt such course as will guard against any- 
thing that may tend to disturb them. Let us hear no more talic of 
war between England and America. If the words should be uttered 
Cr printed, let na reftue to hear them or to tee them. L«t each tM 
Chary of Uu other'i honour and feelings as our own.' 

The Queen and Prince JJbert visited the ship, and, on 

leing presented to the Queen, Captain HartBtein addressed 
her as follows : — " Allow me to welcome your Majesty on 
hrnrd the Retolute, and, in obedience to the wiU of mj 
countrymen and of the President of the Fnited States, to 
restore her to you, not only as an evidence of a friendly 
feeling to TOUT sovereignty, hat as a token of love, admi- 
ration, and respect to your Majesty personaUy." 

The Queen Beemed tonched by the manly simplicity of 
this frank and saUorlike address, and replied, with a gra- 
cious wnile, " I thank yon, air," 

The royal party then went over the ship and examined 
ber wit]i manifest intorest. 

In the coarse of e^laining tiie chart to Prince AJber^ 
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the latter remarked that Lady Franklm wu yery desiroru 
of BDother expedition goins ool^ to whicli CaptBiiii Hart- 
■tein replied, " that it did not anrpriae him, for lie thou|;ht 
it Tery possible that Franklin or some of his companions 
nUKht still be alire amon^ the Esqnimaiu." 

Captain Hartsteinwaa uivited bj the Qaeen to dine and 
to spend the ni^t at Oabome ; and all the offioers wet* 
permitted to Tiut the palooe and gioimda, a privileKe of 
vhich they availed thetneelvea. Among the stores foond 
in Uie BetoluU were lereral punoheons of fine old ram, 
which had been pnt on board in prime condition on her 
lesTing Woolwich for tiie Arctio regiona. One of Uims 
poneheone was nnt by Captain Hartatein to Prince Albert 
as a relic. 

The Retalute was visited during her stay at Portamonth 
by Lady Franklin and her nisoe, and by Captain M'Clin- 
tock. Captain Sadler, Captain ^Richards, Lieutenant Pirn, 
and other Arctic explorers. On Chriatmas-dar the whole 
of the crew who brought her over were regaled with an 
excellent dinner at the G«orge Hotel, at the expenae of 
the British Gorernment. 

Having fulfilled the kindly miaaion on which they had 
been sent, Captain Hartatein, his officers and crew, left on 
their return for the United States, in tlie American steamer 
WatMngton, from Southampton, highly delighted with 
their reception. 

To use t^ wOTdi of a naval officer (Captain Becher) who 
has paid much attenti(m to the inveatigation from first to 
last,— 

The question of the D'orth-west Paasage, which has oc- 
cupied the attention of this country for many yeara, haa 
at length been set at rest, and its disoovereF, Sir Bobert 
M'Clnre, haa received his joat reward. Bnt few viotoriea 
of any kind are ^ned withoat their price ; so this conten- 
tion with thick-nbbcd ice in Arctio seas has cost us dearly 
in the loss of Franklin and the eallant band of seamen by 
■wham he wea accompanied. A straoge fatality haa fol- 
lowed them. With all our efforts we have been unable to 
Buceour them in their diatress. The different rentes which 
they might have adopted to effect their object— the over- 
changing condition oi the ice through which they had to 
penetrate, now arreating their progress, and now encou- 
ra^g it by a tempting lane— the risks, the delays, the 
accidents to which all navigation is ever liable,— aH dtese 
have contributed to bewilder ua in attempting to form a 
concluaion as to where Franklin would most probably be 
found, as to where or in what direction aaaistance should 
be lent, and he left ua nothing to guide us. 



OF ABCnO SISOOTXBT. 

Tha •emri rdi^ ezpeditioni Beat o«t to find Inm hwn 
tH lammtHbly failrxl in thoir otijeet, uid tha tidoiKi of 
the fate of tha lost ones ii metgre in the extreme. Bidh 
enougli the vojit^eB and jcxtnioya h&Ta been in their 
eontribntiona to geoga^j, but BuUy deficient in tboea 
mnltffiwUehuiey were destined — t^nmngof £^ruk- 
Hn and his oompanionB. 

jUthoogb thne effiirti have oahapjaly not been crowned 
wiUt the suoceaa they deacrred, they have nererthdeaa led 
to the Bohitjon of tbe great geognq^iiaal problem whioh 

' ' ' B attentioB of the world, and have '' 

nntry an honourable dirtbctiim ii 
aacom^diahineDt of an enterprise irhidi titrongh anocesmrs 
reigDB and for nearly three centuries bod heretofbn baf- 
fled every attempt. 

In December, 1866, a memoriiJ itbb pMMtited to tbs 
Lords of the Admiralty, by Dr. £i&g and lientenant 
Pim, asldng for a final expedition, wMoh aet* ont aa fud- 
lows: — 

*■ Mt Lobds, — That Kuon of H» jtti it npldl; approaelilng •rl-.ea 
flu iej fttten of tfae Arciio regioni are InsDied. sml tlie FoUr Sea It 
•pen to » tHKOin leiMb ft>r Ue muiiat of the SfankUn, tacfeSltUja. 
GlgMtlo uurtloD) karc iMen tlread]' luda, but tn all thaw *Ht sKirU 
then hu bean > wuit of camprchanalTeneM, whioli It bu ilaee bean 
proved could ODlf result in ulUr failure. 

" But traoM hate been (bund— dentil tnees, it li b) be deplored— 
of the gaJlaot Sir J. Fnmklin imd his noble band ; Incn Oat podnt to 
th* lAenaboaH ol ttt mliilDg ifalpe irfaleh niled with • mA glory 
to tittj mA the HititU&i larrer pnponnded by yoar lordiblpi. Sine* 
thete t»cei likvs been fouad, ^our lordships hare taken no itepe to- 
-wardi a Dill and ccmiirelieneive seirch, and until yoor loi^bipi iliall 
follow op these tracea to the uttermost, we Tentnrereipeotftilt)' to ttate 
oar opMon that s etaln Is stamped <m onr natlouat hononr. We, 
therefore, Implore ^onr lordshlpa to take Into jnur eonsldcTMiaii a 
oonpr^tenalTt plan, whleb we now lay beAn yon, sad whlcli m 
maintain concUu wiUiia itaeir demonta o/ Buoocas. lach aa bat* not 
been before brought under your lordBhlpa" noUoe. W« propoaa to 
make a combined effort by lea and by land — by tea, tbmngh Bamnr'a 
Strait and down Feel's Sound ; by land. acnHa tbe canttnent of Ame- 
rica and down Oreit n>ta lUrer— meeting U tbe naeMtlC |»Ie. 
Upon tbe aea eipeditlaD it is proposed to via a small use* stsKncr, 
and spoB th* land Joomey bark canoaa.* 

Lieutenant Pim in a pamphlet gives an epitome of the 
case, and the renewed efibrta to which in hia opinion it 
ought to lead— 



m one man since the ihlpi left Beechey Ii 
(o be aearahed being limited to avery amatl area by exploritkni 
r; other direction, one season would aoffice to clear np all Aoabt. - 
I. That,Bbo'eaU, theniagrcatbapt offlndlngu ' ~ ~ 
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lMtngHwew.m» ■*iil— 1. WlMUiEr It 1» act b <IMionoar ta potnlt 
DDoertAlntj upoB thlfl pvalf Mtkraml qiKHCfoiii uHt to tdiow tbA 
boKOiiKd Bunu orFtvcUia, C^oiiar, ud otken to be liruded wltb 
caunibiilljiH ? 3, Whether It Is not an imper«tl«e Aut; to caI1e«t 
every record of the enfl^Dga of this heroic band, to ibrm a page In 
hletory fhrtbehutnution of £iicUld'8 fitnre ami? 3. Wbetherilla 
not conslBtmt with the chuactcr of Engliihmen to fisibb what hM 
been begno. soil not to Itare a Vfrj/ small rpaat unexplored u ■ per- 
petnsl mproaoli, apenfillj irhen that imall apace i« tnaan to cootala 
the secret vhlch the DBttoa hal (O long tried in vain (a EoIreP And, 
Isatlf , nhetlwF tbe poblio "nill allow tbcmBdia to be rtlgmailied ai 
vaitin;; In ' gntUnd*, fuJth, and liooear' t«w«ird> tboie herola mM 
who willin^Ir imperilled their lirei for their country'^ g\cay,hy iearlAlt 
a doubt wbether th&t fate be almost wone than death — ilaveif 
■mongBt the E«quimaax? The seatinenn of our Tranaatlaatic 
brethren on tUi nitdeot are well known, and Hie r«tonition of tin 
Haolttlt GomplMo ftir .Anstic Rrrice la a mast algniflaaiit bint." 



hoDODr of Gxe greatest of naval powera it 

Had tamislied if, (Aer sending out so miay cosU; expedi- 
tione into indefinite fields of teardi, it ne(rleoted to moke 
this furUier imaU effort in a locEilitj wliioh is definite auA 
irell ascertained; tliat the questtOD of vbethei Fraaklia 
had not diaoovered tbe only avaikble Dortli-iteBt paesaga 
is iarolf ed in tlie procedure ; and that it ia dewable to 
remove, if possible, the imputation which the story nar> 
rated to Dr. Boe casts upon the memoir of those who 
jxre alleged to have perished on Montreal bland — namely, 
that the condition of the bodies and the contents of the 
kettles showed tliat they had finall;^ resorted to cannibalism. 

A memorial signed by thirty-su eminent scientific mtn 
was presented to Lord Falmerston in the aummer of 18&S) 
oiging him, on the coQipreheasire grounds trhich wera 
stated in the dooament, to despatch another expedition " tt 
aatufy the honour of our country, and to clear up a mysterj 
which haa excited the sympathy of rtio civiliBed world." 

Besides the scientific men of this country, the learned 
and Teaerable Baron Alexander Yon Huniboldt has ex- 
pressed his interest in and warm approval ott, " last effort" 
being made to "clear up the mystery which has excited 
theBfmpathy of the driCzed world." In aletter toXJes- 
ienant Pirn, dated December 9, 1856, he says— 

■■ Is It poaMble that, after to maaj- generoua gacrlOce* made by two 
nations of the lame nu*, feaTisg In (heir pOMsMon part of the pro- 
perty known to belong to those vlctiaie of shipwreck — after having 
reduced to such a (mall space the coaatry to be ««arohed— li li poa- 
alble. I repeat, that they do not add a lait effort, perilous as ia erery- 
■thing great and hazHrdoui, for the aolutlon of Oiis Borrowful prebt^mt 
Geography, and even tlie physical knowledge of the globe, has 
■ ly advanced by what haa been already done, but " 
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Jl lolmw — ■ KDtlmaDt vl^ck ennabln and con- 

Fuling m moriii^ the Ovrtmrntnt to any Airther 
efforts, Ladj FranUui detCTmined to deipatcb at her own 
privatfi coat the emdition ondu Captain M'Clintoclc, th« 
suoeewfol ranilt atwiieii I Iuyo lintdj recorded. 

The obserrations which X B»de in tbe Preface to the 
ughth edition of thii work, puulished in 1857, maj be re- 
prodticad here, since the pre^tion has been AiUy verified: 

" TetT little more will probably have to be added to the 
■oroll of Arctic DiscoTerf. We may poBsiblj hereafter 
obtain acme more full details as to how lone IVanklin and 
his followers tixmg to their shipg ; where tttej abandoned 
them ; and bow the snTTivors prosecnted their journey to 
the mainland ; and, one bj one died of starvation. These 
particulars mar bv chance be diBoovered through soine 
stray jonmBl, found by aome bold adTcntnrer nndertakinf; 
the search. But we can hope for nothiDg more. The 
^lart of the Arctic regions is no longer a blank ; we hare 
at leaat filled np the coast ontlinea of the American con- 
sent and its adjacent straits and bays ; and thoa mncb 
has been gained for Science, although at a heavy outlay 
and fearful risk. These lanrels can at least bo wreathed 
round Britannia's sceptre." 

Of the many heroes of Arctic hntory mentioned in 
these pages, most have aehisTed for themselves a high 
reputation, and rapid promotion has followed their perilous 
services. Some have receivedmore distinguished honorary 
and pecuniary rewards, and a few have passed away from 
this transitory world— among the latter may be ennmerated 
Sir Edward Parry, Sir John Hess, and Sir John Bich- 
ardson. Lieutenant Hooper, and lieutenant Kane of the 
American Navy, 

An obelisk of Aberdeen granite has been erected in front 
of the Soyal Naval Asylnm, at Greenwich, to the memory 
of the gaUsnt Lieutenant J. Bellot, c^ the French Boyai 
Havy, on which the following inscription appears ;— 

** To the intrepid 701U1I 

Wbo in tli« eudeaTonr to retous 

Shared ths tkte sad tbe glory of that 

IlliutHaa> Kkvlgiitor. 

IMm bli Brltiih sdmlnn. 

lets." 
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Br. Bee and hia party luve reoeired dke Government 
reward of 10,000(. offered for the diacOTery of the fate of 
IVauliiin, and Captain Collinson 5,0001. for making in effect 
the North-west passage. See anU, p. 186. 

In the early part of this work, I tiare alluded to the zeal 
of the late Sir John Barrow in promoting Arctic disoorery, 
and his ener^, anxiety, and zeal have been more tlun 

auslled by hu aott. In appreciatioB of the esteem and 
ection m which Mr. John Barrow is held, some 
forty of the leading Arctic explorers presented him, in 
Jnne, 1866, with a very hands(n&e testimonial bearing the 
following inscription I — 

" To John Bjlbbov, En.,P.S.S., FJB.G.B., etc. 
" In gnteM retsembnmce of bli kindDen and ittentlcm, uid u an 
acknowleilgiBeDt of hla Tdnable uertloni iD rorthenuica of the Much 
for Sir John Frmaklln and bii computloni, KO ottJeot whloh ha 
pnrnud with bereditsrjr atriUty, energr. nd dnotloD, thli token l« 
preaenttd b^ utciiI of the offlwn employed in tlie Arotia ScanUng 
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was also presented to Capbun Sir Bobert M'Cture by a 
number oi officers of the Bbyal Nary, in admiration of his 
intrepidity and perseverance in penetrating through &e 
Polar Ocean in search of Franklin, which led. to the solu- 
tion of the important geographical problem of thediscorery 
of t^ North-west Passage, and has rendered his name 
iUastrious in the naval annals of the British empire. The 
testimonial consists of a winged figure of Fame standing 
on tiptoe on the part of the globe r^resenting the Polar 
seas, and in the act of blowing a trumpet. It is exquisitely 
carved in frosted stlvet, and stands on an ebony pedestal, 
which bears an appropriate inscription commemorating the 
ieryices of the gallant Arctic navigator, and the motives in 
which the testimonial originated. 

Captain M'Clure, besi&a being knighted, has received 
the gold medals of the Boyal Greographical Societies of 
Enaand and Prance. Asimilar scientifiocomplimentwas 
paid to Captain Inglefield and Jh. Eane. 

The voyage of the Enterjtrise and Inveitigator, eastward 
from Behring's Strait aJong the shores of Arctic America, 
has opened out a new field for commercial speculation, and 
thrown open to navigation the whole of the northern shores 
of America, of which our enterprising Transatlantic 
brethren — whose hundred sail of whale-ships have, during 
the last few years, fished in Behring's Strait — will doubt- 
less take advantage. 



3M PBOSXXBB or aootic dibcotekt. 

The following tabolatod Btatement is ■ppended u a oloae 
to tbe vidnma, and aa a ready reference to th« namea and 
dktea of the serenl expcditioiu ; more foil details of which, 
have already been given :— 

JooM ItoH, /MMta md ^leanuler isia 

Bdcbah uid Frankur, DvrBUta and IWiit . . leiS 

~|- Trakklin: nrat Lud Szr«<ill<ni 181»-il 

-»- PiBBT, i/^fcto and erft»- 18I»-aO 

-\- pjiBMT, Furti Uid Bada lSIl-13 

I,YON. Griprr 1811 

■+- FabBT. Htcla mnd Avy J8S*-2S 

FKAnKun; Second Luid3iP*ditlaQ ISIl-lT 

BucHAH, £2a«Dm IMt-JB 

JoBH Soia, nc(i»^ 1R39-I1S 

Sack : liUd £ipeditkai IBSS-Se 

Back. Temr IBat^T 

{»*L. Qiiu and SiMFioH : Boat Ezpadittcs laW'ts 

BaZ! Boat ExpcdidoB 1S««-4T 

Fkabkus, A«bM and nnw IMl-M 

BUBSBQUBNT BBASCHISO XSPBDITiaiia TO VCntSUnTB 

THBIB EATX. 

jAms Ion, JMoT'lw and i aw rt^iafar .... IMS-ie 

BiCBABMOn : Boat Expcdllioo. 18(B-U 

HOOKE. P2onr IMB-Bt 

PcLLEN; Boat Sxpefitjon ........ IBU^Il 

HooncH 1 Boat ExpedlUon 1B<I»-6(I 



CoujKaoH. AoMniHK IBSD-tS 



JOHH ROH, JiUle 1SS»-S1 

t^ ftnnr, iA% AiMHfa and aipWa lUS-« 

p Ds Hatkn aad Kahi. Adnma and Smmm ■ . . lUD.tl 

Kl»MEDl(BEI.LDT),JyiBM.^a)rt ISSl-tS 

Bab; Land Expeditkoi 18tl-fi4 

HAQcniE, PbVEr ISM-St 

BU.CHEII, jImMohm and Pimeer , 191>3-S4 



PiIU«H, JirailA Oar ISM-I* 

- Eaki. AOamet ISO-It 

.»lStT-S* 
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